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SATURDAY FEBRUARY 2
FAMILY HISTORY MEETING
11.00am WORKSHOP: Scottish Research
Presenter: Jenny Joyce
Jenny will teach us the various online resources for
researching your ancestors in Scotland. Some
databases, like Scotland’s People, cost money, but
many others are free.
2.00pm FAMILY HISTORY MEETING
Regretfully, Amanda Ianna, NSW Registrar of Births,
Deaths, & Marriages, is unable to provide her planned
talk at this time. We hope she’ll be available later in
the year.
KHS Member, Frank Olivier, has kindly agreed to step
in at the last minute and present "Nine serendipitous
meetings that joined my German family with my wife's
Australian family."
Visitors Welcome

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 16
2.00pm GENERAL MEETING
Sydney Postcards: History through the mail
Presenter: Robert Mills
Robert Mills draws on his extensive collection of
Edwardian postcards – some of photos taken by Frank
Hurley - to show us streetscapes, buildings and people
of Sydney and its suburbs, some over a century ago.

Afternoon Tea Available

TOUR IN MARCH
Tour 9, Thursday March 14
HARS Aviation Museum
The Historical Aircraft Restoration Society (HARS) is
a volunteer group of aviation professionals and
enthusiasts, which has a world class aviation museum
located at the Illawarra Regional Airport, south of
Wollongong at Albion Park Rail.
On our expertly guided tour we will step back in time
and experience some of Australia’s aviation history,
both commercial and military, with an extensive
collection of over 40 aircraft on display, many still
airworthy, including “CONNIE” a Lockheed
Constellation, and a Catalina flying boat.
There are many civilian airliners including “Southern
Cross II” (a faithful replica), as well as historic military
aircraft including a Catalina, Neptune, Australian
Sabre, Canberra and Vampires.
HARS is so highly regarded that QANTAS donated
their 747 “City of Canberra” for display and the RAAF
an F111 jet fighter bomber.
Lunch will be at HARS at their Café Connie,
surrounded by all sorts of aircraft memorabilia.
Travel by train on the Illawarra line passing through the
scenic South Coast.
Cost (lunch included): $40 members, $50 nonmembers.
Bookings open Saturday 16th February, 2019 at 1.30
p.m., prior to the KHS General Meeting.

Manly Wharf

Written communication in the form of postcards is no
longer fashionable in the age of computer
communications. However, 100 years ago the postcard
was a prime means of communicating with friends and
business associates. Multiple mail deliveries per day
ensured that messages sent in the morning would be
delivered in the afternoon of the same day. Cards were
also often produced for
business use and advertised all
manner of activities and
products. Maps also appeared
on cards. Colour was often
added to the image by hand as
colour photography as we
know it today did not exist
then. Professional colourists
were employed by photo
artists and a production line
system was employed with
postcards.
George Street view
Click
for detailed images.
Robert is a keen urban historian who works in transport
planning and likes to collect old images of Sydney especially postcards. He has been collecting for some
30 years and discovered postcards way back in the late
80s when he was writing a thesis for a Masters Degree
in Geography.
Visitors Welcome

Afternoon Tea Available

For members receiving printed copy who want to access the internet, enter www.khsnx.com/Feb2019.htm into
a browser address bar to reach a menu which lists all the embedded electronic links in this Newsletter
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KHS END OF YEAR CRUISE
to Port Hacking, and Hacking River to Audley Weir
Tour 6, Friday 7 December 2018
Our largest ever tour group ventured out on a two-stage
train journey to Cronulla, in order to catch a ferry and
cruise beautiful Port Hacking. Fortunately, we avoided
lost connections along the way (particularly at Town
Hall station) so that, thanks to our tour team’s thorough
preparation, everything went according to plan.
As the train approached ‘The Shire’, other passengers
were kept entertained by the laughter and frivolity from
our section as a couple from our group, who had grown
up in the area, relived events which took place at the
historic Oatley Hotel. This really set the mood for the
rest of the day.
A stroll through a park took us to our ferry, ‘Tom
Thumb lll’, where we met the crew: Joel, the captain;
Christine, the first mate/local historian; and Lucy, the
able assistant/deckhand (a student on work experience).
The ferry made its way out of Gunnamatta Bay and
started upstream where Christine pointed out various
headlands, bays, unusual rock formations, caves and
views of Australia’s first national park, which was
founded by Sir John Robertson and officially
proclaimed on 26 April 1879. Later it was named Royal
National Park after the visit of Queen Elizabeth II in
1954. Christine also mentioned that deer which were
introduced into the park about 100 years ago by the
British have now become a problem to the environment
by trampling and eating mangroves, and to humans who
are not fond of being accosted in their own back yards.
We were also shown the site of the State’s first marine
fish hatchery which was set up in the early 1900s.

While morning tea was being served, we learnt that
Bass and Flinders after their journey of discovery in the
‘Tom Thumb ll’ in 1796 named Port Hacking and the
Hacking River in honour of Henry Hacking (c.17501831) first fleeter and Quartermaster on HMS Sirius.
Entering into the Hacking River we passed by
indigenous sites while learning some of the stories of
the Djeebahn and the Dharawal people, and of the
remaining archaeological evidence of Aboriginal
occupation in middens, rock engravings, rock shelters
and open campsites. Bushland on steep hillsides was
close at hand here and because of the high tide we were

Burraneer Bay

able to pass by reserves and picnic/camping areas and
steer our way to the Audley Weir while being treated to
an enjoyable lunch.
In a very relaxed mood we settled back for the return to
Gunnamatta Bay while Christine continued to highlight
items of interest such as some of Sydney’s most
magnificent waterfront properties, one of which, in
particular, if we had some spare change, we could have
bought for as little as $30 million. All enjoyed our very
interesting ‘end of year’ cruise.

Audley Weir

Click here

to see 5 more delightful cruise images

KINGSWOOD READING ROOM HOURS
Effective Monday 4 February 2019 the Reading Room
at the Western Sydney Records Centre will be closed
on Mondays. The Centre will dedicate more resources
to making more of the State Archives Collection
available online. The new Reading Room open hours
will be Tuesday-Friday 9:00-5:00 and Saturdays
10:00-4:00. Please contact State Archives at 9673 1788
or info@records.nsw.gov.au if you have any questions.
LIBRARY ACQUISITIONS – NOVEMBER 2018
Surprise. A short history of my family and a personal
memoir. Brian Porter, signed by the author. 112 pages
with photos, no index. BIO POR
TREASURER’S REPORT
Due to the very popular launch of our final volume of
RTT IV in November, income for November &
December amounted to $6,280 whilst our expenses
totalled $1,745 giving us a surplus for these two months
of $4,528. We will use this profit in February to pay
for our subscription to Ancestry which contains a
wealth of information for Family History research.
Please come to the rooms and use this valuable
resource.
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BOOK LAUNCH
RALLYING THE TROOPS VOL IV
On Sunday 25 November, Volume IV of Rallying the
Troops, was launched at the Hornsby RSL’s Boronia
Room. A buzzing audience of over 170 people were
welcomed by Ku-ring-gai Historical Society president,
Jenny Joyce, who congratulated members of the World

provide DNA samples for cross checking. By April
2018, of the 250 missing Australian soldiers, 159 had
been formally identified and reinterred in marked
graves at the new Pheasant Wood Military Cemetery.
Two of these are Ku-ring-gai men Clifford Holliday
and Thuiller Lake Cardew. Lambis also announced that
the remains of Jack Pockley are believed to have been
found near Villers-Bretonneux and referred to the
action in which he was killed described at page 16 of
Volume IV. Lambis concluded his talk by officially
launching Volume IV.

David Wilkins & Kathie Rieth

War I Writers Group and announced that the KHS
Historians of the Year for 2018 were Kathie Rieth and
David Wilkins.
The Mayor of Ku-ring-gai, Jennifer Anderson, was
introduced by the Master of Ceremonies, Lieutenant
Colonel Paul Simadas, and spoke of her visit to
Pozières, the French sister town to Ku-ring-gai
Municipality. She also told of her earlier career as a
librarian which made her appreciate the enormous
research required for books of this nature. Principal
coordinator of the project, Kathie Rieth, thanked the
researchers and writers of the team for their efforts in
compiling a total of nearly 2,200 pages for the four
volumes, and expressed her appreciation to the Mayor
for her constant and unstinting support throughout, as
well as to the Department of Veterans Affairs and Kuring-gai Council for their generous financial
contributions that enabled the production of such
beautifully presented books. She informed the audience
that earlier volumes had been honoured with two
awards from the Australian Society of Archivists, and
that in January 2017 the project received Ku-ring-gai
Council’s New Year’s “Outstanding Service to the
Community (Group) Award”. David Wilkins (who had
earlier addressed the Hornsby RSL sub-branch
meeting) outlined the military aspects of Volume IV
and mentioned some of the significant men and women
featured in it, including Blair Wark VC and the seven
members of Windeyer family - mother, two daughters
and four sons - who served in different capacities.
The guest speaker, Lambis Englezos, told of his team’s
search for the missing Australians in the Fromelles
battlefield, their finding mass graves of unidentified
bodies and their detailed search for relatives who could

Paul Simadas , Lorraine Henshaw, Lambis Englezos & Neil Falconer

Our sincere thanks are extended to the Hornsby RSL
for providing their facilities and staff free of charge and
to Neil Falconer and Lorraine Henshaw for organising
the book launch, the MC, and guest speaker.
Nearly 60 books were sold on the day, including two
full sets of volumes I to IV. A number of families with
relatives mentioned in Volume IV bought multiple
copies.
RALLYING THE TROOPS
How to order copies
Copies of all 4 volumes of “Rallying The Troops” may be
ordered
from
the
Society’s
website
at
khs.org.au/publications.html . There, you will find prices of
individual volumes, the cost of postage, and order forms. To
order all 4 volumes, or for special needs, please email
khsinc@tpg.com.au or click mailto:khsinc@tpg.com.au

REMINDER
State Library visits Wed 6th and Thur 28th February
The State Library has recently undergone spectacular
renovations in the Mitchell and Dixon Wing Galleries.
These renovations allow the library to offer many items
that have not been readily available for viewing. Two
tours have been scheduled to allow for expected
member interest. Each is limited to 20 participants to
ensure a positive experience. Travel will be by train and
lunch will be at the nearby Da Capo Courtyard Cafe at
own cost. Note date change from Thur 21st to Thur 28th.
Our guide for the visits will be member Patrick Dodd
and these visits are offered free of charge on this
occasion. Contact Yvette 0414 249 737 re vacancies, as
bookings for these tour opportunities opened at the
KHS General Meeting on January 19th.
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GENERAL MEETING NOVEMBER 17, 2018
True Girt: The Unauthorised History of Australia
Most of the speakers at KHS’ monthly general
meetings present on subjects that they have studied at
length, and are at ease in both presenting and in
responding to comments and questions. Many have
written books on their subject and bring a small supply
of those books with them for sale to members and
visitors. Usually we are pleased to see our speaker
signing or inscribing books and tied up in deep
discussion with purchasers and struggling to find an
opportunity to partake of the afternoon tea and
refreshments that generally follow each general
meeting.
Our meeting of November 17 was no exception, but
stood out very much from most monthly meetings in
recent years, in that, while the speaker’s material was
very much historical, much of it was quirky, all of it
presented in a “tongue in cheek” manner which led to
the talk being frequently punctuated by chuckles or
outright laughter from the members and visitors who
attended, rather than being received with interest, but
generally little audible audience reaction. The result,
after the usual vote of thanks, proposed by Patrick
Dodd, was a notably light-hearted group sharing
refreshments and views, and a good number buying the
author’s books.
Your scribe, over refreshments, quickly learned that
most present shared his own view, namely that the
meeting was clearly the most enjoyable of the year.
Our speaker on this occasion was David Hunt, a
barrister turned author, who has written two volumes,
so far, of The Unauthorised History of Australia” titled
respectively “Girt” and “True Girt”. As might have
been expected from his background, David was an
excellent speaker presenter, and his books matched the
promise of his talk.
And lest any thought be harboured that so much
humour could not be injected into a potentially dry
subject without selectively re-writing some of our
nation’s history, Patrick Dodd set our minds at rest
when proposing his vote of thanks, warmly praising
David’s research, the quality of his footnotes, and not
taking issue with several quirky remarks by David
about
Patrick’s
hero,
Governor
Lachlan
Macquarie. Indeed, it sounded as if Patrick’s copy of
at least one of David’s volumes was heavily marked at
first reading with many pencil markings of footnotes or
body text that Patrick found insightful and/or worth rereading.
My conclusion, either or both of David’s books would
make excellent presents for a friend or relative with an
abiding interest in Australian history.
(Notes: Graham Lewis)
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Fran EVERINGHAM, West Pymble
Gordon CROSSLEY, West Pymble

KHS visit to Gosford Classic Cars, Gosford
Regional Gallery, and Edogawa Commemorative
Garden. Tour 5, Friday Nov. 16
Our tour to Gosford commenced at the Gosford Classic
Car Museum which is home to over 300 cars, from
vintage heroes, to modern super cars and everything in
between. The road downhill from the expressway to the
Township is only one lane. A well-placed sign says ‘No
horses beyond this point’. The very thought of horses
anywhere near this road is amusing to say the least.
The first car on entry was a beautiful Ferrari LaFerrari
2015. The odometer is 190 Km. It will be legal on
Australian roads from 2019 and is available for $4m.
The museum has a permanent staff who are happy to
provide context and ensure the vehicles are pristine.
There were many examples of brands - Ferrari/
Lamborghini/ Cadillac/ Maybach/ Mercedes Benz/
Packard/ BMW/ Rambler/ Mustang/ Holden (every
model) and examples of several Volkswagen Kombis
repurposed as roving food shops, one which featured a
fullscale Pizza Oven. The display also included a full
range of vintage motor bikes and vintage trucks as well
as examples of cars from eastern Bloc countries. The
web site https://gosfordclassiccars.com.au contains
great pictures of the classics. Click
for extra images.
After a coffee at Macca’s we stopped for a picnic lunch
beside the Brisbane Water adjacent to the Gosford
Sailing Club. Enroute to the Regional Art Gallery we
visited the nearby Point Frederick Cemetery. Dating
from the early 1800s, it is looked after by the local Apex
and Rotary Clubs.
At the Gallery our host Marie explained the origins and
purpose of the Gosford Art Prize competition. This
prize is a hotly contested event with local and national
artists engaged in friendly competition, encompassing
a wide variety of art forms from painting to sculpture,
to textiles and photography.
Our excellent garden guide explained that Gosford
formed a Sister City Agreement with Edogawa Japan in
1988 and that the Edogawa Commemorative Garden
was a gift from Edogawa. It was officially opened in
1994 and was designed in accordance with the original
principles of the Japanese Heian (700AD) period.
Extending over 4,000m2, the ‘shuyu’ (strolling style)
garden incorporates meandering pathways, a roofed
Japanese pavilion overlooking the Koi pond, raked dry
stone garden, and many more traditional features.
Our tour concluded with a brief stop in the very
interesting Gallery shop. The Gallery web site is
https://www.centralcoast.nsw.gov.au/recreation/venue
s-and-facilities/galleries/gosford-regional-gallery
FUTURE TOUR DATES
February: Wednesday 6th and Thursday 28th Tours 8a & 8b: State Library. Note new date 2nd tour.
March: Thursday 14th - Tour 9: HARS Aviation
Museum, Illawara Regional Airport. Bookings open at
the General Meeting Sat. 15th February
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GERMAN SIG MEETING – Dec. 10, 2018
16 members present
GAGHA activities - Tony gave an update on the latest
developments with the German Australian Genealogy
and History Alliance (GAGHA) activities. Items
briefed included:
1. Crowd Sourced Indexing Project of the Property
Assessments for the City of Adelaide 1846 to 1920
2. A
German
surname
database
at
www.germanheritage.org.au/research/index/surnames
-being-researched. Members were encouraged to enter
their details into the database to see if they can make a
connection with extended family or, better still, a
family researcher.
3. Full details of the update are available here
German Ancestors of Ku-ring-gai Historical Society
Members – Input has now been received from several
members for inclusion in the second iteration of the
publication. Work will continue on this initiative in the
New Year as coordinated by Leone.
German internment during WW1 and WW2 – The
main discussion of the meeting was on internment of
German people during both World Wars. Many
reference publications and web sites are listed here
Show-and-Tell – Frank’s latest family history project
has been creating a Family Tree. This very large chart
was proudly displayed and explained. Frank offered to
give a presentation in the New Year on the making of
the tree and the associated printing – this offer was
gladly accepted for the February meeting.
Christmas Afternoon Tea – The meeting was
followed by a convivial afternoon tea with a decided
Christmas flavour.
Next Meeting is planned for Monday 11 February
2019. (Notes: Peter Stehn)
RISKS OF AT-HOME DNA TESTS
Many people will have seen advertisements for DNA
kits from Ancestry.com and other companies prior to
Christmas. In some circles, a DNA test kit is an avantgarde gift these days.

FAMILY HISTORY MEETING
2pm, Sat. Dec. 1, 2018
Lorraine Henshaw opened the meeting and welcomed
members and visitors. After a few announcements she
explained the afternoon’s Trivia Quiz contest.
Each group of 6 members was given an answer sheet
and Lorraine and Jenny Joyce took it in turns to read
out the questions they had prepared. The Topics were:
Christmas; Geography; History; General Knowledge;
Logos; TV Themes. Much whispered discussion
occurred within the groups, and when all the questions
were answered the sheets were passed to the next group
for marking. The winning group, scoring 38½ points
out of 60, consisted of Margot Wood, Lois McEvoy,
John McEvoy, Vicki Williams, Diane Warner and
Laurel Cameron. Congratulations to you all!
Congratulations too, to Jenny Joyce and Lorraine
Henshaw who put the questions together and organised
the event. It was a fun way to finish 2018 for the Family
History Group. Lucky Door Prizes of preloved books
were won by Patrick Dodd and Jenni Little.
A sumptuous Christmas afternoon tea followed with
masses of delicious food, plus wine, orange juice, tea
and coffee. A big thank you to all the members who
‘brought a plate’ and to Margaret Holland, Vicki
Williams and their band of helpers who set the feast out
so beautifully making it a fitting finale to the FHG year.
WHO WAS THIS RESIDENT? Dec. 2018
SIR SIDNEY ROBERT NOLAN (1917-1992)
Born 22 April 1917 at Carlton, Melbourne, eldest of
four children of locally born parents Sidney Henry
Nolan, military policeman, and his wife Dora Irene, née
Sutherland. Sid’s parents lived in an Irish-Australian
enclave in Melbourne. Sid became one of Australia’s
best painters and in 1938 he helped found the
Contemporary Art Society. In 1947-48 he painted the
memorable “Kelly” series in which he used the fact and
myth of the bushranger Ned Kelly (hanged in 1880) as
motif for persecution. He is also known for his
interpretations of old Australian landscapes. Sidney,
Cynthia, and daughter Jinx lived in Wahroonga on the
corner of Woniora and Neringah Avenues.

However well intended by a giver, a recipient may want
to think twice about using it. Here is a link to a long
article that discusses what DNA test kit companies are
doing with one’s personal data. There can be definite
benefits from these tests, but the message is “think
twice”, especially for Australians buying life insurance.
https://tinyurl.com/yaoacn66
[Ed.- If you or someone you know has had an
unexpected experience with the findings of a DNA test
and is willing to share the information anonymously for
use in a University research project, please let me
know. Thank you.]

Sources and for further reading: “Historical Dictionary
of AUSTRALIA” by James C. Docherty, “Australian
Dictionary of Biography”, many other internet and
book stories.
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DIARY DATES
FEBRUARY
Saturday 2 11:00am Family History Workshop
Scottish Research
Presenter: Jenny Joyce
Saturday 2 2:00pm Family History Meeting: Registry
of Births, Deaths, and Marriages
Presenter: Amanda Ianna
Wednesday 6 Tour 8a: State Library
Monday 11 German SIG
Saturday 16 2:00pm General Meeting: Sydney
Postcards: History through the mail
Presenter: Robert Mills
Thursday 28 Tour 8b: State Library
MARCH
Saturday 2 11:00am Family History Workshop
How to use the NSW BDMs
Presenter: Jenny Joyce
Saturday 2 2:00pm Family History Meeting:
The History of Rookwood Cemetery
Presenter: Mark Bundy
Thursday 14 Tour 9: HARS Aviation Museum,

Illawara Regional Airport
Saturday 16 2:00pm General Meeting: The History of
the Motor Car in Sydney
Presenter: Richard Whitaker
APRIL
Saturday 4 Family History Group meetings
Saturday 20 2:00pm General Meeting: The Life and
Legacy of Lt. Joseph Maxwell, VC, 1st AIF
Presenter: Em. Prof. John Ramsland OAM

How to book a tour
The tour booking table opens at 1:30pm before the start
of the KHS General Meeting on the 3rd Saturday of each
month (except December). Bookings can also be made
for a short period following the meeting. Payment on the
day is by cash or cheque. If you are unable to attend at
that time then please contact Yvette after the weekend
of the booking at yreeve@optusnet.com.au or phone
9987 0904 or 0414 249 737 to check on any vacancies.
If there are none, you could list on the Expression of
Interest form in case of future vacancies. If there is a
vacancy, payment can be made by EFT, details: BSB
032-083, KHS Account No. 248971, indicating your
name and tour number. Yvette will note your booking
and send you an important Tour Information Sheet.

WHO WAS THIS
KU-RING-GAI
RESIDENT?
FEBRUARY 2019
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Research Centre Hours
The Society’s Research Centre is at 799 Pacific
Highway, Gordon, adjacent to the Ku-ring-gai
Library. The Centre is open to the public from 10.00
am to 2.00 pm on Monday, Tuesday, Friday and
Saturday (except the first Saturday of each month
when members have a Family History meeting).
© Ku-ring-gai Historical Society Inc. and authors. The
content may be reproduced as sourced from this
newsletter with acknowledgment to named authors.

Newsletter Deadline
Please send email copy for publication to
editor@khs.org.au as early as possible, but no later
than 13th of each month. Items will only be accepted
from members of KHS. Copy is accepted on the basis
that Ku-ring-gai Historical Society has editing rights
and that readers can reproduce it in whole or in part
with acknowledgment. If possible, material should be
in electronic form, with as little formatting as possible,
e.g. no bullets, coloured type, indenting or styles.

For members receiving printed copy who want to access the internet, enter www.khsnx.com/Feb2019.htm into
a browser address bar to reach a menu which lists all the embedded electronic links in this Newsletter
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