KU-RING-GAI HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC.
(Including Ku-ring-gai Family History Group)

May 2020

●

Patron: The Mayor of Ku-ring-gai

Newsletter

Vol. 38 No. 4

Research Centre : 799 Pacific Highway Gordon

●

web: www.khs.org.au

Mail: PO Box 109 Gordon NSW 2072 ● Ph: (02) 9499 4568 ● email: khs@khs.org.au

President’s Message
Hello Everyone,
As you are all aware, the COVID-19 Pandemic
and the consequential restrictions have had
quite an impact on the activities of our Society.
Even though we have had to close our research
rooms, suspend all meetings and tours, we are
endeavouring to keep the society ‘functioning’
behind the scenes. This has meant that we have
even had to resort to using some new
technologies, such as the ZOOM platform to
hold a Virtual Committee Meeting!
It has been decided to continue producing the
Newsletter each month, albeit in a slightly
different form. This is an opportunity for all of
us to read a collection of interesting articles, to
stay connected and informed. Unfortunately due
to the restrictions currently in place, it is
necessary for all members to receive their
Newsletter by email. It is not possible to print
the Newsletter and send it to those members
who usually receive it by post.
Our editor, Geoff Little, has put together a collection of interesting articles for this edition, but,
of course, will need some more for future
Newsletters. Whilst we are confined to our
homes, we all have the opportunity and time to
discover, or brush up on, some research and
writing skills. Why not think about some interesting topics that you have come across, either in
your family history research or from using
research tools such as Trove, etc.? Maybe write a
‘Letter to the Editor’ or send in an interesting
photograph?
Geoff will welcome all contributions and I am
sure he would be most appreciative.
Happy reading and stay safe!
Lorna Watt

The Inquisitive Mind of a Child
Why are they selling poppies, mummy?
Selling poppies in town today,
The poppies child are flowers of love
For the men who marched away.
But why have they chosen a poppy, mummy?
Why not a beautiful rose?
Because, my child, men fought and died
In the field where poppies grow.
But why are the poppies so red, mummy?
Why are the poppies so red?
Red is the colour of blood, my child
The blood our soldiers shed.
The heart of the poppy is black, mummy
Why does it have to be black?
Black, my child, is the symbol of grief
For the men who never came back.
But why mummy are you crying so?
Your tears are giving you pain
My tears are fears for you my child
For the world is FORGETTING AGAIN.
Author Unknown
Courtesy of Margaret Holland

Vale Bob Ross
It was with great sadness that we learnt of the
death of one of our long-time members, Bob
Ross.
Bob, a Latin Scholar, was Senior Classics
Master for 31 of his 39 years at Sydney Grammar School where he was also involved in administration, serving as acting headmaster
four times.
Becoming a member of KHS in 2003, Bob was
an integral part of the Built Heritage Group
and he contributed in many ways to our
publication, The Historian, as a researcher,
writer and proof reader.
In 2010 he was the recipient of our ‘Historian
of the Year’ Award for his publication Pymble A Biography of Pymble Golf Club.
We will truly miss his friendship.
Our sincere condolences to his wife, Elaine,
and family.
Lorna Watt
‘We reproduce this article below from our August

2009 Newsletter as a tribute to the late Bob Ross’.

From St Andrew’s to St Ives
On May 20 2009, Society member Bob Ross
spoke of the passage of golf from its home at St
Andrew’s in Scotland to Pymble Golf Club in
St Ives.
The first golf course of 9 holes in Australia was
a private course at Bothwell in Tasmania, built
by a Scot in 1822, which became the basis of a
club 80 years later. Scotsmen were prominent
in the birth of clubs in most other states, with
real interest developing in the late 1890s and
early 20th century.

serious talk of opening a rail link from Gordon to
the northern beaches. The route would have been
through St Ives with a station at (probably) Cowan
Road.
This was the prompt for a number of men to buy
land in that area for subdivision as a dormitory
suburb. To increase the amenity and therefore the
value of the subdivision, they planned a golf course
within it.
First of all they acquired all the James Terrey estate
that had not already been sold, and many of the
lands that Terrey had sold to Samuel Smith. At a
later date the Golf Club acquired part of John
Britton’s orchard, which ran from Cowan Road to
Killeaton Street. All of these lands had originally
belonged to D D Mathew, and were the site of a
very prosperous sawmill.
Annie Biddulph

The leader in this enterprise was Clifford Peacock.
The first President of the Golf Club was Dr Percie
Chater Charlton, a local dentist and Test cricketer.
The course was opened in 1926 (9 holes) and 1928
(18 holes) to a design by Dan Soutar (expatriate
Scot!). The clubhouse was built in 1927 and has been
extended or renovated many times since.
Membership grew quickly. A liquor licence was
obtained in 1932 by absorbing the Hunters Hill Golf
Club, and modifications were made to the course.
When the Club bought Britton’s orchard in about
1950, it sold the three ‘paddock’ holes on the other
side of Pentecost Avenue. By this time it had survived both the Depression and WWII.
Based on notes by Bob Ross

The oldest club in Australia is generally taken
to be The Australian at Kensington. The first
club on the North Shore was Killara, founded
in 1899. Some senior members broke away and
formed their own club in Pymble, which became the Avondale Golf Club in 1926. Roseville and Pennant Hills had preceded it by
about three years.

18th Green— Pymble Golf Club, 2020

Pymble Golf Club was founded under rather
unusual circumstances. After WWI there was
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Inspiration

(this article is based on my: Aftercare, Our Journey

In these challenging times, a bit of inspiration may
help. One of the most inspiring people I’ve
researched is Emily Darvall Paterson. In 1907 she
founded the After Care Association (now called
Aftercare, shortly to be rebranded as Stride). Its
aim was to help former mental patients find
accommodation and work. It came about when
Emily Paterson lived with her family in Punt
Road, Gladesville, across the road from
Gladesville Mental Hospital. She became aware of
patients ready to be discharged but unable to
leave because they had nowhere to go.

1907-2017; booklet currently being prepared for

the Ryde District Historical Society; and my
family history – Emily Paterson is a relative.)
Judith Godden

Volunteers’ Corner
The roles of volunteers in the Ku-ring-gai
Historical Society are many and varied. Listed on
page 8 of this newsletter are some of the
volunteers and the work they carry out. Each
month we will print a precis of what some of the
volunteers do to assist with the smooth running
of the Society.

How is this relevant to Ku-ring-gai? The
Association Emily Paterson founded is today
Australia’s longest-serving mental health charity.
While precise numbers are unknown, since 1907
Aftercare has helped thousands of individuals
with mental illnesses, including those from the
Ku-ring-gai area. As well, from 1979-98 Aftercare
helped run Nangare House in Wahroonga and, in
the 1980s and 1990s, group homes in St Ives and
Roseville.

Indexing
The role of The Historian indexer is an interesting,
though time-consuming one. An index for each
volume listing names of people, places and
events, is created to be later merged with the full
index, which is available on the KHS website.
This provides the Society’s members and visitors
with a reference to the year, volume and page of
the particular Historian(s) relevant to them, to
look up in the Rooms.

Emily Paterson was inspiring not just because she founded an organisation that has helped
so many highly stigmatised people, but because
she did so in a
non- judgemental and
friendly way. She left
a strong imprint on
Aftercare, especially
in her insistence on
the
dignity
and
humanity of people
with mental illness.
One
activity
for
which
she
is
remembered is her
helping
patients
adjust to a future
Emily Paterson Courtesy Aftercare
outside the asylum by
inviting them to her family home to play croquet
and have tea with her on the lawn. She constantly
urged people to look beyond stereotypes, telling
the Evening News in 1907: ‘People would find their
prejudices break down if they could realise how
sensible and interesting these patients were’.
Emily Paterson’s achievement is remarkable for
anyone, but especially so given she was blind
from early childhood. A great role model of
resilience and community spirit in these difficult
times!

After obtaining a ’spare’ copy of the latest Historian, I set about marking with a highlighter all
names of people with a connection to Ku-ring-gai
who are mentioned in the articles. I also highlight
significant local places and events. All these
names are then entered into an alphabetical index
for that volume using Excel. The entries are made
one at a time, with care being taken to accommodate and merge variations in spelling often arising from varied sources.

This index is transferred to the Society’s Preservation Group, via email or USB for merging into the
broader Index. The 2018/2019 volume required
1178 entries even though that volume was shorter
than usual!
It is necessary to take care with constructing the
Index, as this reference may prove to be a future
researcher’s only lead to a Ku-ring-gai person,
place or event.
I hope you enjoy using The Historian Index.
Beth Facer
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A Bush Throne

Finally all was ready and the edifice, for it
must be described as such, was given a security
perimeter so that the great unwashed could not
draw nigh.

There was movement at the station for the word had
passed around that good Queen Liz herself was
coming to stay. Well, it was the Snowy Mountains
but in this case it was 1963 and the station was
the Head Office of the SMA in Cooma and
everybody had gathered for the fray to plan this
landmark visit. This was going to be worth a
thousand pound - and a lot more.

During the final check of the area an SMA
engineer was heard to remark “gee, there’s a
few mozzies about”. Panic ensued, radios
crackled, experts were
called and enough spray
laid down to kill an army
of elephants. All would be
well.

Although greenhouse gases were not on the
agenda in those days, galaxies of the stuff were
expended in trips up and down the highway to
and from Canberra satisfying the myriad of
bureaucrats who had to be convinced that all
would be perfect.

The day was crisp and
clear as only a mountain
day can be and the view
breathtaking. The Queen
obviously
was
most
Draft design of a bush
impressed and spent more
throne fit for a Queen
Annie Biddulph
than the allotted minutes
gazing across the valley at Mount Townsend
and the Main Range. Finally it was time to go on with the tour that is. The Public Relations
Officer quietly whispered in the ear of the equerry, who whispered in the ear of the lady-inwaiting, who whispered in the ear of the
Queen.

Scammel’s Spur Lookout at dawn

With a gracious smile she shook her head and
with a cheery wave got into the limousine.
There was a collective sigh of disappointment
from all those who had laboured so diligently
to build the one-person palace among the
towering eucalypts.

During the tour the Royal Party would stop at
Scammel’s Spur Lookout, arguably the best view
of the Great Dividing Range anywhere,
mid-morning on the second day. It slowly
dawned on the planners that a ‘comfort stop’
may be required at this time and that the Lookout was singularly lacking in comforts of any
kind. Comfort would have to be provided.

All was not lost however as it was soon christened by a long line of members of the
international press corps who all wanted to see
and sample the wonderful Throne in the Bush.
Snowy engineers had not laboured in vain!

The expertise assembled
to solve this problem
could have put a man on
the moon. This important
building-for-one had to be
carefully designed and the
site prepared, taking into
account appropriate size,
privacy, aspect, materials,
colour, contents and the
gradient of the approach
path. Mandarins from
Canberra visited, inspectPart of the Snowy Hydro
ed, tut-tutted, went away,
Scheme
wrote reports and visited
again.

Patrick Dodd.

New Members
We extend a warm welcome to these members
who have recently joined the Society.
Keith & Christine Henshaw from Berkeley
Vale.
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We hope you find your membership
rewarding, and look forward to your
participation in our activities once we have
returned to normal from the COVID-19.

Where are we now?
In 1969 Associate Professor Athol A Congalton,
from UNSW, did a massive sociological survey
of Australia, through conducting public opinion
polls. From the results he was able to rank
occupation, from the top to the bottom.
Today Ku-ring-gai is the best educated and
most affluent municipality in Australia.
In 1969 the ranking of occupations by prestige
was: 1. Doctor, 2. University Professor, 3.
Solicitor, 4. Director (large financial or industrial enterprise), 5. Architect, 6. Owner of a business valued at more than $100,000, 7. Clergyman with university degree, 8. Dentist, 9. Professional engineer, 10. University lecturer, 11.
Veterinary surgeon, 12. Manager of a large
financial or industrial enterprise.
Do you think that this is the order of
occupations in 2020?
In the same survey, LGAs were also ranked,
with Vaucluse coming in at number one, and
Redfern at three hundred and thirty seven.
Where did Ku-ring-gai suburbs rank in the
scheme of things? 5. Pymble, 8. Killara, 9.
Wahroonga, 17. Roseville, 18. Roseville Chase,
19. Turramurra, 21. St Ives, 23. Warrawee, 24.
Lindfield East, 25. Gordon, 26. Lindfield, 29.
Roseville East, 36. North Turramurra, 40. South
Turramurra.
How would you rank the above suburbs in
2020? Send your assessment to the Editor.
At that time Hunters Hill ranked at 44, Mosman
at 45, and Willoughby at 108.
Looking at the full range of the municipalities
and suburbs over fifty years, the effect of
gentrification has become very apparent.
Morrison Hammond

Toilet Paper
From Ancient China to the Andrex puppy and
beyond, toilet paper has a long and complicated
history. Did you know that there was no equality
in toilet paper rations during the war? What has
toilet paper got to do with monastic libraries?
When was 2-ply toilet paper invented? Discover
all this and more in this light-hearted look at “The
History of Toilet Paper” at : -

The Hundred of Packenham
Governor Brisbane gave instructions to the Commissioners of Valuation and Survey, dated 23 June
1825, that the territory was to be divided into
counties of about 1600 square miles, the counties
into hundreds of about 100 square miles, and the
hundreds into parishes of about 25 square miles. It
is probable that surveying difficulties or the
uneven distribution of population led to variations
from the intended area of about 100 square miles
for a Hundred when maps had been completed,
and Governor Bourke made his proclamation on
the 16th day of May 1835 fixing the boundaries of
the County of Cumberland, and its constituent
Hundreds.
“The County of Cumberland is declared to be divided into thirteen distinct and separate
Hundreds... “
The core Hundred for our interest is that covering
present- day Ku-ring-gai:“The Hundred of Packenham shall be bounded as
follows:- On the north by Broken Bay, from Barrenjoey Head to Cowan Creek; on the west by
Cowan Creek; by a branch of that creek to its head;
by a line thence bearing south to the centre of the
road from Wollstonecraft’s Wharf on the North
Shore; and by the centre of that road until opposite
the head of Lane Cove; on the south west by a line
bearing south from the centre of the road from
Wollstonecraft’s Wharf to the head of Lane Cove;
on the south by Lane Cove and Port Jackson; on
the east by Port Jackson to the sea coast; and by the
sea coast to Barrenjoey Head including the islands
attached to the parishes in this Hundred viz:Broken Bay, Gordon, Narrabeen, Manly Cove and
Willoughby...”
This area was only sparsely settled at the time. The
proclamation continues:“...which altogether contain a population of 1593
viz:- 899 males, and 694 females. The number of
houses in this Hundred is 471.”
Based on anonymous hand-written notes
Lorna Watt

http://jennyjresearch.com/videos
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Family History Group

useful to our members. The 16th colour edition of Family History for Beginners & Beyond (FHBB) has been released. This updated edition includes five new chapters
– Australian land records, Chinese Australian ancestors,
DNA, Military records, and Writing your story . This
sounds like it could be a most useful resource. The book
is available for purchase online from:https://

At the March meeting of the Family History Group,
the annual elections for that sub group were held.
The new committee is Sue Holmes (convenor) supported by Susan Alder, Jo Harris OAM, Margaret
Holland, Jean Smith, Joan Stebbing and Pam Tout.
Special thanks from all FHG members are owed to
Lorraine Henshaw and her outgoing committee for
all they have done to maintain and increase members’ family history passions. Lorraine has done a
sterling job in finding interesting speakers and led
some great workshops.

familyhistoryact.org.au/index.php/shop/bookshop.
Keep up your research, stay well and stay in touch
(figuratively speaking, of course). If you need help with
your research or just want to talk about it call one of our
FHG committee – we are only a phone call away.
Sue Holmes

The new sub-committee held one meeting at which it
was decided to postpone future meetings until the
virus situation has settled. So whilst preliminary
planning for the year has occurred, we can give no
firm advice on future dates at this stage. The FHG
committee would like to involve members in suggestions for future topics and speakers at any time. We
have postponed the talks by Bill Phippen and Ralph
Hawkins to a date to be fixed later in the year.

Margaret Reid Orthopaedic Hospital, St Ives
The NSW Society for Crippled Children was established in 1929 by the Rotary Club of Australia in
response to the growing number of children left
with the crippling effects of illnesses such as polio
and tuberculosis. During the 1930s the need arose
for a properly equipped orthopaedic hospital for
after care and school facilities for children who had
been discharged from hospital, but were still in
need of convalescent care and treatment. These
children often found themselves isolated and excluded from the community.

We live in strange times! I hope members are keeping
well and making the most of their enforced isolation.
It is a great time to revise your own family history
research projects. With the help of my three month
subscription to Ancestry, I have found and corresponded with a woman living in Melbourne who is
suggesting she could be a second cousin. So it looks
like I will need to have my DNA tested soon.

Andrew Reid (18671939), the chairman
and principal proprietor of James Hardie
& Co Ltd., offered to
fund a home as a memorial to his late
wife, Margaret, who
was very interested
in the welfare of crippled children. She
had died in 1934.
Reid was a generous
Andrew Reid
supporter of many
causes and was one
of the founders of Knox Grammar School at
Wahroonga in 1924, as well as a generous benefactor to the school and many other organisations,
including the Burnside Homes.

We all seem to accumulate a vast array of papers
with pencil notes of information from workshops or
when working in the Research Centre. So this is the
time to organise it; think whether the person really is
a relative and check that the information has been
recorded on your Family Tree. Then we can discard
all those odd pieces of paper. Another task is to set
up a list of questions to which you need to find answers when the Research Centre reopens.

A happy family photo from the past.

For some members, this could
be the opportunity to purchase a genealogical program
for their computer or to work
out how to keep
the results of
their
research

better organised.
An email was received from the Family History ACT,
the home of The Heraldry & Genealogy Society of
Canberra Inc. outlining a new book which could be
6

Reid donated £10,000 to the NSW Society for Crippled Children who purchased 5¼ acres of farming
land on Pittwater Road (Mona Vale Road) at St
Ives. The site was chosen as it was considered to be
in an excellent position: 750ft above sea level and
commanding a perfect outlook across hills and valleys.

Architect Leith McCredie, of Messrs Robertson
and Marks, designed the hospital on the openair system. The main block comprised three
sections: the treatment room in the centre with
an emergency operating theatre, flanked by open
-air wards on either side so arranged to catch the
sun all day, each with accommodation for
twenty beds. Girls on one side and boys on the
other. Fronting Mona Vale Road were the

The hospital closed in 1981 after 45 years of operation, and in 1984 the land was sold to the
Hooker Corporation Limited. The site is now
occupied by Fernbank, a retirement village.

Open Wards at Margaret Reid Memorial Home c 1939

Ku-ring-gai Historical Society outing to Kurnell in 1970

Lorna Watt

matron’s room, necessary quarters for nurses
and other staff, dining room and a temporary
kitchen until a separate kitchen block was built.
All buildings, with outer walls of creamcoloured bricks, were one-storey structures.
Construction was begun in 1936 by builder
David Clarence Ravell of Bellevue Hill, and the
contract price was around £7000.

Early Transport on the North Shore

The Margaret Reid Memorial Home for Crippled
Children, as it was then named, was officially
opened in 1937. Sister Cora MacNeil, the sister of
the Principal of Knox Grammar School, was appointed the first Matron with the assistance of
five or six nurses and voluntary workers. As
treatment was based on muscle re-education,
physiotherapy and occupational therapies
played important roles.

The Forest Coach Lines original bus fleet.

In 1938 The Rotary Club launched an appeal for
£40,000 to provide a permanent income to
support the home. Andrew Reid donated a
further £10,000 for this purpose and with the
co-operation of the Department of Education a
school room was opened in August 1939.

Arthur H. Gillot’s truck depot.
Coming up in the June newsletter will be articles on : -

New buildings were added during the 1950s,
and by that time the hospital had 45 patients
aged from two to fourteen years, half of whom
were polio victims. In 1960 a new indoor swimming pool with wheelchair access was constructed.
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Way Back Then



Isaac meets the Kelly Family



Volunteers’ Corner

ADMINISTRATION

DIARY DATES
MAY
Thursday 7 Committee meeting 1.30pm

President
Vice President
Treasurer

Lorna Watt
Annet Latham
Marilyn van Eerde

0402 028 034
9440 3998
0418 269 126

Secretary
Past President
Committee

Judith Godden
Jenny Joyce
Neil Falconer
Morrison Hammond
Geoff Little
Jean Lucas
Yvette Reeve
Sue Holmes, Convenor
Susan Alder
Jo Harris OAM
Margaret Holland
Jean Smith
Joan Stebbing
Pam Tout

0408 967 937
9440 2131
9488 7293
9449 7447
9449 3131
9449 5706
0414 249 737
9144 6354
9440 4771
9489 4393
9488 5452
9498 4468
9489 6476
9488 9807

The meeting will be held using the
electronic format ZOOM.
Family History Group

Meetings and Tours
With the COVID-19 virus pandemic upon us , all

Appointees
Accessions
Book Sales
Catering
Computer Systems
Curators

meetings and tours have been cancelled. When there
is an easing of the self-isolating rule and the distance
rule, the KHS committee and the Tour subcommittee
will examine the likelihood of meetings and tours

Built Heritage Group
Historian Editor
Indexing
Newsletter Editor

Jennifer Wallin
Margaret Holland
Vicki Williams
Peter Stehn
Ann Barry
Jennifer Harvey
Trish Thomson
Lorna Watt
Beth Facer
Geoff Little

9983 1871
9488 5452
9415 8833
9489 9488
9144 6480
9489 6390
9499 8659
0402 028 034
9988 0823
editor@khs.org.au

Public Officer
Research Team Leader
Tour Contact
Speakers’ Programme
Volunteer Coordinator

Helen Whitsed
Joan Stebbing
Yvette Reeve
Beverley Dunstan
Jill Nicholson

9416 5825
9489 6476
0414 249 737
9419 8526
9144 6948

Web Master
Welfare Officer

Peter Stehn
Jill Nicholson

resuming.
Details of all future events will be notified in the
KHS Monthly Newsletter. Until then, the Newsletter will be the main method of communication to
members.

How to book a tour
The tour booking table opens at 1:30pm before the start of
the KHS General Meeting on the 3rd Saturday of each
month (except December). Bookings can also be made for
a short period following the meeting. Payment on the day
is by cash or cheque.
If you are unable to attend at that time then please contact
Yvette after the weekend of the booking at
yreeve@optusnet.com.au or phone 0414 249 737 to check
on any vacancies. If there are none, you could list on the
Expression of Interest form in case of future vacancies. If
there is a vacancy, payment can be made by EFT, details:
BSB 032-083, KHS Account No. 248971, indicating your
name and tour number. Yvette will note your booking and
send you an important Tour Information Sheet.

9489 9488
9144 6948

Research Centre Hours
The Society’s Research Centre is at 799 Pacific Highway,
Gordon, adjacent to the Ku-ring-gai Library.
The Centre is currently closed due to COVID-19 rules.
When things return to normal, the Research Centre will
open and the opening hours will be notified to members.
© Ku-ring-gai Historical Society Inc. and authors. The
content may be reproduced as sourced from this
newsletter with acknowledgment to named authors.

Newsletter Deadline
Please send email copy for publication to
editor@khs.org.au as early as possible, but no later than
13th of each month. Items will only be accepted from
members of KHS. Copy is accepted on the basis that Kuring-gai Historical Society has editing rights and that
readers can reproduce it in whole or in part with
acknowledgment. If possible, material should be in
electronic form, with as little formatting as possible, e.g.
no bullets, coloured type, indenting or styles.

TREASURER’S REPORT
March 2020 resulted in a deficit of $1,015.62. This
loss is mainly due to the closure of our rooms and
the suspension of our meetings because of COVID19 and regular expenses, such as one of our
insurances, being paid this month.
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