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April 2015 Newsletter Vol. 33 No. 3 
 

      ANZAC CENTENARY EDITION 
 
We celebrate the beginning of the Great War one century ago 
this month as an historic event and ‘remember them’ – the 
men and women who with courage, self sacrifice and 
determination served in far away places. 
 
On the following pages David Wilkins has thoughtfully 
presented Ku-ring-gai perspectives and personal stories. His 
fresh overview of the arduous campaign at Gallipoli is a timely 
and moving tribute. 
 
Under the Australian Government’s Anzac Centenary Local 
Grants Program, Ku-ring-gai Historical Society Inc. has been 
awarded $20,000 towards production of its Ku-ring-gai 
Soldiers of the Great War Project, Volumes 1-3, also known as 
Rallying the Troops. 
 
Representing the World War I Writers and Researchers 
Group, Kathie Rieth, David Wilkins and Jackie van Bergen 
were invited to attend the official announcement on 11 March 
at the Grace Cossington Smith Gallery at Abbotsleigh, 
Wahroonga. 
 

 
Standing L to R: Tony Hall, Major Rod White AM RFD Ret’d, Kathie 
Rieth, Jackie van Bergen, Paul Fletcher MP, Lieutenant Colonel Ken Broadhead 
RFD Ret’d;  Seated L to R: Flying Officer Ross Pearson AO DSO OBE MÇ 
Ret’d, Major General Gordon Maitland AO OBE RFD ED Ret’d, Mayor 
Jennifer Anderson 
 
Member for Bradfield, Paul Fletcher, praised the depth and 
accuracy of the group’s research. Since the project began two 
years ago, the team has grown from a small group to over 25 
and although initially some were unsure of their ability to 
research and write, Volume I is evidence of their success. We 
look forward to seeing Volume II in late 2015. 
 
Our thanks go to group members for their continuing 
involvement and to Ku-ring-gai Council, Mr Fletcher and his 
staff, the Bradfield Working Party and the Department of 
Veterans’ Affairs for endorsing and supporting the project. 

 

Saturday 18 April at 2pm 
GENERAL MEETING followed by 
Guest Speaker 
Alasdair McGregor 
 

A Forger ’ s  Progress :  
The Life  o f  
Francis  Greenway  
(engraving 
Mitchell Library Collection 
State Library of NSW) 
 
Alasdair McGregor’s new book looks beyond the landmark 
buildings, investigating Greenway’s meteoric rise, his complex 
and fraught relationship with Governor Macquarie, his 
thwarted ambitions and his self destruction. 
  
Visitors Welcome          Old Gordon School Meeting Room 1 
No Booking Required                       Afternoon Tea Available 
 

Easter Saturday 4 April 
FAMILY HISTORY MEETING 
11am ‘Brick Walls’ 
Members’ Help Session in the Research Centre 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2pm GENERAL MEETING followed by 
‘My other Hobbies and Pastimes’ – 
Members to show and tell or just tell about their interests 
before ‘Family History’ interrupted their leisure time and 
took over their lives! 
Visitors Welcome         Old Gordon School Meeting Room 1 
No Booking Required                      Afternoon Tea Available 
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NOTICE TO MEMBERS 
 
The KHS Constitution allows for  five ‘Life Members’ who 
have given KHS outstanding service. Following the recent 
death of Hazel Perdriau, the KHS Committee has considered 
the nomination of John Brown to become a Life Member. 
 
In accordance with the Constitution Rules 2 (d) and 25 (2), the 
Secretary of Ku-ring-gai Historical Society hereby gives twenty 
one days’ notice of a special resolution for members’ 
consideration of John Brown becoming a Life Member. The 
resolution will come before the members at the General 
Meeting to be held on Saturday 20 May 2015 at 2pm. 
 
John Brown is a great grandson of John "The Squire" Brown 
(1834-1884), a very early Sydney timber merchant who owned 
land in Ku-ring-gai. 
 
John has been an active and contributing member of the 
Society since 1967. He was born in Chatswood and lived for 
the greater part of his life in Ku-ring-gai, having a wide 
knowledge of the district’s history. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 John Russell Ernest Brown 
 
 
Now living in Tweed Heads, John maintains frequent personal 
contact on history topics with various members of the Society, 
having contributed many articles for publication in 
The Historian from the early days to the present time.   
 
A keen photographer, John played a significant role in 
establishing the Society's photographic collection.  He was also 
involved in producing the Society's first Newsletters from 
1972 in the days before word processors and quality 
photocopiers were available.   
 
These and other activities led John to being appointed as the 
Society's Historian of the Year in 2004.  
 

KU-RING-GAI MAYORAL AWARD 
 

Congratulations 
Beth Facer!  
 
Beth among other 
distinguished members of 
the Ku-ring-gai community 
at the Mayoral Awards 
Ceremony for the Seniors 
Week Festival on 
5 March at the Uniting 
Church, Turramurra 
 
A regular room Volunteer 
with KHS for more than 
4 years, Beth is always 
willing to share her 
considerable knowledge to 
assist people with their 
research.   
    
For several years Beth worked with the Preservation Group, 
including compiling significant milestones from the Society’s 
minutes that were used in The First 50 Years, our 2013 
anniversary book. 
 
Since 2012 she has been indexing the Society’s journal, 
The Historian, a major commitment. 

 
ANZAC Knitting Project – Help Wanted! 
Remember Grace Cossington Smith’s Masterpiece Australian 
WWI Impressionist Painting, The Sock Knitter? 
 
Sue Dunstan is coordinating a Community Project to create an 
artwork installation for St John’s Anglican Church, Gordon, of 
1600 red, knitted poppies – in recognition of the sixteen 
hundred Ku-ring-gai men and women who courageously 
volunteered for World War I service. Thirteen of the WWI 
fatalities are commemorated in the St John’s Cemetery. 
 
Knitters are needed – JOIN UP NOW! 
 
Please contact Sue as soon as possible on 9498 8720 for 
details. 

 
ANZAC DAY PROGRAM 
Ku-ring-gai Wildflower Garden 
Special screening of 
GALLIPOLI The Front  Line  Exper i ence  
3pm  Doors open 
3.15pm  Mayor’s welcome and ANZAC  
  acknowledgment 
3.20pm  Recitation Ode of Remembrance 
3.30pm  Documentary screening commences 
5.30pm  Refreshments available, Bushband  
5.30pm  Two-up commences 
6.30pm  Concludes 
 
Bookings Essential   9424 0868   Free 
kmc.nsw.gov.au/ANZAC 
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GALLIPOLI -  

The Ku-r ing-gai  Connec t ion  
By David Wilkins 

Seaborne access from the Mediterranean Sea to the 
strategically important Black Sea was via the Aegean Sea and 
then through the narrow mine-infested Turkish strait, the 
Dardanelles, which emerged at the sea of Marmora.  

 

Map 1: Gallipoli Peninsula 

The initial allied attempts to capture the Dardanelles and the 
Turkish capital, Constantinople, by naval bombardment and 
incursion of warships and submarines, failed. The next plan 
was an allied invasion of the Gallipoli Peninsula by British 
Empire troops (The Mediterranean Expeditionary Force) and 
French forces. Some British landed on all sides of Cape Helles, 
the southern toe of the peninsula, supported by the French 
who had initially landed on the Asian side. 
The plan was also for the two infantry divisions of Australian 
and New Zealand Army Corps (ANZAC) troops to land 
further north above Gaba Tepe and push eastward across the 
peninsula to sever the Turkish line of communications, 
securing on their way the dominant features including Hill 971.  
In the pre-dawn gloom of 25 April 1915 the wooden landing 
craft disgorged their thousands of Anzac troops further north 
than planned, at what became known as Anzac Cove. It was a 
jumbled and confused landing at 4.30am for the troops as they 
attempted to push through the steep terrain. War 
correspondent Ashmeed-Bartlett described them as clinging to 
the face of a cliff. That and the tenacious Turkish response 
under the decisive leadership of Colonel Mustafa Kemal (later 
to be the Turkish president, Kemal Ataturk) prevented the 
Anzacs from ever securing the heights of Hill 971 and Baby 
700 (other than momentarily). 
For the next eight months the Anzacs were restricted to an 
expanded but shallow beachhead and in the end were forced 
to evacuate on 19-20 December, in what was a brilliantly 
executed operation without further loss. About 50,000 
Australians served on Gallipoli suffering about 26-27,000 
casualties. Approximately 8,000 Australians were killed or died 
of wounds or disease. Of those who served on Gallipoli about 
300 soldiers had a Ku-ring-gai connection (1), of whom 51 
died and ten were decorated.  
Just one of those Ku-ring-gai men was killed in action on the 
day of the landing, 25 April, a member of 9th Battalion of the 

3rd Infantry Brigade, one of the initial invading units. He was 
Private Cecil Barrack an engineer from Gordon who, when 
pushing inland through the Valley of Despair, was killed by an 
enemy sniper from a commanding position on one of the 
surrounding slopes. Another to be wounded that day and to 
later die from his wounds was Private Reginald Wright, a 
farmer and horse driver from New Zealand who had been 
living with his sister, Amy Morton, in Lindfield prior to his 
embarkation with the 3rd Battalion. He was a veteran of the 
Boer War who had fought with the 4th Rough Riders. 
Others to later lose their lives during the Gallipoli campaign 
included Trooper Carl Adelt, Lieutenant Leo Anderson, 
Private Thomas Barnes (aka Sinfield), Private John Best, 
Lieutenant George Binnie, Private Newton Brand, Sergeant 
Ronald Carson, Sapper Edward Carter, Private Harry Clark, 
Captain Frank Coffee, Captain George Concanon, Private 
John Connell, Private Reginald Cook, Lieutenant Herbert 
Debenham, Sergeant Edgar De Lautour, Sergeant John Digby, 
2nd Lieutenant Everard Digges La Touche, Private Charles 
‘Joe’ Donaldson, Private Arthur Farrants, Corporal Maurice 
Fergusson, Sapper Leonard Gatty, Sergeant Hugh Griffiths, 
Trooper John Hall, Private Thomas Herford, CQMS Wallace 
Hicks, Private Francis Hoggard, Lance Sergeant Sydney Irving, 
Major Richard Jenkins, Private Claude Kenyon, Private 
Charles King, Private ‘Jack’ Leggo, Private Frederick Monteith, 
Private Glenton Morphett, Private George Mosey, Private 
Austin Murray, Lieutenant Burdett Nettleton, Private Oliver 
Osborn, Private Percy Pickard, Private Philip Plumb, 2nd 
Lieutenant Charles (Lee) Pulling, Lance Corporal Arthur Roe, 
Private Leonard Taylor, Lance Sergeant Reginald Threlfall, 
Major Gordon Uther, Private Eric Walker, Private William 
Winter, Lieutenant C. Talbot Woods and his brother, Trooper 
William Woods. 
Nineteen-year-old Private Noel Hobden of Roseville was in 
the initial landing force with the 4th Battalion but was 
evacuated in June with malaria from which he later died. 

Trooper William Harry Rankin Woods (front right), 1st Light 
Horse Regiment, died of wounds on 15 May 1915 at Gallipoli 

aged 39 years (AWM J00450) 

Captain Concanon, a bank officer from Wahroonga, died in 
action on 27 April, two days after the Anzac landing and was 
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posthumously mentioned in despatches for displaying great 
bravery and gallantry when leading his men of C Company, 
2nd Infantry Battalion, in a bayonet charge against a much 
superior force, capturing the enemy’s trench, but while holding 
it and giving directions to his men he was fatally shot. 
Most of the Ku-ring-gai casualties belonged to the 1st, 2nd, 
4th and 13th Battalions. The 1st, 2nd and 4th Battalions, from 
the 1st Infantry Brigade, all took part in the Anzac landing on 
25 April 1915 as part of the second and third waves. Their 
most notable engagement at Gallipoli was when they led the 
assault at the Battle of Lone Pine in August. Also in August 
the 13th Battalion of the 4th Infantry Brigade attacked the 
rugged heights of Hill 971. The peak was approached at great 
cost but Turkish reinforcements forced the Australians to 
withdraw. The 13th also suffered many casualties during the 
attack on Hill 60 on 27 August. 
Corporal William Clarke, a quarryman serving in 13th 
Battalion, was recommended for the French Croix de Guerre 
for his actions on 9 May 1915 at Pope’s Hill and on 21 August 
1915 at ‘Kurija Arghyl’ (sic, probably Kaiajik Aghala, or Hill 
60). On 9 May Clarke voluntarily joined a daytime 
reconnaissance patrol from the post at Pope’s Hill and became 
the only survivor to be neither killed nor wounded. He 
continued, under enemy fire, to relay messages and stores 
between the patrol and post and finally, assisted with the 
return of his wounded comrades. Then on 21 August Corporal 
Clarke again displayed considerable cool and daring as a scout 
during the crossing of the Kaiajik Dere. For his conspicuous 
bravery Clarke was awarded the Military Medal. 
These August engagements were part of a bold allied plan to 
break out of the beachhead and push inland across the 
peninsula. The main thrust was to come from a combined 
British and Anzac force assaulting the dominant ridgeline, 
focusing on the Chunuk Bair and Hill 971 peaks and another 
British landing further north at Suvla Bay, with diversionary 
assaults by the Australians at Lone Pine and the Nek.  
 

 
 

Map 2: Main Features adjacent to ANZAC Cove 

 
 

Sketch of some of the geographical features during the August 
offensive (from the war diary of the 3rd Light Horse Brigade, 

August 1915; courtesy AWM) 

 

The Battle of Lone Pine 
Seven Victoria Crosses were awarded to Australians at the 
Battle of Lone Pine (6-9 August) when the 1st and 3rd 
Infantry Brigades suffered over 2,200 casualties - all that from 
what was meant to be a diversionary feint to draw the Turkish 
reserves away from the main British assault and objective of 
capturing Hill 971. All day and night of 5-6 August the 
Australian troops prepared for the Lone Pine assault and 
positioned themselves in the trenches facing a broad flat piece 
of ground known as the 400 Plateau. The artillery barrage that 
had been pounding the enemy positions lifted just prior to the 
infantry assault at 5.30am on 6 August. The Australians rushed 
over the area of no-man’s land and almost reached the Turkish 
trenches before fire was brought to bear on them. They fought 
through to the enemy trenches to discover they were roofed 
over with pine logs and were virtually impenetrable, although 
the preliminary bombardment had created some breaches. 
Most of the attacking troops, with bayonets fixed and hand 
bombs ready, pushed on to the rear trenches that were open, 
and engaged the Turks there as well as following inside the 
labyrinth back to the covered trenches. This battle saw some 
of the most savage hand-to-hand fighting and bombing of the 
campaign. Further inland, the Turks counter attacked but the 
Australian interlopers held fast against these for three days 
after which on 10 August the fighting eased. The Turkish 
losses were believed to have been over 5,000, more than 
double those of the Australians. The Anzac commander, Field 
Marshal William Birdwood, sent the message, ‘Well done … 
You have done splendidly.’ 
Amongst the multitude of disciplined and gallant men in this 
battle was Captain Alan Scott, a Dalgety & Co clerk from 
Wahroonga, serving with B Company 4th Battalion Infantry. A 
cheerful and dashing soldier, he was awarded the 
Distinguished Service Order for conspicuous gallantry in this 
attack on Lone Pine when he held on to a very exposed 
position till all his wounded men had been evacuated. The 
position was of great importance as it linked up with other 
positions captured on either flank. Later, after a heavy 
bombing attack by a superior Turkish force, which compelled 
him to withdraw, he led a bayonet charge to retake the 
position in the face of enemy enfilade machine gun fire. Scott 
was later promoted to Lieutenant Colonel to command the 
56th Battalion on the Western Front but was killed in action 
there in 1917. 
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Captain Alan Scott DSO 
On 5 August, as the 2nd 
Battalion’s armourer was 
busy sharpening the men’s 
bayonets in readiness for 
the next day’s assault, a 
group of 138 
reinforcements arrived in 
the battalion. Amongst 
them was Turramurra 
resident 2nd Lieutenant 
Everard Digges La 
Touche, a fresh infantry 

platoon commander, which was unusual because his calling 
was an Anglican clergyman. He was exceptionally brilliant, had 
a doctorate of letters and back home was a widely respected 
scholar and occasional visiting preacher at St Paul’s Church, 
Wahroonga. He was killed the following day amongst the 
Turkish trenches at Lone Pine. His brother-in-law, Sergeant 
William King, from the same battalion, was killed the same day 
in the same action. 
Sapper Leonard Gatty of the 1st Field Company Engineers 
wasn’t meant to be part of the charge at Lone Pine, his job 
being to improve the defences, but he joined in anyway, saying 
to an engineer mate, ‘the infantry have all the fun. I’m going to 
join them.’ He died during that assault and his body was never 
recovered. He was just 17 years old as he had falsified his age 
on enlistment. He is commemorated on the honour roll at 
Gordon Railway Station.  

 

 
 

Private Thomas Elias Herford, 1st Battalion, of Jersey Road 
Turramurra, who died of wounds received during the charge at 

Lone Pine (AWM H05978). 

 
Battle of the Nek  
As a further diversion from the main British objectives to 
the north, assaults were also launched on 7 August at the Nek 
by the Australian Light Horsemen fighting as infantry.  
The opposing Australian and Turkish trenches either side of 
the narrow saddle known as the Nek were just 20 metres apart 
in some places and up to 60 metres in others. Behind the 
Turkish defences there were more lines of trenches rising in 
tiers to the summit of the Baby 700 feature. This dominant 
height advantage of the Turks enabled them to pour withering 
rifle and machine gun fire upon the assaulting Australians in 
the open ground between their respective front lines. 

In such an exposed position any assaulting forces required 
covering fire and a softening-up artillery barrage of the enemy 
positions. As it eventuated, this support either failed to occur 
or, in the case of the barrage, was lifted too early because there 
had been no synchronization of watches. The lull created by 
this enabled the Turks to recover their firing positions and 
prepare for the anticipated assault, so that at the 4.30am start 
time (H hour) the first wave of Australians emerging from 
their trenches were mown down within metres. The 
narrowness of the Nek only enabled about 150 men to assault 
at a time. In all there were four assaults by the light horsemen 
of the 8th and 10th Light Horse Regiments of the 3rd Light 
Horse Brigade and each ended in the same disastrous result. 
The troopers of 8th Light Horse Regiment formed the first 
two waves of the Brigade’s suicidal attack whilst the 10th Light 
Horse Regiment formed the third and fourth lines of the 
charge. Soldiers said ‘Goodbye’ to their mates in the trenches, 
knowing they were about to die. Within 45 minutes some 372 
slain men lay in an area no bigger than a tennis court. It was a 
monumental and devastating failure.  
Thirteen Ku-ring-gai men died at Lone Pine (Best, Digges La 
Touche, Gatty, Griffiths, Herford, Hoggard, Irving, Kenyon, 
Leggo, Murray, Roe, Threlfall and Walker) and two at the Nek 
(Lieutenants Anderson and Talbot Woods were both in the 
first assault line). 
 

 
 

Sergeant Hugh Griffiths, KIA 6 August 1915. 
(AWM H19315) 

 

 

 
 

Lance Sergeant Sydney Irving, KIA 7 August 1915. 
(Photograph from Facing the Foe) 

 
A further six died in other battles of the August offensive 
(Nettleton, Pulling, Debenham, Monteith, Plumb and King) 
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Lieutenant Burdett Nettleton, a merchant from Turramurra, 
was Adjutant of the 1st Light Horse Regiment involved in the 
assault from Pope’s Hill to a feature called the Chessboard on 
7 August. He was described as a first class soldier with 
coolness under fire, who did splendid work in his part of 
capturing Turkish trenches before he was killed. 
That same day, 2nd Lieutenant Lee Pulling, a school master 
who had been an active member of the Killara Golf Club Rifle 
Club, was part of the 13th Battalion assault up the spur lines 
leading to Hill 971, when enemy field artillery found their 
range. Pulling was one of many to die from the shelling. 

 
2nd Lieutenant Lee 

Pulling, KIA 7 August 1915. 
(Photograph courtesy The 
Armidale School archives) 
CQMS Wallace Hicks, an 
accountant from Killara 
and veteran of the Boer 
War, landed at Gallipoli 
with his unit, 18th 
Battalion, on 20 August. 
The following day the 
battalion was committed 
to the last operation of the 
August Offensive- the 
attack on Hill 60. One day 
later CQMS Hicks was 
killed in action in front of 
the trenches on Hill 60. 

 
Private Charles King, a motor mechanic of Neringah Avenue, 
Wahroonga, and member of 17th Battalion, was involved in 
the charge at the Turkish trenches on Hill 60 on 27 August, 
the last action of the August offensive. Armed with bombs, he 
successfully reached an enemy parapet but was then fatally 
shot. 
 

 
 

Private Charles King, KIA 27 August 1915. 
(AWM H05965) 

 
A Lindfield student at London University when the war broke 
out enlisted with 6 Battalion East Lancashire Regiment and 
was involved in the main August assault upon Hill 971. He 
was Lieutenant Herbert Debenham who died as he led his 
men in an assault upon the smaller feature known as The 
Farm. He was posthumously mentioned in despatches and 
described by his commanding officer as there being no more 
gallant man to die that day. 
 

 
 

Lieutenant Herbert Debenham, MID, KIA 9 August 1915 (SMH 
18 August 1915) 

 
There were other decorated Ku-ring-gai soldiers in addition to 
those already mentioned. One was Captain Cecil ‘Boots’ 
Callaghan of Gordon, who on 12 July 1915 as a forward 
artillery observer, advanced with the first line of infantry and 
established telephone communications with his battery from 
the captured Turkish trenches. During the day he continued to 
advance under heavy fire, sending back accurate reports, 
valuable not only to the guns but also to the Corps staff. He 
was awarded the Distinguished Service Order for conspicuous 
gallantry.  
 

 
 

Captain Cecil Callaghan, DSO 
(AWM H19189) 

 
 
Also in recognition of conspicuous gallantry during the first 
two weeks of fierce fighting of the Gallipoli campaign, 
Lieutenant Ronald Hamilton, a company 
director from Nelson Road Lindfield, 
serving with the Divisional Signals 
Company Engineers, was awarded the 
Military Cross as well as being mentioned 
in despatches. Later, on the Western Front 
he would be mentioned in despatches 
another three times and also be awarded 
the French Croix de Guerre. 

  Lieutenant Ronald Hamilton MC, MID 
  (Evening News 5 March 1919, p.6) 
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Major Hugh Vernon from 
Turramurra, was mentioned in 
despatches for his generally 
excellent work while in 
command of the 1st Light Horse 
Regiment during the unit’s first 
three months of the Gallipoli 
campaign when mainly 
defending the post on Pope’s 
Hill. He was later promoted and 
highly decorated for his service 
on the Western Front. 

Major Hugh Vernon, MID 
(AWM P01208.021) 
 
Although Private Leslie Thompson, a public accountant from 
Bancroft Avenue Roseville, only joined the 20th Battalion on 
Gallipoli Peninsula as a reinforcement on 11 November 1915 
he was later awarded the Serbian Silver Medal for his service in 
the Mediterranean Expeditionary Force. The writer has been 
unable to locate his actual citation but as Thompson was later 
to become a Company Quartermaster Sergeant, responsible 
for logistics, stores and ammunition, it is possible his 
decoration related to his administrative organising ability 
during the very successful evacuation phase of the campaign in 
December. 
 
Pymble-born farmer, Captain William McKeown, the 
Quartermaster to 1st Light Horse Regiment, was mentioned in 

despatches for his excellent work, 
untiring energy and devotion to duty in 
organizing and administering the duties 
of unit quartermaster throughout the 
war from Gallipoli to the Sinai Desert 
and Palestine campaigns. 
 
Captain William McKeown, MID 
(AWM P00153.055) 

 
Although the August Offensive was the last of the campaign, 
the number of casualties continued to climb slowly. The final 
two from Ku-ring-gai were both majors who died on the same 
day, less than two weeks before the evacuation. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Major Richard Jenkins, 
KIA 11 December 1915. 

(Photograph courtesy Tim 
and Claire Jenkins) 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Boer War veteran, Major Richard Jenkins, a member of the 
Warrawee Bowling Club and the uncle of Captain Concanon  

(mentioned earlier), was appointed acting commander of 20th 
Battalion on 9 December but two days later died in action. As 
he was moving forward on a reconnaissance of Russell’s Top 
with two other officers, including Major Gordon Uther, a 
Pymble solicitor, Turkish shells exploded near them as they 
moved through the deep trenches of Monash Valley. At 
Russell’s Top however, there was a place where the trench was 
shallow and exposed to enemy observation and fire. As they 
ran forward, a shell landed amongst them killing Major Jenkins 
outright. Major Uther, and the third officer also died.  

 
CQMS Victor Portman (later Captain Portman MC) recorded 
in his diary: 

This was a stunning blow to the Battalion and cast a gloom over 
us that lasted for a very long time. Each of these officers was 
greatly esteemed and personally admired in the Battalion - 
perhaps more so than any other officer has since been privileged to 
be. 

The previous month Major Uther was recommended for the 
French Legion of Honour for meritorious service with his 
battalion especially while it defended Russell’s Top. However, 
no award appears to have been made. 

 

 
 

Major Gordon Uther, KIA 11 December 1915. 
(State Library of NSW) 

 
Australian newspaper correspondent Keith Murdoch, who was 
appalled at what he saw at Gallipoli, wrote a letter to the 
Australian Prime Minister, Andrew Fisher, saying, …it is 
undoubtedly one of the most terrible chapters in our history. 
Yet his admiration for the Digger was immense: …to be an 
Australian is the greatest privilege the World has to offer. When 
seen by the War Cabinet in London, the letter had the 
dramatic effect of instigating planning for the evacuation of 
the peninsula. 
During the evacuation in December 1915 Lieutenant Bertie 
Lowing of Wellesley Road, Pymble, serving with 6th Light 
Horse Regiment, was one of the last to leave, which he 
detailed in a letter to his mother written on board a transport 
en route from Lemnos to Egypt: 

 
It came as a surprise to us when we learned that we were to go, 
and that after all the work and loss we were to give it up and 
admit failure. However, we do not feel ashamed about it, as the 
Australians did everything they were asked to and better than 
expected…. 
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I knew a week before we were leaving, and although it was 
supposed to be a secret, soon everyone knew that something was 
going to happen. The troops began to dribble away, and 
everything was dismantled; stores were destroyed, and much 
munition and equipment were thrown into the sea. Then we 
became interested to know who would be the last to leave as it 
seemed certain that someone would have to be sacrificed to cover 
the retreat of the others. It was admitted that spies were 
amongst us, and the enemy planes could see that great changes 
in our numbers had taken place.  Every night troops slipped 
away until the Friday; then the details of the final exodus were 
made known. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Bertie Lowing 
as a 2nd 

Lieutenant in 
1915 

(Photograph 
from 12th 
Australian 

Light Horse 
Regiment 

Embarkation 
Book) 

 
 
 
 
 

I was chosen to be one of the last, a complement I appreciated, 
more especially as I was attached to another regiment and many 
of the old officers were anxious for the honor (sic). Out of the 
regiment there were four lieutenants chosen out of about 18, 
and I was surprised at getting the opportunity. We sent away 
our kits and all the sick, lame and sorry early in the week. The 
very thoughts of the last days completely unnerved many, and 
they were sent away. One young officer completely collapsed and 
had to be carried away unconscious. Personally I did not feel 
afraid exactly, but was very anxious after the brave lads who 
were being left, the very pick of the best. 
This is how it happened. The right flank was held by the  --- 
Light Horse plus one squadron of the --- Light Horse, our 
positions being known as Chatham’s post, and Wilson’s 
Lookout, about the most dangerous and most difficult points to 
defend on the peninsula. On Saturday night, December 18, we 
were left with about 130 men with nothing but our weapons 
and blankets, though we had plenty of food and a very quiet 
night it was. On Sunday I went to the beach for a final look at 
the route and point of embarkation. Such desertion and change 
you cannot imagine. All the camps and dugouts were the same; 
but the men had all gone. A week before one could see 
thousands of men moving about - now only a straggler or two. 
There were, I believe, only 2000 men on Anzac at this time, 
and before there had been somewhere about 50,000. 
Sunday passed quickly, as we were busy, and night fell, clear 
and moonlight, which was a blessing. At 10 o’clock a party 
left, and all that remained of us were 51 officers and men, to 
wait for four and a half hours within 25 yards of the enemy. 

These 51 were divided into three parties. The first (two officers 
and 20 men) were to leave at 2 o’clock on Monday morning, 
the second (myself and 15 men) at 2.10 a.m. and the third at 
2.25 a.m. 
The last four hours were slow and anxious. We kept alert with 
arms ready and bombs in our pockets, watching for the slightest 
sign of an offensive by the Turks. At last the time for the first 
lot arrived, and away they cleared; so I got ready for my turn 
with the watch in front of me. On the tick we sneaked off with 
muffled feet, through the trenches and tunnels all hollow and 
deserted, past all sorts of dark spots, cuts and saps, expecting 
every minute to hear an attack coming. 
After 15 minutes we arrived at the high point, and here I 
halted the men and listened and waited awhile to cover the 
retreat of the last party should they be followed. But all was 
quiet save the usual night sniping of the Turks, which was now 
directed at empty trenches.  So away we went again, now 
coming out into the open and being able to walk in pairs. We 
now felt safe, as the last party would be coming quickly along 
and the only likely danger was from ‘Beachy Bill’s’ shells, 
which now and then he sent along the beach. 
I took one last look around the old familiar landscape, and 
could not help feeling sorry at leaving, especially when I looked 
at the number of little wooden crosses over the graves of our 
friends and comrades. They had given all, and nothing had 
been gained.  

 
    

Grave of Private George Bertram Mosey of the 13th Battalion 
AIF, who died of wounds on 13th June 1915; 
“Hillside” graveyard behind Gaba Tepe, Gallipoli 
He is commemorated in Ku-ring-gai in the memorial park next 
to Roseville RSL (AWM P00229.003) 

 

 

 
Today’s manicured cemetery containing Private Mosey’s grave 
and plaque. It is now called Beach Cemetery (CWGC website) 
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We arrived at the beach safely, and embarked in cutters, which 
were towed out to the trawlers, and the latter took us to 
Lemnos. During the last four hours there were only 500 men 
holding alone which a week before contained some 30,000 men. 
So you can understand how fortunate we were to get off without 
a casualty. 
The --- Light Horse, who adjoined us and left under similar 
conditions, cleared out leaving one man watching - alone and 
forgotten. Fortunately, the oversight was discovered, and when 
someone returned for the man, there he was, quite unconcerned, 
peering out at the Turk trenches, the only man in the firing 
line. 
As we left we blew up a few old guns, which were about worn 
out … We also blew up a mine close to the Turks. It was a 
terrific explosion, and evidently made our friends believe an 
attack was coming, for they immediately opened up a heavy 
fusillade of rifle fire. We smiled very much to think how they 
had been sold. As we sailed away there was a blaze from the 
burning stores and munitions - and this was the last we saw of 
old Gallipoli. 
We heard from the navy that the Turks shelled our position for 
several hours next morning, not knowing of our departure. It 
was a wonderful bluff getting away so well; but now I believe 
the Turk himself was under the impression that we had some 
devilish scheme on hand to trap him. 
We are having a pleasant trip across, and the boys are all very 
happy, whistling and singing as they do. 

 
 

 
 

Private Glenton Morphett KIA 29 April 1915 
(AWM P07159.030) 

 

 

 
 

Private Oliver Osborn, KIA 2 May 1915 
(AWM P11037.003) 

 
 

Sergeant Theodore Carson, KIA 2 May 1915 
(AWM H05979) 

 

 
 

Trooper Carl Adelt, DOW 16 May 1915 
Buried at sea 

(Photograph SMH 5 June 1915) 

 

 
 

Sergeant Edgar De Lautour, KIA 23 May 1915 
 
Footnotes  
(i) The number of Ku-ring-gai soldiers who served at the Dardanelles 
is uncertain but over 300 had enlisted in the AIF by October 1915, 
time enough to embark with the MEF. 
(ii) Extract of diary entry in Facing the Foe, Tim & Gail Jenkins. 
(iii) Letter published in Leader, Orange NSW, 18 February 1916. 
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ON SALE NOW 
 
Rallying the Troops – Volume I 
 
This is no ordinary WWI reference book and its 
reach goes well beyond the Ku-ring-gai local area. 
The introductory chapters cover topics including: 
 

Recruitment 
 
Rifle Clubs  
 
Overseas 
War 
Memorials 
 
Charles Bean  
 
The 
New Guinea 
Campaign 
 
and Gallipoli. 

 
The well researched biographies cover men and 
women from all parts of Australia, and some from 
overseas – their connection with Ku-ring-gai is 
sometimes limited to a local next-of-kin address 
although all appear on Ku-ring-gai war memorials. 
 
The experiences depicted reflect those of many 
who served. 
 
Available from KHS – reasonably priced at $40! 
 
 
KHS DAY TRIPS  
 
To secure a place, complete 
booking and signed indemnity 
forms for each person attending at KHS Research 
Centre with cash (preferred) or cheque payment. 

Monday 11 May Exploring Ku-ring-gai   

Cost $35 includes ‘Mystery Lunch ‘ – this tour has 
just opened for booking, April tour fully booked.  

Thursday 16 April Little Bay & La Perouse  

Fully booked. 

THE GALLIPOLI CAMPAIGN: WANT 
TO KNOW MORE? 

On Saturday 22 March Military Historian David 
Wilson gave an evidence based, entertaining 
presentation ‘Dispelling the Myths of Gallipoli’. 
Speaker’s Notes for the talk will be published in the 
next newsletter. David has provided a 
comprehensive and up to date ‘Recommended 
Reading List’: 

Bean, C.E.W.  Official History of Australia in the War 
of 1914-1918 Volumes I and II, The Story of Anzac 

Broadbent, Harvey  Gallipoli: The Fatal Shore 

Dolan, Hugh  36 Days - The Untold Story Behind 
the Gallipoli Landings 

Ekins, Ashley  Gallipoli – A Ridge Too Far 

Erickson, Ed  Gallipoli: The Ottoman Campaign 

Hart, Peter  Gallipoli 

Pedersen, Peter  The Anzacs: Gallipoli to the Western 
Front 

Prior, Robin  Gallipoli: The End of the Myth 

Roberts, Chris  The Landing at Anzac 1915 

Sefik, Aker  The Dardanelles – The Ari Burnu Battles 
and the 27th Regiment 

Wilson, Graham  Bully Beef & Balderdash – Some 
Myths of the AIF Examined and Debunked 

Wilson, Graham  Dust, Donkeys, & Delusions – The 
Myth of Simpson & His Donkey Exposed 

Winter, Denis 25 April 1915: The Inevitable Tragedy 

Journal Articles: 

Broadbent, Harvey  ‘Gallipoli’s First Day: Turkish 
documents separating myth and reality’, AWM 
Wartime, Issue 46, April 2009 (NOTE: Ongoing 
work by Prof Broadbent of Macquarie University 
translating recently accessed documents in Turkish 
military archives yet to be published) 

Roberts, Chris  ‘Turkish Machine Guns at the 
Landing’, AWM Wartime, Issue 50, April 2010. 
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MARCH FAMILY HISTORY 
MEETING REPORT 

 
11am Session 
Jo Harris welcomed the 19 attendees. Jenny Joyce gave a ‘test 
run’ for her talk on Using Old Wills – England, Wales and 
Ireland (not Scotland). 
Whether left to the eldest son. youngest son or all sons or to 
Lord of the Manor – several methods of inheritance; spinsters 
could make a will but not widows; superstition – wills often 
made only later in life. 
Jenny demonstrated types of handwriting in older wills and 
advised several books available to assist. 
An internet website from ACSACS showing the AIF database 
the Great War 1914-18 demonstrated by Jo, first example Joan 
Stebbing’s father (awarded Military Cross and Bar). Another 
website – where people freely share BDM certificate and 
transcript information – Genuki – discussed and a handout 
provided with numerous websites to peruse. 
 
2 pm Session 
Jo Harris welcomed everyone including guests Bob and Jan 
Paisley. 
On this day ‘…7th March 1788. 
Fresh gales with rain. Temperature 74 deg F. = 23.3333333 C.’ 
From Sydney Cove 1788 by John Cobley. 
 
Society Happenings 
There are numerous tours, many of which are booked out. 
Please ensure money and an indemnity form for each person is 
placed in the Bookings Book on the main table. 
Exploring Ku-ring-gai Bus Trip 11 May - cost $35.  
 
Thursday 9, Friday 10 and Saturday 11 April: Roll-Up! 
for a day or two or parts of days for informal ‘fun and 
learning’ experiences with fellow members who are Room 
Volunteers or interested in becoming one. 
 
Book Reports 
Murrin Transcripts, received regularly, Family Tree 
Connections (always interesting articles), Irish Families in 
Australia and NZ 4 volumes – Jo Harris. 
Ultimo Tech Museum visited by Shirley Morley for Wendy 
Sharp Exhibition; Roots Tech FGS in Salt Lake City attended 
by Jenny Joyce with 20,000 others from 37 countries. Nil 
cemetery visit. 
 
Jo thanked Gerard Esquilant for organising the sound 
equipment for meetings; thanked the 2014-15 FHG 
Committee members – Margaret Holland, Jenny Joyce, Yvette 
Reeve, Beverly Robinson, Jean Smith and Elaine Turnidge for 
their untiring help through the year, all members stood down, 
Jo called on Morrison Hammond to call for nominations. All 
were re-nominated individually, seconded and approved. 
Thanks to Jo and the Committee for standing for 2015-16. 
 
Conferences 
Members are able to obtain a discounted registration for the 
NSW & ACT Family History Conference in Port Macquarie: 
Friday 11 Sunday 13 September 
contact Email:  conference.pmdfhs@gmail.com, 
Jenny Joyce can assist with the code word. 
Lucky Door Prize drawn by Bob Paisley was won by Audrey 
Turkington, The Spirit of Ireland – A Land of Legend and Mystery. 
Afternoon tea followed another delightful talk, with a 
leprechaun and shamrocks on the table to make us smile. 
 

Bob Pais ley :  ‘An Ulsterman Living in Oz – the 
Mid-Sixties  and again,  50 Years Later ’  
 

 
       Tony Prince thanking Bob Paisley 
 
Bob recounted how his and Jan’s lives changed forever after 
meeting on the Fairsky en route to Australia from N. Ireland in 
1964, as high school teachers coming to help in NSW with the 
new vision for secondary education, as outlined by Dr Harold 
Wyndham, Director General of Education. They returned to 
Ireland, but are back here permanently now. 
Early Life in Northern Ireland: before 1921 there were 4 
counties in N. Ireland; since 1922 26 counties in Eire, 
Republic of Ireland, now part of the EU. Six counties in 
N. Ireland – Ulster Covenant signed by loyalists better to stay 
with GB and NI. ‘Paisley’ name possible ‘Passelet’ – in 1587 
Lord Claude Hamilton was 1st Baron Paisley – there is a world 
wide Paisley Society, 2015 Lord Paisley from County Tyrone is 
Head of the Paisley Family. Bob’s father, Robert, was born in 
1904 in Hillsborough, County Down – his mother, Emma 
Creighton. An uncle was head gardener at Castle Antrim 
where Bob spent many happy times. In 1939 his father was a 
civilian member of airport security; mother, father, son, 
daughter and elderly aunt shared a small cottage without 
electricity in those days, as was common. 
Bob spoke fondly of experiences aboard the Fairsky, including 
assisting to occupy lots of children on board with their mums 
travelling to join their dads, and the ten pound pom scheme. 
He reminisced with great humour early days as a young art 
teacher in ‘Kempsey’ (not ‘Campsie’ – a pronounced mistake 
which kept him and Jan apart for a time.) He built a backdrop 
for an ‘Irish’ school play, bought a Holden ute, joined the golf 
club and taught visual arts to numerous Aboriginal children, 
also at Port Macquarie, felt he was ‘lucky’ to be in the country. 
After teaching at Bankstown Boys High School he married Jan 
who taught at Dulwich Hill. Bob and Jan married at the 
Wayside Chapel on 3 January 1968 and left Sydney again on 
5 January, again on the Fairsky, this time via the Panama Canal 
for NI so that Jan could meet his family. There they stayed for 
the next 46 years. Their son Robert married an Australian girl, 
so now Bob and Jan are back in our beautiful country, 
Australia. 
           Notes by Jean Smith 
 

Newsletter Deadline 
Please send email copy for publication to editor@khs.org.au as early 
as possible, but no later than 15th of each month. Copy is accepted on 
the basis that Ku-ring-gai Historical Society has editing rights and that 
readers can reproduce it in whole or part with acknowledgement. 
Material should be in electronic form if possible, with as little 
formatting as possible, e.g. no bullets, indenting or styles. 
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DIARY DATES 
 
Easter Saturday 4 April  
Family History 
11am ‘Brick Walls’ 
 Members’ Help session 
2pm General Meeting followed by 
 ‘Members’ Forum – Other Hobbies 
 and Pastimes’ 
 
Saturday 18 April 
2pm Society General Meeting and Lecture 
 Alasdair McGregor: A Forger’s 
 Progress: The Life of Francis Greenway 
 Old Gordon School Meeting Room 1 
 Afternoon Tea Available 
 Visitors Welcome 
 
Saturday 2 May 
11am Workshop TBA 
2pm Society General Meeting followed by 
 Frederick Meredith – A Steward on 
 the First Fleet ship ‘Scarborough’ 
 Speaker: Nan Bosler, President of the 
 Frederick Meredith Descendants’ Group 
 Visitors Welcome 
 
Saturday 16 May 
2pm Society General Meeting and Lecture 
 Speaker: Tony Griffiths  
 WWI Australian Volunteers in Britain 
 Visitors Welcome 
 
SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP MEETINGS 
 in the KHS Research Centre: 
 
Mac-Users Discussion Group 
Monday 6 April at 2pm  
 
Irish Special Interest Group 
Friday 10 April at 1.30pm 
 
German Special Interest Group 
Monday 13 April at 1:30pm 
 
Technology Special Interest Group 
Thursday 16 April at 1.30pm 
 
KHS RESEARCH CENTRE HOURS 
The Ku-ring-gai Historical Society Research Centre 
is located at 799 Pacific Highway, Gordon, next 
door to Gordon Library. Open 10am – 2pm 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and 
Saturdays, except 1st Saturday of each month. 
Closed Wednesdays, Sundays and Public Holidays. 
 

ADMINISTRATION 
Phone Numbers  
 

President   Graham Lewis   9416 5818 
Vice Presidents   Jo Harris  9489 4393 
    Jenny Joyce  9440 2131 
Treasurer   Neil Falconer  9488 7293 
Secretary   Yvette Reeve  9987 0904 
Immediate Past President  
  Jennifer Harvey   9489 6390 
COMMITTEE Ann Barry  9144 6480 
  Morrison Hammond 9449 7447 
  Margaret Holland 9488 5452 
  Joan Stebbing  9489 6476 
  Jennifer Thredgold 9144 6320 
Family History Group 
Leader  Jo Harris  9489 4393 
Committee Margaret Holland 9488 5452 
  Jenny Joyce  9440 2131 
  Yvette Reeve  9987 0904 
  Beverly Robinson 9988 3775 
  Jean Smith  9498 4468 
  Elaine Turnidge  9899 2635 
APPOINTEES 
Accessions Jennifer Wallin  9983 1871 
Book Sales Kathie Rieth  9416 1587 
  Margaret Holland 9488 5452 
Catering  Vicki Williams  9415 8833 
  Margaret Holland 9488 5452 
Computer System   Peter Stehn  9489 9488 
Curators Jennifer Harvey  9489 6390 
  Ann Barry  9144 6480 
The Historian Editors 
  Jennifer Harvey  9489 6390 
  Kathie Rieth  9416 1587 
Indexing Beth Facer  9988 0823 
Newsletter Editor   Julia Green  9440 4742 
Publicity Sue Dunston  9498 8720 
Public Officer Helen Davies  9416 5825 
Research Team Leader 
  Joan Stebbing  9489 6476 
Social Media Jill Ball   9653 1888 
Speakers Program Beverley Dunstan 9419 8526 
Volunteer Roster Heather Davidson 9144 1844 
Volunteer Coordinator   Geoff Little 9449 3131 
Webmaster Andy Joyce  9440 2131 
Welfare Officer   Elaine Turnidge  9899 2635 
WWI Writers & Researchers Group Coordinators 
  Kathie Rieth  9416 1587 
  David Wilkins          0411 186752 
  
 

 
 
©  Ku-ring-gai Historical Society Inc and authors. 
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this newsletter with acknowledgment to named 
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