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 April was a very busy month for KHS. During  
Seniors’  Week, a PowerPoint presentation of      
‘Ku-ring-gai’s Early History’ was presented to 
members and visitors at our General Meeting, and 
to a Chinese Senior’s Group the following week. A 
very successful bus tour of Ku-ring-gai was also 
planned and conducted for this group. (See Neil 
Falconer’s article) 

The first tour for this year, the ‘Wicked Waterfront 
Walking Tour’, also took place. Organised by our 
very able Tour Group, this event was to have taken 
place last year but had to be cancelled. I don’t have 
to remind you of the reasons! 

As part of Council’s Ku-ring-gai Heritage Festival, 
a lot of time and energy was expended to develop 
and present the history of the old Gordon Public 
School and St John’s Cemetery, Gordon. The 
attendance by community members at these two 
events was somewhat less than anticipated, but 
even so, was very enjoyable .  

My thanks to all those volunteers who gave their 
time to help make these occasions successful.  

We are still needing volunteers for various tasks 
within our Society so, if you feel that you can      
devote a little of your time to assist, please contact 
me or a member of the Committee. 

Remember, the more that members are involved, 
the more successful our Society and events will be. 

                                                              Take  care                                                

                                                                     Lorna Watt 

       ————————  //  ————————                                                       

                        

                            

   General Meeting 

Saturday 19 June at 2pm 

followed by 

The Hassall Family in Australia 

Speaker: John Brooks 

Come along to hear John’s interesting story:           
fleeing to Sydney in 1798 from hostile Tahitians more 
interested in muskets than the Gospel,   missionary 
Rowland Hassall thrived in his calling in the infant 
colony. With his wife Elizabeth, the  Hassalls went on 
to prosper and multiply, counting the City of Sydney 
Historical Society’s John Brooks among their many 
descendants. 

Afternoon Tea will be available 

Visitors welcome 

 

 

 

John Brooks, retired      

Engineer and a direct  
descendant of Jonathan  
Hassall,  the third son of        
Rowland Hassall who 
brought the family to the 
colony in 1798.  

 

 

 

 

 For  further information regarding the Hassalls                      
and John Brooks see page   5                                                      

 

Now  that  COVID-19 restrictions have been eased,   

KHS has been able to resume our highly popular meetings  

with great subjects and well known speakers.  

Come and enjoy the day and meet up with your friends 
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                   Family  
                    History    
                                                  Group 
Our May Family History Meeting was well attended 
and David Wilkins OAM gave an enjoyable and most            
informative talk on his Family History ‘From Brecon 
to Broken Hill’ with some great suggestions of how 
to write and publish a family history. A                 
comprehensive  report on this talk will be presented 
in the next newsletter. 

At our June meeting (2pm Saturday 5 June) Ralph 
Hawkins, the former Archivist at the Society of       
Australian Genealogists, will be talking about the   
early history of Millers Point. This was a talk        
postponed from 2020 and we hope that later this year 
the KHS tour group may be able to arrange a walk-
ing tour of the area led by Ralph Hawkins. 

News from the NSW State Archives is that an index 
of all probate packets currently available at State    
Archives, is now online. Since our visit from Martyn 
Killion, I have been really interested to follow up on 
the records held at State Archives and recommend 
members should regularly check the NSW State    
Records website. Do you remember Martyn telling us 
of his team of volunteers who are constantly          
digitising records?    Webpage:   records.nsw.gov.au 

At our last meeting we began offering bundles of old  
newsletters from other family history groups for 
members to take home and peruse. This will contin-
ue at future  meetings as we try to make room for     
more useful  resources. We will continue to collect 
the Descent magazine of SAG and the Journal of the 
RAHS which are fully indexed and have excellent, 
well researched articles on aspects of Australian    
History. 

We await news of increased numbers of people being    
permitted to attend rooms so we can start our   
monthly  Saturday workshops again. Remember help 
is available to solve your brick walls on Friday   
mornings.  

                                                                       Sue  Holmes 

       ————————  //  ————————         

Family History Meeting 

Saturday 5 June at 2pm 

The Early History of Millers Point 

Speaker: Ralph Hawkins 

Former Archives Officer at the Society of Australian 
Genealogists, Ralph continues to be interested in all 
things historical and returns to KHS to talk to us on 
The Early History of Millers Point.  

Afternoon Tea will be available 

                              Ralph Hawkins 

For ten years Ralph oversaw bush regeneration in 
Lane Cove and Sydney. He then served as          
Archivist at Society of Australian Genealogists 
from 1993–2008, and was awarded a Fellowship of 
Society of Australian Genealogists in 1999.  

After many years of     
interest in Australian His-
tory, Ralph has used his 
knowledge to teach oth-
ers via audio, video and 
internet platforms as well 
as through his many  
publications. He has    
undertaken research        
projects on subjects from 
various areas including 
the Government Dairy at 
Parramatta Park, Old 
Government House at 
Parramatta, Collingwood 
House at Liverpool, and carried out an assessment 
of timber tools in regional collections in the      
Hastings Shire. This has led to his involvement in 
numerous exhibitions including those of timber 
getting tools in Canberra, Liverpool and Hyde 
Park Barracks, of stone masons’ tools at Liverpool 
and of convict road building at Newcastle.   

He conducts heritage walks around Millers Point 
and is a guide at Parramatta Park.  

      

Ralph  Hawkins 

                              New Members 

 

  In April & May  10 new members joined our       
Society and we wish them all a warm welcome.  

 

Marilyn Holt & Michael Dwyer   from      Pymble 

Robyn Kerr                            from                   St Ives 

Jaan Pill                                  from     Wollstonecraft  

Averil Smith                          from         Wahroonga 

Emelye Coleridge                 from         Turramurra 

Robyn & Bob Cummins      from        Turramurra 

Richard Koch & Helen Lowndes  from      Killara   

Eleanor  White                       from         Wahroonga 

 

We hope you all find your membership             

rewarding, and look forward to your                  

participation in the many activities we have to 

offer.  
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 The Romantic Digger. 

During our research for the KHS publication,          
Rallying the Troops; A World War I Commemoration,  we 
came across this rumination by a pensive Herbert Roy 
Muddle, a farmer who, pre-war resided in              
Turramurra and Wahroonga. He wrote: 

Woman – The alpha omega of man’s existence; the 
mainspring of his every action; the joy and torment of 
his life, the absolute tyrant whose slightest caprice is 
law; and from whose distinction there is no appeal! Yet 
God grant that her reign may last for ever. 

Yes, here’s to the ladies. God bless ‘em, and to their eyes, 
which kindle the only fire that has no insurance. 

           H.  Roy  Muddle   

                            14/10/11           

 The son of barrister  
William Beaumont    
Muddle, Roy was born 
in 1891 and was still 
young by the time his 
parents and two  siblings 
all died: his   infant 
brother in 1893, his     
father in 1896, his older 
sister in 1905 and his 
mother, Ida, in 1907. 
From 1905 to 1907, while  
attending Sydney   

Grammar School, Roy 
gave his address as  Avoca, in Eastern Road,           
Turramurra, the home of a school friend, Errol Jones, 
but following his mother’s death, he lived with his 
maternal uncles, Albert and Arthur Sparke, in Burns 
Road, Wahroonga.   

Roy then did some farming work near Daysdale in 
southern NSW before enlisting in the AIF on 16      
August 1915 at age 24. Posted as a driver (of horse 
teams) in the 6th Field Artillery Brigade, Roy Muddle 
was shipped to Egypt but fell dangerously ill with 
bronchial pneumonia and pleurisy. His debilitation 
led to his return to Australia and medical discharge in 
October 1916. 

Two months later Roy married Nancy Checchi in 
Caulfield, Melbourne. They had a son and moved to 
Oaklands then Narrandera, but in 1919 he fell victim 
to the influenza pandemic and with his weakened 
lungs died that year, aged just 28. He is                  
commemorated on the Wahroonga War Memorial as 
well as those at Oaklands, Coreen and Daysdale.  

One wonders if his earlier romantic writings in 1911 
resulted from an infatuation for his future wife    
Nancy. 

                                                David  Wilkins     OAM 

                 Tour for CASS Care Group 

As part of Seniors 2021 activities, the team prepared 
a presentation and local tour for CASS Care who 
provide a range of welfare and social services to 
East Asian communities, and in this case for senior 
Chinese residents of Ku-ring-gai. 

 Stage one was a PowerPoint Presentation by Lorna 
entitled ‘An Overview of Ku-ring-gai’s Early       
History’  provided two days before the tour. Lorna’s 
presentation was translated into Chinese by Wendy 
and the combined presentation went very well     
indeed.   

Stage two, the three hour bus tour departed from 
Gordon Station and covered a distance of 55 km, 
visiting 14 key places of interest in Ku-ring-gai,    
beginning with  the Ku-ring-gai Bicentennial Park 
Monument commemorating the Bicentenary of the 
European settlement of Australia and dedicated to 
the men and women of the First Fleet. The tour then 
made its way via Fiddens Wharf Road and Lane 
Cove National Park to Echo Point (Ku-ring-gai 
Council’s only park with water frontage, a beach, 
remnant bushland, mangroves and saltmarsh). It 
then continued along an interesting route which   
included Nelson Street Gordon, Burns Road 
Wahroonga, the Fisk Memorial, the site of the first 
wireless message sent in 1918 from Wales to       
Australia by the then Prime Minister William M 
Hughes, and then to the Sphinx Memorial in the   
Ku-ring-gai Chase National Park via the nearby   
Kokoda Memorial.  

The Sphinx Memorial was constructed by a returned 
soldier who was a patient at the Lady Davidson 
Hospital, a Repatriation Hospital for WW1 veterans.  

Passengers were able to follow the tour using a spe-
cial tour description booklet prepared by us and 
transcribed into Chinese. Our tour guide was sup-
ported by the CASS team organisers who translated 
along the way. The tour was very successful and, as 
can be seen from the photographs, was enjoyed by 
all.                                                      Neil Falconer 

 

                            

 

  

 

 

       Roy  Muddle    (Photo, Alan  Jones) 
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Detective: “Griffiths, make a full confession now”. 

Griffiths: “I have told you everything”. 

Detective: “I have got something deadly against 
you”. 

Griffiths: “No, you haven’t”. 

Detective: “I will use every ounce of my power, and a 
little bit more, against you”. 

At the close of his evidence, which took 100 minutes, 
Griffiths said he was astounded when he heard of 
Cook’s death. “I never harmed Cook,” he added, 
“and by his death I have lost a friend and my best 
worldly asset”. 

Detective Lynch was recalled and denied that         

anything in the nature of a ‘third degree’ had been 

employed to induce Griffiths to make a confession. 

Neither was he intimidated nor assaulted. No threats 

or false accusations were made against him. Lynch 

said Griffiths’ statement was a lie. He was treated  

humanely. 

Meagher, for the defence, stressed the fact that       

although 25 witnesses had been called, there was no 

evidence to show that Griffiths had been in the    

company of Cook at or about the time of the alleged 

crime. 

In summing up, Justice James said that he had grave 

doubts as to whether he should have allowed the case 

to go to the jury, for there was absolutely no evidence 

to show that the accused had again seen Cook after 

parting from him at the hotel on Friday afternoon. “If 

the accused’s story is true,” continued His Honour, “I 

say without qualification that the procedure down at 

the detectives’ office is highly improper. There is no 

doubt that the accused’s wife, who was in a certain 

condition, was on one occasion kept waiting from 

8.30 in the morning until 12.30 to see her husband, 

who was not even under arrest”. 

On 7th June the jury, after five minutes retirement, 

brought in a verdict of ‘not guilty’, and Griffiths was 

discharged. 

On 9th June, the Chief Secretary, Mr Oakes,              

demanded a report from the Inspector General       

regarding the allegations made during the hearing of 

Griffiths. The Inspector General informed the Chief 

Secretary that Griffiths’ statement was not made    

under oath, and thus could not be tested for veracity. 

In 1927 this case was still on the NSW Police’s        

unsolved cases list. 
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                Murder  of  Mountford  Cook    

                                 Part  2 

     Allegations against detectives – third degree 

Following three days of close questioning, on 4th 
April the police charged Taliesin Griffiths, aged 31, 
with the murder of Cook in Gordon on 24th March. 
Griffith protested “I have been detained for six days 
and know nothing about the murder. I ask you not 
to remand me for long, for each day I am suffering 
more”. Remand was granted and bail was refused. 
The police said they had good reasons for opposing 
bail but were not prepared to disclose them at     
present. On 26th May, bail was granted on a surety of 
£500. 

On 8th June, in the Central Criminal Court, Griffiths 
made allegations against the detectives, saying they 
failed to note all his answers to their questions and 
that when his answers were unsuitable to them, they 
held discussions and twisted his replies with the  
result that they appeared in the detectives’ notes in a 
distorted form. Frequently they referred to him as, 
“You---liar”. 

Griffiths went on to say that the detectives had     

resorted to various ruses to win him over to their 

side. One detective said to him, “Look here Griffiths, 

I have something deadly against you”. Griffiths said 

he replied, “No you haven’t anything against me at 

all”. On another occasion a detective took him for a 

meal to a restaurant and said, ”I am not a detective 

now. Anything you care to say will be as one man to 

another”. The detective asked him to make a       

confession. Griffiths told him that he had no        

confession to make. 

Griffiths said that he had been detained in the      

detectives’ office for about a week and had to face 

the detectives day and night. He offered no           

objection to his fingerprints being taken. He was 

then confronted by a detective and the following 

conversation took place:                                                   

                Gordon    c  1920 
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                                  Addendum  

In a review of cases handled by Meagher, Griffiths 

is described as a former Welsh preacher. 

Taliesin was a 6th century Welsh poet. 

In 1925 Taliesin Griffiths, carpenter, was a witness 

in Lithgow in which there were two defendants in a 

case of theft, saying that they had slept in the same 

room at the Hotel Lithgow at the time. He had 

missed a watch and chain and a jack plane. 

In a court case in Forbes in 1915, Fanny Louis 

Caffal, who married Griffiths in 1920, stated that she 

was from Liverpool and came to Australia on the 

steamship ‘Benalla’ and landed at Adelaide on 3rd 

November 1913. She said that she met Taliesin 

Griffiths on board the ship and “became engaged to 

marry him ever since”. Griffiths did not get off the 

ship in Adelaide but proceeded to Sydney. She did 

not see him again until she joined him in Forbes on 

7th September. A baby boy was born on 5th March 

1915, but Griffiths was not the father. Soon after, the 

child died and both were charged with the death of 

the child. Griffiths was sentenced to seven years. 

The woman was found not guilty. 

Also, in Forbes in 1915, Griffiths was charged with 

forging a cheque for £9.  

On 25th December 1904, Smith, the licensee of the 

Green Gate Hotel, Gordon, sold liquor to two men 

named Mountford Cook and Henry Young. As the 

result was a breach of the act, all three appeared in 

court on 12th January 1905. Smith pleaded guilty 

and was fined £2 and costs. Cook and Young each 

admitted his guilt and was fined 10 shillings plus 

costs. 

On 24 April 1906, at the North Sydney Court, 

Mountford Cook was charged with being on the 

premises of the Green Gate Hotel, Gordon, on Good 

Friday, not being a bona fide lodger. The police 

went into the bar and found traces of liquor having 

recently been supplied. The accused pleaded not 

guilty but the magistrate convicted and fined him 

10 shillings and costs. 

At the North Sydney Court, Mountford Cook  

pleaded guilty to a charge of stealing at Gordon on 

30th June 1910, a bag of chaff valued at 4s 6d the 

property of Douglas Brown. He was fined £3, in  

default 14 days’ imprisonment with hard labour. 

Augustus Hanson was charged with unlawfully 

assaulting Mountford Cook at Gordon on 26th       

August 1910. It was stated that the defendant struck 

the complainant on the chin, knocking him down.  

Defendant was an advocate for no-licence and the 

two had been arguing upon the question. The effect 

of the blow was a bad wound under the chin. The 

defendant pleaded guilty. 

                                       The material used in the preparation  

                                                 of this article came from Trove.  

                                                  Morrison Hammond 

————————  //  ————————    

                                John  Brooks   (continued from page 1) 

Currently, John is Treasurer of the City of Sydney    

Historical Association and has been a member of the 

Committee for fifteen years. He is also Treasurer of 

the Hassall Family History Association whose        

objectives are to research and foster interest in the 

pioneering work of the family.  

Also, he is Convenor of the Blackwattle Cove          

Coalition which was formed to work in consultation 

with the Wentworth Park Sporting Complex Trust, 

the City of Sydney and the various State Government 

Departments involved in planning the future of 

Wentworth Park and the Blackwattle Bay foreshores. 

BCC active members are residents and business    

people from Glebe, Pyrmont and Ultimo. 

                 The Hassall Family     –   1798 to 2020 

In 1798 Rowland Hassall, his wife Elizabeth and three 

sons fled to Sydney from hostile natives in Tahiti 

where they had been sent from England as missionar-

ies. They thrived in the new colony, preaching to the 

settlers, building their land holdings and producing a 

large family whose members  include ‘the Galloping 

Parson’ Thomas, a governess to Macquarie’s family 

and settlers of the new Bathurst and Mudgee areas. 

Their names can be found in the streets and parks of 

Parramatta, Windsor and Camden. Later generations 

spread across the country and helped develop New 

South Wales. COSHA Committee Member, John 

Brooks is a sixth generation member of the Hassall 

family and will talk about the Hassalls and trace their 

fortunes from their origins in England to the present 

day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                            (Continued  on  page  6) 

Rev  Thomas   Hassall 

“The  Galloping  Parson’ 

1st  son of Rowland and    

Elizabeth Hassall 
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Macquarie  Lighthouse 

one does not usually see in a private stroll including 
the very important passages built for the ‘night soil 
man’ etc. The Rocks area also illustrates much of the 
early history with very interesting explanations on 
well-placed plaques and other creative descriptions. 
The stone carving/illustration of Jack Munday was  
outstanding. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

After lunch at the Bakers Oven, many of us visited the 
nearby Discovery Museum which added to the  overall 
experience and understanding of the very early      
Sydney Town.  

This tour was the first tour to be cancelled due to 
COVID and it was a delight for it to be our first tour on 
our ‘Way Forward’ program.  

                                                                        Tour Team 

————————  //  ————————   

                    

                       History  of  Ku-ring-gai 

Our esteemed President, Lorna Watt, delivered an   
extensive, interesting and funny insight into the 
‘History of Ku-ring-gai’. 

The name Ku-ring-gai was first used in 1894 for the  
Ku-ring-gai National Park.  In 1906 the name was also 
taken by the first local government authority for the 
area. 

It was originally thought that a single language group 
of the ‘Guringai’ Aboriginal people inhabited the area, 
but in recent decades this claim has been contested.  
More evidence suggests that the area was inhabited by 
a complex collection of groups with diverse clan   
structures and languages. 

About three weeks after the arrival of the First Fleet, a 
party of explorers accompanied Governor Phillip on an 
expedition from Manly Cove to find good soil and   
water.  On his trek through to Thornleigh there is little 
doubt that Phillip walked close by, if not through, 
what is left of the Blue Gum Forest at St Ives and the 
Soldiers Memorial Park on Mona Vale Road where 
there is a bust of Governor Phillip and a plaque to 
commemorate his passing through there.   

                  The  Hassall  Family           (continued) 

Dr Niel Gunson, historian, said in his speech at 

the Hassall Family Bicentenary celebration in 

1998: 

The Hassalls are one of the great representative families 

of Australia; they have been here almost since the     

beginning of white settlement, they have participated, 

often silently, in the momentous events that have 

shaped our national identity and their name has a    

permanent place in the annals of Australian       

achievement. 

————————  //  ————————   

          

       Wicked Waterfront Walking Tour                
with Judith Dunn 

 

Nineteen members and friends joined Judith 
Dunn for what turned out to be a wonderful tour 
of the Rocks area. Judith’s description of local 
crimes and scandals added to the overall            
experience. Many participants observed much 
more than expected in two areas.   

The tour took us into some of the early housing 
areas that have been well preserved over time that 

  6 

St  Thomas  Church  Windsor, 

Graveyard of several Hassalls including Jonathan and Mary 

                                Cadmans  Cottage   

 Built in 1816 it was the first building to be built on the 
shoreline of the Rocks area. 

The bronze commemoration plaque of Jack Munday was 

unveiled in the Rocks Square in 1996. 
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Phillip’s expedition is very historic for Ku-ring-gai, 
being when Europeans first encountered the tall 
trees for buildings, masts for vessels, shingles for 
roofing, etc. The first Europeans to inhabit the area 
were convict timber cutters and their overseers.  
Activity centred around the Government Convict 
Sawyers’ Camp established in 1809 on the banks of 
the Lane Cove River near the foot of the present 
Fiddens Wharf Road, Killara. 

Governor Lachlan Macquarie arrived in 1810 and 
began to construct important public and private 
buildings in Sydney from the timber found in       
Ku-ring-gai.  He then issued land grants to ‘free’ 
convicts.  The first official land grant of 400 acres 
was made in 1819 at Roseville. 

Once the trees had been felled, the land was turned 
over to farming and orchards.  By the 1850s, crops 
included many fruits and, nearer the water courses,  
market gardens flourished.  By 1880, the upper 
north shore was established as a rural district. 

The first school was established in 1816 on land    
later occupied by St John’s  Church at Gordon.  By 
1829 the weatherboard building had fallen into   
disrepair so a new schoolhouse was erected         
towards the end of 1832 but was burnt down      
during a bushfire in 1862.  The school relocated to 
the Wesleyan Chapel on the site now occupied by 
Ravenswood School for Girls.  In 1876 a new    
sandstone building was constructed on the main 
road at Gordon and in 1885 became known as     
Gordon Public School.  Extensions were done in 
1897, 1906 and 1913.  The school closed in 1989 and, 
of course, is now  home to the Ku-ring-gai           
Historical Society. 

The first Post Office in the district was established 
in the 1860s and letters were delivered by the  
butcher, the baker or any of the residents who 
called into the Post Office. 

One of the earliest surviving churches is St John the 
Evangelist Anglican Church in Gordon which was 
erected in 1871 and additions in 1899, 1923 and 
1960s.  The cemetery behind the church began      
earlier than the church itself.  The first recorded  

recorded burials took place in 1867. 

Ku-ring-gai was enhanced by the coming of the    
railway.  The first stage was a single track from 
Hornsby to St. Leonards and opened in 1890.  In 1893 
the line was extended to Milson’s Point.  In 1900 the 
line from St Leonards to Lindfield was duplicated 
and by 1909 it was a double track to Hornsby with 
island platforms and brick Federation style        
buildings. 

By 1900 the character of the district had changed 
from rural to suburban.  Many of the newly created 
estates attracted prominent and wealthy               
businessmen with their families seeking an escape 
from the pollution of the city. 

By 1911 the population had risen to 9,458. 

The ‘suburban sprawl’ had begun. 

Thank you, Lorna, for such an interesting and in-
formative talk. 

                                                                  Marilyn van  Eerde 

       ————————  //  ————————       

                     Tales from  the   Past 

    Trod on Death Adder - Man's Lucky Escape in Bush 

                                             SYDNEY : Wednesday 12th February 1936  

While R. E. Patterson was walking in the bush near 
St. Ives yesterday, he trod on the head of a death   
adder 32 inches long. He sprang away, narrowly 
missing a bite from the reptile.  

Referring to the incident, Patterson said that what 
saved him was that he had practically his full 12 
stone weight on the snake's head. The adder was  
finally killed by a companion of Patterson.  

Four young were found in its body. The death adder 
was stated by the museum authorities to be one of 
the largest specimens ever seen. 

                                                      Courtesy  of  Mr  R. N. Whitaker 
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                 Charles Darwin in Australia 
 

Arriving in Sydney on the Beagle from New        
Zealand in January 1836, one of Darwin’s first  
meetings was with the artist Conrad Martens.   
Martens had arrived in Sydney on 17th April 1835. 
He had established a  studio in Bridge Street and 
soon produced some splendid pictures which made 
him the leading artist in Australia. Charles had 
made pencil drawings in Ponsonby Sound and Rio 
Santa Cruz and commissioned Martens to develop 
them into watercolours for three guineas each. 

 

Eager to see more of this new land,  Darwin hired a 
guide and two horses and set-out to cross the Blue 
Mountains to visit Bathurst. On his second day out 
he met aborigines hunting and on the 18th January 
he crossed the Nepean River near present day    
Penrith. On his first night in the mountains he 
stopped at a small inn at Weatherboard. The name 
of this small settlement was changed to Wentworth 
Falls with the coming of the railway in 1867.       
Darwin made numerous side-trips off the main 
track and was probably one of the first Europeans 
to visit many of the wonderful valleys and           
waterfalls we enjoy today. Obviously delighted he 
wrote: 

 ‘About a mile and a half from Weatherboard there 
is a view exceedingly well worth visiting.             
Following down a little valley and its tiny rill of  
water, an immense gulf unexpectedly opens 
through the trees which border the pathway, at the 
depth of perhaps 1500 feet. Walking on a few yards, 
one stands on the brink of a vast precipice, and   
below one sees a grand bay or gulf, for I know not 
what other name to give it, thickly covered with 
forest. The point of view is situated as if at the head 
of a bay, the line of cliff diverging on each side, and 
showing headland behind headland, as on a bold 
sea coast. These cliffs are composed of horizontal 
strata of whitish sandstone; and are so absolutely 
vertical, that in many places a person standing on 
the edge and throwing down a stone, can see it 

it strike the trees in the abyss below. So unbroken is 
the line of cliff that, in order to reach the foot of the 
waterfall, formed by this little stream, it is said to be 
necessary to go sixteen miles round. About five miles 
distant in front, another line of cliff extends, which 
thus appears completely to encircle the valley; and 
hence the name of bay is justified as applied to this 
grand amphitheatrical depression. If we imagine a 
winding harbour, with its deep water surrounded by 
cliff-like shores, to be laid dry, and a forest to spring 
up in its sandy bottom, we should then have the     
appearance and structure here exhibited. This kind of 
view was to me quite novel and extremely             
magnificent’. 

He was of course looking at what today we call   
Wentworth Falls and into the Jamison Valley. This 
great scene had already been painted by Conrad   
Martens shortly after his arrival in Sydney. Over     
one hundred and eighty years later we can share all of 
Darwin’s wonder, pleasure and enthusiasm at the 
magnificent vistas he enjoyed - unchanged to this day. 

Moving on, Darwin descended to the western granite 
country where he had been invited to stay at a large 
sheep grazing property. He hunted kangaroos with 
greyhounds and was very fortunate to see platypus 
swimming in a stream. In Bathurst he stayed in the 
military barracks at the invitation of the Commander 
but the Macquarie River had almost dried up in a 
drought and he was not impressed with the district. 

He recrossed the mountains by a different road,   
Lockyer’s Line, but again slept at Weatherboard and 
again walked to the Wentworth Falls amphitheatre 
which had impressed him so much. After re-crossing 
the Nepean River at Emu Ferry he stayed with      
Captain King on his farm at Dunheved and, with 
King, visited Hannibal Hawkins MacArthur at his 
splendid Greek Revival mansion called Vianco on his 
property at Vineyard. 

 

                   H.M.S.  Beagle 

                     Charles   Darwin 
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In a letter from Sydney to his sister Susan on 28th   

January 1836 he painted a favourable view of   
Australia’s future although he was still troubled by 
the large number of ex-convicts in the population. 

From Sydney the Beagle went to Hobart where they 
anchored in the Derwent River on 5th                   
February. He enjoyed many walks and climbed 
Mount Wellington but was very depressed to learn 
that the sixty survivors of the local aboriginal    
population had been sent to Flinders Island in Bass 
Strait. 

While Charles concentrated on collecting geological 
specimens and dung beetles, Syms Covington, ‘Mr 
Darwin’s Shooter’, collected many interesting liz-
ards and skinks. After a very agreeable dinner at 
the home of Mr Frankland, the Surveyor-General of 
Tasmania, he decided that society in Hobart had 
great advantages over Sydney in not having any 
wealthy convicts. 

Heading for West Australia the Beagle had three 
weeks of steady sailing but the long westerly swell 
made Charles sick all the way - something he 
suffered from throughout the long voyage. They 
stayed in King George’s Sound, the inner harbour 
of today’s Albany, for what he described as eight 
excessively boring days. He did however find the 
local aborigines co-operative and friendly and,    
following his offer of tubs of boiled rice and sugar, 
they performed a magnificent corroboree. 

The geology of the area did not interest him but, 
with Syms Covington’s help, he made a good     
collection of fish, frogs, a new bush rat and some 
sixty-six species of insects. Sadly he saw none of 
the now world famous indigenous plants of West 
Australia. Had he been there in springtime his       

collections would 
have been greatly  
enhanced. 

The departure of the 
Beagle was delayed a 
week by bad weather 
and Charles wrote in 
his journal ‘Farewell 
Australia, you are a 
rising infant &  

doubtless some day will reign a great princess in 
the South; but you are too great & ambitious for 
affection, yet not great enough for respect; I leave 
your shores without sorrow or regret’. 

Charles Darwin’s visit to the Blue Mountains is  
remembered by the Darwin Walk from Wentworth 
Falls village down the Jamison Creek to the spec-
tacular Wentworth Falls. 

                                                           Patrick   Dodd 

                               KHS   Tours 

June  Thursday 24th  

        Sub  Base  Platypus  at  Neutral  Bay   

Sydney has an association with submarines that 

started in 1914 with the arrival of the first two Royal 

Australian Navy submarines. This association with 

torpedoes, submarines and submariners has        

continued ever since.  As Sydney Harbour was the 

only place in Australia to have ships attacked by 

submarines, there is a story to tell.  

This two hour 

tour of the Sub 

Base Platypus 

will be led by 

knowledgeable 

Naval Historical 

Society Guides. 

The various   

elements of the tour and presentation include:  

different classes of submarines operated by the 

RAN over time; the torpedo factory which operated 

on the Platypus site; the 1942 Japanese midget    

submarine attack on Sydney and history of Sub Base 

Platypus itself.  

Travel will be to Wynyard and Circular Quay by 

train then by ferry to the Sub Base. 

Late lunch, at own cost, will be at the City Extra    

restaurant, Circular Quay following an extended 

return ferry trip to the Quay.       

Tour cost will be $35 for members and $45 for   

non-members, numbers are restricted. 

Tour bookings will open on Tuesday 1st June 2021 

and will close Tuesday 8th June 2021. Bookings can 

be made in person at the KHS Research Room      

between 10 am and 12 noon on opening day only. 

Otherwise bookings can be made by EFT before 8th 

June. If you wish to book by EFT please email 

Yvette at yreeve@optusnet.com.au when you will be 

placed on a waiting list and you will be supplied 

with EFT details. You should advise Yvette when 

payment has been made. Bookings will only be   

confirmed once payment is received. Please note 

that with all our tours we have a strict                   

non-refundable policy. 

 

July    Tour : 

   Details will be revealed in the July Newsletter  

Some of Darwin’s beetle       
collection 

mailto:yreeve@optusnet.com.au
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Newsletter Deadline 

Please send email copy for publication to 
editor@khs.org.au as early as possible, but no later than 
13th of each month. Items will only be accepted from 
members of KHS. Copy is accepted on the basis that Ku-
ring-gai Historical Society has editing rights and that 
readers can reproduce it in whole or in part with 
acknowledgment. If possible, material should be in 
electronic form, with as little formatting as possible, e.g. 
no bullets, coloured type, indenting or styles. 

© Ku-ring-gai Historical Society Inc. and authors. The 
content may be reproduced as sourced from this 
newsletter with acknowledgment to named authors. 

Research Centre  

   The Centre is open on Tuesdays from 10am to 12noon, 

for Built Heritage information. 

  The Centre is open by appointment  between 10am and 

noon on Fridays for assistance on Family History.  

(Phone 0414255003)  

ADMINISTRATION  

President Lorna Watt 0402  028  034 

Vice President Annet  Latham 0431  479  987 

Treasurer Marilyn van Eerde 0418  269  126 

Secretary Judith Godden  0408  967  937  

Past President Jenny Joyce 0404  473  767 

Committee Ralph  Davis  

 Neil Falconer 9488 7293 

 Morrison  Hammond 0425  303  525 

 Geoff  Little 0411  885  870 

 Yvette  Reeve 0414  249  737 

Family History Group  Sue Holmes, Convenor 0414  255  003 

 Susan Alder 0409  981  605  

 Jo Harris  OAM 9489  4393 

 Margaret Holland 9488 5452 

 Jean Smith 9498 4468 

 Joan Stebbing 9489 6476 

 Pam Tout 9488 9807 

Appointees   

Accessions Jennifer  Wallin 9983 1871 

Book Sales Margaret Holland 9488 5452 

Catering Vicki Williams 0401  914  524 

Computer Systems Peter Stehn 9489 9488 

Curators Ann Barry 9144 6480 

Built Heritage Group Lorna  Watt 0402  028  034 

 Trish Thomson 9499 8659 

Historian Editor Lorna Watt 0402  028  034 

Indexing  Beth Facer 9988 0823 

Newsletter Editor Geoff  Little               editor@khs.org.au 

Public Officer Helen Whitsed 9416 5825 

Research Team Leader Joan Stebbing 9489  6476 

Tour Contact Yvette Reeve 0414 249 737 

Speakers’ Programme Beverley Dunstan  9419 8526 

Volunteer Coordinator Jill Nicholson 9144 6948 

Web  Masters  Peter  Stehn 9489 9488 

 Ralph  Davis       

Welfare Officer Jill Nicholson 9144 6948 

DIARY   DATES 
 
MAY  2021 
 
Thursday 27 :   Hyde Park Barracks  Tour            
                            

 JUNE  2021 

Saturday  5  :   2pm -Family History Group meeting.  

                          Early history of Millers Point 

                          Presenter  :  Ralph  Hawkins 

  

Saturday 19 :   2pm - General  Meeting                                                               

     The Hassall Family in Australia 

                           Presenter  :  John  Brooks  

  

Thursday 24 :  Sub Base Platypus Tour  

 

 JULY  2021 

Saturday  3  :   2pm -Family History Group meeting.  

                          Forum :   My first ancestor to step  

                                            onto Australian Soil.     

                                        

Saturday 17 :   2pm - General  Meeting                                                               

     Three Vietnam Wars from 1954 to 1975 

                           Presenter  :  David  Wilkins  OAM 

                         Treasurer’s   Report 

April 2021 resulted in a surplus of $276.60 due to new 
Memberships, Research requests, Book Sales and the 
very successful re-introduction of Tours. 

Bank Details 

Ku-ring-gai Historical Society              Westpac Bank 

BSB:   032-083                                     Account No:   248971 

Looking forward to our next Monthly Meeting.  Please 
all still stay safe and well. 

                                                               Marilyn van Eerde 

    

               More Tales from the Past  
 

              THE WARRAWEE OUTRAGE. 

 
                                          SMH, Monday 26th August 1907 

Mr. James Hindson, who was assaulted and 

robbed while proceeding to his home through the 

bush near Warrawee railway station, is              

progressing towards recovery. No clue has been 

found to indicate the offenders! 
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                          For correspondence :- 
 The Secretary    ~        secretary@khs.org.au  

 Membership      ~       membership@khs.org.au  

 KHS website     ~        webmaster@khs.org.au  


