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FAMILY HISTORY MEETING
11.00am WORKSHOP: How to use other BDMs
Presenter: Jenny Joyce
Learn how to use other places’ Births, Deaths and
Marriages websites to find records of vital events.

2.00pm GENERAL MEETING: The Life and
Legacy of Lt. Joseph Maxwell, VC, 1st AIF
Presenter: Em. Prof. John Ramsland OAM
John Ramsland returns with the story of Hexham
boilermaker Joe Maxwell. As a soldier in Europe, Joe
was fearless, constantly showing initiative and keen
judgement in devastating engagements.
He led
strategic charges on many occasions, single-handedly
taking over German machine gun posts. When captured
through trickery he turned the tables and saved all his
men. He was the second last heroic Australian to be
awarded the Victoria Cross in WW1. In 1932 he
authored a classic wartime memoir “Hell’s Bells and
Mademoiselles” but spent the rest of his life haunted by
his experiences.

2.00pm FAMILY HISTORY MEETING
followed by Forum: What did your grandfather do?
Always very popular and generally a wealth of
information, this forum will ask the question “What
did your grandfather do?” So, come along, take part
and join in the fun!
URGENT
Help Needed with The Historian
Lorna Watt, the editor of our journal The
Historian is in need of a co-editor and writers.
Historically, the editorial team has always
comprised multiple people as the job is too big for
a single person.
Writers are also needed, as the editor is not able to
write all the articles in the publication. Help and
guidance will be given to those willing to write
articles for The Historian. If you can help, please
contact Lorna Watt on 9440 8010.
TREASURER’S REPORT
February was a quiet month with no tours so our
income amounted to only $428 for the month. In
February we paid our annual subscription to Ancestry
so our expenses amounted to $4,806 resulting in a
deficit for February of $4,378.
RECENT LIBRARY ACQUISITIONS – Feb 2019
Ku-ring-gai. Ku-ring-gai Historical Society. A
collection of early photographs in the possession of the
Society 1973. 52 pages with photos. KUR KHS.
Ku-ring-gai During War 1939 – 1945. An oral history
of the Ku-ring-gai home front during the years 1939 to
1945 compiled by Margaret Wyatt for the Bradfield
Electorate “Australia Remembers” oral history project
committee 1997. 55 pages with index, photos and map.
MIL WAY.
Grace Cossington Smith – A life from drawings in the
collection of the National Gallery of Australia. National
Gallery of Australia 1993. 64 pages with photos. ART
NGA.
Stravinsky’s Lunch Drusilla Modjeska 2001. 364
pages with photos. ART MOD.

Emeritus Professor John Ramsland OAM, F Coll P,
FACE, was born in Manly in 1942. After a career as a
high school teacher and as a lecturer in country teachers'
colleges, John was appointed to Newcastle University
in 1978. He rose to become Professor of History and
Dean of the Faculty. His research has an international
regard and he has written widely in Aboriginal Studies,
19th Century Institutions, historical biography and war
history, including the first biography of Joseph
Maxwell VC Venturing into No Man’s Land. He has
published 24 books and monographs and over 130 book
chapters, reviews, essays and articles in journals.
Visitors Welcome

Afternoon Tea Available

For members receiving printed copy who want to access the internet, enter www.khsnx.com/Apr2019.htm into
a browser address bar to reach a menu which lists all the embedded electronic links in this Newsletter
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FUTURE TOUR DATES
April: Tuesday 9th - Tour 10: Rookwood Cemetery.
Waiting list open for future tour. See below.
May: Wednesday 1st – Tour 11a: State Library, p4.
May: Friday 31st - Tour 11b: Sydney Cricket Ground.
Bookings open Easter Saturday April 20th, below.
TOUR in APRIL
Tour 10, Tuesday April 9th
Rookwood Cemetery
The tour will leave Bannockburn Oval at 8.45 am for a
10.30 am start at Rookwood and will include morning
tea and a picnic lunch. After lunch there will be
opportunities for personal visits before we return to
Bannockburn Oval.
Our guide will be Mark Bundy, Operations General
Manager who has recently spoken to us at KHS. His
presentation was outstanding, full of essential details
and history with a sometimes humorous edge.
Established in 1867, this historic cemetery has evolved
significantly over the years and today, with a total area
of 290 hectares, Rookwood is the largest Victorian
cemetery in the world and will forever be a significant
Australian icon.
Tour capacity will be 20 passengers and will cost $40
for members and $50 non-members.
Participants on the tour will be able to indicate any
details of their particular interest when booking which
will be passed on to Mark. Mark and his team will
endeavour to provide a map of appropriate sites in this
regard on arrival at Rookwood.
A second tour is planned and a Waiting List is in
operation. To be included contact Yvette Reeve by
email yreeve@optusnet.com.au or phone 9987 0904 or
0414 249 737.

SENIORS DAY
On a pleasant, warm February day, KHS participated in
KMC’s Seniors Day on St Ives Village Green with a
stall promoting KHS and the 35th Annual Conference
of the NSW & ACT Association of Family History
Societies. The stall also promoted the Rallying the
Troops series, along with the activities of the Society.
KHS is sponsoring the conference 11-13 October at
Knox College, Wahroonga. Accommodation will be
available at Knox College.
Look at our web site for details of the conference, and
provide some support for it. Tell your friends. It’s rare
that the conference will be only a short car ride away.
https://exploringthepast.khs.org.au
(Based on notes from Morrison Hammond)

TOUR in MAY
Tour 11b, Friday May 31st
Sydney Cricket Ground and ‘Old’ Showground
The Sydney Cricket Ground (SCG) Guided Walking
Tour provides a fascinating journey behind the scenes
of the Sydney Cricket and Sports Ground, and offers
exclusive access to the SCG Museum. As Sydney’s
home of sport, it is where international and domestic
sporting heroes play cricket, rugby union, rugby league,
soccer, and Australian rules football. It’s perfect for
sporting enthusiasts and Sydney tourists, and those
young at heart. Our guide will provide entertaining
stories of players, spectators, events and the rich and
interesting history of one of Sydney’s iconic venues.
At the conclusion of our tour we will wander to the
nearby former showground ‘entertainment precinct’ for
lunch at own cost. An unforgettable experience for all.
Travel by Community Bus. Cost: $45 members, $55
non-members. Bookings open Saturday 20th April
(Easter Saturday) at 1.30 pm before the KHS General
Meeting.

Exhibit in the KHS stall, staffed by Annet Latham and
Lorraine Henshaw
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WHO WAS THIS RESIDENT? March 2019
REV. ROBERT RAYMOND KING [1858 – 1923]
Known as Rev. Raymond King, born 10th January 1858
at ‘Camplehay’ Minto, NSW to Robert Lethbridge and
Honoria Australia (nee Raymond) King, greatgrandson to Philip Gidley King, third Governor of
NSW. Raymond married Mary Blake R Wilkinson in
Sydney 15th July 1884 and was father of Robert Cecil
1886 and Mary Emma Honoria 1888. The Rev. died 3rd
September 1923, Mary Blake died 7th June 1947. Both
are buried at Waverley Cemetery.
King “received his training in England, taking his M.A.
at Cambridge in the 1880s. A man of truly apostolic
fervour for the gospel and a lover of souls, he
immediately on his appointment [as Rector at St John
The Evangelist, Gordon in 1893] set up site committees
in many centres from Roseville to Brooklyn, which he
saw with great foresight would be future towns.
In 1893 Hornsby and Gordon advanced to the status of
Parish, and at the end of September of that year, the
Rev. was appointed Parish Priest. The parish extended
as far north as Cowan, and King also administered
Peat’s Ferry. With help from licensed lay readers and
from Rev. Henry Plume of Barker College and Rev.
Thomas Watson of Wahroonga, regular services took
place throughout this vast area.”
Further Reading
“1872-1972 Centenary History Church of St. John The
Evangelist Gordon New South Wales” (quotes
extracted for information above)
“A Genealogical History of Pioneer Families of
Australia” L.M.Mowle (5th edition 1978)
“Sydney Anglicans” Stephen Judd & Kenneth Cable
(1987)
“Pioneers of Peace” Jill Lyons (1994)
“The Historian” K H S – Many editions.
The Internet

PHILIP GIDLEY KING – 3RD GOVERNOR OF
NEW SOUTH WALES
GREAT-GRANDFATHER OF REV. ROBERT
RAYMOND KING
See page 5 for more information on Philip Gidley King

RALLYING THE TROOPS - RECOGNITION
After six years work, our Rallying the Troops project has
come to an end. The final volume was released in
November 2018 to coincide with the centenary of the
Armistice. Four volumes, almost 2,200 pages later, our
task is complete.
In early 2013 Kathie Rieth suggested that KHS initiate a
project to commemorate the men and women associated
with Ku-ring-gai who served in World War I.
The suggestion was eagerly taken up by our then
president, Jennifer Harvey, and the KHS committee. A
sub-committee and editorial team were formed,
comprising Kathie, Allan Rost, Janet Turner, Jackie Van
Bergen and David Wilkins. The first step was to find full
names for those listed on our local memorials. As this was
accomplished, work began. Within months the World War
I Writers Group had swelled to number over 20.
For their enduring support, in addition to those mentioned
above, our thanks and congratulations are extended to our
writers, researchers and photographers: John Brooker, Ed
Carr, Heather Carr, Carolyn Darby, Helen Whitsed
Davies, Lyn Done, Elise Edmonds, Chris Edye, Beth and
Richard Facer, Tracey Fiertl, Bob Grant, Ellen Gredley,
Ralph Kahn, Sue Kelly, Ken Knight, Ellie Krust, Annet
Latham, Angela Lind, Sarah O’Neill, Margaret Pender,
Marjorie Perry, Edward Randall, Margaret Reynolds,
Beverly and Bruce Robinson, John Summers, Trish
Thomson, Betty Turner, Kate Tytherleigh, Pat Webb,
Thomas Williams, David Wilson and Evelyn Wyatt.
Each and every one of the team has found it a humbling
and moving experience. Recording the events and
circumstances in which our men and women found
themselves has revealed overwhelming tragedy and
sadness as well as great pride. But it has also revealed how
our early community rallied to support the war effort and
to comfort and nurture its combatants.
The project has attracted grants from Ku-ring-gai Council
and the Department of Veterans’ Affairs. These have
enabled KHS to commission graphic designer Campbell
Van Venrooy, whose outstanding work, together with
Sydney printers Ligare Pty Ltd, has resulted in beautifully
presented books that are in themselves memorials.
Rallying has received two very welcome awards from the
Australian Society of Archivists, and been mentioned in
Federal and State Parliaments. Following the release of
Volume IV, letters of congratulations were received from
the Governor General, Sir Peter Cosgrove, Dr Brendon
Nelson (Director of the Australian War Memorial) and
The Hon Mr Paul Fletcher (our local Federal member).
Part of Mr Fletcher’s letter is quoted below.
I commend you and your team for the tireless research, discovery
and collaboration that you have successfully synthesised into an
outstanding final, fourth volume of Rallying the Troops. It has
been a privilege to be able to financially support your
endeavours through the Anzac Centenary and Armistice
Centenary Grant Programme, since you first embarked on this
significant journey. The final volume will remain an enduring
reminder of the outstanding contribution made by the men and
women of Ku-ring-gai during World War I. I wish you and your
colleagues at Ku-ring-gai Historical Society another successful
year ahead, as you turn your collective energy to your next
project.
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FAMILY HISTORY MEETINGS Saturday Mar 2nd
11.00 am Session
Twenty-eight members attended the morning session
which was chaired by Jenny Joyce. Yvette Reeve gave
information about the planned Rookwood Tour (details
on page 2) and Neil Falconer spoke about the upcoming
Mystery Tour of Ku-ring-gai. Jenny Joyce talked about
Fundraising Activities for the September Conference
and asked for volunteers for these.
Jenny then showed members how to use the NSW
Births, Deaths and Marriages Web Site. It is possible to
search for Births (over 100 years ago), Marriages (over
50 years ago) and Deaths (over 30 years ago). She also
explained how to find the exact date of an event without
buying a certificate and how to find still births. Some
early Australian Certificates are available in KHS
Rooms on Ancestry. A question about early church
codes was asked and Jenny was able to show how to
find the index to these pre-1856 registrations.
At the end of the session Jenny gave a comprehensive
report on Roots Tech, the conference happening that
week which was being streamed live on the Internet.
She announced the news that Find My Past will be
transcribing the 1921 UK Census of England and Wales
and this will be available in January, 2022. She
mentioned Thrulines on Ancestry and Family
Relativity on My Heritage and showed examples of
these using her own Family Tree and Lorraine
Henshaw’s Tree.
2.00 pm Session
Jenny Joyce opened the meeting by welcoming
everyone, especially our speaker, Mark Bundy. She
then announced that KHS has been recognised as an
official Family Search Affiliate Library which will
enable members to look up Parish Records not
available on Ancestry without having to visit Family
Search Centres, (our nearest being Parramatta). She
repeated the morning’s announcements and Neil
Falconer repeated the Tours information. Lorraine
Henshaw reported on a trip to Port Macquarie and then
announced a proposed Battlefields Tour to France with
Lambis Englesos.
Election of Family History Committee
Leader – Lorraine Henshaw. Members – Elaine
Turnidge, Yvette Reeve, Jean Smith and Marjorie
Perry. As President, Jenny Joyce is also a member exofficio.
Speaker
Jenny introduced the speaker, Mark Bundy, who is the
Operations General Manager of Rookwood Cemetery.
He began work at the Cemetery in 1992 as a grave
digger. There are 20,000 funeral services at Rookwood
each year and it is 152 years old. Sydney’s first
cemetery was at Sydney Cove, then near to the Town
Hall, then Devonshire Street (now Central Station)
before moving to Liberty Plains (now called
Rookwood). Two hundred acres were bought there, (an

2.00 pm FHG Meeting Mar 2nd cont’d
ideal site because there was no run off), and a railway
line was built to transport families to the Mortuary
Chapel for funerals. From there they went by cart to the
graveside.
Rookwood was officially opened on 7th January 1867
and the first burial was of John Whalan. Rookwood
became the main burial ground for Sydney and soon
another 500 acres were purchased. Once cars became
common the Mortuary Chapel was no longer needed. It
was sold to Canberra for 100 pounds and re-erected in
Ainslie as a church. The last train operated in 1948
taking dead Americans from WW2 to Brisbane, from
where they were shipped to USA for burial.
After the Great Plague in the early 1900s a common
belief was that the disease wouldn’t spread if the bodies
were buried 6 feet deep, and that became the standard
depth for graves. Today there are 89 religions whose
funerals are held at Rookwood which all follow
different customs for funerals. Many famous people are
buried there including David Jones, the founder of the
store of that name.
Mark showed three short videos during his talk: ‘Rookwood, Sydney’s Sleeping City’; ‘Rookwood
Cemetery Mortuary’; and ‘Rookwood Remembers’,
explaining different aspects of the cemetery’s role in
the city of Sydney. Rookwood will be full in about 8
years. After a number of questions, Mark was thanked
by Neil Falconer.
Raffle Prizes
These were won by members Lorraine Henshaw and
Margo Falconer.
SPECIAL TOUR in MAY
Tour 11a, Wednesday May 1st
NSW State Library
Due to popular demand we will run a third all-day
‘Grand Tour’ of the new galleries at the State Library
with KHS member, Library Guide, and Public Speaker,
Patrick Dodd. He will take us on a fascinating journey
through the new galleries and the many new
exhibitions. This tour is free. The only cost is your
lunch, the train into town, and a $5 KHS admin fee.
We will tour the three refurbished rooms of the Mitchell
Picture Galleries where 300 of the Library’s great
picture collection are on view for the first time, and then
the nine other exhibitions on show. Patrick will tell
stories about many of the things on display and give us
some free time to go back to look at the things which
personally interested us. These exhibitions close May
5th so this is your last chance to see them.
As this tour is already filling from a waiting list please
contact Yvette Reeve ASAP on phone 0414 249 737 or
9987 0904 or by email on yreeve@optusnet.com.au.
Payment should be made at the KHS General Meeting
on April 20th when you will be provided with travel and
lunch arrangements.
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BOOK REVIEW
“Sydney Cove, 1789-1790”
by John Cobley

Based on the contents of this book, in the November 2018 Newsletter we presented a summary of the issues
and activities that arose and took place in the second year, 1789, of the existence of the penal colony at Port
Jackson. The following is the first of four parts describing the situation in the third year of the colony, 1790.
By mid-January 1790, with food supplies diminishing, government staff became concerned for the arrival of more
supplies from England. Tench wrote “Famine…was approaching with gigantic strides, and gloom and dejection
overspread every countenance.” The frequency of fishing efforts was increased, but, as in the previous year, there
was no celebration on January 26th. Rather, men were sent to establish a lookout on South Head where they erected
a hut and flagstaff, designed to provide signals for arriving ships and to inform the main establishment of any new
sighting. On the positive side, bricklayers were becoming more productive, completing a house for the JudgeAdvocate, Captain David Collins, and starting on a new dispensary.
The rancour between Governor Phillip and Major Ross continued, with Phillip writing long letters of complaint and
actions of self-conduct back to Lord Sydney, Home Secretary, in England. Phillip seemed incapable of making
tough, binding decisions on major staff and marine issues, but spent time taking Banalong (Bennelong) with him
everywhere. Bennelong indicated he was fond of a woman named Barangaroo, whom he pointed out to the Governor
on a trip to South Head. The escaped native, Coalby (Colbey), was found fishing, but was unable to remove the
shackle from his leg. In mid-February Phillip wrote that of the 1,030 people who were landed in 1778, only 72 had
died, 26 of whom had disorders before transportation. 59 children had been born. He wondered if the French had
brought the smallpox disorder with them. He also decried the current practice of assigning convicts to officers to
help with farming (cultivating) small lots. His wish was for more ‘settlers’ to be sent to Sydney, each to be allocated
500 to 1,000 acres of land between Rosehill and the Nepean for cultivation, and to be supported from government
stores for two years.
Names of different areas, communities, and aborigines started to appear in all the writings. Manly had been around
for some time. Lane Cove was added. Tirriwan, Dourrawan and Dins were friendly natives there. To help manage
the pending famine the Governor had Major Ross take 186 convicts and two companies of the marine detachment
to Norfolk Island, where Ross was to replace Lieutenant King. Ross rounded up willing leaders to accompany him.
One was Lieutenant Ralph Clark who agreed to go, but secretly wished that ships would arrive from England before
he had to depart, whence the trip to Norfolk would be abandoned. However, the Sirius and Supply departed Port
Jackson at 7am Saturday March 6th. Rations were immediately reduced again for all those remaining behind.
The first time the new signal flags on North Head were used was on the 5th of April. Unfortunately, rather than to
announce the arrival of foreign ships, it was to signal a sad happenstance. A small boat from the Supply rowed in
and Captain Ball announced that the Sirius had been wrecked on Norfolk Island. This was an incredibly serious
blow to the resources available to the colony. At least everyone on board the Sirius was saved, along with most of
the provisions. [Ed.- There are a number of accounts of what happened to the Sirius, one of the most authentic being
that of Jacob Nagle, an American seaman on the ship when she originally sailed from Portsmouth, and on its fateful
trip to Norfolk Island. See the description, starting at page 103, in his memoir, “Jacob Nagle his Book A.D. One
Thousand Eight Hundred and Twenty Nine May 19th.” Canton. Stark County Ohio, 1775-1802.
Daniel
Southwell, a mate on the Sirius, also gives a good rendition in a letter written mid-April to his uncle.]
The Supply returned to Sydney with Lieutenant King on board. Drastic reductions in rations of existing supplies
were imposed, all private boats were commandeered for public fishing, and kangaroos were allowed to be killed for
public food. The Supply was ordered to go to Batavia (Jakarta) to gather supplies, and to return with an extra ship.
Letters from Reverend Johnson, an unnamed male convict, and Governor Phillip reflected the deteriorating
circumstances in the colony and the effect on morale. A detailed list of available amounts of pork, beef, rice, peas,
flour and biscuit was made available, showing how meat would run out at the end of August, vegetables midSeptember and the rest mid-December. As expected, punishments for stealing supplies now became more severe.
William Lane stole 13 pounds of biscuit, and Thomas Halford 3 pounds of potatoes. Each was sentenced to 2,000
lashes! Many letters were written by staff and marines, even convicts, for transportation on the Supply, to be sent
on to England from Jakarta under care of an officer. The dismal state of the colony was a consistent theme throughout
them all. Phillip wrote requesting replacement, anticipating that his wife, left behind when he sailed nearly 3 years
ago, would have died. The Supply left Sydney on Saturday 17th April.
The native, Bennelong, ran away in May. Hunger compelled convicts and marines to steal vegetables from gardens.
Heavy punishments were handed out to those apprehended. The quantity of fish caught increased and salt water was
boiled to produce more salt. In the late afternoon of June 3rd , the day before celebrations were to take place in honour
of the King’s birthday, joyful cries of ‘the flag’s up’ reverberated through the entire town, and a large ship flying
English colours steered through the Heads. [To be continued in subsequent newsletters]
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DIARY DATES
APRIL
Saturday 6

11:00am Family History Workshop
How to use other places BDMs
Presenter: Jenny Joyce
Saturday 6 2:00pm Family History Meeting:
Forum: What did your grandfather do?
Monday 8 German SIG meeting
Tuesday 9 Tour 10: Rookwood Cemetery
Saturday 20 2:00pm General Meeting: The Life and
Legacy of Lt. Joseph Maxwell, VC, 1st AIF
Presenter: Em. Prof. John Ramsland OAM
MAY
Wednesday 1 NSW State Library Tour
Saturday 4 11:00am Family History Workshop
Mapping story-lines of families
Presenter: Fran Everingham
Saturday 4 2:00pm Family History Meeting:
What’s new and news at State Archives
Presenter: Martyn Killion
Saturday 18 2:00pm General Meeting: Honeysuckle
Creek: The Story of Tom Reid, a Little
Dish, and Neil Armstrong
Presenter: Andrew Tink AM
Friday 31
Sydney Cricket Ground Tour
JUNE
Saturday 1 11:00am Family History Workshop
TBA
Presenter: TBA
Saturday 1 2:00pm Family History Meeting:
TBA
Presenter: TBA

How to book a tour
The tour booking table opens at 1:30pm before the start
of the KHS General Meeting on the 3rd Saturday of each
month (except December). Bookings can also be made
for a short period following the meeting. Payment on the
day is by cash or cheque. If you are unable to attend at
that time then please contact Yvette after the weekend
of the booking at yreeve@optusnet.com.au or phone
9987 0904 or 0414 249 737 to check on any vacancies.
If there are none, you could list on the Expression of
Interest form in case of future vacancies. If there is a
vacancy, payment can be made by EFT, details: BSB
032-083, KHS Account No. 248971, indicating your
name and tour number. Yvette will note your booking
and send you an important Tour Information Sheet.

WHO WAS THIS
KU-RING-GAI
RESIDENT?
APRIL 2019

ADMINISTRATION
President
Jenny Joyce
9440 2131
Vice President
Lorna Watt
9440 8010
Treasurer
Annet Latham
9440 3998
Secretary
Beth Facer
9988 0823
Immediate Past President
Graham Lewis
9416 5818
Committee Member Richard Facer
9988 0823
Marilyn van Eerde 0418 269126
Family History
Lorraine Henshaw,
Group Committee (Leader)
0418 221354
Jenny Joyce
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9440 2131
Yvette Reeve
9987 0904
Jean Smith
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Elaine Turnidge
9899 2635
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9489 6390
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Yvette Reeve
9987 0904
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9419 8526
Volunteers Coordinator Geoff Little
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Webmaster
Andy Joyce
9440 2131
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9144 6948

Research Centre Hours
The Society’s Research Centre is at 799 Pacific
Highway, Gordon, adjacent to the Ku-ring-gai
Library. The Centre is open to the public from 10.00
am to 2.00 pm on Monday, Tuesday, Friday and
Saturday (except the first Saturday of each month
when members have a Family History meeting).
© Ku-ring-gai Historical Society Inc. and authors. The
content may be reproduced as sourced from this
newsletter with acknowledgment to named authors.

Newsletter Deadline
Please send email copy for publication to
editor@khs.org.au as early as possible, but no later
than 13th of each month. Items will only be accepted
from members of KHS. Copy is accepted on the basis
that Ku-ring-gai Historical Society has editing rights
and that readers can reproduce it in whole or in part
with acknowledgment. If possible, material should be
in electronic form, with as little formatting as possible,
e.g. no bullets, coloured type, indenting or styles.

For members receiving printed copy who want to access the internet, enter www.khsnx.com/Apr2019.htm into
a browser address bar to reach a menu which lists all the embedded electronic links in this Newsletter
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