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General Meeting
Saturday 17 July at 2pm
The historic Old Gordon Public School is one of the
few buildings that still exist from the pioneering
days of the North Shore. Constructed of ashlar
stone in 1876, it is a local landmark and one of
Ku-ring-gai’s most significant heritage structures.
As home to our Society, we have been quite
concerned for some time about the condition of the
building, especially the outside which now needs
quite substantial restoration work.
We are very pleased to be advised by Ku-ring-gai
Council that this work, involving the erection of
scaffolding and the repair and painting of the
external timber work, will be commencing very
shortly.
This, of course, will have an impact on the running
of the Society whilst the work is being carried out:
●

Parking will not be available outside the
building.

●

As there will be no vehicle access into the
carpark, members with mobility issues will
not be able to be ‘dropped off’ at the door.

● Pedestrian access to the building will only be
available through the main Gordon Library
doors and not through the entrance door
from the carpark.
As we are not sure how long this work will take,
unfortunately we will need to tolerate the
inconvenience until it is completed. This is a small
price to pay to ensure this State Heritage listed
building will continue to serve the community into
the future.

followed by

Three Vietnam Wars from 1946 to 1975
Presenter : David Wilkins OAM
Afternoon Tea will be available
Visitors welcome
David will detail the histories of three connected
Vietnam Wars and discuss the main controversies
surrounding the 2nd (the American War), whether
the US strategy was appropriate or misguided, the
fall of Saigon, whether it was an American defeat
and the impact of public relations as a principle of
war. Discussion will include the causes (such as the
domino theory).
David Wilkins graduated
from the Royal Military
College, Duntroon in 1963
and served with the 5th
Battalion RAR in Vietnam
in 1969-70 as the Adjutant
and then as a
rifle
company
commander.
Now retired, he was
awarded the OAM for services to community history
in the 2019 Queen’s
Birthday Honours List.

David Wilkins

Lorna Watt

———————— // ————————

A photograph of one part of the proposed
restoration to the building is on page 3.
A typical war scene in Vietnam

Family
History
Group
May Family History Meeting

June Family History Meeting
Members attending the June Family History
Meeting enjoyed a talk by Ralph Hawkins. Ralph
is a member of SAG and has regularly conducted
guided walks around Millers Point. The area was
the land of the Gadigal people and he showed
pictures of the rock carvings that still exist. Early
Millers Point had several different communities
connected with the work of the early settlers. The
first was quarrying of which there is still visible
evidence under Glover Cottages where he always
begins his walks. (The cottages are in Kent Street in
Front of Richmond Villa, the headquarters of
SAG).

The speaker at the May Family History meeting was
David Wilkins OAM. David researched his own
family history which he published as From Brecon to
Broken Hill and which won the Alexander Henderson
Award from the Australian Institute of Genealogical
Studies in 2007. David had been born in Broken Hill
and had later been accepted into Duntroon in
Canberra where he began his military career. After
he retired, he enrolled in the beginners course at KHS
run by Jo Harris. On starting his research, he found
an interesting connection with Maeslough Castle in
Wales so on his next trip to UK he decided to visit
the castle. After being warned by the locals that the
present owner, Michael de Winton, did not like
visitors he decided to see if this was so and knocked
on the door. The greeting was hostile but David
persisted and was able to prove that he was indeed
descended
from
a
former
owner
albeit
illegitimately.

He showed pictures of old quarrying tools, Glover
Cottages, Argyle Street, the National Trust
Building and the Observatory. The next industry
was milling which he illustrated with old maps,
pictures of windmills and cock fighting. He
continued his presentation along Fort Street, and
Lower Fort Street with pictures and maps of both
and of Dawes Point from the North Shore showing
the area as it was before the Sydney Harbour
Bridge was built.

David then distributed a printout of the types of
resources he had used to conduct his research, in
total twenty-nine. He emphasized the importance of
working from the known to the unknown, making
maps of where everyone lived, visiting the actual
places, seeking living relatives and making
meticulous notes of everything he found out. His
mother’s ancestors came from Cornwall so he made
several visits to parish churches and other archives
there to discover relevant details. His father’s
ancestors were from London where he began with
William Walker Wilkins. With the help of a
professional researcher in England and many
resources, he was able to trace his line of descent
right back to the Normans. In writing the book his
aim was to record the family history he had found
out for present and future generations. He published
200 copies which he distributed widely. As a result,
he made contact with distant relatives whom he
would otherwise been unaware of.

Sue Holmes

New Members
In May & June to date we had 11 new members join
our Society. We wish them all a warm welcome.

Our new members are:

He also distributed a printout of Guidelines for
anyone wishing to write their family history and
details of what judges look for before making
awards. These covered objectives, research, content
and presentation.
Questions then followed and a vote of thanks was
proposed and a presentation made by Kathy Reith
who co-edited ‘Rallying the Troops’ with David.

Ron & Dianne MARTIN

from GORDON

Virginia EALES

from GORDON

Lori HE

from STRATHFIELD

Brian OPENSHAW

from KILLARA

David STANSFIELD

from ST IVES

Marilyn KRUGER

from TURRAMURRA

Sally BELYEA

from WAHROONGA

Peter TRUSCOTT

from ST IVES CHASE

Joy & John BRYAN

from LINDFIELD

We hope you all find your membership
rewarding, and look forward to your
participation in the many activities we have to
offer.

(Volumes II and III of this publication received Mander Jones
awards from the Australian Institute of Genealogical Studies).
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expect to return to Bannockburn Oval around 4.30
p.m.

With distance, morning tea and two guided tours
our cost for members (excluding lunch) will be $55
and non-members $65.
Tour bookings will open on Tuesday 6th July.
Bookings can be made in person at the KHS
Research Room between 10 a.m. and 12 noon on
opening day only, otherwise bookings should be
made by EFT to KHS (BSB 032 083 Account 248 971)
after 6th July stating your name and ‘Penrith Tour’.
As numbers are strictly restricted, the EFT
bookings will be accepted in order of deposits
made to the KHS Account. Deposits made after the
maximum number is reached will be placed on a
waiting list in case of cancellation or, if enough
interest, we may be able to fill a second bus.

Part of the roof structure of the old Gordon Public School
showing some of the areas in need of repair.

———————— // ————————
———————— // ————————

The July Tour

Annie Biddulph

Wednesday, July 21, 2021
to

Arms of Australia Inn Museum

2021 Family History Conference

and

Museum of Fire
As many of you will remember, this tour was to have
taken place in April of last year but COVID-19
intervened and the tour had to be cancelled.

“With Conviction ….beyond reasonable doubt”
Saturday 11th September 8.30am – 5.00pm

We will leave our favourite spot, Bannockburn Oval,
Bannockburn Road, Pymble at 8.30 a.m. and travel by
community bus to Emu Plains, our first stop being the
Arms of Australia Inn Museum where, after morning
tea, we can discover local history, photos and much
more from our guide. The Inn was once the staging
post for travellers making the trip from Sydney to the
goldfields.

The 2021 NSW and ACT Association of Family
History Societies Inc conference will be a virtual one
organised by Port Macquarie and Districts Family
History Society Inc.
The conference organisers have offered family
history groups a special price for a group booking to
the virtual conference. Our FHG committee has
decided to take up this offer and hold a meeting in
the Research Centre when we can enjoy the
presentations together. We will have limited places
so if you would like to attend please phone Sue
Holmes on 0414255003. Once we know our exact
costings we will ask you to confirm your booking
with full payment.

We will then travel to nearby Emu Hall for lunch (at
own cost) which is adjacent to the Yandhai Nepean
Crossing, an interesting pedestrian bridge across the
Nepean. Emu Hall is an historic house situated on the
riverbank of the Nepean River. The Estate was
originally established in 1854 and built by James Tobias (Tony) Ryan who was born in Penrith and
ultimately became involved in politics.

Please note: If you think you might like to join our
local event please do not book individually. We will
do the group booking once we have finalised our
numbers so the organisers do not get confused.

After lunch we will travel
to the famous Museum of
Fire in Penrith where we
will have a guided tour of
this outstanding museum
which stands in honour to
the
dedication
and
courage of those who
answer the call to protect
our
lives
and
the
community daily. We

All talks will be available online to all participants
for 48 hours after the event. If you wish to book
separately Conference Registration ($10 which
includes a Free Virtual Goody Bag) is now open at
conference2021.wixsite.com/pmdfhs
Details
of
speakers and raffle tickets are also available on this
site.
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Lysol Murder in Ku-ring-gai

and told Thelma that she must drink some. Thelma
drank some and then laid down for a while. The
mother and Willie were already lying down.

On 21 December 1915, the District Coroner held an
inquest into the deaths of Lavinia May Isobel Stoker,
27 years old, and her son William Joseph Stoker, 10
years old, whose bodies were found in a gully in
Ku-ring-gai on December 14.

Thelma got up without saying anything to either of
them. She found her way through the bush to a
house, where she drank some water and then “sicked
up all of the substance”. The police were called and
she was taken to the Hornsby police station.

The bodies were found about two miles from the
railway line. The body of the woman was found face
down and nearby were four bottles of Lysol, two full
and two half-empty bottles. There was also a cup
alongside the body containing a small amount of
Lysol. About 30 yards further down the gully, the
witness, Constable Rowe, saw the body of a boy
with his head on a pillow with the face covered with
a calico cloth. Constable Rowe examined the body
and found a small bullet wound on the left temple.
It was apparent that the boy could not have shot
himself.

Giving evidence to the inquest, Joseph Stoker, a
quarryman, said that he had been married for about
11 years* and that his wife was 16 years and 9 months
of age when they married. He had always seen her as
sane and affectionate and could not account for the
dreadful tragedy. Stoker said that his wife was a
good housekeeper who did not get into debt. He had
last seen her on the morning of December 13. He
returned about 4.00 p.m. finding a note from his wife
saying that she was going to her sister in Berowra.

The constable found a pea-rifle about five yards
away from the body. The rifle contained an empty
shell. There was another pea-rifle about 20 yards
further down the gully and there was a hamper
containing more full cartridges. The bodies were
taken to the Railway Hotel at Hornsby. Joseph
Stoker identified the bodies as those of his wife and
son.

The coroner returned a verdict that William Joseph
Stoker was murdered by his mother, who had died
from the effects of Lysol wilfully administered by
herself.
*Marriage was on 25 October 1904 in Queensland
Material for this article was sourced from Trove.

Morrison Hammond

At the inquest Thelma Stoker, 8 years old, who was
living with her father at Villier Street, Rockdale, said
that her mother had not been well for a long time.
She was suffering from neuralgia. Thelma went into
Sydney with her mother who bought the goods. Her
mother said, “I’m going to take some of this Lysol
and you and Willie are to take some too”. Willie was
there at the time and the mother said, “If you don’t
take some of the Lysol, I will shoot you”.

———————— // ————————
Hyde Park Barracks Tour
The UNESCO World Heritage listed Barracks tour
was an outstanding success. The Hyde Park Barracks
is a site of exceptional significance and this
fascinating building holds some of the keys to
understanding Australia's convict foundations and its
impact on Aboriginal Australia.

Lavinia left a letter on the table for the witness’
father. She told a friend that she was going to see
her sister in Berowra. It was determined that she
had bought one rifle in Sydney, the other she took
from home in a hamper. She bought the clothesline
in Rockdale. Having obtained all the stuff, they
caught a train to Ku-ring-gai, by which time it was
dark. Thelma reported that Lavinia got out some
candles and matches from the hamper. They went
into the bush and lit the candles and then walked a
long way. They had nothing to eat that night or in
the morning.

Designed in 1817 by convict architect Francis
Greenway, on the orders of Governor Lachlan
Macquarie, it first housed convicts sent from Britain.
After the end of transportation in the 1840s it
transitioned to lodging and hiring services to
thousands of female immigrants including teenage
girls fleeing the Great Famine in Ireland.
Once a place of fear and brutality the Barracks
became the centrepiece of social welfare for the
colony and a place of hope. The recent refurbishment
offers a new way of exploring the past with an
innovative immersive experience utilising new
technology, part of which uses headsets to interact
with the displays throughout the museum to bring
history to life. The refurbishments revealed many
thousands of items relating to its uses over the years
and much has been put on display.

In the morning the mother walked them further into
the gully. Before taking some Lysol herself, the
mother tied Willie up to a tree because he kept
wanting to run away so that he did not have to take
the Lysol or get shot. The mother was about a step
away from Willie when the gun went off. He was
crying before that. As soon as Willie was shot his
mother untied him and laid his body on the ground,
alongside Thelma. The mother drank some Lysol

Our attendees then gathered for lunch at the CityExtra restaurant at the Quay. A good time was had by
all.
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Neil Falconer

German SIG Group
KUPEDIA Update
KUPEDIA is the short name for the Ku-ring-gai
Historical Encyclopaedia; a web-like application
available on our Intranet. KUPEDIA consists of a
collection of cross-referenced articles on people,
places, events, facts and figures, all relevant to the
history of the Ku-ring-gai municipality.
The original KUPEDIA articles were all sourced
from The Historian journals published between June
1972 and December 2019; a total of 729 articles
originally published over 48 years. A recent
addition to KUPEDIA has been an import of all the
articles from our publication Women of Ku-ring-gai:
A tribute, originally published in 1999. This has
added an additional 95 articles and 131 images to
the collection.
There are now 824 articles published in KUPEDIA,
including 2,405 images, all fully indexed and
text-searchable – a great research tool which gives
near-instant results to a text search of the combined
contents of The Historian and Women of Ku-ring-gai.
The link to KUPEDIA can be found on the home
page of our Intranet.
The next planned stage in the development of
KUPEDIA is to import hundreds of transcribed 19th
and 20th century newspaper clippings, all with a
connection to the Municipality of Ku-ring-gai.
These clippings were transcribed by one of our
members, Richard Whitaker, over several years and
will substantially add to the value of KUPEDIA as a
research tool once merged and indexed.
Peter Stehn

———————— // ————————
The Everleigh Payroll Robbery of 1914
Dick Whitaker gave us a fascinating talk on the
above robbery which took place on 10 June 1914.
Over 3,300 pounds was taken from a hansom cab
which was delivering the payroll to the Eveleigh
Workshops. The robbers fled in a car. The horsedrawn cab tried to give chase, but it was no match
for the car.
This was the first time a motor car had
Harry Arford
been used as a getaway vehicle.
Dick then went on to describe many of the criminals
of the day including two women – Kate Leigh and
Tilly Devine.
So much more was brought to life about this era
and the activities of the criminal element. Thank
you Dick, for an extremely interesting insight into
the criminal world of the time.
Come and join these monthly meetings and hear
Guest Speakers bring our history to life with such
clarity.
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The KHS German Special Interest Group met on
Monday 7 June 2021 with 12 members attending.
After a brief introduction Christine Edwards, with
assistance from Tony Karrasch, gave an excellent
briefing on the RootsChat family history forum website (https://www.rootschat.com/) with an emphasis
on German discussion groups. RootsChat is a free
online genealogy forum for researching family history through collaboration. Members were very impressed by the sheer scale of the website and the dynamic and responsive nature of the resource, including live chat. The site is certainly worth a visit. A visit
to the beginners section was recommended for new
members (https://www.rootschat.com/forum/
beginners/).
Tony circulated the June edition of the SIG newsletter
and drew members attention to several articles, in
particular articles discovered on Trove about German
immigrants to Australia and the possible reasons and
context of their migration. The newsletter has been
Hubert Muddle
sent separately to German SIG members via email.
Leone Stumbaum reported on the translation task of
family letters she recently undertook for Ralph Davis.
The various Germanic scripts were a particular challenge for Leone and her friend but success was finally
achieved by sheer determination, hard work and
complementing each other. Leone also pointed out
that considerable information on family relationships
and interactions can be obtained from personal correspondence, such as the translated letters.
Peter Stehn
{The next German SIG meeting is Monday 9 August
2021 at 1:30 pm.}

———————— // ————————

KHS Meetings

To help defer an increase in
membership fees and to help cover
costs of room hire and afternoon tea,
from July a small contribution of $2
per person will be introduced for
attendance at all monthly meetings.
Raffles will not be held, but there will
be a lucky door prize!

Calling all old Aberfeldyans!
Help us to catalogue a new collection of historical material
from Aberfeldy Preparatory School, Turramurra!
Ku-ring-gai Historical Society is fortunate to have received an extensive collection of memorabilia from the
estate of the late Margaret Kennett.
Margaret was first a teacher, then Principal, at Aberfeldy from 1974-1997. Originally employed by the
redoubtable Mrs Rollinson, Margaret saw the transition through to Pittwater House schools in 1978.
Margaret wrote a history of Aberfeldy, They Came to Aberfeldy, in 2002, and her research notes and ‘behind the
lines’ insights for her book are part of the collection.
The collection also includes a testimonial book presented to Margaret at her retirement dinner in 1997. The
many letters from parents, students and staff speak volumes of her inspiration and devotion to Aberfeldy and
the deep regard and respect they held for her.
The collection also includes newsletters plus hundreds of photos of students and events spanning her 23
years.
Unfortunately many of the photos are not accompanied by names or events – so… we are hereby putting out
the call to any old Aberfeldy students and staff to assist us by filling in the blanks!
On these pages is just a sampling of the photos in the collection.
Do you recognise anyone, or any of the events? If so, then do let us know, either by email or via the Contact
Us form on our website!
As we only have limited space in the Newsletter, you can also find more photos on our Blog page at
kuringgaihs.blogspot.com/2021/06/calling-all-old-aberfeldyans.html
There are many more photos yet to be digitised, but you can still help by coming into our Research Centre at
Gordon, where you can look through them to see if you recognise anyone – please contact us to arrange a
suitable time.
So get sleuthing – and help us to keep the memories of this historic local institution alive!

Second Class
1982

My first class at Aberfeldy ~

c 1973

1989 Hills District
Eisteddfod
(won 4th place )

Macquarie Lighthouse
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Aberfeldy staff ~ 1987

1989 ~ Some of year 2 Sports Day

1991 ~ Year 2 class

‘My last year 2 class
with the boss ‘
(Rex Morgan)

Article and photos courtesy Ann Barry and Ralph Davis.
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DIARY DATES

ADMINISTRATION
President
Vice President
Treasurer

JULY 2021
Saturday 3 : 2pm -Family History Group meeting.
Forum : Who was your first ancestor to step
onto Australian Soil?

Judith Godden
0408 967 937
Jenny Joyce
0404 473 767
Ralph Davis
Neil Falconer
9488 7293
Morrison Hammond
0425 303 525
Geoff Little
0411 885 870
Yvette Reeve
0414 249 737
Family History Group Sue Holmes, Convenor 0414 255 003
Susan Alder
0409 981 605
Jo Harris OAM
9489 4393
Margaret Holland
9488 5452
Jean Smith
9498 4468
Joan Stebbing
9489 6476
Pam Tout
9488 9807
Appointees
Accessions
Jennifer Wallin
9983 1871
Book Sales
Margaret Holland
9488 5452
Catering
Vicki Williams
0401 914 524
Computer Systems
Peter Stehn
9489 9488
Curators
Ann Barry
9144 6480
Built Heritage Group Lorna Watt
0402 028 034
Trish Thomson
9499 8659
Historian Editor
Lorna Watt
0402 028 034
Indexing
Beth Facer
9988 0823
Newsletter Editor
Geoff Little
editor@khs.org.au

Wednesday 21 : Penrith Tour - Fire Museum &
Arms of Australia Inn Museum
AUGUST 2021
Saturday 7 : 2pm -Family History Group meeting.
Parramatta Cemeteries
Presenter : Judith Dunn
Monday 9 : 1.30pm - German Special Interest Group
Saturday 21 : 2pm - Annual General Meeting
Lucy Osburn –
Controversial Nursing Founder
Presenter : Judith Godden

Thursday 26 : Cockatoo Island Tour
SEPTEMBER 2021
Saturday 4 : 2pm -Family History Group meeting.
Writing a Family History
Presenter : Clare Brown
● Tour of Newcastle and Museum

~

membership@khs.org.au

KHS website

~

webmaster@khs.org.au

Public Officer
Research Team Leader
Tour Contact
Speakers’ Programme
Web Masters

Helen Whitsed
Joan Stebbing
Yvette Reeve
Beverley Dunstan
Peter Stehn

Welfare Officer

Ralph Davis
Jill Nicholson

9416 5825
9489 6476
0414 249 737
9419 8526
9489 9488
9144 6948

Research Centre

For correspondence :secretary@khs.org.au

Membership

0402 028 034
0431 479 987
0418 269 126

Secretary
Past President
Committee

Saturday 17 : 2pm - General Meeting
Three Vietnam Wars from 1946 to 1975
Presenter : David Wilkins OAM

The Secretary ~

Lorna Watt
Annet Latham
Marilyn van Eerde

The Centre is open on Tuesdays from 10am to 12noon,
for Built Heritage information.
The Centre is open by appointment between 10am and
noon on Fridays for assistance on Family History.

Treasurer’s Report

(Phone 0414255003)

Our income for May 2021 amounted to $340 mainly
from new Membership fees and our tour. Major
expense for the month was the purchase of two laptop
computers. With all expenses included the total

© Ku-ring-gai Historical Society Inc. and authors. The
content may be reproduced as sourced from this
newsletter with acknowledgment to named authors.

expenses amounted to $2,146, resulting in a deficit
for May of $1,806

Newsletter Deadline

A reminder that any monetary transactions can be
made through our bank account which is:

Please send email copy for publication to
editor@khs.org.au as early as possible, but no later than
13th of each month. Items will only be accepted from
members of KHS. Copy is accepted on the basis that Kuring-gai Historical Society has editing rights and that
readers can reproduce it in whole or in part with
acknowledgment. If possible, material should be in
electronic form, with as little formatting as possible, e.g.
no bullets, coloured type, indenting or styles.

Ku-ring-gai Historical Society Westpac Bank
BSB: 032-083
Account No: 248971
Please keep safe and well.
Marilyn van Eerde
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