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I would like to thank all those members and
visitors who braved one of the worst weather
days that we have experienced for some time to
attend our first General Meeting for 2021. Even
our
secretary, Judith Godden ventured out
following her recovery from a back injury. She
even recorded the Minutes!
Also, my thanks to members of the Committee
and other volunteers for helping with all the extra
preparation required for meetings while we have
to contend with COVID regulations.
It was great to see everyone after such a long
break and to have a chat over afternoon tea,
prepared by Vicki Williams, following Jenny
Joyce’s very interesting talk on female
bushrangers.
As it was not possible during 2020, we have taken
the opportunity over the past few weeks to meet
with some of our new members for the first time.
It was great to hear their interesting stories and
backgrounds over morning tea. We hope they
will enjoy their membership and we look forward
to their involvement with KHS.
Following a request from Jenny and Andy Joyce
to relinquish their positions as administrators of
our Facebook account, Ralph Davis has kindly
offered to take over this task. Even though to
some of us Facebook is like a ‘foreign language’,
we need to embrace and use new ways of
communication moving into the future.
Take care
Lorna Watt

———————— // ————————
Our May General
Meeting speaker is

Dick Whitaker

Family
History
Group
We are so glad that David Wilkins agreed to
postpone his talk until our next meeting on May 1.
His subject is ‘His Family History From Brecon to
Broken Hill and the process of writing it’. As
members will know from hearing David talk about
Rallying the Troops, he is a very experienced speaker
and writer and I am sure his talk will be both
entertaining and informative.
Our June meeting will be a talk by Ralph Hawkins
that was postponed last year due to COVID-19. This
talk is on the early history of Millers Point. Usually
Ralph follows his talk with a walking tour of the area
and we are hopeful that the KHS Tour Group may be
able to arrange such a tour in the near future.
During the COVID recess, the Family History
Group has been tidying up some of the shelves and
have sorted out many old newsletters from various
other family history groups (both here and overseas).
We have decided to only keep the SAG Descent
magazine and the RAHS Journal. Both these
magazines contain very useful, well researched
information for the family historian. These are
indexed and available to read in the Research Centre.
The remaining newsletters have been sorted into
bundles and will be available (Free!!) to members at
the next few meetings. If you are researching family
from a particular area have a look at the bundles –
there could be some relevant information there for
you.
We have had some interesting visitors to our Family
History Fridays of late and are always pleased to be
able to assist with their research. Please join us if you
want some help getting started or if you have found
some brickwalls. (Two heads or three are often better
than one). It’s great, too, to see members coming in to
avail themselves of our facilities – we are so lucky to
have such great information available either on the
computers or in our library.
Make the most of it!
Sue Holmes

( For details see page 6 )

Book Notes by KHS members

The next German SIG meeting is planned
for Monday, 7 June 2021 at 1:30 pm. The main
agenda item planned for the next meeting is a
presentation by Christine Edwards and Tony
Karrasch on the potential of RootsChat as a German
family history research tool.

Mark Dunn, The Convict Valley. The Bloody Struggle
on Australia’s Early Frontier, Allen & Unwin, 2020.
Reviewed by Judith Godden.
This is an excellently written
book that will especially appeal
to those with an interest in
early colonial history (until
around the 1830s) and/or the
Hunter Valley. The title is a
little misleading as it is much
more than about convicts, the
sub-title is more revealing. The
book’s great strength is its
exploration of the reactions of
the indigenous owners to the
increasing numbers of convicts,
free settlers and army personnel. Where there is
insufficient evidence, Mark Dunn offers informed
speculation about indigenous perceptions. The book’s
origin as a PhD thesis is shown in its extensive, up-todate research and the influence of theorists from the
USA. However, it wears its erudition lightly. The
Epilogue reveals the debt to family history – both
Mark Dunn’s parents are descended from convicts
who lived in the Hunter. There are 16 pages of
informative illustrations and the text is relatively brief
at just over 200 pages. Read it for a nuanced and
accurate understanding of the process of Australian
colonial settlement.

Peter Stehn

New Members
We extend a warm welcome to the following
members who recently joined the Society.
Jane HARRIS

from

Gordon

Anne DOWLING

from

North Turramurra

Rosemary BALDWIN

from

Warrawee

Robin STOKES

from

North Turramurra

and to Louise BROMLEY whose husband Ken
joined us in August
lastBiddulph
year.
Annie
We hope you all find your membership rewarding,
and look forward to your participation in our
activities over the next few months as we return to
normal.

Optimist v Pessimist
A family had twin boys whose only resemblance to
each other was their looks. Opposite in every way,
one was an eternal optimist, the other a doom and
gloom pessimist. Just to see what would happen,
on Christmas day their father loaded the pessimist’s
room with every imaginable toy and game. The
optimist’s room he loaded with horse manure. That
night the father passed by the pessimist’s room and
found him sitting amid his new gifts crying bitterly.
“Why are you crying?” the father asked.
“Because my friends will be jealous, I’ll have to
read all these instructions before I can do anything
with this stuff, I’ll constantly need batteries, and my
toys will eventually get broken” answered the
pessimist twin. Passing the optimist twin’s room,
the father found him dancing for joy in the pile
of manure. “What are you so happy about?” he
asked. To which his optimist twin replied,
“There’s got to be a pony in here somewhere!”

(this review also appears in the Ryde District Historical
Society newsletter)

———————— // ————————
The
German Special Interest
Group
The KHS German Special Interest Group met on
Monday, 12 April 2021, the first meeting since 10
February 2020. Ten members, including one new
member, were present and all expressed their joy and
enthusiasm at finally getting together after the long
hiatus.
In view of the long absence, the formal agenda was
abandoned and the meeting consisted of reports from
each member on their German family history-related
activities over the past year.
All the stories were entertaining and informative with
some tales especially amusing. Leone got the ‘prize’
for the most amusing with her animated description
of the 350 page German/English translation task
occupying most of her 2020 spare time. Dedication to
be admired!
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Sydney City. In evidence, he said that his son was a
single man, addicted to drink but was quiet in
disposition. He said that his son brought a horse from
Sutherland for Griffiths and he heard that there had
been a quarrel between the pair over a cheque.

Murder of Mountford Cook
Part One

On 31st March 1922, about twenty policemen
searched the scrub at Gordon for the instrument
supposed to have been used to cause the death of
Mountford Cook (1879-1922) on 24th March. No
implement was found but some important discoveries were made. Marks of a wheelbarrow were found
leading to the point where the body was found. No
barrow with a tyre measurement corresponding,
could be found in the vicinity. The police believed
that the instrument used had been thrown into a
creek about 100 yards from where the body was
found. A bottle found near the body was sent to the
Government Analyst for examination of its contents.
It was presumed to have contained beer. Mountford
Cook was born in Lindfield.

Following three days of
close questioning, on 4th
April the police charged
Taliesin Griffiths, aged 31,
with the murder of Cook
on 24th March. Griffith
protested, “I have been
detained for six days and
know nothing about the
murder. I ask you not to
remand me for long, for
each day I am suffering
more".
Remand
was
Taliesin Griffith
granted and bail was
refused. The police said they had good reasons for
opposing bail but were not prepared to disclose them
at present. On 26th May, bail was granted on a surety
of £500.

Mountford Cook lived in a tent in McIntosh Street
and his body was found in bush near Clifford Street
where Taliesin Griffiths was building a house for
Robert Willard.

For a time, Cook had been in the employ of Griffiths
who was building a cottage in Gordon. Cook was last
seen alive on 24th March. On that day, the accused
and Cook met at the Green Gate hotel and to
onlookers it seemed that Griffiths was incensed with
Cook. Several witnesses gave evidence of seeing the
pair in the Green Gate Hotel. Alfred Carpenter,
labourer, said that he was seated outside when Cook
walked up and told him that “Griffiths had paid him
his cheque”. While they were talking, Griffiths
approached Cook, nudged him and said “What the ------ are you squeaking for? You got your money”.
On Friday 12th May 1922, the Acting Coroner resumed the inquiry into the death of Mountford, a
carter, otherwise known as “Bully”, who lived a
solitary life in a tent in McIntosh Street, Gordon. His
body was found in scrub on 24th March near Clifford
Street. He had a battered head, having received 13
wounds to the head.

Relationship of McIntosh and Clifford Streets, Gordon

Initially the police thought evidence suggested that
the death was an accident. They suspected that
Cook was drunk and had fallen 15 feet from the top
of rocks to the ground below, causing head injuries.
The body was clothed in a shirt, trousers and
hob-nail boots. A bag containing half a loaf of stale
bread and a small quantity of beer was found a
short distance from the body.

When Frances Griffiths was interviewed on 28th
March at Griffiths’ residence, The Kings Way,
Sutherland, she said that she and her husband had
lived at Sutherland for two years and that when
Griffiths finished erecting Willard’s cottage in
Gordon, he planned to build on some land in
Sutherland that was in his name. Cook was to come
and live with them.

Later, it was reported that Cook had had financial
dealings with Taliesin Griffiths several days prior,
and took action which caused Griffiths to threaten to
punch him.

Cook’s father, John Cook, lived in Elizabeth Street,
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When the police interviewed Griffiths on 28th March,
he stated that he knew Cook well and the last time he

March. Griffiths employed Cook on the building.
After a while Griffiths said, “I see in the paper that
old Bully Cook has died. It must have been rather
near your place by all accounts. It’s a pity the old cow
did not get a bit further away to die”. He also said
that the cheque he had been referring to had been
paid.

saw him was “On Friday last at 6.00pm when Cook
was in a dray leaving the hotel at Gordon. He was
sober and had some beer in the cart”. The police
said that when they examined Griffiths’ clothing,
they found some drops of blood on it. When asked
if he had any cuts on his arms or legs Griffiths
answered “No”, adding he could not explain why
the blood stains were found on his trousers. Later
he asked what he would be charged with if a man
had attacked him, and he struck and killed him. He
was informed the sentence would depend on the
verdict. He then commenced to cry and said, “I
won’t say any more”.

The coroner committed Griffiths for trial on the
charge of having murdered Mountford Cook.
Griffiths reserved his defence and bail was refused.
The trial commenced on 7th June 1922. Griffiths
exercised freely his right of challenge. He rejected
fifteen jurors. The Crown ordered two to stand aside.

Jessie Amelia McIntosh, the widow licensee of the
Green Gate, said she had known Cook for about
seventeen years and had always regarded him as
one of the most inoffensive men she had ever
known. In February she cashed a cheque drawn by
Griffiths for Cook but the bank returned it marked
‘present again’. On 20th March it was paid. The last
she saw of him was when he drove off in his dray
toward Gordon. She said that Cook and Griffiths
often drank together in her hotel in a friendly way.

John Frederick Creek, motor driver, detailed a
conversation he had had with Cook on 22nd March.
Cook asked him for the loan of four shillings, saying
that he would not do so only a fellow had given him
a dud cheque. Creek said that if a man did that to
him, he would summon him. Cook replied, “You
dare
not Muddle
say two words to this chap, or he would
Hubert
knock you”. No names were mentioned.
Detective Clerke stated that on 31st March, Griffiths
asked him what chance he thought he had, adding “I
know things look very black against me. I was the
last seen with Bully Cook and he was found dead
practically in the same street where I work”. Griffiths
then stopped talking and walked up and down a few
times. He then said, “I am worrying over a bottle”.
Later in the conversation Griffiths said, “I know a
man is just as likely to get life for manslaughter as for
murder.”
(Part 2 will appear in the June newsletter)

Olive Patterson, living in Gordon, said that she last
saw Cook alive at 4.00pm on 24th March at Willard’s
house. At 8.00pm, Griffiths came to her fence and
called out in a strange voice that startled her asking,
“What is the time?”. She had seen him and Cook at
the house and remarked to her mother-in-law that
they had been drinking. There was no sound of
working at Griffiths’ place that night and the house
was in darkness.
Luke Bruddell, a baker of Coogee, said that he saw
Cook at the Green Gate Hotel on 24th March. A man
said to Cook, “It is a bit rough to make a man give
you a hit.” They were arguing and a cheque was
mentioned.

{The material used in the preparation of this article came from Trove.}

James Frances McMahon, a contractor, living in
Lane Cove Road, Pymble, said he was engaged
renovating the Green Gate Hotel. Cook was in his
employ until the Friday before his death. He last
Harry Arford
saw him alive about 5.00pm on 24th March, when he
paid him £1.16s in wages. When he left, Cook was
sitting on a bench drinking with Griffiths.

The RootsTech Connect

Morrison Hammond

———————— // ————————
RootsTech Connect

Rupert Willard, clerk of Gordon, said that he had
engaged Griffiths to build a cottage. He went to the
site on 24th March, expecting that Griffiths would be
there but he could not find him. Griffiths’ suitcases
were there, packed up. The next day Willard went
to the cottage and found a note from Griffiths
referring to the building. The note was not there the
previous evening. Willard next saw Griffiths on 28th

conference took place in
February. But it isn’t over
yet. Almost all of the
features will be available
until February next year.
You can still watch all the
sessions, download the
handouts, look at the
Innovators Portal, explore
the Expo Hall and listen to

the Keynote speakers.
As you would expect, there are lots of sessions on
DNA, but there are also many sessions on British
Genealogy, Australian Genealogy and even German
and
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and Polynesian Genealogy! Learn how to create a
family tree, learn research strategies and how to look
after your photos. And under Traditions and Heritage
you can learn about food and traditions from different
cultures and even learn how to add colour to black and
white photos.

Mary teamed up with a convict Michael Howe and they
joined the John Whitehead gang. After Whitehead died,
Howe became the leader of the gang, committing robbery
and murder. The Police chased the gang but Mary could not
keep up with them and was captured. She then helped the
Police find Howe. For her help she was pardoned and sent
to Sydney.

Most sessions are about 20 minutes, but some are 5
minutes, and some are just 1 minute, so you don’t have
to spend all day staring at the screen.
To get the most from the conference you should log in
to your FamilySearch account. Once logged in you can
create your personal playlist comprised of sessions you
have marked to watch later. Creating a FamilySearch
account costs nothing. If you don’t want to do that you
can still watch the sessions, you just can’t create a
playlist.

Next was Mary Ann Bugg who
was born in 1834 in Gloucester
and who was half aboriginal by
her mother. Mary, during her
life, was arrested for vagrancy
and possession of
stolen
goods. She married Edmund
Baker when she was very
young and when he died she
took up with John
Burrows
and James McNally and finally
married Fred Ward who was
known as Captain Thunderbolt.
Mary referred to herself as ‘ The
Captain’s Lady’. Mary had 15
known children with four men.

Mary Ann Bugg

Next was Mary Herd (known as
Mrs. Winter), born abt. 1796 in London, and transported to
Australia for 14 years for forgery. In 1820 Mary was
assigned to Robert Winter who had a small leasehold on the
Nepean. In 1821 Robert and Mary married. In 1825 they
were charged with being drunk and with stolen property.
Robert was found guilty but Mary was discharged as there
was insufficient evidence. Mary then teamed up with the
bushranger John Tennant.

And the best thing is that it’s all free.
The only things not still available are the show specials
offered by vendors, the Chat feature, and the Relatives
at RootsTech.
So why not go to https://rootstech.org/ and start
watching?

———————— // ———————–‘Not Always the Gentler Sex – Female Bush Rangers’
Our Immediate Past President, Jenny Joyce, gave us a
fascinating insight into the lives of some female
bushrangers.
The first one, Mary Cockerill, born abt. 1798, was based
in Tasmania. She was also known as Black Mary.
New town VDL where Black Mary grew up

Jessie Hickman

&

Jessie’s gaol description card

Jenny related more stories of other women including some
who were called bushrangers but really only stole and never
Macquarie
Lighthouse
held people up. There were some
women
whose names
were not ‘Mary’ !!!!
Thank you Jenny for a wonderful and knowledgeable talk.
I recommend our monthly meetings be attended by all
members as our guest speakers always enlighten us to many
aspects of history with accuracy and humour.
Marilyn van Eerde
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Then

Richard (Dick) Whitaker
After graduating from Monash University in Science
in 1968, Dick was conscripted and served two years
in the Army, ending his military career as an infantry
junior officer with 5th Battalion, the Royal Australian
Regiment.

and

Now

The changing environment with development.

This is a 4,000sqm block at 12 Killeaton Street, St
Ives which is being developed as a 10 unit site for
over 55s. It runs from Killeaton Street to its
boundary with Pymble Golf Course. In recent years
the block has been allowed to become overgrown
with bush and trees and a large stand of bamboo on
the street frontage. For a period it was an apiary.

He joined the Bureau of Meteorology soon after and
began a public service career that would last some
thirty-one years.
.
Dick left the Bureau in 2002, but never lost the
‘weather bug’ and came out of retirement to begin
his own meteorological consultancy business. He
was Chief Meteorologist with Sky News Weather up
until 2016 and appeared regularly on radio and
television.

He also wrote an historical coffee table publication
on the photographic history of Sydney called
Sydneyside and has authored and co-authored
thirteen published mathematical papers.

Then ~ February 2020

He remains very interested in history and meteorological education, particularly through television,
radio, and books, and has been author, co-author and
consultant editor of seventeen books about the
weather, including publications for Time-Life and
Reader’s Digest.
Dick is an experienced lecturer and has delivered
numerous lectures on history and the weather to
such groups as Probus, Rotary, Libraries, U3A,
historical societies, schools and business groups.
He has been married for 49 years, has two children
and five grandchildren.

Dick Whitaker returns to tell us of : -

Now ~ February 2021

‘ The Eveleigh Payroll Robbery of 1914’
A story from Sydney’s underworld of yesteryear that
caused a sensation in its day and the first robbery
where an automobile was used as a ‘getaway’
vehicle.

Eveleigh Railway yards

A Moline Knight car
the ’getaway’ vehicle

Morrison Hammond
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KHS Tours
Tour Planning is well underway covering the next four months. The following dates vary from previously advised, as
a result of some of the planning activity. Until further notice all tours will be via public transport and we will advise
suggested train timetables as appropriate.

We were very pleased with members’ response to join the Wicked Waterfront
Walking Tour with Judith Dunn on 27th April. This tour filled very quickly and we
are keenly looking forward to it.
Cnr of Argyle Street and
Millers Road, The Rocks

MAY Thursday 27th.

C 1905

Hyde Park Barracks.

There has been a great deal of work done over
the last 12 months to present the history of this
important early Australian icon. Hyde Park
Barracks is a striking colonial building in the
historic heart of Sydney. Designed in 1817 by
convict architect Francis Greenway on the
orders of Governor Lachlan Macquarie, it first
housed convicts sent from Britain. After the
end of transportation to NSW in the 1840s it
transitioned to offering lodging and hiring services to thousands of female immigrants including the teenage girls fleeing the Great Famine in Ireland. Once a place of fear and brutality, the Barracks became
the centrepiece of social welfare for the colony and a place of hope. The renewed Barracks is as much about stories for
today’s visitors as it is about creating a legacy for future generations. The refurbished Barracks offers a new way of
exploring the past with an innovative immersive experience utilising new technology, using headsets to interact with
the displays throughout the museum to bring history to life. You will also see the painted wooden signposts in the
courtyard, commissioned by Sydney Living Museums, which represent the stories and identities of the many people
who lived and worked at the Hyde Park Barracks from 1829 to 1887, convicts, immigrants and asylum inmates and the
officials who controlled their lives.
We will travel by train with lunch, at own cost, at a rather interesting venue, after which our team can explore the
nearby Mint at leisure.
Tour cost will be $25 for members and $30 for non-members.
If you are interested in joining this tour, please contact Yvette by ‘phone, 0414 249 737 or email
yreeve@optusnet.com.au and details will be emailed to you as they come to hand.
Tour bookings will open on Tuesday, 4 th May, 2021 and will close Tuesday 11th May 2021. Bookings can be made in
person at the KHS Research room between 10 am and 12 noon on opening day only. Otherwise bookings can be made
by EFT before 11th May. If you wish to book by EFT please email Yvette at yreeve@optusnet.com.au when you will be
placed on a waiting list and you will be supplied with EFT details. Bookings will only be confirmed once payment is
received. Please note that with all our tours we have a strict non-refundable policy.

JUNE Thursday 24th.

Sub Base Platypus at Neutral Bay.

Participants will meet at Circular Quay and travel by ferry to the Sub
Base. This two- hour guided tour will commence at 10.30 am and
discusses the different types of submarines operated by the RAN over
time, the torpedo factory which operated on the Platypus site, the
Japanese midget submarine attack on Sydney and much more. Late
lunch will be at the City Extra restaurant at Circular Quay following an
extended return ferry trip to the Quay. Further details will be in the
KHS June Newsletter.

JULY Thursday 22nd.

Australian Museum, College Street.

This iconic Sydney Museum has recently undergone complete refurbishing in the last 12 months and offers some remarkable and interesting exhibits. More information will be advised in the next newsletter.
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ADMINISTRATION

DIARY DATES
APRIL 2021
Tuesday 27 : Wicked Waterfront Tour
MAY 2021
Saturday 1 :

2pm - Family History Group meeting
From Brecon to Brocken Hill
Presenter : David Wilkins

Saturday 15 : 2pm - General Meeting
Eveleigh Payroll Robbery of 1914
Presenter : Dick Whitaker

President
Vice President
Treasurer

Lorna Watt
Annet Latham
Marilyn van Eerde

0402 028 034
0431 479 987
0418 269 126

Secretary
Past President
Committee

Judith Godden
Jenny Joyce
Ralph Davis
Neil Falconer
Morrison Hammond
Geoff Little
Yvette Reeve
Sue Holmes, Convenor
Susan Alder
Jo Harris OAM
Margaret Holland
Jean Smith
Joan Stebbing
Pam Tout

0408 967 937
0404 473 767

Family History Group

Thursday 27 : Hyde Park Barracks Tour
JUNE 2021

Saturday 5 : 2pm -Family History Group meeting.
Early history of Millers Point
Presenter : Ralph Hawkins

Appointees
Accessions
Book Sales
Catering
Computer Systems
Curators
Built Heritage Group

Saturday 19 : 2pm - General Meeting
The Hassall Family in Australia
Presenter : John Brooks
Thursday 24 : Sub Base Platypus Tour
For correspondence :The Secretary ~
secretary@khs.org.au
Membership

~

membership@khs.org.au

KHS website

~

webmaster@khs.org.au

Tales from the Past.
On Friday a woman pressed her fondness upon
an infant which by dint of address she artfully
wheedled from the mother’s arms; after a few
chirrups and caresses she parted with the little
idol with much unwillingness, and instantly
disappeared, with a dollar she had managed
unperceived to take from the little creature’s
hand.

9488 7293
0425 303 525
0411 885 870
0414 249 737
0414 255 003
0409 981 605
9489 4393
9488 5452
9498 4468
9489 6476
9488 9807

Historian Editor
Indexing
Newsletter Editor

Jennifer Wallin
Margaret Holland
Vicki Williams
Peter Stehn
Ann Barry
Lorna Watt
Trish Thomson
Lorna Watt
Beth Facer
Geoff Little

9983 1871
9488 5452
0401 914 524
9489 9488
9144 6480
0402 028 034
9499 8659
0402 028 034
9988 0823
editor@khs.org.au

Public Officer
Tour Contact
Speakers’ Programme
Volunteer Coordinator
Web Masters

Helen Whitsed
Yvette Reeve
Beverley Dunstan
Jill Nicholson
Peter Stehn

9416 5825
0414 249 737
9419 8526
9144 6948
9489 9488

Welfare Officer

Ralph Davis
Jill Nicholson

9144 6948

Research Centre
The Centre is open on Tuesdays from 10am to 12noon.
For Family History, the Centre is open on Fridays
by appointment only. Enquiries to the Family History
Group convenor.

5 August 1804

© Ku-ring-gai Historical Society Inc. and authors. The
content may be reproduced as sourced from this
newsletter with acknowledgment to named authors.

Treasurer’s Report

Newsletter Deadline

March resulted in income derived from seven new
Members, two Built Heritage Research requests and
several book sales. We did, however, have to pay our
annual subscription to Ancestry, our annual fee to
Ku-ring-gai Council for our twice monthly meeting
rooms and Insurance. This resulted in a deficit for
March of $5,191.78

Please send email copy for publication to
editor@khs.org.au as early as possible, but no later than
13th of each month. Items will only be accepted from
members of KHS. Copy is accepted on the basis that Kuring-gai Historical Society has editing rights and that
readers can reproduce it in whole or in part with
acknowledgment. If possible, material should be in
electronic form, with as little formatting as possible, e.g.
no bullets, coloured type, indenting or styles.

Marilyn van Eerde
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