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SATURDAY APRIL 4
11.00am FAMILY HISTORY WORKSHOP
Share Memories of the 1970 Bi-centenary of
Cook’s Discovery of Botany Bay.

SATURDAY

Presenter: Jenny Joyce

Presenter: David Wilkins OAM

The workshop is for participants to share their memories
of the celebrations in 1970 to commemorate the landing
of Captain Cook in 1770. Where were you and what do
you remember ?

2.00pm

FAMILY HISTORY MEETING

The New South Wales and Tramways Roll of
Honour Board, Central Station.
Presenter : Bill Phippen
Bill Phippen graduated in Civil Engineering from the
University of Sydney in 1976 and spent most of his life as
a licensed builder. He is a member of the Australian Railway Historical Society, NSW division. Bill was a consultant for the restoration of the Honour Boards.
The boards were produced by Railways staff, designed
and made in the Carriage Workshops at
Eveleigh. They were
unveiled in March
1916 by Commissioner John Harper
with 115 names
listed, and attached
to the north wall of
the Sydney Station
concourse.
A bronze plaque
commemorates the
opening of the Railway Remembrance
Wall. The plaque
was unveiled in
1997.

APRIL
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2.00pm GENERAL MEETING
Three Vietnam Wars from 1946 to 1975

David will detail the
histories of three
connected Vietnam
Wars, and discuss
the main controversies surrounding the
2nd (the American
War), whether the
US strategy was
appropriate or misguided, the fall of
Saigon, whether it
was it an American defeat and the impact of public relations
as a principle of war. Discussion will include the causes
(such as the domino theory).
David Wilkins graduated from the Royal
Military College, Duntroon in 1963 and
served with the 5th
Battalion RAR in Vietnam in 1969-70 as
the Adjutant and then
as a rifle company
commander. Now retired, he was awarded
the OAM for services
to community history
in the 2019 Queen’s
Birthday Honours List.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Our Newsletter is a very important source of information for members of our Society and I am pleased to advise that our
Committee member and Volunteer Co-ordinator, Geoff Little, has agreed to take on the very important position of Editor.
This edition is the first by Geoff, and I am sure you will join with me in wishing him every success in this position.
As Geoff has had to relinquish the position of Volunteer Co-ordinator, we therefore needed a willing participant to carry on
this task. My thanks to our very capable volunteer Jill Nicholson who has offered to fill this position.
At the last meeting of Committee Members, the decision was made to introduce a donation, with a lucky door prize, at our
monthly meetings. This will be in place of raffles and is a fairer and more equitable system for the running of our Society.
(See page 2)
Lorna Watt

MARCH FAMILY HISTORY MEETING

It is well known that transcriptions may contain errors, but
one thing to be careful of is whether it contains omissions.
Family stories (or published histories) may also leave out
things that are considered embarrassing, shameful or
critical of family members. How many people have left out
information that a family member contracted a sexuallytransmitted disease during World War I?

11.00am Session
Lorraine Henshaw welcomed attendees to the morning
session, and then passed over to Jenny Joyce, who spoke to
us about the UK censuses.
The censuses started in 1801 and took place every ten
years, but it was not until 1841 that all people were named.
That year included only the person’s name, age (rounded
down to the nearest 5 years if over 15), occupation,
whether or not they were born in the county they were in
on the night of the census, or whether they were born in
Ireland, Scotland or foreign parts. Subsequent censuses
include more information, including the exact age,
relationship to the head of the household and the exact
place of birth. Jenny also gave us some ideas as to why we
might not be able to find someone we were expecting to
find.

The lesson Angela stressed for us was that whenever we
receive a transcript of any record, we should always ask
ourselves whether it is accurate, and whether it is
complete.

As well as explaining the information contained in the
columns of census records, Jenny told us about other less
obvious things you can find, like the type of
neighbourhood a family lived in and what the occupations
were of the people living around them.

Annie Biddulph

After her presentation, Jenny gave away a relationship &
DNA inheritance chart she had received at RootsTech, and
also invited members to put their names into a draw for a 3
-month Ancestry World Subscription. The winner of the
former was Jean Smith, and the latter was Jo Harris. Jenny
also gave to the society a copy of Census: The Family
Historian’s Guide by Peter Christian & David Annal
which she had picked up at RootsTech.

CHANGE AT MONTHLY MEETINGS
At its March meeting, the Committee discussed the running of the monthly meeting of the Family History Group
and the General Meeting, and has made changes to one
aspect of them.
For some time, the Society has run raffles at monthly
meetings to contribute to covering the overheads of running the meeting, viz hire of the meeting room. This has
been an onerous task, as records of sales and names of
winners must be recorded. Many members do not agree
with the holding of raffles on religious or ethical grounds.

2.00pm Session
The talk in the afternoon session was given by Angela
Phippen, a Local Studies Librarian with a suburban
Sydney Council and former librarian of the Society of
Australian Genealogists. The talk was entitled “Oops - I
should have checked the original!”, and used the examples
of the letters written by Rachel Henning to illustrate the
importance of always trying to seek out an original record
or a photographic copy of it (e.g., print, microfiche,
microfilm or digital scan).

Thus, in place of raffles, a donation of $2 (or more), including a lucky door number, with variable prizes, will be
introduced at both monthly meetings from May.

FUTURE TOUR DATES.

English-born George Hedgeland was noted for the many
beautiful stained glass windows he created for places like
Norwich Cathedral. In 1859 he emigrated to Australia and
moved up to Queensland. There he lived with, and helped
out on some of the properties of, Edmund Biddulph
Henning (known as Biddulph). Also in the household were
Biddulph’s sisters Annie and Rachel. In 1866 Hedgeland
married Annie Henning at St Mark’s, Darling Point.

Thursday April 30th Tour 10 Penrith & Fire
Museum April 30th. Bookings opened March 21st.
Thursday May 14th Tour 11 Refurbished Hyde
Park Barracks . Bookings open April 18th.

Due to the Coronavirus pandemic these tours
have been cancelled. Should conditions improve
later in the year , the tours may be rebooked.

As part of her research into George Hedgeland, Angela
consulted the letters written by his sister-in-law, Rachel
Henning. Rachel’s letters, mostly addressed to her sister in
England, were serialised in The Bulletin in 1951 and
proved so popular that they were compiled into a book,
The Letters of Rachel Henning, first published in 1963 and
subsequently reprinted several times. Angela was keen to
see what information could be gleaned about George from
these letters. George was mentioned several times, but
when Angela compared the published letters to the
originals, held by the Mitchell Library, she found that
several large sections of the letters had been edited out.
When the original full text is read it presents a very
different, and not quite so flattering, picture of George.

Newsletter Contributions.
A Newsletter like this one functions best and is of most
use and interest to members when it contains a wide range
of pertinent information for its readers. To assist this exercise, the Editor is always looking for contributions from
our members. If you have something you would like to
include in any issue of the newsletter, be it a photograph,
some interesting family research, a letter to the Editor or a
topic related to built heritage, now is the time to send it.
Address contributions to: editor@khs.org.au
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GENERAL MEETING

TOUR OF ANZAC MEMORIAL

Saturday 15 February 2020

HYDE PARK

“False Flags”

Recently our tour participants found their way to the wonderfully refurbished ANZAC MEMORIAL at Hyde Park.
Originally, the memorial was created as a place to remember the Great War (1914 – 1918). Completed in 1934 the
Memorial is both a work of art and a remarkable piece of
architecture. The Memorial is a key site for individual and
communal reflection upon the sacrifices of Australian servicemen and women in NSW.

Beverley Dunstan introduced Stephen Robinson who has
written a book called False Flags telling stories of German
raider ships during World War ll.
In November 1941 HMAS Sydney disappeared off the West
Australian coast. HMAS Sydney was the pride of the
Australian Navy and had distinguished itself in the
Mediterranean.

Recent extensions, which were finished in late 2019, have
provided space for meetings/lectures etc., in our case a
heartbreaking human theatrical piece that is now available
for group bookings. Known as DEVOTED SERVICE this
piece shares the First World War stories of four remarkable women who were nurses ‘at the front’. Following this
piece, performed by a wonderful actress, was an interesting tour of the Memorial which concluded with morning
tea. Our tour took us briefly to the many corners of the
exhibitions which, we are sure, will lead our participants to
a more leisurely review at a later date.

At that time German sailors who were rescued from life
boats and on the shore of Western Australia said they had
sunk the Sydney and they were from the German ship
Kormoran. People did not believe the Germans as rumours
were abound that Japanese submarines had sunk the Sydney.
It wasn’t until 2009 when the wreck of the Sydney was found
forensic evidence showed that the Germans had sunk it. 645
sailors on board HMAS Sydney were lost.
The Kormoran raided the Atlantic and there were three other
raiders in Australian and New Zealand waters. They were
the Orion, Pinguin and Komet.
These raiders were
interested in destroying trade between Great Britain and its
colonies.
The Germans would take normal freighters and turn them
into raiders but made sure they still looked like freighters
even though they put guns on them. They also put false
flags (e.g., Dutch) on them. If they approached one of our
allied ships the false flags would be uncovered, guns would
come out and suddenly it was a war ship.
Any captured ships and prisoners from them were sent to
Germany. If they couldn’t capture a ship they sank it. Sixty
two allied ships were sunk.
The Orion pretended to be a Greek ship and approached
Auckland. The Orion was at sea for eighteen months to two
years and most of the time it was in the Pacific Ocean.

A very important addition to the Memorial is the HALL
OF SERVICE where samples of soil collected from the
villages, suburbs and towns across NSW of our First
World War participants are displayed in this great hall.
The collection of this soil took over a year and was collected by local RSLs and many other local groups who collected the soil in remembrance of the locals who served. An
interactive system allows one to learn about the communities involved.

The Pinguin also pretended to be a Greek vessel and
captured a Norwegian whaling fleet in Antarctica and took it
back to Germany. The Pinguin also came into Australian
waters.
The Komet operated mainly in the Pacific Ocean and
attacked Nauru.

Another special display in the centre of the Hall of Service, are the names of and items of soil from the sites of all
the major battles of that era. Well worth a visit.

The Germans had 700 prisoners and let them go in the
Bismarck Archipelago as they couldn’t feed them. Australia
has forgotten the Merchant Seamen who were fighting these
raiders. Merchant ships fought but were out powered. Most
prisoners expected sadistic treatment but the genuinely
humane conduct of the raider crews surprised them. The
Germans treated the prisoners wonderfully. The Germans
would spend a day looking for survivors if they sank one of
the allied ships.

Our guide explained the role of Rayner Hoff, a gifted and
controversial English sculptor best known for his work at
the Memorial. We were pleased to point out (thanks to
Beverley Dunstan) that Emeritus Professor John Ramsland
will be speaking about Rayner Hoff at the KHS General
Meeting on Saturday 19th September. Our Anzac Memorial
guide will be attending.

It is legal for any ship to fly a false flag but false flags have
to be covered up and a real flag must be flown before
opening fire.

Lunch at the
nearby Naked
Duck restaurant (opposite
the Memorial’s entrance
in Liverpool
Street)
was
handy
and
excellent.

Thank you Stephen for a most interesting and informative
talk. It is possible that many of the members had no idea of
the extent of the raiders in our waters.
(Notes : Marilyn van Eerde)
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ADMINISTRATION

DIARY DATES
APRIL
Saturday 4

11.00am Family History Workshop
Share Memories of the 1970 Bi-centenary
of Cook’s Discovery of Botany Bay.

Saturday 4

2.00pm Family History meeting
The New South Wales and Tramway Roll
of Honour Board, Central Station.
Presenter : Bill Phippen

Monday 6

1.30pm German Special Interest Group
Meeting

President
Vice President
Treasurer

Lorna Watt
Annet Latham
Marilyn van Eerde

0402 028 034
9440 3998
0418 269 126

Secretary
Past President
Committee

Judith Godden
Jenny Joyce
Neil Falconer
Morrison Hammond
Geoff Little
Jean Lucas
Yvette Reeve
Sue Holmes, Convenor
Susan Alder
Jo Harris
Margaret Holland
Jean Smith
Joan Stebbing
Pam Tout

0408 967 937
9440 2131
9488 7293
9449 7447
9449 3131
9449 5706
0414 249 737
9144 6354
9440 4771
0408 439 343
9488 5452
9498 4468
9489 6476
9488 9807

Family History Group

*

Saturday 18 2.00pm General Meeting
Three Vietnam Wars from 1946 to 1975.
Presenter: David Wilkins
Appointees
Accessions
Book Sales
Catering
Computer Systems
Curators

Thursday 30 Tour 10: Penrith Fire Museum and other
attractions.
MAY
Saturday 2

*

11.00am Family History Workshop

Saturday 16 2.00pm General Meeting
Finding Sanity-An Australian Story.
Presenter: Greg de Moore

*

Jennifer Wallin
Margaret Holland
Vicki Williams
Peter Stehn
Ann Barry
Jennifer Harvey
Trish Thomson
Lorna Watt
Beth Facer

9983 1871
9488 5452
9415 8833
9489 9488
9144 6480
9489 6390
9499 8659
0402 028 034
9988 0823
editor@khs.org.au

Public Officer
Research Team Leader
Tour Contact
Speakers’ Programme
Volunteer Coordinator

Helen Whitsed
Joan Stebbing
Yvette Reeve
Beverley Dunstan
Jill Nicholson

9416 5825
9489 6476
0414 249 737
9419 8526
9144 6948

Web Master
Welfare Officer

Peter Stehn
Jill Nicholson

Built Heritage Group
Historian Editor
Indexing
Newsletter Editor

These fixtures have been cancelled

How to book a tour
The tour booking table opens at 1:30pm before the start of
the KHS General Meeting on the 3rd Saturday of each
month (except December). Bookings can also be made for
a short period following the meeting. Payment on the day
is by cash or cheque.
If you are unable to attend at that time then please contact
Yvette after the weekend of the booking at
yreeve@optusnet.com.au or phone 0414 249 737 to check
on any vacancies. If there are none, you could list on the
Expression of Interest form in case of future vacancies. If
there is a vacancy, payment can be made by EFT, details:
BSB 032-083, KHS Account No. 248971, indicating your
name and tour number. Yvette will note your booking and
send you an important Tour Information Sheet.

9489 9488
9144 6948

Research Centre Hours
The Society’s Research Centre is at 799 Pacific Highway,
Gordon, adjacent to the Ku-ring-gai Library. The Centre
is open to the public from 10.00 am to 2.00 pm on
Monday, Tuesday, Friday and Saturday (except the first
Saturday of each month when members have a Family
History meeting).
© Ku-ring-gai Historical Society Inc. and authors. The
content may be reproduced as sourced from this
newsletter with acknowledgment to named authors.

Newsletter Deadline
Please send email copy for publication to
editor@khs.org.au as early as possible, but no later than
13th of each month. Items will only be accepted from
members of KHS. Copy is accepted on the basis that Kuring-gai Historical Society has editing rights and that
readers can reproduce it in whole or in part with
acknowledgment. If possible, material should be in
electronic form, with as little formatting as possible, e.g.
no bullets, coloured type, indenting or styles.

TREASURER’S REPORT
February resulted in an income of $759.34 for the month.
In February we paid our annual subscription to Ancestry
and our annual fee to Ku-ring-gai Council for our twice
monthly meeting rooms.
Our expenses therefore
amounted to $4,868.65 resulting in a deficit for February
of $4,109.31.
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