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SATURDAY MAY 4
11.00am FAMILY HISTORY WORKSHOP:
FamilySearch
Presenter: Paul Parton
As presenter for the FamilySearch Outreach program,
Paul will be teaching us how to use the FamilySearch
site, with particular emphasis on our now being an
Affiliate Library. (See below)
2.00pm FAMILY HISTORY MEETING,
What’s new and news at State Archives
Presenter: Martyn Killion
Come along and hear Martyn Killion Assistant
Director, Collections, Access and Engagement
tell us about the latest at the NSW State Archives
Visitors Welcome

SATURDAY MAY 18
2.00pm GENERAL MEETING: Honeysuckle
Creek: The Story of Tom Reid, a Little Dish, and
Neil Armstrong
Presenter: Andrew Tink AM
Andrew Tink’s most recent book reveals the pivotal
role the NASA tracking station played in Project
Apollo, receiving and relaying the first historic TV
images of Armstrong setting foot on the Moon.

Afternoon Tea Available

FAMILYSEARCH AFFILIATE LIBRARY
We are pleased to announce that Ku-ring-gai Historical
Society is now a FamilySearch Affiliate Library. At
our Research Centre members can now access many
digitised microfilms on FamilySearch that have
restrictions on use from home. Some resources are still
only available at an official Family History Library, but
this opens up easy access for our members and visitors
to numerous additional record sets and digital images.

HISTORICAL MOMENT 1961

Andrew is a former Australian politician, having served
as a member of the New South Wales Legislative
Assembly for the Liberal Party from 1988 to 2007. He
was in the shadow cabinet from 1995 until March 2006.
He has written four other books that include two
political biographies, a third on the events and political
consequences of a fatal military plane crash, and the
fourth on Australian history, culture and society in the
20th century.
He has been appointed a visiting fellow and adjunct
professor at Macquarie University, a trustee of the
Historic Houses Trust of New South Wales (Sydney
Living Museums) and President of the Library Council
of New South Wales. He is an honorary Doctor of
Letters honoris causa from Macquarie University.
Visitors Welcome

Pacific Highway Turramurra, showing road widening
completed near Warragal Road. Taken July 1961.
Image: RMS archives. (Notes: Dick Whitaker. See a
summary of Dick’s presentation at the March General
Meeting on page 4.)

Afternoon Tea Available

FUTURE TOUR DATES
May: Wednesday 1st - Tour 11a: State Library. Tour is
fully booked at this time
May: Friday 31st - Tour 11b: Sydney Cricket Ground
Bookings opened April 20
June: Friday 21st - Tour 12: Bahá’i Temple
Guided tour bookings open Saturday May 18th
July: Thursday 25th – Tour 1: Christmas in July
luncheon, Magpies. Details coming in June newsletter
Special Note: Please read ‘How to book a tour’ on the
last page for important updates to payment procedures.

For members receiving printed copy who want to access the internet, enter www.khsnx.com/May2019.htm into
a browser address bar to reach a menu which lists all the embedded electronic links in this Newsletter
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FAMILY HISTORY MEETINGS Saturday Apr. 4
11:00 am Session
Jenny Joyce reported that KHS is now an Affiliate
Library of FamilySearch which will enable our
members to download the locked documents on that
site. Lorraine Henshaw invited members’ suggestions
for future Workshop Sessions and announced the topics
for the May Meeting. Yvette Reeve gave information
on upcoming tours of Rookwood Cemetery and the
State Library. Jenny Joyce then gave a comprehensive
presentation about Births, Deaths and Marriages in the
other Australian states and overseas following on from
last month’s NSW BDMs session. She covered Victoria
(which began in June, 1853), Queensland (March
1856), Tasmania (1839), South Australia (June 1842),
Western Australia (September 1841), New Zealand
(1848 and 1854), England & Wales (July 1837) and the
Republic of Ireland (1843 non-Catholic and 1864
Catholic). In some cases there are earlier but less
comprehensive church records. Jenny demonstrated
how to access and navigate each site.
2.00p.m. Session
Lorraine Henshaw opened the meeting and welcomed
those present. Jenny Joyce repeated the morning’s
announcements and also mentioned the Irish
Conference that she and Lorraine attended. Yvette
Reeve reminded everyone of the upcoming tours.
Gerard Esquilant told of his visit to the recent Roots
Tech Conference in Salt Lake City and what a very
worthwhile experience it had been.
Speakers
The Members were Speakers this time and ten people
spoke on the topic ‘What did your grandfather do?”
Tony Spargo talked about Thomas Spargo, born in
1861 who came to Sydney in 1884. He was a builder
who lived at St Leonards. Tony’s maternal grandfather
was James Frederick Smart who was born in Grafton in
1868 but married in 1894 and moved to Arncliffe. He
was also a builder and carpenter.
Gerard Esquilant’s grandfather was born in New
Zealand and was a photographer. He got Gerard
interested in Family History.
Jean Smith’s grandfather was John Cunningham, who
was born in Glasgow in 1872. He was a mechanic in a
cotton mill who served part of his apprenticeship south
of Manchester where he met his future wife, and lived
near Manchester when he married her. A mechanic in
the 1890s looked after the machines in a factory.
Jan Cook spoke about her great grandfather, John
Tippett, who was born in 1849 in Cornwall and
migrated to Moonta in South Australia, where he was
an engineer. Her maternal grandfather was Dougal
McDougall, father of 11 children, who had several
hotels in Surry Hills.
Jan Spargo’s maternal grandfather was Canute Dean, a
plasterer, and her paternal Grandfather was Daniel
Sauerbier, born in Germany, who was a sanitary
engineer (plumber) and lived in Mosman.
Jenny Joyce’s grandfather was William Spiller who
was a manufacturing agent in his family’s company. He

worked until he was 75 and loved to tease Jenny.
Jo Harris’ maternal grandfather was John Perceval
Shipton born in Yorkshire in 1871 the son of a rector.
John Perceval served in the Royal Navy, came to
Australia, and married a New Zealander before
returning to England. Jo’s paternal grandparents were
killed by a doodlebug in WW2.
Peter Bidencope’s maternal grandfather came from
Poland and had a timber business in Hobart where he
fathered 7 children, 3 of whom served in WW1 and
survived. Peter’s paternal grandfather was a tailor who
made military uniforms.
Angela Lind’s grandfather was Reginald Johnstone
who was the grandson of a Scottish radical. He served
in WW1 and lived in Wahroonga.
Ruth Murray’s grandfather was Arthur Edward Salter,
born in 1860 who was a Sydney medical doctor
working for the Queensland Government on Thursday
Island, where he helped survivors of the shipwrecked
Quetta, before returning to Sydney, where he worked
at the Quarantine Station.
Lorraine thanked all the speakers for participating.
GERMAN SIG MEETING
The KHS German Special Interest Group met Apr 8
with 15 members present. Items discussed were:
GAGHA activities: Tony provided an update on
recent developments with the German Australian
Genealogy and History Alliance (GAGHA), especially
the change in administrative duties, which are now
more widely distributed, and also the news that the
GAGHA Facebook page has a new administrator. Tony
provided a handout containing numerous German
related snippets found amongst GAGHA Facebook
posts.
German Ancestors of Ku-ring-gai Historical
Society Members: Progress on the second iteration of
the publication has been slow with input received from
one member but which requires expansion of the
narrative before it can be included in edition two.
Christine Edwards’ revised input (see below) will
effectively replace her initial input recorded in edition
one.
Show-and-Tell: Frank described several old passports,
naturalisation certificates and change of name
documents and passed them around to members. Kate
showed several photographs of buildings and localities,
all with the same name as her ancestors’ surname.
Presentation: Christine Edwards gave an excellent
presentation on her recent efforts to verify and validate
family history “facts”, especially the ones from her 103
year old mother. Christine described the pathways
explored leading to the conclusion that her mother was
right all along!
Next Meeting: Planned for Monday 3rd June 2019.
Peter volunteered to give a presentation to the group at
the meeting entitled: Buried on the plains of Nebraska
– The tragic true story of how solving a family history
brick wall led to the discovery of why three of his
relatives came to be buried on the plains of Nebraska.
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KHS VISIT TO HISTORIC AIRCRAFT
RESTORATION SOCIETY MUSEUM (HARS)
Tour 9, Thursday March 14
Three HARS volunteers with cars met twenty members
at Albion Park station to drive those who wanted to
avoid the 800 metre walk to the museum where we had
a very pleasant lunch at the HARS Café Connie.
We were then divided into three groups and had a
fascinating tour of the exhibits for the next two hours.
We got up close and personal with the ex-Qantas 747
examining the undercarriage and the inside, looking
into the cockpit and the secret crew rest areas. This 747
was quite a famous aircraft. It was the first 747-400 that
Qantas bought from Boeing and on its delivery flight,
flew from London to Sydney non-stop, making it the
world’s longest non-stop flight for a commercial
airliner. There were only 23 passengers and crew on
board. When retired from service after 25 years this 747
had flown 85 million kilometres and carried over 4
million passengers.

VALE ALLAN ROST
There are some people we meet in
our lives who we truly wish we had
known forever. Allan was one.
I met him only ten or so years ago,
and got to know him at first through
his work on The Historian then
later through his huge involvement
in Rallying the Troops. He joined
the sub-committee and the editorial
group, and not only researched and wrote multiple
chapters and entries, but edited and checked text,
prepared budgets and estimates, and advised on
procedure. His patience, his calm and measured
company, his constructive and always kind critiques,
helped keep the project going, and on an even keel. The
success of Rallying owes a great deal to Allan.
His other work in our Society was acknowledged in
2012 when he was made Historian of the Year. Also,
that year Ku-ring-gai Council, in its annual Seniors’
Week Mayoral Awards, included him in its category
“Outstanding Individual Volunteers”.
Allan’s contribution to history extended further afield.
He was an early member of the City of Sydney
Historical Society. His articles were published in the
journals of the Royal Australian Historical Society, the
Hornsby Historical Society and the Society of
Australian Genealogists. A significant project with Ken
Knight was their Pubs and Publicans 1788-1850.
Allan turned 90 last September and on the 1st December
he joined the team to celebrate the successful launch of
Volume IV. He was well and cheerful.
Sadly, on the night of Sunday 10th February his wife
Shirley phoned to tell me he had died the day before.

We then went back in time to the Lockheed
Constellation, “The Connie”, which was used by
Qantas on the Kangaroo Route to London. The escape
mechanism in case of an emergency was a long rope!
We peered into the cockpit of an F111, went inside an
ex-RAAF Orion antisubmarine aircraft and a Canberra
Bomber, and boarded a DC3, which was quite an
experience, having to walk ‘up hill’ to the front of the
plane. We also saw a huge Catalina Flying Boat and
various other aircraft including a life size recreation of
Kingsford Smith’s Southern Cross. Some of our group
managed to sit in the cockpits of various ex-RAAF
fighters, no doubt imagining themselves in the Battle of
Britain.
(Click
for many more photos)
At the end of the tour we had time to buy a drink and
souvenirs before heading back to Albion Park Station
for the 3.15 pm to Central. Once again the kind
volunteers at HARS ferried some of us in cars to the
station. Torrential rain was forecast but our luck held
and we returned dry, happy, and well satisfied after a
long day. (Notes: Yvette Reeve)

Allan’s funeral was held Tuesday 19th February at
Macquarie Park. The chapel was full of family and
friends. It was a simple ceremony, with his beloved
Mozart playing quietly. When his son Richard told the
story of his father’s life, I got to know so much more
about this wonderful man. We saw a short film of a very
adventurous time in his life taking part in the famous
and challenging 5,000 mile Redex trial around
Australia and photographs of him as a child, as a young
man, at his wedding, as a parent, and in each we could
see the elderly man we had come to know as a great and
kind friend – a friend whose company will be truly
missed. (Notes: Kathie Rieth)
LIFE MEMBERS
We currently have three life members, and our
constitution states that we can have up to eight. The
committee has received nominations for the following
people to become life members of the Ku-ring-gai
Historical Society: Ann Barry, Carolyn Darby, Jennifer
Harvey, Peter Stehn, Helen Whitsed (Davies). The
matter will be voted on at the May 18 General Meeting.
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GENERAL MEETING Saturday Mar 16
History of the motor car in Sydney
More than 50 members and guests greatly enjoyed an
address by Richard (Dick) Whitaker on cars in Sydney.
The advent and massive expansion of use of the car and
other motor vehicles was one of the biggest visual
changes in our streets.
Not only was there a good gathering but the audience
was keen to participate in ongoing discussion — a most
lively and complementary participation.
Initially cars replaced and intermingled with horses. It
was probably “natural” that the cars drove on the lefthand side of the road, thus following the example of the
United Kingdom. The first car brought to Sydney, 12
May 1900, was a de Dion Bouton by Dr JC Elliott.
When he sold it two years later a condition of the sale
was the car’s ability to drive up Pymble Hill! The
second car in Sydney, 21 May 1900, was that of Henry
Joshua Vale.
There was a motor car rally as early as 1903. The route
was from Moore Street, Sydney to Centennial Park.
In that first decade motor cars were not inexpensive.
For example, a Clement Bayard cost about 275 pounds.
Another car of that time was the Minerva. Richard
showed photographs of several. Around 1910 there was
a significant increase in affordability with the
introduction of the Model T Ford.
An important, albeit regrettable, “first” occurred on 10
June 1914. Two armed men in a Moline-Knight car
stole a railway payroll of three thousand three hundred
pounds! In 1915 police became motorised.
Later, in 1925, the Maroubra Speedway was built,
although cars were unsafe at the speeds of about 100
miles per hour that could be achieved then, with midget
racing occurring in 1934.
Richard continued with a range of interesting, and
diverse, contemporary photographs. They included
examples of mixes of motorised and horse-drawn
vehicles, such as on a rather muddy Parramatta Road in
the 1920s. A photograph, circa 1928, showed Smith’s
Hornsby Hire Service and motor garage. Other “local”
photographs were of cars in Gordon, Hornsby and
Pymble, as well as North Sydney and on the Sydney
Harbour Bridge. There were traffic jams even then.
Other “sidelights” of the car’s history included petrol
pumps and bowsers, with comments about their
evolution and their role in garages/service stations. A
brief illustrated discussion of the evolution of changes
to number plates in New South Wales added further
information. Another side story: in 1926 a prize for the
Miss Australia competition was a Studebaker. The
winner was Beryl Mills who confounded many by
insisting that she wanted to keep the car which she
learned to drive, notwithstanding its size and power,
“Big 6”, 5.8L.
After much animated discussion a vote of thanks
proposed by Patrick Dodd (complemented by a
humorous MG anecdote) was enthusiastically
supported. An enjoyable afternoon tea followed.
(Notes: Richard Facer)

TREASURER’S REPORT
Our income for March amounted to $1,077. Our major
expenses for the month were insurance of $1,213, and
rent for our meeting rooms of $753. When added to our
other expenses our total expenses amounted to $2,377,
resulting in a deficit for March of $1,300.
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Susan Boyd, Gordon
Peter Fisher, Gordon

TOUR in JUNE
Tour 12, Friday June 21st
Bahá’i Temple and the Story of Ingleside and
Powderworks Road
How many times have you travelled along Mona Vale
Road past the Bahá’i Temple and said… “I wonder
what that is all about? Must go in there one day!”
Maybe you have used the highly visible landmark from
various parts of Sydney to work out in which direction
Ku-ring-gai lies. Well now is your chance to inspect the
unique building (one of only eight Bahá’i Temples in
the world), with its innate symbolism. A video
presentation and a short talk will teach you about this
relatively unknown religion and questions are
encouraged. You will discover beautiful gardens spread
over 9 hectares surrounding the Temple and our Bahá’i
hostess’ will serve us lunch in the covered picnic area.

After lunch we will learn all about the local history of
Ingleside. Our guest speaker, Dr Keith Amos (BA,
MLitt PhD) had a primary teaching career before
transferring to Teacher Education at the University of
Technology, Sydney, where he taught subjects related
to Australian history. His talk will be based on his
research on Carl von Bieren, founder in the 1880s of a
powder works at Ingleside, after which Powderworks
Road was named. This is a story of intrigue, financial
mismanagement, bankruptcy, imprisonment, false
names and more. It should not be missed!!
Travel will be by community bus leaving Bannockburn
Road Oval at 9.00am. Cost of tour (including lunch) is
$45 for members and $55 for non members.
Bookings will open on Saturday May 18th. (Please see
the back page of this newsletter for changes to
instructions for bookings)
(Notes: Sue Holmes)
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KHS VISIT TO ROOKWOOD CEMETERY
Tour 10, Tuesday April 9
Rookwood Cemetery, established in 1867, is the oldest
and most multicultural working cemetery in Australia.
Over the years it has evolved significantly and today,
with a total area of 290 hectares, is the largest Victorian
cemetery in the world.
In 2012 Rookwood General Cemetery was established
by the NSW Government to manage this historic site,
and unite Rookwood’s former Anglican, General,
Independent, Jewish and Muslim Trusts. Including the
separate Catholic Metropolitan Cemeteries Trust, there
are over 89 individual religions, ethnic and cultural
groups represented.
Our guide for the day was Operations General
Manager, Mark Bundy, who has worked at Rookwood
since 1992 and who was able to discuss, in detail, the
interesting interchanges within and between these
many religions. The General Cemetery works in many
ways to interact successfully with all, helping organise
Interment, Cremation Memorial, Graveside Services,
and the provision of Ceremonial and Condolence
Venues as well as offering Genealogy services.

Many of our attendees were able to hear Mark’s
wonderful presentation to the KHS Family History
meeting in March, illustrating his experience and
understanding. Our tour was no exception. The tour
commenced with morning tea and concluded with a
picnic lunch in an area provided by Rookwood.
Mark took us to many interesting areas of this historic
cemetery, providing us with fascinating background
and history. These spots included many individual
memorials of early leading cultural and business icons,
plus the original train system following the need to
move away from the ever growing ‘Sydney Town’.
Several of the group were interested in the Bee (also
known as Bea) Miles story having experienced face to
face contact in earlier times. Mark highlighted the
work being done in the early areas where there were
mass unmarked interments following the closing of the
early Sydney Cemeteries Burial grounds.
The Sydney War Cemetery and the Circle of Love, a
shrine dedicated to stillborn babies and children who
died in early infancy, were particular moving as was the
Jewish Shrine to those who lost their lives due to the
Holocaust. A very interesting and successful outing!

WHO WAS THIS RESIDENT? April 2019
Nancy Bird Walton AO OBE [1915 – 2009]
“In November 1998, Nancy Bird Walton, the 83 year
old aviatrix, was back flying a biplane as she celebrated
the honour of becoming the first woman in the world to
have had an airport terminal named after her. The
Nancy Bird Walton Terminal at Bourke has been
named by the Bourke Shire Council in recognition of
Nancy Bird’s pioneering effort in establishing the
Royal Far West Children’s Health Scheme aerial
ambulance and baby clinic service in NSW in 1935. In
accepting the honour Nancy Bird took the opportunity
to reaffirm her passionate concern about the
transportation needs of isolated communities: My
affinity with people in remote areas stems from my
aerial missions on behalf of people living on stony
ridges in corrugated iron houses, isolated from the
world, without running water, electricity or
refrigeration. I worked with children raised on salt
meat and billy tea, and with women taken 250
kilometres to hospital on a mattress on the back of a
tabletop truck on bush tracks…. Even today,
Australia’s remote residents suffer isolation, loneliness
and poor medical facilities. Everything that can be
done should be done to improve aviation to those
centres.”
Nancy De Low Bird was born 16th October 1915 at
Kew, NSW to William R Bird, a storekeeper, and his
wife, Fanny Louisa (nee Thornton). Oldest of six
children, she married John Charles Frederick Walton
(known as Charles) in Sydney on 11th April 1939. They
had a daughter Annemarie and a son John. John R
Brogan (architect from Gordon) designed their home in
Mona Vale Rd, St Ives where they lived for many years.
Charles died 11th Apr. 1991. Nancy died 13th Jan. 2009.

Nancy Bird Walton’s Home at 136 Mona Vale Rd., Pymble

Further Reading
“Women of Ku-ring-gai – A Tribute”. KHS Inc.1999
(quote extracted for information above)
“Born to Fly” Nancy Bird (Angus & Robertson 1961)
“My God! It’s a Woman” Nancy Bird (Angus &
Robertson 1990)
“The Historian” KHS – Many editions.
The Internet, especially
http://www.ctie.monash.edu.au/hargrave/nancy_bird_wal
ton_bio.html
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DIARY DATES
MAY
Wednesday 1 Tour 11a: NSW State Library
Saturday 4 11:00am Family History Workshop

FamilySearch
Presenter: Paul Parton
Saturday 4

2:00pm Family History Meeting:
What’s new and news at State Archives
Presenter: Martyn Killion
Saturday 18 2:00pm General Meeting: Honeysuckle
Creek: The Story of Tom Reid, a Little
Dish, and Neil Armstrong
Presenter: Andrew Tink AM
Friday 31
Tour 11b: Sydney Cricket Ground Tour
JUNE
Saturday 1 11:00am Family History Workshop
Ryerson Index
Presenter: Bob Atkins
Saturday 1 2:00pm Family History Meeting:
Australian War Brides to America
Presenter: Debbie Robson
Monday 3 German SIG meeting
Saturday 15 2:00pm General Meeting: False Flags:
Disguised German Raiders of World War II
Presenter: Stephen Robinson
Friday 21
Tour 12: Bahá’i House of Worship
JULY
Saturday 6 11:00am Family History Workshop
Saturday 6 2:00pm Family History Meeting:
Saturday 20 2:00pm General Meeting
Thursday 25 Christmas in July luncheon, Magpies

How to book a tour
On the 3rd Saturday of each month (except December),
which are KHS General Meeting days, the Tour Booking
Table will be open between 10 am and 1:30 pm for
bookings and receipt of tour booking funds. Payment on
the day is by cash (preferred) or cheque. If you cannot
attend at this time please contact Yvette after the
weekend of the booking at yreeve@optusnet.com.au or
by phone 0414 249 737 to check on vacancies. If there is
a vacancy, payment can be made via EFT, details: BSB
032-083 KHS Account No. 248971 indicating your name
and tour number. You will be sent an important Tour
Information Sheet which will become your receipt and
provide tour pick up details, i.e., time and place. For most
tours Yvette will keep an Expression of Interest list in
case of future vacancies.

WHO WAS THIS
KU-RING-GAI
RESIDENT?
MAY 2019
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Research Centre Hours
The Society’s Research Centre is at 799 Pacific
Highway, Gordon, adjacent to the Ku-ring-gai
Library. The Centre is open to the public from 10.00
am to 2.00 pm on Monday, Tuesday, Friday and
Saturday (except the first Saturday of each month
when members have a Family History meeting).
© Ku-ring-gai Historical Society Inc. and authors. The
content may be reproduced as sourced from this
newsletter with acknowledgment to named authors.
Newsletter Deadline
Please send email copy for publication to
editor@khs.org.au as early as possible, but no later
than 13th of each month. Items will only be accepted
from members of KHS. Copy is accepted on the basis
that Ku-ring-gai Historical Society has editing rights
and that readers can reproduce it in whole or in part
with acknowledgment. If possible, material should be
in electronic form, with as little formatting as possible,
e.g. no bullets, coloured type, indenting or styles.

For members receiving printed copy who want to access the internet, enter www.khsnx.com/May2019.htm into
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