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St Johns Parramatta. Rowland had 9 children and 51
Well, here we go again! Just as
we were beginning to enjoy all the activities that
our Society has to offer and the social interactions
we all look forward to, we are again impacted by
that dreaded COVID-19, this time the Delta strain
which is more contagious.
At the time of writing, we are all under Public
Health Orders and restrictions as set by the NSW
Government, so unfortunately our rooms are closed
and all KHS activities suspended until further
notice.
Thank you all for your response to our recent
question regarding the provision of meetings using
the Zoom platform. If this technology is to be used
while restrictions are in place, we will need the
assistance of someone with the appropriate
expertise. If you feel that you can help in this
regard, please contact me or any other member of
the Committee.
Due to these uncertain times, it is quite challenging
to plan future meetings and activities, so please
check our website regularly as it is the quickest way
for us to keep you up to date. As we were constrained by the current restrictions, this Newsletter
could only be distributed by email.
Happy reading and take care,
Lorna Watt

———————— // ————————
The Hassall Family in Australia ~

1798-2021

At our last General Meeting John Brooks took us on
a journey through the Hassall Family, of which he
is a member. The Hassall surname originated in
England and was mentioned in the Doomsday
Book of 1086.

Rowland Hassell, an evangelist in the London
Missionary Society, arrived in New South Wales,
via Tahiti, ten years after Arthur Phillip and was
given 100 acres. Through the years Rowland
befriended Lachlan Macquarie and John Macarthur
with whom he experimented with merino wool.
The Hassall family established a school at
Wilberforce and set up the first Sunday School at

grandchildren who continued being involved with
churches, schools and rural life.
The Hassall family definitely made a great contribution to
the Colony. One of Rowland’s descendants, Peter Hassall,
came from Avoca in the Southern Highlands to listen to
John Brooks’ talk.
Thank you John for an interesting insight into the
development of the Colony.
With the current restrictions of COVID it is hard to say
when our next General Meeting will be held but when it is
I am sure there will be another interesting Guest Speaker
taking us down memory lane and adding to our
knowledge of history.
Marilyn van Eerde

———————— // ————————

Tour Report
The KHS tour team is pleased to have been able to
conduct two very successful tours so far for 2021. The
Wicked Waterfront Walking Tour with Judith Dunn
and our visit to the refurbished Hyde Park Barracks
were meant to be followed by a visit to Sub Base
Platypus which, unfortunately, was cancelled the
evening prior to that visit. We also had to cancel our
Emu Plains/Penrith tour to the Arms of Australia
Museum and the Museum of Fire, this tour having
been cancelled in March last year due to the first
stage of the COVID-19 pandemic. We are ever
hopeful we will be able to conduct this tour later in
the year.
Cockatoo Island
We hope to visit the Island when
the lockdown finishes.

Before the most recent ‘lockdown’ we had scheduled
a visit to Cockatoo Island with transport via train
and ferry. Visits to Cockatoo Island are always very
interesting indeed and our tour was to include a tour
guide. It will not surprise you that we now have to
put on hold that tour and others 'in the works' until
further notice. We look forward to restarting our
program as soon as conditions allow.
The Tour Team

Our Home

children, the school became a public school under the
name of Lane Cove Public School.

The historic old Gordon Public School building,

the home of the Ku-ring-gai Historical Society, is
145 years old this year!

Following agitation from the community for a more
prominent school building, in 1875 a site fronting the
main road, in what is now known as Gordon,
was selected by the Council of Education for a new
school. Commanding extensive views of Sydney and
surrounding country as far as the Blue Mountains,
the one acre of land was purchased for £30 from
William Henry McIntosh, a local farmer. A design in
the Victorian Gothic Revival style was prepared for
the new school by architect George Allen Mansfield
in 1875 and the tender of William and Charles Eaton,
contractors, for the sum of £1957, was accepted for
the construction.

It is one of the few buildings dating from the
pioneering days of the North Shore that still exists,
and has strong associations with the history of the
district.
In the Ku-ring-gai area, formerly known as
Hunter’s Hill and then Lane Cove, the first school
was established as early as 1816 on a 60 acre land
grant, part of which is now occupied by St John’s
Church.
As a result of his policy of helping the settlers to
help themselves, Governor Macquarie gave ten
pounds for the school. A notice in the Sydney
Gazette stated that the school was for ‘the
cultivation of morals, to improve the education of
children of both sexes and to improve the females
in their domestic duties’.

The foundation stone was laid by the Hon. James
Farnell, Premier and Minister of Lands, on 25
November 1876. Beneath the stone was deposited a
bottle containing a selection of coins, a copy of the
Herald of the day and a document bearing the names
of the Queen, Governor, Council of Education,
architect and contractor.

The school, the only one in the district, was not
well patronised and by 1829 the small
weatherboard schoolhouse had fallen into
disrepair. The timbered land, valued at only £15,
was declared ‘bad and without water’. However, a
new schoolhouse was erected towards the end of
1832 and by 1839 the school was attended by 40
local children, 17 boys and 23 girls, making their
way to school on foot, horseback or by
horse-drawn cart.

The new prominent sandstone building with slate
roof, comprised an entry porch, one large and one
small classroom, with an attached teacher’s residence
which contained four principal rooms arranged
around a central corridor. A kitchen was attached at
the rear of the house, with verandahs at both front
and rear.

This new weatherboard building was also used for
church services, with clergy coming from Ryde.
Unfortunately, it was burnt down during a bushfire in 1862. The school was relocated to the Wesleyan Chapel on the site now occupied by Ravenswood School for Girls, known as the Wesleyan
Denominational School.

Wesleyan Chapel

Following
consent
from the trustees of
the
church,
the
Council of Education
took control and in
1871,
with
an
enrolment
of
54

The First School Building
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The choice of Ashlar stone for the external walls
reflected the importance placed on the new school by
the Council of Education and the local community.

[Ashlar stone is the term for finely dressed and cut
large masonry stones usually of the same size, shape,
and texture that are worked until squared. The
precisely cut blocks, often with a decorative finish, are
laid together at right angles to each other in cement or
lime mortar of equal size thin joints].

New Wing on the Northern Side

Harry Lovelock Fry was appointed headmaster of
the school a few days after the opening of the
railway in 1890 and it was his guiding influence and
determination that ensured the consistency in
approach and retention of the Gothic Revival style
throughout the development of the main school
building. After 34 years at the school Harry Fry,
who was highly regarded as a teacher and
disciplinarian, retired in 1924, becoming the school’s
longest serving headmaster. At the time of his
Annie Biddulph
retirement there were 800 pupils enrolled at the
school.

Ashlar Stone
When it opened in August 1876 the school was the
first public building in the area and was known as
Lane Cove Public School. It could provide for 98
pupils. James George Edwards, grandson of pioneer
Robert Pymble, was the teacher in charge. In 1885 the
name of the new school was officially changed from
Lane Cove Public School to Gordon Public School.

In 1922 a free standing two
storey infants’ building was
constructed south of the
main school. This was
extended in 1936 and again
in 1964. As residential
development of East and
West Gordon accelerated during the 1950s, more
schools were required. West Gordon School opened
in 1951 and Gordon East in 1953.

The coming of the railway required resumption of
large tracts of land and, in 1887, two-thirds of the
school land was resumed for the railway corridor.
Fortunately, this did not affect the actual building but
over the years necessitated the acquisition of
additional land on the northern and southern sides,
resulting in an elongated site between the highway
and railway corridor.

Land Acquisitions

In response to population
growth,
extensions
and
alterations were made to the
northern side of the school
building in two stages. The
first stage, in 1897, was the
addition of an extra school
room giving accommodation
for an extra 100 pupils. In
1906 another new classroom
was constructed in the front
of this room, thus forming a
new wing.

Infants’ Building on Southern Side of Main Building

By 1911 Gordon’s population had grown to 9,000
resulting in increases in enrolments at the school and
therefore the need to increase its size yet again. The
original teacher’s residence was demolished and a
new wing, sympathetic to the original style, was
added to the southern side in 1913, increasing the
pupil accommodation to 450. It is at this time that the
present building footprint was achieved.
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The Pacific Highway at Gordon became more
congested over the years and, following the
movement of young families to outer areas, by the
end of 1988 enrolments at Gordon had shrunk to 66
pupils. Suggestions arose that the school should be
moved - or closed. After serving the community for
112 years the NSW Government announced that
Gordon Public School would close at the end of
1989, ironically due to falling enrolments.

National Archives of Australia

As the school had been built for public use, the
Gordon Public School Site Committee, with
representation from the Ku-ring-gai Historical
Society, was formed in 1990 to lobby the State
Government with a view to retaining the building
for community use. The outcome was the transfer of
the school to Ku-ring-gai Council for a consideration
of $1.00.

On Friday, March 21, Assistant Minister to the
Attorney-General Senator the Hon Amanda Stoker,
released the Functional and Efficiency Review of the
National Archives of Australia, undertaken by Mr
David Tune AO, PSM.
The Tune Review was commissioned to ensure the
National Archives can continue to undertake its vital
role of identifying, preserving and providing access
to the most important records of government. The
review addresses the challenges and opportunities
the agency faces in meeting the rapidly changing
expectations of government and the public in the
digital age.

In 1993 the infants’ building was demolished to
make way for a new complex consisting of a library
connected to the school building at the south-east
corner, with a police station under fronting Park
Avenue. This development, a joint venture between
the NSW Police Department and Ku-ring-gai
Council, ensures the historic school building will
continue to serve the community in the future as a
public access building.

Almost 300,000 pieces of Australian history,
including radio recordings of former prime minister
John Curtin and a petition to King George V for
Indigenous representation in Federal Parliament, will
be saved after a $67.7 million funding injection into
the National Archives was announced on July 2nd.

The former Headmaster’s Office is now dedicated as
a Museum, showcasing items from the history of the
school.
The old Gordon Public School building is a local
landmark which was a significant part of the lives of
many residents, and is one of Ku-ring-gai’s most
significant heritage structures.

This followed much community protest, including an
open letter signed by 140 eminent Australian
researchers, authors and historians, at the 2021
Budget’s limited extra $700,000 allocation for the
department.

Lorna Watt

———————— // ————————

Our Society wrote to both Paul Fletcher, our local
member, and Senator Stoker commending the
decision and with the hope that the government
would continue with adequate funding for the
Archives.

Family
History
Group

We were disappointed that we had to postpone our
Forum in July and as of today we remain hopeful
that our meeting on August 7, to be addressed by
Judith Dunn, will go ahead. Members will be
updated on the webpage if numbers are limited or
the meeting has to be cancelled.

Morrison Hammond

New Members
In June we had an extra 5 members to those
welcomed in our last newsletter and in July we have
had 2 new members join our Society. Welcome to
the Society.
Our new members are:

Our plans for the Family History Conference on
September 11 are being finalised. If you would like
to attend our simultaneous mini Conference in the
Research Centre please phone an expression of
interest to me. Tickets are $20 per head and include
viewing all conference lectures (plus a link to watch
the lectures over the next 48 hours), lunch, morning
and afternoon tea etc.

Jan & Malcolm BECK
Judy & Ron HINKLEY
Louise JAMESON
Helen CLARKSON
Greg BOTHAM

If you wish to see the list of speakers view website:
conference2021.wixsite.com/pmdfhs
If you wish to book privately and view from home,
tickets are available for $10 at:
www.trybooking.com/BPPBF

from
from
from
from
from

St Ives
St Ives
Turramurra
Killara
Roseville

We hope you will find your membership rewarding,
and look forward to your participation in the many
activities we have to offer once we recover from this
current lock-down.

Stay well
Sue Holmes
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Frenchs Forest
Engadine
Wahroonga

Killara Station Upgrade
The Society has received notification from
Transport NSW regarding the upgrade of the
heritage listed Killara Railway Station. The
proposed works, which include the provision of
three lifts, may be of interest to many KHS members
who are residents of the Killara area, are commuters
of the North Shore railway line or the community in
general.

Killara Station

225
224
221

We are fortunate to have a strong SES in the
municipality.

circa 2019

The project’s ‘Review of Environmental Factors’ is
on public display until 27 July with the community
invited to have their say during this time. Details of
the proposed works, which include the provision of
three lifts, may be viewed at: interactive portal for
Killara Station Upgrade

Hubert Muddle

The 1991 storm in Ku-ring-gai
Mr Lennon remembers there being so many felled
trees from Lindfield and Gordon up to Turramurra
and Wahroonga that most of the roads and train lines
were cut.
“Most roads had trees across them — it was like a
bomb had hit the place,” he said.
“At the time we had a brand new SES HQ at North
Wahroonga but we couldn’t get there as all the roads
were cut by the fallen trees”.

Killara Station ~ The proposed works
Lorna Watt

———————— // ————————

Ku-ring-gai’s Storm Prone Areas
Harry
Arford of home insurance claims with
The total
number
NRMA in the period 2019-2020, show that
Ku-ring-gai has areas high on the list of most
affected storm damaged properties.
Castle Hill
331
St Ives
282
Kellyville
255
Caringbah
246
Miranda
237
Baulkham Hills 229

Some of the damage
from the 1991 storm.
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Morrison Hammond

JAFFAS DOWN THE AISLES

Like the Empire, The Gordon Theatre was used for
community events.

Cinemas in Gordon

It proved to be a financial disaster and was placed
for auction at the end of 1928. It was passed in and
later sold privately.

It is reported that the first screening of a film in
Gordon was in 1910/1911 by Mr Genernazzi of
Chatswood, in an open-air facility on land on the
east side of the Pacific Highway opposite the St
John’s Anglican church. It had a wooden floor and
seating for 200. If there were more patrons the
adjacent fruiterer would hire out fruit cases for
standing patrons.

Requiring the removal of 30 feet of the theatre’s rear
wall, a two manual, eight rank Christie organ was
installed. It had its opening on 14 October 1929.
Sound heads were added to the projectors and a
month later sound was introduced to Gordon with
the screening of The Idle Rich. Two weeks later,
Broadway Melody was screened.

In 1919 land was purchased in Werona Avenue, on
the northern boundary of Gordon Park, for the
building of a picture theatre. On the site was built a
large tin, weatherboard and fibro building with a
bitumen floor, which was called the Empire
Pictures. With a small orchestra, it operated until
1923. In addition to being used as a cinema, the
theatre was frequently used for community events.
When demolished, the Council acquired the seats
for use in public parks.

In 1935 Kings, a small chain of theatres, took over
The Gordon Theatre on a lease. Alterations, heating
and additions were added. Its first screening with the
new name was on 25 October 1935. On Saturday
nights, the Pymble-Lindfield route 133 bus service
operated directly to the theatre. One of the terms of
the lease was that there should be weekly
performances on the organ of at least 25 minutes.
On 19 March 1936 Joan Hammond sang in a concert
to raise funds for her to study in Vienna. Lady
Gowrie (wife of the Governor) attended.
Henry Moon recalls that as a boy in the 1930s, he
used to go to the Saturday afternoon matinee when
there was a Popeye The Sailorman cartoon and got in
free because he had a badge to say he was a member
of the Popeye Club. With his friends he went to see
the serial Buck Jones of the Roaring West. When the
gun fights were on, he and his friends would join in
with throw downs.

( Picture from KHS collection )

Jaffas - a favourite lolly
to eat in the pictures

In May 1923, Gordon Theatres Ltd, a syndicate,
announced its intention to acquire the building
known as Empire Pictures to demolish the existing
building and erect a modern cinema. Called The
Gordon Theatre, the cinema opened in April 1924.
It had a dress circle and could accommodate about
1,500 patrons. There was an orchestra.

For a number of years the reels of film were moved
between the Gordon Kings and Lindfield theatres
using the sidecar of a motor bike. In 1938 the Kings
chain took control of the Lindfield theatre which was
demolished in 1968 to be replaced by Coles
Supermarket. With Chatswood theatre the Kings
chain was enlarged.
The upkeep of the theatre deteriorated
since its
Macquarie Lighthouse
refurbishment in 1935-36. In February 1955
Ku-ring-gai Council served a notice under the Public
Health Act, citing that the theatre was damp and in a
state of disrepair with inadequate ventilation,
defective down pipes, torn curtains and carpets. In
July, the seats were found to be inadequate.
The list of needed remediation grew and the cost of
repair increased. Despite ownership changes, its end

The Gordon Theatre
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came quickly and without fanfare. A few days’ notice
was given that the final screening would be on
Saturday 12 October 1963, with Ten Days to Rama and
The Lion. Neither film was much of a drawcard and
the theatre was not full despite a ticket cost of two
shillings to any part of the theatre. The theatre was
quickly stripped, with some seats going to the
Marion Street Theatre. After the shell was gutted, the
walls came down in 48 hours.

efforts to control TB via the Australian Tuberculosis
Campaign (ATC). The ATC ran from 1948 to 1976,
providing citizens with free chest x-rays. Where an
abnormality was detected, this would lead to further
testing in hospital and subsequent treatment. This medical care was provided free of charge and a TB Allowance
was paid to the patient while being treated.

The mighty Christie organ was sold to St Columb’s
Church, Ryde where it was used for 30 years,
ultimately being acquired by the Theatre Organ
Society of Australia.
The Chief Secretary’s Department noted on its file,
that a block of flats would replace the last of the
entertainment halls that had occupied the site from
the early days of cinema.

Mobile x-ray units

Happy memories for some members of our Society.
Material sourced from Trove and
The Historian Vol 36 No 1, 2007

Morrison Hammond

———————— // ————————
To cope with the enormous demand for chest x-rays, a
fleet of mobile units was built based on an 18’ caravan
that could be parked in front of a prominent public
building. Ultimately there were about thirty chest x-ray
caravans working throughout Australia. The ATC
recommendation was that every person over the age of
14 should be required by law to have an x-ray. NSW was
reluctant to introduce fines for non-compliance and
argued that surveys showed 85% of the adult population
had presented for x-ray. On the other hand, the remaining 15% was of concern
because it was likely that a
proportion of these knew or
suspected they may have TB
and so avoided x-ray
examinations.

DÉJÀ VU
The current effort to contain COVID-19 with mass testing,
contact tracing, etc., has some similarities to the campaign
to eradicate TB in the 1960s.
Many of us will have memories of receiving a card in the
mail instructing us to present for a compulsory chest x-ray
and so the history of the anti-TB campaign may be of
interest.
White death, consumption, TB
or by whatever euphemism it
was known, tuberculosis was
one of the most feared human
diseases for hundreds of years.

In 1956, NSW yielded to
Commonwealth pressure,
An x-ray machine
making x-rays compulsory,
imposing a fine of twenty pounds for failing to attend. A
further penalty of two pounds per day could be incurred
for every day that elapsed until an x-ray was carried out.
A few ‘show trials’ took place to convince the population
the Government was serious. One man, at his trial, was
told he would go to gaol if he did not comply. He chose
gaol but to his dismay the first thing that happened
when he reached Long Bay Gaol was - he was x-rayed!

Lassitude as well as night-time
sweating were early symptoms
of pulmonary tuberculosis followed by a chronic cough,
loss of weight and a pallid complexion as the disease
progressed until the terminal stage when the victim was
spitting blood. It was originally believed it was a
hereditary affliction or punishment for a dissolute lifestyle
until, in 1882, it was realised TB was a contagious bacterial
disease spread through the air that especially affected the
lungs.
At the beginning of the 20th century, TB was a major cause
of death in Australia – ranking first among females and
second among males.

As well as TB, x-rays sometimes detected other serious
abnormalities, particularly heart conditions or lung
cancer. In one case the butt of a pistol, stuck in a man’s
belt under his shirt, showed up in an x-ray which led, a
few days later, to a surprise police visit.

In 1925 the recently established Commonwealth
Department of Health was asked to come up with a plan
to stop the spread of TB. Mass screening was planned but
delayed by the Depression in the 1930s and WW2.

From 1979, x-rays were no longer compulsory and by
1981 the x-ray caravans had disappeared from street
corners around NSW.

The Australian Parliament passed the Tuberculosis Act
1945 which permitted the Commonwealth to lead national

Graeme Collins
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DIARY DATES

ADMINISTRATION

AUGUST 2021
Saturday 7 : 2pm -Family History Group meeting.
Parramatta Cemeteries
Presenter : Judith Dunn

President
Vice President
Treasurer

Lorna Watt
Annet Latham
Marilyn van Eerde

0402 028 034
0431 479 987
0418 269 126

Secretary
Past President
Committee

Judith Godden
Jenny Joyce
Ralph Davis
Neil Falconer
Morrison Hammond
Geoff Little
Yvette Reeve
Sue Holmes, Convenor
Susan Alder
Jo Harris OAM
Margaret Holland
Jean Smith
Joan Stebbing
Pam Tout

0408 967 937
0404 473 767

Monday 9 : 1.30pm - German Special Interest Group
Saturday 21 : 2pm - General Meeting
Lucy Osburn –
Controversial Nursing Founder
Presenter : Judith Godden
The AGM has been transferred to
Saturday, October 16th.

Family History Group

Thursday 26 : Cockatoo Island Tour
Appointees
Accessions
Book Sales
Catering
Computer Systems
Curators
Built Heritage Group

SEPTEMBER 2021
Saturday 4 : 2pm -Family History Group meeting.
Writing a Family History
Presenter : Clare Brown
Saturday 11 : Family History Conference meeting
Saturday 18 : 2pm - General Meeting
Finding Sanity - An Australian Story
Presenter : Greg de Moore
Thursday 23 : Tour of Newcastle and Museum

Please Note
All meetings and tours are subject to
COVID-19 restrictions in force at the time and
may be cancelled at short notice.

The Secretary ~

For correspondence :secretary@khs.org.au

Membership

~

membership@khs.org.au

KHS website

~

webmaster@khs.org.au

9488 7293
0425 303 525
0411 885 870
0414 249 737
0414 255 003
0409 981 605
9489 4393
9488 5452
9498 4468
9489 6476
9488 9807

Historian Editor
Indexing
Newsletter Editor

Jennifer Wallin
Margaret Holland
Vicki Williams
Peter Stehn
Ann Barry
Lorna Watt
Trish Thomson
Lorna Watt
Beth Facer
Geoff Little

9983 1871
9488 5452
0401 914 524
9489 9488
9144 6480
0402 028 034
9499 8659
0402 028 034
9988 0823
editor@khs.org.au

Public Officer
Research Team Leader
Tour Contact
Speakers’ Programme
Web Masters

Helen Whitsed
Joan Stebbing
Yvette Reeve
Beverley Dunstan
Peter Stehn

9416 5825
9489 6476
0414 249 737
9419 8526
9489 9488

Welfare Officer

Ralph Davis
Jill Nicholson

9144 6948

Research Centre
Closed until further notice.
For ongoing advice about future openings
please check the KHS website at:

Treasurer’s Report

khs.org.au

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, our rooms are closed and
therefore any payments to the Society should be made
through our Bank Account or by mail.

© Ku-ring-gai Historical Society Inc. and authors. The
content may be reproduced as sourced from this
newsletter with acknowledgment to named authors.

Our bank account details are:

Newsletter Deadline

Ku-ring-gai Historical Society

Please send email copy for publication to
editor@khs.org.au as early as possible, but no later than
13th of each month. Items will only be accepted from
members of KHS. Copy is accepted on the basis that Kuring-gai Historical Society has editing rights and that
readers can reproduce it in whole or in part with
acknowledgment. If possible, material should be in
electronic form, with as little formatting as possible, e.g.
no bullets, coloured type, indenting or styles.

Westpac Bank
BSB: 032-083
Account No: 248971
Please keep safe and well.
Marilyn van Eerde
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