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Wishing all our readers and their families a very happy
Christmas and a Prosperous New Year .

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
I am sure that I am not alone when I comment that
this year has been like no other and one that we are
eager to see come to an end. It has been
disappointing that we have not been able to socialise
and share all the advantages of being a member of
our Society. My thanks to the members of the
Committee and other volunteers who have ‘kept the
wheels turning’ this year. At times, this has been
challenging.
Following the result of our survey, I am pleased to
advise that we will be resuming our meetings in the
New Year. If the present restrictions remain in place
because of COVID-19, the meetings will take a
slightly different form and the speaker will be
delivering the talk using the Zoom technology.
The first General Meeting will be on Saturday 20
February and the speaker will be Dr Judith Godden,
our very own secretary. An email with the link for
joining the meeting will be sent to members prior to
that date.
The first Family History meeting for next year will
be on 6 March, also by Zoom. Again, members will
be notified by email.
As this is the last Newsletter for this year, my thanks
to our editor, Geoff Little, for his dedicated work.
Thank you also to contributors and to those who
have assisted with the Newsletter distribution. We

have received a number of positive remarks regarding
this publication.
This year, our Research Rooms will close on Friday 11
December and will re-open next year on Tuesday 2
February.
On behalf of the members of the Committee, a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year. Let’s hope that
2021 is slightly more ‘normal’!
Take care.
Lorna Watt

———————— // ————————

Parramatta Female Factory
Ordinary Women – Extraordinary Lives
From 1821 the Parramatta Female Factory housed
many of Sydney’s female convicts. For some it was
while they were waiting for assignment. For others it
was a place of punishment. It even served as a
hospital.
Now a new website documents life in the Factory. It
even has a list of those convicts definitely known to
have been housed there, though many unknown
women would also have spent time in the Greenwaydesigned buildings.

Check out the website at https://parramatta-femalefactory-her-story-our-story.com/.

Maybe I should have been a Stamp Collector!

My daughter Alison has dined out for years telling
stories starting with “My Dad talks to people on
trains!”.

Browsing through David Scott Mitchell’s
Magnificent Obsession set me thinking. He never
married, rarely entertained at home and spent
most of his time with fellow bibliophiles. If you
begrudge your own
partner’s passion for
collecting, for example model cars or trains,
stamps or wine, be thankful that such pastimes can
be shared without too much participation from
you. I confess to being a people-collector and
admit that the partners of people like me have
much to put up with.

The disease does not diminish with age. Gillian let me
out on my own one Australia Day to watch the Bligh
re-enactment at the Museum of Sydney. Not too
many problems there she thought. However,
inevitably, I met a marvellous family from the bush
and invited them to afternoon tea the next day.
They were, as usual, delightful and interesting people
and, again as usual, proved that it is not six degrees
of separation but maybe just two or three. They knew
Gillian’s cousins from a country town where they had
previously lived. Inevitably they are now part of our
incredibly extended, and ever extending, family.

Firstly, we should never be allowed to attend any
outing or function without our partner. Such
freedom allows us the inevitable conversation with
people who turn out to be so interesting that they
have to be invited home. Sometimes this is just for
a cup of tea which can be fitted into the previously
agreed schedule - but because they are ‘too
interesting to let go’ this often lengthens into the
dinner period and a planned meal for two needs to
be stretched to four or more.

A quick list on the back of an envelope shows people
from an astonishing number of countries and right
around Australia. All lovely people but the time has
come to give my partner a break!
Biddulph
Gillian lives with theAnnie
hope
that I will, at some stage,
curb my collecting so that her own passions and
schedule will be blissfully uninterrupted for a while.
In the meantime she resignedly waits for the next call
of “I’ve just met these lovely people.........”.

Of course, I hear you say, you must have met some
really interesting people over your past fifty six
years together because of this - and that is true. But
in a busy retirement my partner has many
interesting people of her own to be with, without a
constant stream of new ones from my chance
meetings on the local railway station or crossing
the road to the State Library in Macquarie Street.

Young women be warned. For a less frenetic life find
yourself a budding David Scott Mitchell or a stamp
collector!
Patrick Dodd

———————— // ————————

Volunteers’ Corner
The Public Officer is both the official point of contact
for an incorporated association, and one of the
authorized signatories thereof. He or she can be
either a committee member, an ordinary member, or
a person outside the association who may hold the
position. The public officer must be over 18 years of
age, and reside in New South Wales. An association’s
incorporation may be cancelled if it does not comply
with these requirements.

The Raun Raun Theatre

There are many good memories: Papua New
Guinea features large – the dancers and musicians
of the Raun Raun Theatre, who became lifetime
friends and gave loud, impromptu
concerts on our back deck much to the
astonishment of our neighbours; the
American ornithologist who was
writing the definitive work on the
Birds of Paradise, I met in the
highlands’ rainforest; the many
parties of school students from those
highlands whom we showed around
Sydney and arranged local billets for their stays.

Every association must have an official address, being
a physical address in NSW where the public officer
can generally be found. It must be premises where
documents can be received by post. An official
address cannot be a post office box.
The public officer must advise NSW Fair Trading of a
change of official address by lodging the approved
form Notice of appointment of public officer and
Notice of change of association address (form A9)
within 28 days after the current address becomes
obsolete or unusable.
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Family History Group

Authorised signatory
The public officer is automatically one of the
authorized signatories for the association.
However, the public officer is not automatically a
signatory to the association’s bank account.

It would be great to imagine that the end of this year
is the end of COVID-19. If only it could be true.
Certainly there is a ray of hope on the horizon with
the decreasing numbers of infections in Australia, the
opening of some borders and the early signs of a
promising vaccine. So we are planning to resume our
regular meetings in 2021. Initially these will be on the
Zoom platform, but we hope to return to our
Saturday afternoon meetings during the year. We
will take one step at a time and hope that we can also
restart the morning workshops a little later in the
year. The need for social distancing is preventing
workshops at present.

How is the Public Officer appointed
and removed?
The person nominated as the public officer on the
application for incorporation will become the
association’s first public officer. The committee
must fill any vacancy in the position of public
officer within 28 days.
A public officer will vacate the position if he or
she:
•

dies

•

resigns in writing to the committee

•

is removed from office by the passing of a
resolution at a general meeting

•

becomes bankrupt

•

becomes a mentally incapacitated person

•

ceases to be a resident of New South Wales,
or

•

meets any circumstances as provided for in
the constitution

•

the new public officer must notify Fair
Trading within 28 days of the new
appointment. Notification must be in the
approved Form A9, Notice of appointment
of Public Officer and Notice of change of
association address

Information about speakers will be in the February
newsletter with the instructions for using Zoom for
those who have not used it before.
We will be continuing Family History Fridays
throughout December/January except for those weeks
when the rooms are closed. You are always welcome
to come along to catch up on your research and our
volunteers will try to help you scale the inevitable
brick walls we all find. We just ask if you could let
me know (0414 255 003) if you are coming so we
don’t overcrowd the Research Centre.
On behalf of the Family History Group, I wish
everyone a very happy Christmas and a healthy 2021
and whilst we can’t have our usual Christmas
celebration we will aim for festivities in the New
Year.
regards

The public officer is responsible for:
•

notifying Fair Trading of any change in the
association’s official address within 28 days.

•

collecting all association documents from
former committee members and delivering
the documents to the new committee
member within 14 days, upon vacating
office.

•

•

Sue Holmes

New Member
We extend a warm welcome to the following
member who recently joined the Society.
Olivia Turner from North Parramatta
We hope you find your membership rewarding and
look forward to your participation in our
activities once we have returned to normal from
COVID-19.

acting as the official contact for the association,
including
taking
delivery
of
documents served on the association and
bringing them to the attention of the
committee as soon as practicable.

Ku-ring-gai

Snippets

Safe-breaking at Pymble.

custody of any documents as required by
the constitution.

Tuesday 16th December 1924 – The Argus

On the premises of the produce firm of J.W.Taylor
and Son, Lane Cove Road Pymble (NSW), a safe was
blown open.

Registry & Accreditation:
Ph: 02 6333 1400
FreeCall: 1800 502 042

The door of the safe was completely blown from its
hinges, and 2 pounds was missing.

PO Box 22 Bathurst NSW 2795
(Adapted from NSW Department of Fair Trading)

The police theory is that the safebreakers were not
professionals!

The KHS Public Officer is Helen Whitsed
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‘The Turramurra Theatre’
Who among us doesn't love a night out at the
theatre? Sadly 2020 hasn't been the greatest year for
such indulgences, but as theatres slowly start to
reopen let's reminisce for a while about one of
Ku-ring-gai's forgotten gems...
The Turramurra Theatre was a local drama group
which presented around forty plays and musicals
between 1975 and 1987, most of them in the
Assembly Hall of Turramurra Public School on
Kissing Point Road. In fact even earlier, there was the
South Turramurra Players, who performed in local
church halls during the 1960s. Some of its members
went on to be involved in The Turramurra Theatre.
The Ku-ring-gai Historical Society has recently
received some donations of Turramurra Theatre
memorabilia
including
theatre
programmes,
newsletters, articles, publicity flyers, photos and even
theatre tickets, from three former members – Alan
Davis, Ron Knapman and Ruth Langburne.

Ron Knapman and Ruth Langburne in

completed in 1968. It was the perfect venue, as the
school's Principal, Mr (Frank) Trevor Gray, had the
foresight to equip the hall's stage for theatrical
productions. Mr Gray was also a member of The
Turramurra
Theatre
and
provided
much
encouragement and assistance, along with Deputy
Principal, Mrs Beth Mosse-Robinson.
‘The Boy Friend’ was presented at Abbotsleigh in
1977, as the stage there was larger and more suitable
for musicals.
Did you know that The Turramurra Theatre almost
had a close brush with Hollywood stardom? Yes,
two of its members were none other than Wallace
and Anne Weaving – parents of then-yet-to-be world
-famous actor, Hugo Weaving!
In 1979 Wallace put in a fine performance as Sgt.
Cadwallader in Agatha Christie's ‘The Unexpected
Guest’. And I can say that with confidence – I was
there in the audience as my brother, Alan Davis,
played a part in the same production.
Fun fact: Wallace Weaving's other claim to fame was
to have travelled, in a single day, through all 173
suburban stations on the Sydney train network. He
Hubert Muddle
caught his first train at 6 am, and finished his quest
16 hours and 19 minutes later! This feat was reported
in his letter to the Sydney Morning Herald in July
2002.
Wallace also co-presented a regular programme on
Hornsby Ku-ring-gai Community Radio with fellow

Out of the Question

Ron and Ruth were, in fact, two of The Turramurra
Theatre's founding members. Even prior to
then, they were involved with the theatre's direct
predecessor, the Kissing Point Drama Club, formed
in 1972 by David Beirman and John E. Bish.
The Kissing Point Drama Club conducted a
workshop for mime and movement in the clubhouse
of the Kissing Point Sports Club. Later, after a
well-received performance of ‘Night on Bald
Mountain’ by Patrick White at Turramurra Public
School, Harry
the Arford
group presented a very successful
production of Noel Coward's ‘Present Laughter’,
directed by Mr Knapman.
A junior workshop was also established by Scott
Ramsay, which presented a one-act play in-theround called ‘Hold Up’, supplemented with
demonstrations of workshop exercises.
At a special meeting in November 1974 the group
was formally constituted and renamed The
Turramurra Theatre.
Most productions were presented in Turramurra
Public School's Assembly Hall, which had been
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Lorna Moore, Alan Davis, Shirley Jackson and Mary Knapman in
The Autumn Garden

Turramurra
resident
Walter
Bass
(fondly
remembered as Bassie).
I recently had the pleasure of sitting down to chat
with Ruth Langburne, who performed in more than
a dozen plays. Ruth and Wallace performed together
in a ‘Music Hall Revue’ at St Ives Bowling Club
around 1983, and she recalled that Wallace was an
accomplished actor with an equally fine singing
voice.
Ruth also reminisced about performing Alan
Ayckbourn's ‘Table Manners’ in 1981, which rather
than being performed on the stage as usual, was
instead performed in-the-round. Moreover, the cast

needed to master the art of appearing to eat a
meal. The food was real, but only tiny bites could
be taken, or they'd end up chewing their way into
their upcoming lines! They had a lot of 'fun'
getting their timings just right for this during
rehearsals – but thankfully, as the old saying goes,
it went alright on the night!

The death of Dr Claude Tozer, DSO.
Thank you, Morrison Hammond, for your most
interesting coverage in the Society Newsletter Vol. 38
No 10, of the alleged murder of Dr Claude Tozer by
his lover, Mrs Dorothy Mort; alleged because she was
found not guilty on the grounds of insanity.
For those readers who do not have Volume IV of Rallying the Troops (see pages 414-16) you may be interested to know some more about the victim.
Born in Sydney on 27 September 1890, Claude Tozer
was a brilliant student both at Sydney Church of England Grammar School (Shore) where he was senior
prefect in 1908, and at Sydney University where he
graduated in medicine in 1914. He served with distinction in World War I, was an outstanding cricketer
but at his peak and close to Australian cricket selection after the war in 1920, he had his life cruelly taken
from him.
Following his graduation in medicine, Tozer worked
as a resident medical officer at the Royal Hospital for
Women in Paddington, Sydney, then days before he
enlisted in the AIF on 12
May
1915
with
a
commission as a Captain
in the Australian Army
Medical
Corps,
he
became engaged to marry
Kathleen Crossman. A
month later he embarked
from Sydney with the
General Reinforcements
for 1st Australian General
Hospital. From Egypt he
transferred to Gallipoli on
Claude Tozer
20 August 1915 to serve
( photo : State Records)
with 1st Australian Field
Ambulance. In October
some newspapers carried the sensational story that
the brilliant cricketer Claude Tozer had been killed,
that his University cricket club 1st graders wore black
armbands and St Pauls College flew its flag at
half-mast. It took 10 days before his parents were
disabused of this distressing news as Tozer was not
wounded and remained on Gallipoli Peninsula until
the December evacuation.

Another play that stands out for Ruth is Terence
Rattigan's ‘The Deep Blue Sea’, which deals with
some highly emotive issues, and which she found
quite challenging to perform.
Sadly The Turramurra Theatre is one of those rare
slices of history where even Google yields no
results, other than a smattering of listings in the
Theatre section of archived copies of the Sydney
Morning Herald.
Do you have any memories of The Turramurra
Theatre – or any memorabilia you'd care to share
with, or donate to, Ku-ring-gai Historical Society?
Especially
significant
would
be
theatre
programmes, newspaper articles and reviews. If
you'd prefer to keep the originals, high quality
digital scans are acceptable – we can even organise
the scanning, and then return the originals to you.
Help us to keep the memory of this wonderful
piece of local history alive!
Ralph Davis

———————— // ————————

In March 1916 he sailed from Alexandria for France as
the Regimental Medical Officer (RMO) of 12th
Battalion for deployment to theMacquarie
WesternLighthouse
Front where
the battalion fought in the major Battle of Pozières and
where, on 23 July 1916 Captain Tozer was
severely wounded from enemy shelling. He had
shrapnel wounds to the leg but of greater concern was
his being unconscious for two days from shrapnel to
the right temporal lobe of the brain. He was evacuated
to England where, fortunately, no lesion was found
but it was decided it was too dangerous to attempt
removal of the metal for fear of brain injury.

Police Chief's Car Stolen
SYDNEY, The Canberra Times, Tue 10th May 1938

A car belonging to the Commissioner of Police
(Mr. William Mackay) that was stolen from
Chatswood last night, was recovered in Wivern
Avenue, Chatswood, today.
The car was undamaged and the police believe
that a youth used it to take his girl home!
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Before the war he had been a precocious schoolboy
cricketer, chosen for Shore’s 1st XI at age 14, and
from 1909 began playing with the Sydney
University Club. In the 1910-11 season he topped the
club’s first grade batting averages with 72.8 from 13
innings and was selected to play for NSW. With
Tozer a member of the team, it was a golden era for
University who won three 1st grade premierships in
five seasons (1909-14). After the war he switched
clubs to play with Gordon (by June 1920 he was
living at Shireen in Boundary Street, Roseville)
where (as at 2017) he still holds the highest first
grade average in a season with 122.75. That year
(1920) his highest score was 211. He was selected in
an
Australian XI to play the touring MCC side in
December 1920 and scored 50s in each innings. This
increased his chances for Test elevation later that
summer or for the 1921 tour of England and also led
to his being named as NSW captain for a state game
on New Years’ Day. But neither experience
eventuated when he was cruelly killed on 21
December 1920 by his lover’s bullet.
He had just turned 30 years of age.

While convalescing in England he was promoted to
Major and returned to France on 28 April 1917. On 6
September 1917 he was transferred to 3rd Field
Ambulance, located at the time to the east of Ypres
in Belgium. Later that month his unit was
supporting the 3rd Battles of Ypres along Menin
Road with Major Tozer in charge of organising the
evacuation of the many wounded during this
ferocious battle. Under constant enemy shelling, he
worked in the open with complete disregard for his
own safety as he dressed the wounds of casualties
and organised the teams of stretcher bearers from
the battalion Aid Posts rearwards to Hooge Tunnel.
During these several days the Australian casualties
numbered more than 5,000 with 3rd Brigade alone
sustaining over 900, making their evacuation in the
marshy conditions and under constant shelling,
extremely difficult and hazardous. For his ‘most
conspicuous courage and devotion to duty’ with
unremitting personal attention to casualties and the
organisation of his post, Tozer was later awarded the
Distinguished Service Order (DSO). Soon after he
was posted even closer to the front as RMO of his
old unit, 12th Battalion.

David Wilkins

———————— // ————————

What is Built Heritage?
Built heritage is the physical evidence of our cultural
development. Within our urban and regional neighbourhoods it is a key to the understanding of our
shared history. It helps us understand where we
came from and who we are today. It allows us to
maintain a link with the past.
It not only includes properties that have already
been heritage listed, but research of the history of all
buildings and the land on which they are built. This,
of course, also includes research into the people who
lived in those homes, and local history.

Three medical officers with the quartermaster at Gallipoli just days
before the evacuation.

(L to R)

Major AH Tebbutt, Captain CJ

Tozer, Colonel NR Howse VC and Captain AE Aspinall (QM)

Tozer was also ‘Mentioned in Despatches’ for his
gallant service and devotion to duty for his work in
1917 at two hospitals and the 3rd Australian Field
Ambulance.
Following the Armistice, he departed for Australia
on 18 December 1918 where in mid-1919 he
commenced a general practice on Sydney’s north
shore. Worryingly, the repercussions of his service,
the headaches and nightmares continued.
Two weeks before he was due to be married, his
fiancée died in hospital in June 1919. To overcome
his grief from this and his father’s death during the
war, Tozer immersed himself in his work and his
beloved cricket.

An architect’s perspective of a house c1910s.

KHS has a vast range of resources to assist in this
research.
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Our collection of documents includes: council maps;
water board maps; original land grants; deposited
plans; some land titles; Sands’ directories;
valuations; a range of photographs; files containing
information on a number of houses that have been
advertised for sale, to name just of few.

**

A Zoom Talk

**

Our first zoom talk is by Judith Godden, professional historian and KHS Secretary. She will talk about
Lucy Osburn, the controversial subject of her first
book.

In our library we have books on architectural styles,
and details of some of the key architects and
builders in Ku-ring-gai.
KHS also has a number of resources on our intranet,
including Kupedia where copies of articles from our
journal, The Historian, can be accessed. There are
also links to internet sites such as Six Maps, Land
Registry Services (previously known as the Land
Titles Office) ... Trove and of course, Ancestry and
Find My Past internet sites.
Have you ever thought about the history of your
house, or that of an ancestor, or noticed a property
near you and wondered about its past?

Lucy Osburn

Do you enjoy solving puzzles and being a detective?

Annie Biddulph

Are you interested in learning how to research
houses and land? Why not contact me?

Find out about the tumultuous 16 years Lucy Osburn
spent at Sydney Hospital and why she is celebrated
as the founder of modern Australian nursing, even
though Florence Nightingale effectively disowned
her. Find out too, why Judith thinks we should all
know her story.

Researching built heritage is challenging, exciting, enjoyable and very rewarding.

Lorna Watt

Details of the February talk will
be in the February newsletter.

———————— // ————————

——————— — // ————————
Darren remembers accompanying his father out shopping
in the toy department of Hamleys one Christmas Eve. Dad

Some Christmas Stories

said, “What a marvellous train set. I'll buy it.” The girl
behind the counter looked
pleased and murmured,
“Great, I'm sure your son

It was just before Christmas and the magistrate was in

will really love it”. Dad

a happy mood. He asked the prisoner who was in the

replied with a glint in his

dock, “What are you charged with?” The prisoner re-

eye, “Maybe you're right,

plied, “Doing my Christmas shopping too early.” “That's

in that case I'll take two.”

no crime”, said the magistrate. “Just how early were you
doing this shopping?” “Before the shop opened”, answered the prisoner.

Alex was five, all his Christmas presents were always

A Sign of the Times

signed, ”from Father Christmas.” A little while after Alex
had opened all his presents on Christmas morning, we

As a little girl climbed onto Santa's lap, Santa asked the

became aware that he was looking quite down in the

usual, "And what would you like for Christmas?"

mouth for no obvious reason. “What's the matter, Al?” I

The child stared at him open mouthed and horrified for a

asked. “Ummmm,”replied Alex slowly, “I really hoped

minute, then gasped: "Didn't you get my e-mail?"

thatCirca
you1952
and Mummy would give me something for

Christmas.”
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ADMINISTRATION

DIARY DATES
FEBRUARY 2021
Thursday 4 : Committee meeting 1.30pm at Gordon

President
Vice President
Treasurer

Lorna Watt
Annet Latham
Marilyn van Eerde

0402 028 034
0431 479 987
0418 269 126

Secretary
Past President
Committee

Judith Godden
Jenny Joyce
Neil Falconer
Morrison Hammond
Geoff Little
Yvette Reeve

0408 967 937
0404 473 767
9488 7293
9449 7447
9449 3131
0414 249 737

Family History Group

Sue Holmes, Convenor
Susan Alder
Jo Harris OAM
Margaret Holland
Jean Smith
Joan Stebbing
Pam Tout

9144 6354
0409 981 605
9489 4393
9488 5452
9498 4468
9489 6476
9488 9807

Annual Christmas and New Year Closure.
The Research Centre will be closed from :Friday 11th December 2020
to

Tuesday 2nd February 2021

The Secretary ~
Membership ~

Appointees
Accessions
Book Sales
Catering
Computer Systems
Curators

For correspondence :secretary@khs.org.au
membership@khs.org.au

Hopefully 2021 will bring a new beginning and KHS is
able to return to the good old days of having Family
History and General meetings with entertaining
speakers. If this does not eventuate then perhaps
members might consider writing an article for the
newsletter

Built Heritage Group
Historian Editor
Indexing
Newsletter Editor

Jennifer Wallin
Margaret Holland
Vicki Williams
Peter Stehn
Ann Barry
Jennifer Harvey
Trish Thomson
Lorna Watt
Beth Facer
Geoff Little

Public Officer

Helen Whitsed

Tour Contact
Yvette Reeve
Speakers’ Programme Beverley Dunstan
Volunteer Coordinator Jill Nicholson
Web Master
Welfare Officer

SO ……...

Peter Stehn
Jill Nicholson

9983 1871
9488 5452
9415 8833
9489 9488
9144 6480
9489 6390
9499 8659
0402 028 034
9988 0823
editor@khs.org.au
9416 5825
0414 249 737
9419 8526
9144 6948
9489 9488
9144 6948

Why not send a story or two to the Editor for

Research Centre

publication?

The Centre is open on Tuesdays from 10am to 12noon.
For Family History, the Centre is open on Fridays
by appointment only. Enquiries to the Family History
Group convenor.

Treasurer’s Report
Due to COVID-19 there were no meetings in October
2020 and our rooms are also closed except for Tuesday
between 10 am and 12 noon.

© Ku-ring-gai Historical Society Inc. and authors. The
content may be reproduced as sourced from this
newsletter with acknowledgment to named authors.

Membership Fees are still coming in and we have also
had three Built Heritage enquiries and two book sales.
A reminder that any monetary transactions can be
made through our bank account which is:

Newsletter Deadline
Please send email copy for publication to
editor@khs.org.au as early as possible, but no later than
13th of each month. Items will only be accepted from
members of KHS. Copy is accepted on the basis that Kuring-gai Historical Society has editing rights and that
readers can reproduce it in whole or in part with
acknowledgment. If possible, material should be in
electronic form, with as little formatting as possible, e.g.
no bullets, coloured type, indenting or styles.

Ku-ring-gai Historical Society - Westpac Bank
BSB: 032-083
Account No: 248971
I hope you all have a very Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year and, hopefully, sometime next year
we can all meet again in person.
Please keep safe and well.
Marilyn van Eerde
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