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SATURDAY June 1
11.00am FAMILY HISTORY WORKSHOP
Ryerson Index
Presenter: Bob Atkins
Bob Atkins, who is on the Committee and an indexer
of the Ryerson index, will explain the function of the
Index and how to use it.
2.00pm FAMILY HISTORY MEETING
Australian War Brides to America
Presenter: Debbie Robson
Debbie Robson is the author of Tomaree, a WWII
love story set in Port Stephens, New South Wales,
about an Australian War Bride to America. Debbie will
be sharing some of the stories she discovered while
researching for her book.
Visitors Welcome

SATURDAY June 15
2.00pm GENERAL MEETING: Harold Cazneaux
and his Roseville Studio
Presenter: Sue Rosen
Responsible for many iconic images of Sydney in the
early 20th century, Harold Cazneaux (Caz) was
internationally acclaimed as a photographer. His house
and studio are remarkably intact, while the garden has
been lost through subdivision. Sue Rosen examines
Caz’s life as an artist, his practice, and our treatment of
heritage sites reflective of the historic associative
criteria. Click here
to see several of Caz’ famous
images.

Afternoon Tea Available

RECENT LIBRARY ACQUISITIONS
April 2019
Report The Robison Family Tree Project. Alexander
Robison (m. 1692) Sarah Wells and their descendants.
J.E. Robison 2018. Donated by the author. No index but
many photos. BIO ROB.
DIG, A Drama of Central Australia. Frand Clune.
1951. A novel about the Burke and Wills expedition.
Donated by Jennifer Thredgold. 240 pages. AUS-CLU
St Paul’s Parish Church Burwood 1871-1971. The
centenary history of St Paul’s Parish Church, Burwood.
Ronald and Cicely O’Brien 1971. Donated by Morrison
Hammond. 176 pages with photos, no index. REL
2134.
Radical Sydney. T. Irving and R. Cahill 2010. Donated
by Jennifer Thredgold. 368 pages with index and
photos. SYD IRV
Maria Island Convicts 1825-1832 Brian Rieusset
2007. An account of the first convict settlement at
Maria Island, Van Diemen’s Land, including tabulated
information of the 1 female and 346 male convicts held
by the Oxfordshire County Records Office, Oxford,
England. 64 pages with index and photos. CON RIE.
City on the Peel. A history of Tamworth and District
1818-1976. Roger Milliss. 1980. Donated by Morrison
Hammond. 311 pages with index and photos. 2340MIL.

Dr Sue Rosen is an historian and heritage
consultant with 30 plus years in the industry. She
is the author of hundreds of heritage assessments,
impact statements, and has a number of
publications to her credit including “Australia’s
Oldest House: Surgeon John Harris and
Experiment Farm Cottage”; “We Never Had a
Hotbed of Crime! Life in 20th Century South
Sydney”; “Losing Ground: An Environmental
History of the Hawkesbury Nepean Catchment”,
“Old Government House Parramatta, 1788-2000”,
and “Scorched Earth”.
She has spoken to us previously on the history of
Government House, Parramatta, and on the top-secret
government documents outlining preparations in the
event of a Japanese invasion of Australia in 1942.
Visitors Welcome

Afternoon Tea Available

WELCOME NEW MEMBER
Kathryn BAKER, Roseville

For members receiving printed copy who want to access the internet, enter www.khsnx.com/Jun2019.htm into
a browser address bar to reach a menu which lists all the embedded electronic links in this Newsletter
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GENERAL MEETING SPEAKER PROGRAM
July – November 2019
20 JUL - Emeritus Professor Don Napper
The Pope’s Architect in Australia
Scientist Don Napper returns with a talk on William
Wilkinson Wardell, the architect of many Roman
Catholic churches in the Pugin-inspired neo-Gothic
style, including Sydney’s St. Mary’s Cathedral.
17 AUG - John Lanser
The Dunbar: Sydney’s Shipwreck Tragedy
Researcher and historian John Lanser describes the
terrible tragedy that unfolded as a south-easterly gale
rose while Sydney slept on the night of 20 August 1857.
21 SEP - Carol Baxter
The Fabulous Flying Mrs Miller
Held over from last year, well-known author Carol
Baxter’s talk deals with the remarkable life of a 1920s
Melbourne housewife who sought fame, fortune and
adventure only to find herself involved in a sensational
murder trial in Miami.
19 OCT - Warren Dent
Growing Up in Gordon in the 1950s
Take a trip down memory lane as our newsletter editor,
Warren Dent, presents an illustrated talk of what it was
like to live in Gordon as a youngster sixty years ago.
16 NOV - Warren Fahey
Songs and Yarns from the City and Bush
Musician, author and cultural historian of fifty years’
standing, Warren Fahey AM, brings history to life
using songs and stories, and promises to press more
than a few nostalgia buttons. Don’t miss this
entertaining presentation. (Notes: Beverley Dunstan)
EXPLORING THE PAST
You have probably heard that our Society is hosting this
year's conference for the NSW & ACT Association of
Family History Societies. It will take place at Knox
Grammar School on the 11th to 13th of October.
Friday 11th October will be a free day for anyone to
attend. We will have some free beginner lectures on
various aspects of genealogy, some more advanced
masterclasses (at a $10 cost) and a family history fair,
with tables from booksellers, businesses and family
history societies. Masterclasses are the only thing that
need to be booked in advance for the Friday daytime.
The conference proper kicks off on Friday night with a
"Meet and Greet" event for registered participants. The
main lectures start on Saturday 12th October. Trade
tables will still be open during the lunch, morning tea
and afternoon tea breaks, giving participants many
opportunities to browse the goods and services on offer.
Lectures will continue on Sunday13th October until
1:15pm lunchtime, when it will be time for everyone to
head home.

The conference dinner will be held on Saturday night.
It is an elaborate sit-down dinner, and like the Meet and
Greet, will be held in a building overlooking the Knox
oval. At night the gothic-style buildings are floodlit, so
it will be a spectacular venue. We will also have a great
guest speaker at the dinner, the identity of whom is a
secret for now.
The main conference will feature some fantastic talks
and speakers. The full details are on the conference web
site (http://exploringthepast.khs.org.au) but among
others we are thrilled to have Dr David Wright, M.A.,
Ph.D., F.S.A., F.S.G., from Kent in England giving
three sessions. David is a Fellow of the Society of
Genealogists and a Fellow of the Society of
Antiquaries. He has over four decades of experience in
genealogical and historical research, and has written
numerous books on Kent Genealogy. He will be
teaching a masterclass on reading old handwriting, as
well as lecturing on the workhouses and Genealogical
History and Geography. This is a unique opportunity to
hear this leading English genealogist without having to
travel all the way to the UK.
In order to raise money to keep the cost of the
conference and the dinner down, we recently held a
BBQ at Bunnings. It was a great success, and we made
just over $1000 profit.
The registration fee includes all the sessions on the
Saturday and Sunday; morning tea, lunch and afternoon
tea on Saturday; morning tea on Sunday; and the Meet
and Greet on Friday night.
So, why not book to attend this fantastic conference?
Bookings must be made online, and can be made from
http://exploringthepast.khs.org.au/register.html Early
bird rates are available until 31 July and are $150 for
the whole conference, $90 for Saturday only or $60 for
Sunday only.
It will be a great event and, for most members, a good
opportunity to attend a local conference without
incurring additional accommodation and travel costs.
(Notes: Jenny Joyce)

Dr David Wright
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FAMILY HISTORY MEETINGS Saturday May 4
AM Workshop
Our presenter for the morning’s workshop was to have
been Paul Parton teaching us how to use FamilySearch.
Unfortunately, Paul was not able to attend, but Jenny
Joyce was able to step into the breach.
Jenny opened the meeting with general news:
The speaking clock, which has been in operation
since 1936, will cease in September of this year.
Ancestry will be updating their ethnicity results later
this year.
Fund raising efforts so far this year for our October
conference. The BBQ at Bunnings was very
successful, making a profit of over a $1,000, a great
effort! Jenny thanked the volunteers that helped.
Currently our fund raiser is cookie dough and Jenny
encouraged all members to get behind our
fundraising efforts. This is a flagship event for KHS
and we need everybody to help make it a success.
FamilySearch is a free site and is owned and operated
by the Church of Latter Day Saints. Jenny showed us
how easy it is to use, and the benefits of its use. Now
that KHS is a FamilySearch Affiliate Library, all our
members are able to come into the Research Centre and
make use of many additional records that are not
available from home. Parish Chests, in particular, could
be a treasure trove! A most informative meeting. We
are very fortunate to have this facility available in our
rooms for our members’ use.
PM Meeting
Jenny opened the afternoon’s meeting with some
general housekeeping and information regarding our
conference (as above). Sue Holmes spoke about future
tours.
Jenny introduced our speaker Martyn Killion, who is
the Director of the NSW State Archives and Records.
Martyn told us what is new at NSW State Archives and
Records, and what a lot he had to share with us. Martyn
shared with us a secret, people present on that day being
the only people to know about it, outside of the staff of
the Archives, and we’ve been asked to keep it a secret.
He also told us that there is a change coming towards
the end of the year, but unfortunately, he didn’t tell us
what that was.
Martyn talked about the Archives’ aims and challenges
to make the Archives easily accessible to everyone. In
this digital age, the expectations of the populous are
instant access. Martyn explained how to use their
website to see what is available not only online, but also
travelling exhibitions and how to access what is on now
and what is planned in the future.
Martyn talked about some upcoming events including,
but not exclusively, the Queen’s Album exhibition.
This is about a photo album delivered in 1882 to Queen
Victoria, which is now lost, and which the Archives are
on a worldwide quest to find. There will be an
exhibition of some of the photos on display at
Government House Sydney from 24 May to 9 June
2019.

There were lots of questions and lively discussions after
which Lorraine Henshaw thanked Martyn for coming
and sharing so much information with us. Jenny closed
the meeting and invited everyone to afternoon tea.
WHO WAS THIS RESIDENT? May 2019
GALLIANO EUGENIO MELOCCO [1897- 1971]
Three brothers Pietro Olivo, Antonio Nicholas and
Galliano were born at Toppo, Undine, Northern Italy to
Giovanni Battista and Teresa (nee Fabris) Melocco.
Peter, a trained mosaic artist arrived in Sydney in 1908,
rented a shop and began work on the altar floor of the
Chapel of the Irish Saints in the eastern wing of St
Mary's Cathedral. Two years later he brought his
brothers to Sydney and the Melocco Brothers name first
appeared. Anthony had trained as a mosaic worker in
Paris whilst Galli aged 12 attended school after his
arrival.
The three brothers lived together for several years in a
rented house as a family. Galli was well educated and
chose to follow a different calling to his older brothers,
he finished an apprenticeship as a mechanical engineer
and went to sea for several years as a Ship’s Engineer.
It was not until about 1926 that Galli joined the firm. In
1941 he introduced ready-mixed concrete to Australia.
The history of the brothers’ achievements in decorative
fibrous plaster, marble mosaic, terrazzo and scagliola
work, are too numerous to list but some Sydney works
must be mentioned: the Crypt at St Mary’s Cathedral,
Tasman’s Map at the entrance to the Mitchell Library,
the Commonwealth Savings Bank and Bank of New
South Wales, in Martin Place and the State Theatre.
Galli was naturalised in 1923 and married Eva Letitia
Maude Bell in Fortitude Valley, QLD in 1932. They
had one son Graham and one daughter Ann. They
moved to 33 Nelson Rd, Gordon circa 1933 where they
lived for many years. Galli died 26th December 1971
and Eva died 12th March 1988.

Further Reading
“Australian Dictionary of Biography”.
“A History of Italian Settlement in NSW” C. Kevin &
R. Pesman.
“Melocco Brothers Fiftieth Calendar” (State Library of
NSW)
“The Historian” 39.1 KHS pp 140, 141
The Internet – many sites.
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GENERAL MEETING Saturday Apr 20
The Life and Legacy of Lieutenant Joseph Maxwell
VC MC and Bar DCM (First AIF)
A good audience of members and visitors heard
Emeritus Professor John Ramsland OAM give an
interesting talk on Joseph (Joe) Maxwell, a soldier who
distinguished himself in World War 1.
John quoted from John Buchan/Baron Tweedsmuir,
who wrote fulsomely in praise of the Anzacs at the
Battle of Pozieres. His words, perhaps extravagant,
helped form the legend of the Australian soldier.
Buchan had been on the spot when the Australians
came out of the battle. Their faces were deeply etched
with great tiredness and privation. Joe Maxwell’s was
one of them.
Joe Maxwell had enlisted at 18, having travelled from
Newcastle to Sydney to join the 18th Battalion on 6
February 1915. He had been a boilermaker’s apprentice
at Hexham but when war broke out he and the other
men had been made redundant.
On the Western Front Joe held a succession of noncommissioned ranks, from Lance Corporal to Company
Sergeant. On 29 September 1917 he was awarded a
commission to Second Lieutenant. John noted that Joe
“was only a boy when he arrived at the theatre of war
and had become a thoughtful man when it ended on
Armistice Day”. John provided us with a powerful
commentary on Joe’s heroic exploits, of bravery and
leadership in several actions on the Western Front. One
action resulted in the award of a Distinguished Conduct
Medal. John interspersed descriptions of those exploits
with quotations from Joe’s letters home.
On 8 Mar 1918 Joe, by then a full Lieutenant, was on
patrol in No-Man’s-Land at Pont Rouge (Flanders). His
actions resulted in the award of the Military Cross for
initiative, leadership and bravery.
When Lieutenant-General Sir John Monash took over
command of the Australian Corps (June 1918) Joe was
“in the thick of it” and was boosted from afar by
Monash’s maxim of feeding his men with the notion of
victory rather than stalemate.
On 9 August 2018 in the Battle of Amiens (second day)
Joe took control when other commanders became
casualties and again showed considerable skill and
bravery. He was awarded a bar to his MC.
In early October 1918, north of St Quentin, a heavy
barrage fell on Joe, and again officers suffered
casualties. Joe again took command. He and his men
were near German gun nests amid barbed wire. He
successfully attacked, with support from his Lewis
gunner Corporal Bonzer, through the barbed wire and
captured the German positions. With variations on that
theme Maxwell captured several more positions and
dozens of men. Joe was awarded the Victoria Cross.
John told us that Joe received four gallantry medals
between September 1917 and October 1918. He was
thus the second-highest honoured Australian in the
Great War.

After discharge Joe suffered post-traumatic stress, lived
a dislocated life and moved across New South Wales
for employment. In 1932 he published (with Hugh
Buggy) his memoirs Hell’s Bells and Mademoiselles.
After a short failed marriage in the early twenties he
found happiness and contentment after World War 2
with Anne Martin, a nurse and English war widow.
Soon after marrying they attended Queen Elizabeth’s
centenary celebrations for VC winners. John concluded
with a brief description of the trip to England on HMS
Arcadia, with other VC winners and widows. Prime
Minister Robert Menzies was also on board.
Joe died of a heart attack on 6 July 1967. He was
accorded a State Funeral.
A vote of thanks proposed by Neil Falconer was
enthusiastically supported. Then followed an enjoyable
afternoon tea.
TREASURER’S REPORT
Our income for April amounted to $1,361. Major
expenses for the month were our annual group and
public liability insurance premiums and the purchase of
a new shredder. With all expenses included total
expenses amounted to $1,903 resulting in a deficit for
April of $542.
FUTURE TOUR DATES
June: Friday 21st - Tour 12: Bahá’i Temple
Guided tour bookings opened Saturday May 18th
July: Thursday 25th – Tour 1: Christmas in July
luncheon, Magpies. See note below for details.
August: Thursday 22nd – Tour 2: Australian National
Maritime Museum, Exhibition: Governor Bligh, Hero
or Villain - Guided Tour
September Thursday 19th – Tour 3: Police and Justice
Museum – Guided Tour
“CHRISTMAS IN JULY” LUNCHEON.
All members and friends are invited to share in our
KHS ‘Christmas in July’ get together at Magpies Club
– opposite Waitara Railway Station in Alexander Pde.
Parking available. The date is Thursday 25th July noon
for 12.30pm. An excellent two course meal and drinks
will be served in a very comfortable room at the wellappointed Waitara Club.
This year, bookings will be taken in the same way as
our tour system. Bookings will open at KHS rooms on
15th June KHS General Meeting day. Following the 15th
Yvette will be contactable on 0414 249 737 or at
Yreeve@optusnet.com.au . For bookings with Yvette
after the 15th payment can be made via EFT.
Magpies have kept their costs very reasonable at $45
per person.
Bookings will close on Monday 15th July as Magpies
need to have final numbers by 16th July. As with KHS
tours, if after booking you find that you are unable to
attend we would ask you to arrange for someone to take
your place if at all possible. Thank you.
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BOOK REVIEW
“Sydney Cove, 1789-1790”
by John Cobley

[Part 2. See the April 2019 Newsletter for Part 1.]

A new ship sailed into view through the Heads. The citizens cheered. The messages from the master, Thomas Edgar,
of the Lady Juliana transport however were less than encouraging. She carried only enough food for her contingent
of 222 female convicts and crew for two years, and worse, the accompanying supply ship, Guardian, had struck ‘an
island of ice’ and had returned to the Cape of Good Hope. Had there been no accident she probably would have
arrived back in February, thereby avoiding the serious cuts in rations and the consequent transfer of many convicts
to Norfolk Island. The impact with an iceberg was so damaging that Lieutenant Riou, in command of the Guardian,
had no option but to throw overboard the major portion of the cargo to save the ship from instantly sinking. Seven
horses, sixteen cows, two bulls, a number of sheep and goats, and two deer were all lost, as was a garden with fifty
fruit trees. Many pounds of flour, pork and beef were also jettisoned. In some ways, just as painful, was the loss of
private property being sent by friends to many officers in Sydney. Public property destined for the colony would
also be sorely missed. It included a large quantity of sails and cordage, sixteen chests of medicines, fifteen casks of
wine, a quantity of blankets and bedding for the hospital, and a large supply of convict clothing, along with an ample
assortment of agricultural implements.
Phillip received detailed and well-conceived planning rules from W.W. Grenville, Home Secretary, on granting land
to emancipists, officers, and free settlers, along with guidelines for supporting such residents. Also included was a
table of fees associated with licensing and managing grants. Grenville further provided guidelines for the setting out
of acreage parcels and the location and design of towns, including space for schools. He clearly recognised that
Phillip was incapable of such planning.
The female convicts disembarked from the Lady Juliana June 11th, 8 days after arrival, and were found to be ‘loaded
with the infirmities of old age’, incapable of labour, even requiring help toward their own maintenance. Phillip wrote
to Nepean, Under Secretary to Home Department, and to Grenville, urging free settlers to be sent to help establish
farms and other towns. He lamented the fact that artificers on the Guardian were not sent on to Sydney from the
Cape but were likely to return to England. He further claimed that of 5 superintendents sent out, only one was a
farmer, and that there was need for a master carpenter, brick and tile maker.
On June 20th, the Justinian store-ship, under the command of Captain Maitland, arrived after a very fast trip of only
5 months due to having bypassed stops at Rio de Janeiro and the Cape of Good Hope. She was laden with provisions,
and as a result, the next day the Governor ordered a return to full rations for all in the colony. The good news was
tempered by the arrival on June 26th of the transport Surprize, Nicholas Antis, master, with 218 ‘very unhealthy’
male convicts, 42 having died during the voyage. Two days later the transports Neptune and Scarborough arrived
with 750 ‘very sickly’ convicts and 105 soldiers of the newly formed New South Wales Corp. These ships had been
chartered from the East India Company and Phillip received accompanying orders from Grenville that once they
were unloaded they were to carry convicts and soldiers to Norfolk Island and from there be allowed to proceed to
China. Another ship, the H.M.S. Gorgon, would bring another 200 soldiers, and the next Lieutenant Governor of
N.S.W., Major Grose. The Gorgon was to return to England carrying all the marines and other residents who wanted,
and were eligible, to head homeward. Major Ross was to return and Lieutenant King was to replace him with a
promotion to Lieutenant Governor of Norfolk Island.
Logistical nightmares followed as the community attempted to absorb the enormous influx of convicts and marines,
made more difficult given the unbelievable extent of scurvy, dysentery, and infectious fevers among them. Many
convicts were dying, some perishing even as they were rowed ashore. Blame was laid especially at the masters of
the Second Fleet transports who failed to allow all but a few convicts on deck. The English government had paid
£17.7.6 per head embarked to Calvert, Camden, and King, a London merchant firm, for the transport of 1,038
convicts. With money in hand there was no interest by captains in managing the prisoners, the dead being more
‘profitable than the living’ due to their lack of requiring provisions which could be sold later. [Ed – what a difference
there would have been had the contracting merchants been paid for each convict landed in good health. See
http://www.andrewleigh.com/speech_launch_of_the_economics_of_just_about_everything ] 273 people died on the
voyage out, with 486 more arriving sick, 124 of whom died in the hospital. Opportunists on board the newly arrived
ships sold off glass, millinery, perfumery, stationery and food to local inhabitants at exorbitant prices.
The records for July were filled with the names of convicts buried on the north shore of the harbour. The number
interred made for unpleasant reading. Phillip wrote to Grenville again asking for settlers and artificers, repeating
earlier requests. He stated that over 100 male convicts were unable to do any form of labour, and argued that the
women would not be very industrious even when healthy. He pointed out that there was a necessity to distinguish
between cleaning out the English gaols and providing able workers for the colony. He shared his design of a town
at Rose Hill. The main street would consist of huts 100 feet apart, each housing 10 convicts, and having a garden in
the rear where vegetables could be grown. [To be continued in a subsequent newsletter.]
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DIARY DATES
JUNE
Saturday 1

11:00am Family History Workshop
Ryerson Index
Presenter: Bob Atkins
Saturday 1 2:00pm Family History Meeting:
Australian War Brides to America
Presenter: Debbie Robson
Monday 3 German SIG meeting
Saturday 15 2:00pm General Meeting: Harold Cazneaux
and his Roseville Studio
Presenter: Sue Rosen
Friday 21
Tour 12: Bahá’i House of Worship
JULY
Saturday 6 11:00am Family History Workshop
Saturday 6 2:00pm Family History Meeting:
Saturday 20 2:00pm General Meeting: The Pope’s
Architect in Australia
Presenter: Em. Prof. Don Napper
Thursday 25 Tour 1: Christmas in July luncheon,
Magpies Club
AUGUST
Saturday 3 11:00am Family History Workshop
Saturday 3 2:00pm Family History Meeting:
Saturday 17 2:00pm General Meeting: The Dunbar:
Sydney’s Shipwreck Tragedy
Presenter: John Lanser
Thursday 22 Tour 2: Australian National Maritime
Museum, Exhibition: Governor Bligh,
Hero or Villain - Guided Tour

How to book a tour
On the 3rd Saturday of each month (except December),
which are KHS General Meeting days, the Tour Booking
Table will be open between 10 am and 1:30 pm for
bookings and receipt of tour booking funds. Payment on
the day is by cash (preferred) or cheque. If you cannot
attend at this time please contact Yvette after the
weekend of the booking at yreeve@optusnet.com.au or
by phone 0414 249 737 to check on vacancies. If there is
a vacancy, payment can be made via EFT, details: BSB
032-083 KHS Account No. 248971 indicating your name
and tour number. You will be sent an important Tour
Information Sheet which will become your receipt and
provide tour pick up details, i.e., time and place. For most
tours Yvette will keep an Expression of Interest list in
case of future vacancies.

WHO WAS THIS
KU-RING-GAI
RESIDENT?
JUNE 2019
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Research Centre Hours
The Society’s Research Centre is at 799 Pacific
Highway, Gordon, adjacent to the Ku-ring-gai
Library. The Centre is open to the public from 10.00
am to 2.00 pm on Monday, Tuesday, Friday and
Saturday (except the first Saturday of each month
when members have a Family History meeting).
© Ku-ring-gai Historical Society Inc. and authors. The
content may be reproduced as sourced from this
newsletter with acknowledgment to named authors.
Newsletter Deadline
Please send email copy for publication to
editor@khs.org.au as early as possible, but no later
than 13th of each month. Items will only be accepted
from members of KHS. Copy is accepted on the basis
that Ku-ring-gai Historical Society has editing rights
and that readers can reproduce it in whole or in part
with acknowledgment. If possible, material should be
in electronic form, with as little formatting as possible,
e.g. no bullets, coloured type, indenting or styles.

For members receiving printed copy who want to access the internet, enter www.khsnx.com/Jun2019.htm into
a browser address bar to reach a menu which lists all the embedded electronic links in this Newsletter
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