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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Firstly, I hope you have all enjoyed reading the
articles featured in the last Newsletter, and,
again, this edition has some interesting pieces,
including those about Captain Cook.

With permission from Ku-ring-gai Council, we
have stored a number of books and equipment
for quite a few years in an area at Turramurra
Library. In January, Lynne Francis, Acting
Manager Library and Cultural Services, advised
me that the area was needed and we would
therefore need to find somewhere else for our
storage. Following a few discussions, (and a little
persuasion), with Janice Bevan, Director
Community, and Lynne, I am pleased to advise
that Council have agreed to build a new
cupboard for our books in the hallway near the
Headmaster’s Museum. This new cupboard will
be a ‘twin’ of the present kitchen cupboard. I
would like to thank Council for their
co-operation, and am pleased to advise that
Trent Swale, Team Leader Trades, has the task in
hand.
Due to the above situation and the present
hibernation period, the committee and other
members have taken the opportunity to do some
‘housekeeping’ at our research rooms. The
compactus is being organised by our treasurer,
Marilyn van Eerde, the space in the kitchen hall
cupboard has been better utilised, and the
Headmaster’s Museum will be able to be
re-opened to visitors once we are able to return
to our usual operation.
Once a few more of the rules and restrictions
introduced because of the COVID-19 Pandemic
are relaxed, I am hopeful that we will be able to
re-open our research rooms. Unfortunately, our
return to monthly meetings may be a little
further down the track as we will need to abide
by the current laws at the time.
Take care.

Lorna Watt

Do you ever come across historical snippets that
chill or amuse? If so let your fellow KHS members
know.
There is one piece that chilled.
While doing family history, I checked on Hugh
Aikman, a Queensland pastoralist who inherited a
property in Scotland in 1844. The property had
belonged to his great-uncles who did not have
any children to inherit. Nor did any of their brothers
or sisters have surviving children. Not unusual? But
the great-uncles were part of a family
of 18 children. What is their story? Why did none of
the 18 live to have children, or any of the others live
to inherit?
How many died young?
Was
tuberculosis the culprit? I don’t know, but am glad
to be living with modern medical science and
hygiene, even with COVID-19. (source: https://
landedfamilies.blogspot.com/2013/08/60-robertsonaikman-of-ross-house.html)
Judith Godden

Ancestry is available online through
the Ku-ring-gai Library.
Go to the library site, login using your user
number (on your library card) and password,
and go to the page that has search catalogue in
the My Library box on the left hand side, click
search catalogue. On the right hand side of the
new screen are some boxes, one of which is
labelled ’What’s New‘ and in it you will find
Ancestry Remote Access. Click on that and you
will be at the Ancestry page with a green search
button. Click that and you will have your first
search page. Complete it with as much
information as you can. Good luck!
I had problems using Firefox but none with Safari. I had a discussion with a librarian who said
that different browsers behave differently.
Morrison Hammond

A Proliferation of Cook Books
There have been innumerable interpretations of Captain James Cook’s achievements since news of his
death reached England in 1780. Shifts and attitudes
and opinions in the ensuing two hundred and twenty
nine years have evaluated the evidence in different
ways to support new perspectives. Cook books continue to roll off the presses, many being just slight
changes of previous opinions with varying expertise.
However, when Geoffrey Blainey writes such a book,
Sea of Dangers, Captain Cook and His Rivals, Cook
tragics everywhere know it must be in their libraries.
Geoffrey’s visit to the Mitchell Library to talk about
his book was, as we would expect, a captivating and
scholarly presentation which resulted in a long and
interesting question time.
On Cook’s first voyage around the world the
Endeavour was not alone in the vast expanse of the
Pacific Ocean south of Tahiti as he searched for the
legendary Southern Continent. The French also had
the same objective and Cook’s rival was Captain Jean
de Surville in the St. Jean-Baptiste. His ship was twice
the size of Endeavour, bristling with guns, and packed
with a great variety of trade items, hoping to bargain
with the inhabitants of this new land.

The memorial on the Big Island in Hawaii where
Captain Cook was murdered in 1779.

Europeans in dealing with Pacific cultures and the
disasters which came from that ignorance, including
Cook’s death. Geoffrey however focuses on heroic
achievement and restores our admiration for these
great discoverers.
Annie Biddulph
This is a wonderful book
which also reminds me how
close it was that French is not our lingua franca in
Australia!

However, unlike Cook’s expedition their provisions
provided no ready access to vitamin C and the onset

Patrick Dodd

East Coast Encounters 1770.
Reflections on a Cultural Clash.
Pauline Curby, Sutherland Shire Historical Society,
[2020].
Is there anything new to say about Captain Cook’s
landings on the east coast of Australia in 1770? This
book demonstrates that the answer is yes.

of scurvy was to ruin the French voyage and led to
de Surville’s death in the surf off Peru as they
returned to South America for supplies. He came
close to discovering the east coast of Australia for the
French. He was certainly the first European to
traverse the Coral Sea and the first to make the westeast crossing of the South Pacific in the temperate
zone.
Geoffrey’s book tells the tandem story of the Endeavour and the St. Jean-Baptiste and how they almost met
off the tip of the North Island of New Zealand. They
were only a few miles apart. What a meeting that
would have been.
Endeavour’s voyage was a triumph and St. Jean
Baptiste’s a failure but both demonstrate how science
and exploration drove these magnificent enterprises.
Many Cook books have focussed on the ignorance of

In 10 chapters, different authors focus primarily on the
Endeavour’s landing at Kamay Botany Bay. The first
chapter gives an overview of the history of the Kurnell
peninsula, the next a summary of the European quest
for the Great South Land. There are chapters on individuals: Cook of course, the botanists Banks and
Solander, and Forby Sutherland who was buried at
Kurnell.

Other chapters look at how Cook has been
commemorated, on the collection at the Australian
Maritime Museum, and the impact of Cook’s earlier
encounters with indigenous populations. The most
innovative chapters painstakingly reconstruct the
indigenous view of the encounters, both at Kurnell and
Cooktown. The result is convincing and intriguing.
This book is beautifully produced with an excellent
array of photographs and illustrations. It does the
Sutherland Shire Historical Society, and the Create
NSW’s Cultural Grants Program, great credit. Highly
recommended.
Judith Godden
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The Coronavirus has kept us self-isolated for many
weeks . During this time many of you would have

picked up a book and read it. The two articles on
page 2 are short book notes on Captain James Cook.
Are there any KHS members who have read an
interesting book recently and would like to share it
with newsletter readers as a book review? If so, send

formed the Kosciusko Thredbo Limited company who
took the initial head lease there. Thyne Reid was the one
who had the ‘deep pockets’ required by the State Park
Trust for the new Company to build the required assets
stated in the Lease.
So all in all your May Newsletter had my particular
interest. Thank you very much.
Thank you again for your informative Newsletters and I
hope to hear from you on our request to use your
Patrick Dodd article.
Alan Fredericks

your review to: editor@khs.org.au

Pymble
Should any reader like a copy of the Thredbo Historical
To commemorate the 250th anniversary of the first

Society newsletter please email your request to the

Pacific voyage of the HMS Endeavour, Australia Post

editor of KHS at :- editor@khs.org.au

has produced some highly unusual stamps to

The copy will only be available as an attachment to an

illustrate the voyage charting the east coast as well as

email.

collecting and sketching flora and fauna. For more
information :Jack Mundey AO

australiapostcollectables.com.au

And his connection with Gordon
Jack Mundey, union leader and environmental activist,
died on 10 May aged 90.

Letter to the Editor
My name is Alan Fredericks and I live at Pymble and
have been a member of the Ku-ring-gai Historical
Society since 2011. I have just received your May
Newsletter and have enjoyed the read in our state of
‘confinement’.
I have particularly enjoyed the article on A Bush
Throne by Patrick Dodd and the item on Margaret Reid
Orthopaedic Hospital St Ives by Lorna Watt - where
Andrew Reid is mentioned. Let me explain why.
I am in my 12th year as President of the Thredbo
Historical Society and we run the Thredbo Alpine
Museum in Thredbo – with an excellent collection of
Australian Ski History and the development of
Thredbo as Australia's premier Ski Resort.
Like KHS we produce about 3 to 4 Newsletters per
year for our 220 members – 75% of whom live in
Sydney. I have attached our most recent April
Newsletter for your information on some of our
activities and interests.
Your article on A Bush Throne is one that would
interest our members and we would like to include it
in our next Newsletter in June. I am seeking your
consent to publish that article – with full
acknowledgements to KHS and Patrick Dodd.
The Margaret Reid Hospital item also has a special
interest, as the son of Andrew Reid – Andrew Thyne
Reid has a special place in Thredbo’s history as the
first Chairman of the fledgling syndicate of five who
3

Our members and friends may be interested to discover
that the Builders Labourers’ Federation, led by Jack
Mundey, became involved in rescuing the old Gordon
Public School, built in 1876 and closed in 1989 by the
NSW Department of Education (being one of several
other primary school sites designated for closure).
With a view to sale of this prime local site, Jack
Mundey’s BLF took up the fight on behalf of the
students and parents, assisting the Gordon Public School
Site Committee with support via a ‘green ban’ imposed on
the site by the BLF until all interested parties came to the
table to put their views. These included the Mayor of
Ku-ring-gai, Ald. R Lennon; Harry Morris, President of
the Ku-ring-gai Historical Society; Ald. Peter Derwent,
and other members of the GPS Site Committee.
KHS members are now housed in the section of the old
building that Jack Mundey saved.

Helen Whitsed

KHS Newsletter Stories and Records
The Society's website (khs.org.au) offers a great
opportunity to explore the Society's Newsletters on line
from 2008. One can access pre 2008 by visiting the
'rooms' ( when we reopen following the Pandemic) or
submit a Research Request. There are many interesting
stories (search the index) from many fields of endeavour.

Vale Dr Patrick Simon, AO.

A Swaggy in Killara
By David Wilkins

Australia’s ‘best friend in France.’

A few years after the formation of the Federation of
Australia, a swagman made his way slowly and rather laboriously along a foot track beside the railway
line in Killara.
A photo of him humping his swag was taken and
published in a local paper, which in turn was seen by
Henry Lawson who, in January 1906, decided to pen
a poem, The Heart of the Swag.
I recently located the poem in an old newspaper
cutting rolled up in a World War I despatch rider’s
leather pouch given to me as a present, that kind
person knowing that my father had fought with the
AIF during the Great War.
The paper cutting is shown below: -

The words ‘Do not forget Australia’ are written along
the wall of the school at Villers-Bretonneux and its
people regularly observe ANZAC Day.
They have always honoured Australians for the part
they played in liberating their town on ANZAC Day
1918, ‘considered one of the finest feats of arms
achieved by Australian soldiers during the Great War.’
Readers will know that Volume IV of Rallying the
Troops contains a chapter on the struggle to
recapture Villers-Bretonneux and the part played by
Ku-ring-gai soldiers.

Recently, with the help of Annet Latham, a copy of this
volume was donated to the Villers-Bretonneux FrancoAustralian museum.
Villers-Bretonneux has
Robinvale in Victoria.

long

been

twinned

with

Annie Biddulph

When news of the horrific bushfires reached France, the
townsfolk rallied to raise money for the recovery effort.
Coordinated by their mayor, Dr Patrick Simon, tens of
thousands of dollars was raised.
Dr Simon’s 12 year commitment to promoting FrancoAustralian shared history was honoured in 2015 by our
government making him a Officer of the Order of Australia.

He visited Robinvale numerous times, strengthening
the bond between our countries, most recently in
October 2019.
But that was to be his last visit. He fell ill with
COVID-19 nearly two months ago. News was received
of his death on Wednesday, 13 May.

Villers-Bretonneux mayor Patrick Simon receives his
honorary AO in 2015 from then Australian prime
minister Tony Abbott.
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THE PYMBLE NEWS. - June 20th 1901
Return of Sergt. Taylor

A very pleasing function was performed at the Gordon Public School on Friday last on the occasion of the
return of Sergt. Taylor of the Australian Bushman,
until lately serving in South Africa.
Mr Taylor was accorded a hearty welcome by the
teachers and pupils of the school with whom he was at
one time associated as teacher. He was then presented with an address and a set of gold studs, with his
name and the date engraved.
The recipient suitably returned thanks.
The children sang a few Patriotic Songs and, after
giving three cheers for the returned soldier, the Head
Master and the Staff, the company dispersed.

The following is a copy of the address:To Sergt. Joe. Taylor.

Extracted from: ’The Fortian’ September 1920.

Dear Mr. Taylor,

pg 7 ’Joe’ Taylor—An Appreciation.

It is with feelings of pleasure and pride that we,
the Teachers and Pupils of the above mentioned school
among whom you laboured so long and faithfully, beg
to welcome you back to our midst after having
undergone the privations, hardships and dangers of
the battlefield, in conjunction with our gallant lads, the
Australian Bushmen, many of whom alas! have found
graves in the wilds of South Africa; but we Thank God
that you have been spared to appear once again
among us. We ask you to accept, as a token of our love
and respect, the accompanying memento and trust
that you may be long spared to wear it.
Signed on behalf of the Teachers and Pupils,
H.L.Fry,

Lucy Carpentar,

Jas. Johnston,

Mable Roberts,

Isabel Bromley,

Robt. Taylor,

Ruby Reid,

Arthur Parker,

Elsie L. Fry,

Will Atkins,

Alice Craig,

Joe Fry.

Boer War - NSW Bushmen’s Contingent
Source : NSW State Archives & Records—Boer War Collection

Jo Harris OAM

———————————————————
VOLUNTEERS’ CORNER
Book Commentary

Mary Porter,

In the past I have prepared, for the Newsletter, a few
words about recent acquisitions (mainly donations) to
the KHS library. There was an eclectic mix in the
books! Some were old, some were new, and occasionally some were (colour) blue.
The commentary was not intended to be a review.
Some books were very old and some were brief
localised history. To complement the listing and
cataloguing of the books, the commentary was
intended to inform members by providing an emphasis on subject matter that may be of interest re
Ku-ring-gai.
At the same time it was often relevant to draw attention to important regional centres and their history:
such as gold near Bathurst; bushrangers/bushranging
near Grenfell; or early mapping in New South Wales.
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Richard Facer

ACCESSIONS

AIF (given in the Official History of the Australian Army Medical Services, 1914–1918) shows that the first
influenza outbreaks were reported by Chinese and
Japanese sources as occurring in March and April
1918; in the British Expeditionary Force in April;
and in May ‘it was rampant in the British, French
and German armies… from outbreaks in Spain in
May it reached Portugal in June but it was prevalent
in the Italian Navy in May.’ (Volume III, p 192).

“record the addition of (a new item) to a library,
museum, or other collection:"each book/item must
be accessioned and the data entered into the
computer"
Ku-ring-gai Historical Society (KHS) has an extensive
collection of books and other research materials
relating to Ku-ring-gai, its local history, its pioneers and
its built and natural heritage. We have a catalogue of
our collection, so that members and other researchers
will be able to discover more readily whether we have
materials that may assist their own research.

There were, as we now know, two different phases
– ‘the initial one being of great infective but very
slight clinical virulence, mostly in the [northern]
spring and early summer… followed by a second
phase mostly in the autumn and winter… though
commonly less extensive, it was … of great
malignancy and… widely different from that of the
first phase... [deaths] rose rapidly to a peak and
continued high.’ (ibid.)

This catalogue is available on the computers in the KHS
rooms and on the KHS web site www.khs.org.au/ in the
Library Section. It is listed in title order within category,
and in PDF format. If you find a book or other item of
interest in our catalogue, it can be consulted in our
research centre.

Military units were seriously affected. One reported
that, had orders from ‘Army’ [i.e., Headquarters] to
evacuate all cases been heeded, ‘we should have lost
nearly our whole strength… [but] the spread of the
disease would not have been stopped.’ (op. cit., p
198.)

The Catalogue is usually updated monthly with
donated and purchased books for the KHS Library.
The process of preparing and entering the books/items
starts with identifying if we already have a copy in our
collection. Books are sometimes used for raffle prizes if
we already have a copy.

The second phase, in October, ‘begins a vastly
different tale… [at No. 3 Australian Casualty
Clearing Station] of 1426 admissions for sickness
498 were for influenza.’ (op. cit., p 200.)

Books are stamped in the front of the book with an identifying rubber stamp, ’Ku-ring-gai Historical Society’.
An Accession Number is attached to the back of the
book and covered with a plastic slip.

At 3 Australian General Hospital total sick
admissions rose from 1161 in September – of which
183 were for influenza, causing 4 deaths – to 3186
(1252 for influenza, 80 deaths) in October and 3107
(1334, 134) in November, before tapering off to 2257
(540, 20) in December. (ibid, p 201.) Abandoning the
spare and unemotional writing style typical of
medicine, the history records that 3 AGH ‘…bore a
full share of the tremendous labours and strain
imposed on the medical and nursing professions
throughout the world by this gargantuan parasitic
debauch.’ (op. cit., p 200.)

Books are then entered into the computer in the KHS
Catalogue. showing: Accession No., Category, Title,
Author, Year Published, Type ’Book’, Shelf Label, Notes,
and Donated by.
Shelf Labels are printed and attached to the spine or
back of books and covered with a plastic slip. Shelf
Labels enable the book to be displayed in the correct
section of the bookshelves.
A ‘donated by label’ is pasted into the front of the book
displaying who it was donated by and the date.

Chris Edye

A report is printed from the catalogue showing recent
entries and pasted into the Accession Register. New
book acquisitions are on display in the KHS rooms until
they are added to the bookshelves. A list of recent
Library acquisitions is sometimes published in the KHS
Newsletter.

{ Part 2 will appear in the July Newsletter }
—————— // ——————

Way Back Then
With time available, due to the
COVID-19
lockdown, I decided to sort and go through books
and papers which had not seen the light of day for a
number of years. What joy, when I came across my
mother’s diary recording our family trip to the UK,
to visit relatives. This was way back in April, 1952
and on the passenger liner, the RMS Orontes.

Jennifer Wallin
————— // —————

Influenza and the AIF
Part 1

Coronavirus is not the first pandemic

Total cost of the voyage for 2 adults plus 2 children,
£296/5/-.

As the stories of coronavirus of our time are being
written, we are often reminded of the influenza
pandemic that swept the world in 1918-1919. Some aspects of that are now eerily familiar.

How exciting it was way back then. We were
farewelled by 50 or more friends and relatives,
who joined us for drinks in our small cabin and who
spoilt us with numerous gifts and flowers. Once
visitors disembarked the ship, the wharf became a

The history of the influenza pandemic as it affected the
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rainbow of colourful streamers. This type of farewell, the
norm in Australian ports back then.
After a number of days in very rough seas, we departed
Freemantle
and
headed
for
Colombo. The seas
were now calm but
the
temperature
‘extremely hot and
steamy’, as mother
wrote in her diary.
RMS Orontes
So much so, we had
to
collect
our
stretchers of an evening and sleep on the deck. No airconditioning on ships way back then. Up at 5.30am each
morning so the deckhands could wash down the decks.
This ritual of carrying our beds to and from our allotted
spot on the decks lasted about 15 days.
Entertainment on board filled the many hours spent at sea

The passenger ticket

Passengers and streamers

Dances. With so many young ones on board, the
children had many birthday parties to attend during
the voyage. Ship’s Officers organised fancy dress
parties for the children and many sporting activities.
Everyone was catered for, even Masonic meetings for
those who wished to attend.
Sadly, the day before our arrival in Naples, the ship
stopped the engines for a burial at sea of one of our
female passengers. I will always remember, the
stillness and the quiet that came over the ship that
morning.
We finally arrived in Tilbury on the 34th day and
were greeted by dad’s brother. Ration coupons were
still in use in the UK so our gifts of several tea chests
of food delighted the rellies on our arrival.
Our return voyage home on the RMS Otranto, was
not until October, the same year. The entertainment
was very similar to the entertainment offered on the
Orontes, and my parents made many new lasting
friendships.
A huge welcome awaited our arrival in Sydney after
our 36 day voyage. Twenty one friends and relatives
joined us in our cabin and numerous cards,
telegrams and flowers were waiting at home.
How times have changed over the years.
Margaret Holland

between ports. Such events included Card games, Fancy
Dress Competitions, Housie-Housie, deck games
including, Darts, Quoit Competitions, also shipboard
Horse Racing, naming just a few. Musical evenings in
the lounge and the adults attended Gala nights and Spot
Some of the outstanding
places that the KHS
members have seen on
tours in the last few
The committee’s meeting in May was by ZOOM

years.
Edogawa Garden, Gosford

Anzac
Memorial

Richie Benaud at the SCG

The Conservatorium of Music
Hars at Albion Park

Bahai Temple
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ADMINISTRATION

DIARY DATES
JUNE
Thursday 4 Committee meeting 1.30pm
The meeting will be held using the

President
Vice President
Treasurer

Lorna Watt
Annet Latham
Marilyn van Eerde

0402 028 034
9440 3998
0418 269 126

Secretary
Past President
Committee

Judith Godden
Jenny Joyce
Neil Falconer
Morrison Hammond
Geoff Little
Jean Lucas
Yvette Reeve
Sue Holmes, Convenor
Susan Alder
Jo Harris OAM
Margaret Holland
Jean Smith
Joan Stebbing
Pam Tout

0408 967 937
9440 2131
9488 7293
9449 7447
9449 3131
9449 5706
0414 249 737
9144 6354
9440 4771
9489 4393
9488 5452
9498 4468
9489 6476
9488 9807

electronic format ZOOM.

Family History Group

Family History Group
The family history group meetings will start up
when the Covid-19 rules are relaxed. Should any
member want family history information, get in
touch with members of the FHG committee.

Appointees
Accessions
Book Sales
Catering
Computer Systems
Curators

KHS Tour Group
The great tours that the T & V sub committee
research for all members will start up when bus and
train travel is again allowed. Trips that were
scheduled for most of 2020 will be rescheduled for
the latter part of the year and into 2021. A draft
program will be in the July newsletter.

How to book a tour

Built Heritage Group
Historian Editor
Indexing
Newsletter Editor

Jennifer Wallin
Margaret Holland
Vicki Williams
Peter Stehn
Ann Barry
Jennifer Harvey
Trish Thomson
Lorna Watt
Beth Facer
Geoff Little

9983 1871
9488 5452
9415 8833
9489 9488
9144 6480
9489 6390
9499 8659
0402 028 034
9988 0823
editor@khs.org.au

Public Officer
Research Team Leader
Tour Contact
Speakers’ Programme
Volunteer Coordinator

Helen Whitsed
Joan Stebbing
Yvette Reeve
Beverley Dunstan
Jill Nicholson

9416 5825
9489 6476
0414 249 737
9419 8526
9144 6948

Web Master
Welfare Officer

Peter Stehn
Jill Nicholson

9489 9488
9144 6948

Research Centre

Details of

The Centre is closed due to COVID-19 rules.

how to
When things return to normal, the
Research Centre will open and the
opening hours will be notified to members.

book a
tour will
be announced

© Ku-ring-gai Historical Society Inc. and authors. The
content may be reproduced as sourced from this
newsletter with acknowledgment to named authors.

later this
year.

Newsletter Deadline
Please send email copy for publication to
editor@khs.org.au as early as possible, but no later than
13th of each month. Items will only be accepted from
members of KHS. Copy is accepted on the basis that Kuring-gai Historical Society has editing rights and that
readers can reproduce it in whole or in part with
acknowledgment. If possible, material should be in
electronic form, with as little formatting as possible, e.g.
no bullets, coloured type, indenting or styles.

TREASURER’S REPORT
April 2020 resulted in a deficit of $615.77. This loss is
mainly due to the closure of our rooms and the
suspension of our meetings because of COVID-19.
We did , however, receive some orders for books
online through our website.
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