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SATURDAY DECEMBER 1
FAMILY HISTORY MEETING
11.00am No workshop scheduled
2.00pm FAMILY HISTORY MEETING
Christmas Party
Everyone likes trivia, so please come along and enjoy
yourselves at our Christmas Trivia Party. Please bring
a plate, but not something that needs to be heated, as
the stove is broken.
FUTURE TOUR DATES
February: Wednesday 6th and Thursday 21st - Tours
8a & 8b: State Library
March: Thursday 14th – Tour 9: Historical Aircraft
Museum, Albion Park
FEBRUARY TOURS
Tour 8a Wednesday 6th & Tour 8b Thursday 21st
State Library
Each visit will be hosted by member Patrick Dodd,
who, as a Library Guide, is very enthusiastic about all
the library’s recent changes. Our Tour will start at 10.15
at the Mitchell Picture Galleries following their recent
spectacular renovation, where over 300 of the library’s
1500 picture collection are shown together for the first
time, and then we’ll move to the Amaze Gallery. Ample
time for a wander and discussion around both galleries.
After lunch we will return to the library and the new
Dixson Wing galleries displaying the eight new
exhibitions including historic Holtermann photographs,
Bligh’s logs and much more. Again, we will have time
to wander and review and Patrick will be available to
encourage and answer questions. The refurbishment of
these galleries offers a wonderful new approach for our
renowned State Library.
Each tour will be by train, limited to 20 members, with
lunch at the nearby Da Capo Courtyard Café, at own
cost. Bookings for both tours open Saturday January
19th at the KHS General meeting. Do not miss this
special visit, offered on this occasion, free of charge.
TREASURER’S REPORT
Our income for the month amounted to $1,326 whilst
our expenses totalled $2,628 giving us a deficit for the
month of $1,302. Our major expense this month was
the payment of 12 months’ rent for the rooms we use
for our research centre.
Reminders were sent last month to our unpaid
members. We have received some payments but still
have outstanding dues which will be written off in next
month’s report.

JANUARY ADVANCE NOTICE
SATURDAY JANUARY 19
2.00pm GENERAL MEETING: Iconic
Australian Inventions of our time
Presenter: Ian Thompson
We focus on some classic Australian inventions from
the 19th century colonial era through to our present time,
and the people and science behind these discoveries and
inventions. Iconic inventions such as the Victa
lawnmower, Vegemite, Mortein Fly Spray, the Ford
'Ute and the Hills Hoist
are early trappings of our
ordinary life and are dayto-day reminders of our
own
ingenuity
in
contributing to the way
we live today. We must
also
not
forget the
Boomerang - the most
famous of all Aboriginal
inventions. But this raises
the question - such items
maybe seem like odd
foundations on which to build a national reputation for
ingenuity in our isolated land, or are they? Let's have
a look at these and other early iconic Australian
inventions.

Visitors Welcome

Afternoon Tea Available

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Malia & Garry SMITH, Wahroonga.
Mr & Mrs Tasker RYRIE, Lindfield.
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GENERAL MEETING OCTOBER 20
Colonial Brothers Robert and Helenus Scott
At this meeting members and visitors were treated to a
well-researched and informative presentation by Dr
Mark Dunn, historian, former CH Currey Fellowship
holder at the State Library. As well as being
interesting, Mark’s talk provided some challenging
thoughts about our early colonial history interactions
with Aborigines. Much of Mark’s information has been
gleaned from a comprehensive collection of Scott
family letters and papers.
Robert (1799–1844) and Helenus (1802–1879) and
family had lived in India. The Scott family also had
estates in England and Scotland. In the 1820s the
brothers, with their father (also Helenus), left their
mother Augusta and other family members in England
to travel to Australia. Helenus senior died in Cape
Town but the brothers continued to New South Wales.
In 1823 they were granted extensive lands and were
among the earliest free settlers in the Hunter Valley.
The family were prolific letter writers. Because of
family connections (see later) those records are now
preserved in the State Library. They form a valuable
source of contemporary observations of early life in the
Hunter Valley (extended by later generations).
When they travelled to, and established, their properties
the brothers initially lived in a bark lean-to at Glendon.
That modest dwelling was significantly expanded and
upgraded over many years.
The brothers became popular in the Hunter Valley and,
more generally, the colony.
As with many
contemporaries they became avid collectors of plants,
animals and local history. This was a family pastime
and they exchanged with like-minded collectors around
the world. They also developed a reputation as
architects and builders, such as: Dalwood House,
Wyndham and Glendon House. They were well-known
for their horse-breeding skill, probably derived from
family activities in the United Kingdom. They did not
write down an Aboriginal vocabulary. However, they
did seem to have a good language knowledge of the
Hunter Valley area.
Robert had studied law in England. He was appointed
a magistrate in 1824. That broadened his dealings with
the Aborigines. He and Helenus had worked with and
used Aborigines in various domestic pursuits. But as a
magistrate Robert was at times party to the official use
and abuse of the aboriginal population — as trackers
and as targets of attack. The use of the mounted police
in the latter activities exacerbated declining relations.
Further, Mark noted that the Scott brothers provided
muskets to the Aborigines.
The role of magistrates, including their attitudes to
undesirable police activities, was a cause of friction in
the colony. Robert was dismissed as a magistrate in
1838 by Governor Gipps, and died in 1845. That
placed Helenus and the Scott family in a precarious
financial position.
Helenus had married in 1835. Their mother, Augusta,

Robert and Helenus Scott (cont’d)
and other family members had joined the brothers in the
colony, and married. The next generation became
particularly influential. Helenus’ papers were rather
more domestic in nature — including descriptions of
daily life, floods, etc. There was a range of recipes (and
for more than just food cooking). A sister married
James Mitchell. Hence the Scott’s papers are included
in the Mitchell Library.
The Scott brothers did, in part, reflect the attitudes of
many of the colonists — a mix of both good and bad.
(Notes: Richard Facer)
RECENT LIBRARY ACQUISITIONS
September/October 2018
• Joanna’s Journey, The Miller & McKinley
Families Ireland to Australia. Joanna Greenwood
2018. 94 pages with photos and family trees of
McKinley and Miller family, no index. Donated by
author. BIO MIL
• The Great North Walk. From Sydney to Newcastle
via the Lane Cove River Valley, the Benowie Track,
the Hawkesbury and the Watagan Forests. Garry
McDougall and Leigh Shearer-Heriot 1991. 2nd
Edition. 159 pages with index and maps. BUS McD
• The Great North Walk – Discovery Kit Maps 2002.
Dept. of Conservation and Land Management. Maps
of each of the walks: The Chase Alive, The Benowie
Walking Track, The Hawkesbury Track, The Cedar
Bush Walk, The Yuelarbah Track, The Watagen
Track, The Lane Cove Walk, Visitors Guide for Kuring-gai Chase National Park. BUS MAP
• Memories of Lane Cove Lane Cove Council 2018.
Donated by Ruth Myers. 55 pages with photos. 2066
LAN
• Warrawee Bowling Club 1907 – 2007. Jackie
Wilson 2007. Donated by Elizabeth Dokulil. 198
pages with photos, no index. ORG WAR
• Bradfield Park RAAF Station, My recollections
1940 - 1945. Graeme D. Rushworth 2018. Donated
by author. 18 pages. MIL RUS
• The War Through the Microscope. P.A. Peachey
2016. The diaries of Percy Alfred Peachey,
Australian medical Corps, 2nd Australian General
Hospital, World War I 1915-1919. 352 pages with
many photos and family tree of Charles Isaac
Peachey and Emma Field; no index. MIL PEA
• The Parramatta Cemeteries St John’s. Parramatta
& District Historical Society 1991. 235 pages with
index and full transcriptions. CEM 2150
• The Cow Pasture Road II. W.H. Wilson 2007. A
tour in the footsteps of the architect William Hardy
Wilson with visits to the early homesteads of
Varrowville, Raby, Denham Court, Collingwood and
Epping Forest. 2570 WIL.
• Carved into History, Images of quarantine at North
Head. National Parks and Wildlife Service 1988. 48
pages with many photos, no index. 2000 NAT.
• Newcastle History Vol 8. Newspaper 1997.
Collection of newspaper articles. 2300 NEW.
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KHS VISIT to ANSTO, LUCAS HEIGHTS
Tour 4, Thursday October 18
Twenty-five KHS members and friends were delighted
to make their way to the AUSTRALIAN NUCLEAR
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY ORGANISATION,
well known as ANSTO, for our long delayed visit.
This important site was opened just over 60 years ago
and the initial Nuclear Reactor HIFAR was at that time
one of only six such reactors throughout the world,
(England 2, Scotland 1, Germany 1, Denmark 1 and
Australia 1) all now decommissioned and replaced with
modern hi tech versions.
A prime objective at ANSTO is to produce nuclear
medicines. One in two Australians is likely to need
nuclear medicine in some form during their life time. If
one has had a CT, PET or SPECT scan, it is likely the
nuclear medicines used in the procedure came from
ANSTO. These medicines are delivered weekly to 250
hospitals and health practices around Australia and
New Zealand. Aside from producing the nuclear
medicines used in hospitals today, the OPAL research
reactor (the replacement of HIFAR) is enabling vital
research into new medicines to diagnose or treat
diseases such as Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s and
melanoma. OPAL is also enabling scientists to develop
new ways to produce food to help prevent bowel
cancers, and even new types of antibiotics, and more.
After passing through Federal Police Security (the
ANSTO site is Commonwealth territory) we were split
into two groups and with wonderfully skilled and
enthusiastic guides we visited three of the working
facilities in the 70 hectare site including HIFAR which
most interestingly was non computerised. The ANSTO
precinct also considers and plans for safe uranium
waste storage. Methods have been pioneered at
ANSTO to reduce the size of the safe storage process
whilst at the same time increasing safety overall. The
two websites, www.managingnuclearwaste.gov.au and
www.ansto,gov.au offer extra interesting information.
At the conclusion of our ANSTO tour we headed off to
the Audley Dance Hall Cafe in the Royal National Park
for an excellent seniors lunch in this historic park.
HISTORICAL MOMENT 1939

Looking down Pymble Hill in 1939 – The Pacific
Highway at Pymble looking south to the rail overbridge. Image: RMS Archives (Notes: Dick Whitaker)

VALE MAJOR GENERAL GORDON MAITLAND
Major General Gordon Maitland AO, OBE, RFD, ED
(Ret’d) passed away on 18 October 2018. He was a
banker in civilian life as well as a distinguished
military historian and doyen of the veteran community.
A student at Sydney University when the Second
World War broke out, he enlisted as a private soldier in
the Second AIF and served in the Pacific Islands. He
remained in the Interim Army, receiving his
commission in 1946, before joining the CMF two years
later. Promotions followed, culminating in his rank as
a Major General in 1974, an exceptional achievement
unequalled
by
any others among
those who began
WW2 as Privates.
In the course of
his career, he
commanded 4th
Battalion Royal
New South Wales
Regiment
(for
which he was
awarded
the
OBE), the CMF’s
2nd
Division
(receiving an AO)
then
finally
became the first
reserve officer to be Chief of Reserves at Army
Headquarters and a member of the Chief of Army’s
Advisory Council.
His civil life was also distinguished. Having joined the
Commonwealth Bank after WW2, he specialised in
commercial
finance
with
eventual
major
responsibilities for marketing operations. He rose to be
the bank’s Chief Manager.
As well, he was CEO of The Royal Agricultural
Society and a member of a number of NSW
Government Committees.
Following his retirement he devoted his life with great
energy to commemorative and community activities,
particularly assisting veterans and their organisations,
a number of which he led. He also had a lifelong
dedication to military history, and published several
books.
General Maitland is fondly remembered by Ku-ringgai Historical Society, particularly for his recent
involvement with our commemorative series, Rallying
the Troops. He not only wrote the foreword for Volume
II but was greatly supportive of the project.
Gordon Maitland’s life was one of on-going
achievement: he was an outstanding soldier, a talented
administrator, a positive community member and a
thorough gentleman. He will be sorely missed.
David Wilkins
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WHO WAS THIS RESIDENT? NOVEMBER 2018
JOSEPH HENRY MAIDEN
Joseph was born at St John's Wood, London, England
on 25th April 1859, the eldest son of Henry Maiden,
china dealer and later accountant, and his wife Mary
Elizabeth, nee Wells. Suffering ill-health, it was
suggested that Australia’s climate would most help his
life style, so in 1880 he left England to continue his
work as a botanist. Within a short time he made major
contributions to the knowledge of Australian flora,
especially Eucalyptus and Wattle. Among the various
positions he held were those of Curator of the
Technological Museum of New South Wales and
Director of Sydney’s Royal Botanic Garden 18961924. He researched plants throughout mainland
Australia and Tasmania in the1890s. Maiden wrote
countless papers and received the Clarke Medal and the
Linnean Medal.
Eliza Jane Hammond became his wife at Kew, Victoria
in 1883. Their only son, Harrie Hammond, born 1884
was lost at sea on board “Eulomene” in 1905. Their
four daughters were Gertrude (1886), Mary E E (1888),
Acacia Dorothy (1890) and Rose (1893).
Joseph Maiden lived at “Levenshulme”, corner of
Turramurra Ave and Nulla Nulla St, (later 2 Nulla
Nulla St) Turramurra, New South Wales. He died on 16
November 1925 and is buried at St John the Evangelist
Graveyard, Gordon.
Citations:
Internet: https://dictionaryofsydney.org/entry/maiden
joseph
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/maiden-joseph-henry7463 (and more)
Books:
“Useful Native Plants of Australia”.
J.H.Maiden, published 1889
“The Little Giant – The Life & Work of Joseph Henry
Maiden 1859- 1925”. Lionel Gilbert 2001

FAMILY HISTORY MEETINGS Saturday Nov. 3
11.00 am Workshop
Yvette Reeve welcomed a very large crowd of 44
people at the morning workshop. The meeting was
adjourned to the larger meeting room, as our research
room was too small for such a large crowd!
Christine Yeats, President of the Royal Historical
Society of Australia, just one of her many hats, gave a
talk and explanation of Trove. She showed us much of
the functionality of the site and was very informative
and almost everyone present learnt something they
didn’t know, even the experts. There were lots of
questions after Christine’s talk.
Jenny Joyce gave a vote of thanks to Christine.
2.00 pm meeting
Yvette Reeve continued with the afternoon meeting and
welcomed another very good crowd of 38 members,
with two visitors.
She reminded us that KHS is hosting the NSW & ACT
Association of Family History Societies conference to
be held on 11-13 October 2019 at Knox Grammar
School Wahroonga. Pamphlets, as well as book marks,
are now available for our members to take and
distribute to help advertise the conference. To receive
newsletters and updates sign up at
https://exploringthepast.khs.org.au/
Neil Falconer spoke on upcoming tours in December
and next February and March.
Our speaker this afternoon was Gay Hendriksen,
talking about the convict women sent to Australia, of
which there were 24,960 in total. Nine thousand of
these women experienced life (if it can be called that)
in the thirteen female factories, scattered throughout the
land.
The women bought with them more than 180 trades.
Over 90 percent were first and second time offenders
and the authorities were very critical of these women.
Gay become very excited when one of our members,
Lorna Watt, mentioned that her ancestor Hannah
Brown was incarcerated in the Parramatta Female
Factory. Contact details between the two women were
exchanged.
Patrick Dodd thanked Gay for a very interesting,
informative and enjoyable talk and he mentioned Gay’s
invaluable contribution to help save our heritage.
Raffle first prize book was won by Morrison Hammond
and the second by Russ Newcombe.
Both of the women who presented today were
extremely knowledgeable and very interesting
speakers.
The meeting finished with afternoon tea.
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VICE PRESIDENT JO HARRIS STEPS ASIDE
Jo Harris, a recipient of an OAM in the 2017 Queen’s
Birthday Honours List, has been a member of the Kuring-gai Historical Society since 1999 and a Vice
President of the Society since 2001. For 15 years she
was Leader of the Family History Group, and has run
many successful Mystery Tours around Ku-ring-gai.
She was made a Life Member of KHS in 2017. She
decided not to be a candidate in this year’s annual
election of officers. Through teaching courses and
providing individual assistance, Jo has helped many
Society members to commence study of their family
history, and contribute to Saturday morning workshops.
Jo at her most
recently organised
event, the Centenary
Celebration of the
first wireless link
from the UK to
Australia.

RALLYING THE TROOPS VOL IV
Did you miss the launch of the final RTT volume on the
25th of last month, but definitely want a copy? Here is
information on the content of Vol IV. For a description
of the content of earlier volumes go to the Society’s
website at https://www.khs.org.au/publications.html.
You can purchase copies on this site and at the
Society’s rooms.
We
thank
Ku-ring-gai
Council and the Department
of Veterans’ Affairs for
providing
grants
that
enabled the Society to have
the books designed and
printed professionally.

See the supplement
in the November
Newsletter for an
account of the event.

(Notes: Morrison
Hammond)
RALLYING THE TROOPS PROJECT ENDING
With the publication of the fourth volume of Rallying
the Troops our project has come to an end. It has taken
almost six years to produce these four books and
involved a team of up to 30 researchers and writers.
Our intention was to record the stories of all the
wonderful men and women who are commemorated on
our local memorials. Since this project began in early
2013 the scope has expanded considerably. Our
research revealed nearly 500 more associated with Kuring-gai, whose names were not recorded here. They
are now, in the pages of Rallying the Troops.
Undaunted by this very significant increase, our
wonderful team continued. It is very clear that without
their dedication and enthusiasm this project would not
have progressed. Each volume lists the names of those
who contributed.
Readers may ask, why go to the expense of producing
books, why not publish on a website?
Poet Geoff Page in ‘Smalltown memorials” wrote:
“ … something in that first demanded stone.”
Our veterans’ names are on memorials in stone and
bronze, and in gold letters on honour boards; these
provide a public focus for remembrance. Now our
veterans’ stories are told in beautifully presented books,
intended to hold treasured places in homes and
libraries, where they can be read in quiet and private
contemplation. (Notes: Kathie Rieth)
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DIARY DATES
DECEMBER
Saturday 1 11:00am No Family History Workshop
Saturday 1 2:00pm Family History Meeting:
Christmas Party (Please bring a plate)
Friday 7
Tour 6: End of Year Cruise, Port Hacking
Monday 10 German SIG
Friday 14
Research Centre closes, reopens Monday 7
Jan 2019
Saturday 15 No General Meeting
JANUARY
Saturday 5 No Family History Group meetings
Monday 7 Research Centre reopens
Saturday 19 2:00pm General Meeting: Iconic
Australian Inventions of our time
Presenter: Ian Thompson
FEBRUARY
Saturday 2 11:00am Family History Workshop
Scottish Research
Presenter: Jenny Joyce
Saturday 2 2:00pm Family History Meeting: Registry
of Births, Deaths and Marriages
Presenter: Amanda Ianna
Wednesday 6 Tour 8a: State Library
Saturday 16 2:00pm General Meeting: Sydney
Postcards: History through the mail
Presenter: Robert Mills
Thursday 21 Tour 8b: State Library

How to book a tour
The tour booking table opens at 1:30pm before the start
of the KHS General Meeting on the 3rd Saturday of each
month (except December). Bookings can also be made
for a short period following the meeting. Payment on the
day is by cash or cheque. If you are unable to attend at
that time then please contact Yvette after the weekend
of the booking at yreeve@optusnet.com.au or phone
9987 0904 or 0414 249 737 to check on any vacancies.
If there are none, you could list on the Expression of
Interest form in case of future vacancies. If there is a
vacancy, payment can be made by EFT, details: BSB
032-083, KHS Account No. 248971, indicating your
name and tour number. Yvette will note your booking
and send you an important Tour Information Sheet.

WHO WAS THIS
KU-RING-GAI
RESIDENT?
DECEMBER 2018

ADMINISTRATION
President
Jenny Joyce
9440 2131
Vice President
Lorna Watt
9440 8010
Treasurer
Annet Latham
9440 3998
Secretary
Beth Facer
9988 0823
Immediate Past President
Graham Lewis
9416 5818
Committee Member Richard Facer
9988 0823
Family History
Lorraine Henshaw,
Group Committee (Leader)
0418 221354
Jenny Joyce
(ex officio)
9440 2131
Yvette Reeve
9987 0904
Jean Smith
9498 4468
Elaine Turnidge
9899 2635
Appointees
Accessions
Jennifer Wallin
9983 1871
Book Sales
Margaret Holland
9488 5452
Catering
Margaret Holland
9488 5452
Vicki Williams
9415 8833
Computer Systems Peter Stehn
9489 9488
Curators
Ann Barry
9144 6480
Jennifer Harvey
9489 6390
Built Heritage Group Jennifer Harvey
9489 6390
Historian Editor
Lorna Watt
9440 8010
Indexing
Beth Facer
9988 0823
Newsletter Editor Warren Dent editor@khs.org.au
Media Liaison David & Jan Hellstrom
9416 6039
Public Officer
Helen Whitsed
9416 5825
Research Team Leader Joan Stebbing
9489 6476
Tour Contact
Yvette Reeve
9987 0904
Speakers Programme Beverley Dunstan
9419 8526
Volunteers Coordinator Geoff Little
9449 3131
Webmaster
Andy Joyce
9440 2131
Welfare Officer
Jill Nicholson
9144 6948

Research Centre Hours
The Society’s Research Centre is at 799 Pacific
Highway, Gordon, adjacent to the Ku-ring-gai
Library. The Centre is open to the public from 10.00
am to 2.00 pm on Monday, Tuesday, Friday and
Saturday (except the first Saturday of each month
when members have a Family History meeting).
© Ku-ring-gai Historical Society Inc. and authors. The
content may be reproduced as sourced from this
newsletter with acknowledgment to named authors.

Newsletter Deadline
Please send email copy for publication to
editor@khs.org.au as early as possible, but no later
than 13th of each month. Items will only be accepted
from members of KHS. Copy is accepted on the basis
that Ku-ring-gai Historical Society has editing rights
and that readers can reproduce it in whole or in part
with acknowledgment. If possible, material should be
in electronic form, with as little formatting as possible,
e.g. no bullets, coloured type, indenting or styles.

For members receiving printed copy who want to access the internet, enter www.khsnx.com/December.htm into
a browser address bar to reach a menu which lists all the embedded electronic links in this Newsletter
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