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Even though a few restrictions have been eased for 
the path forward for us to emerge from the present 
lockdown, unfortunately it will not be enough   
freedom for us to hold any face-to-face meetings for 
the remainder of this year. That is the ‘not-so-good 
news’. 

However, I do have some GOOD NEWS!  

At our last Committee Meeting, following offers of 
assistance, it was decided to hold our October and 
November General Meetings virtually, using Zoom         
technology. Details have yet to be worked through 
and  finalised, but I hope you will enjoy this new 
experience with us, even if there may be a few     
hiccups.  

The link to join the meetings will be emailed to all 
members by membership secretary, Annet Latham, 
prior to the relevant dates. 

My thanks to our secretary Judith Godden and John 
Cameron for their offer to host the zoom meetings 
and attend to the technicalities. I am also grateful to 
KHS member Chris Edye for his offer to be the 
speaker for the 16 October meeting (please see     
details opposite). 

Hopefully, by next year we will have more freedom 
and will be able to return to our customary General 
and Family History meetings. We are also planning 
to hold the 2021 Annual General Meeting,          
combined with the delayed 2020 AGM, before the 
end of March.  

In the meantime, I hope you will be able to be part 
of our first Zoom meeting. 

Take care, 

                                                             Lorna Watt                                                     

             Our  first Zoom meeting. 

                       Saturday  16th October  2021   

This general meeting will be our first to take place 
via Zoom when our guest speaker, Chris Edye, will 
present ‘Alfred Wright’s Autograph Book’. 

On his retirement from a  
career in university            
administration, Chris 
joined the Ku-ring-gai  
Historical    Society.  He 
became involved with our 
‘Rallying the Troops’   
project and wrote over 100 
biographies and five     
chapters for our renowned 
series of books about      
Ku-ring-gai’s  contribution 
to the First World War 
effort. 

 Subsequently, Chris researched and wrote the story 
of Alfred Wright’s autograph book, and this is what 
he will be speaking to us about.  The story has been 
published as a book with the title ‘Alfred Wright’s         
Autograph Book’. 

In 1916, Alfred Wright enlisted 
in the AIF. After training at 
the Engineer Officer Training 
School in Moore Park and at 
Roseville, he embarked aboard 
HMAT A14  Euripides, headed 
for Britain in 1917.  On the 
voyage he bought an            
autograph book and, over the 
next 4 years, during his time at 
war and on the way home, 
more than 100 of the people he 

met signed it. This is the story of   Alfred Wright’s 
war - the places, the times and, of course, Alfred-  
illuminated by the stories of some of those he met, 
and his return to a changed Australia.  

Join us via Zoom for this  meeting.                                   

Details for joining the  Zoom meeting will be                             
provided to all members prior to 16th October. 

 

       Chris  Edye 

                         Tales  from  the  Past 

Judge Advocate Richard Atkins was a pioneer of         
Australia’s legal System. Intelligent and cultured, 
drunk and peculiar, occasionally Atkins was creative in 
his sentencing.                            5  April   1807                                                                       
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     Official Opening of the Charles Bean Oval  

On 4 September 2021, at a virtual Zoom event, the 
mayor of Ku-ring-gai, Cr. Jennifer Anderson,         
officially opened the Charles Bean Oval located at the 
end of Eton Road, Lindfield. This valuable sporting 
field, with an all-weather synthetic surface, is         
adjacent to the two-storey Blair Wark VC             
Community Centre, in Dunstan Grove.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Two of the invited guests, representing Ku-ring-gai 
Historical Society, were Kathie Rieth OAM and      
myself. 

Captain Ryan Southgate from 2nd/17th Battalion  
Royal NSW Regiment (2/17 RNSWR) spoke of 
Charles Bean’s life and career, of his birth in Bathurst 
and his relocation to England for later education   
including at Oxford University. He returned to    
Australia in 1904 to practise as a lawyer before    
turning to journalism four years later. In 1914 he   
became Australia’s official war correspondent for 
World War I. Bean went ashore at Gallipoli on 25 
April 1915, just a few hours after the dawn landing; 
he was later wounded there, was mentioned in     
despatches and remained on the  peninsula until the 
final days of  the December   evacuation. Filling over 
220 notebooks on the   battlefields of Gallipoli and 
the Western Front with stories, sketches and           
diagrams, Bean not only   prepared for the  massive  
task  of    writing    and       editing the official history 
of the war (12 volumes) but also in 1916 at 
Pozières he resolved that the men, their ordeal and 
sacrifice should never be forgotten. He envisaged the 
development of a  major Australian memorial       
museum, a concept that materialised with the        
establishment in 1941 of the iconic Australian War     
Memorial. 

Charles Bean’s granddaughter, Anne Carroll OAM, 
addressed the gathering on aspects of his life and 
character including detail of Bean’s close interest in, 
and contribution to, parks, playgrounds and national 
fitness. He became the founder of the Parks and   
Playgrounds Movement in NSW which was                    
instrumental in bringing together early town        
planning and conservation movements to ensure an 
extensive network of green spaces throughout the 
Greater Sydney Region, ranging from playgrounds 

and sporting fields to public gardens and bushland 
parks.  

It is appropriate that this famous former                 
Ku-ring-gai resident should have his name          
remembered with such a significant sporting field 
as this.  

Charles Bean Oval and Blair Wark VC Community 
Centre are part of the Defence Housing Australia    
development, Crimson Hill. There are a number of 
streets and buildings to commemorate the names 
of some Australian Victoria Cross recipients from 
World War I, names such as William Dunstan,  
Frederick Tubb, John Hamilton, Alfred Shout and    
Leonard Keysor. The Victoria Cross is of course, 
the highest Australian award for gallantry ‘in the 
face of the enemy’* while the name Crimson Hill 
was   selected in recognition of the rich, vibrant  
colour of the VC medal ribbon. The only one of 
these men with a close connection to Ku-ring-gai 
was Blair Wark VC whose extraordinary feats are 
described in detail in Rallying the Troops, Volume 
IV, pp. 52-3 and 464-7.   

Charles Bean was himself a long-time resident of    
Roseville and Lindfield. You can read more on this 
extraordinary historian in Rallying the Troops,      
Volume I, pp.123-127. 

* Queen Victoria herself had originally decreed that 
the medal could be awarded only “to those Officers 
and Men who have served Us in the presence of the Ene-
my and shall then have performed some signal act of   
valour or devotion to their Country”. It was also the 
Queen who altered the medal inscription from ‘For 
the Brave’ to ‘For Valour’  

                                                    David Wilkins  OAM  

 

Charles Bean  (Photo: AWM website) 

     Charles Bean Oval. 

The Charles Bean Oval plaque. 
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                                                                   New     Member 

In August we have had 1 new member join our Society. Welcome to the Society.                       

    

 Martin  TEULAN  from   Killara 

 

We hope you will find your membership rewarding, and look forward to your   participation in 

the many activities we have to offer once we recover from this current lockdown.  

 

          The Garden in the Bush 

             »   Swain Gardens   « 

 

Almost a secret, this secluded bushland garden is  
hidden amongst houses in a quiet part of Killara. It 
has its entrance at No 77 Stanhope Road. 

Swain Gardens was created by Arthur Newling 
(Mick) Swain, a Sydney bookseller, keen gardener, 
bird watcher and photographer who inherited Swain 
& Co Pty Ltd bookshop in Pitt Street, Sydney, a    
business which was founded in 1895 by his father 
Harry Charles Maitland Swain. 

Originally part of a natural bushland valley sloping 
towards a creek, the site lent itself to terracing which 
was designed to capture the views. Arthur built the 
gardens behind his home from a limited palette of 
materials which were readily available such as    
sandstone, concrete and timber. The gardens evolved 
little by little. The native rock was excavated on site 
and Lebanese stonemasons were engaged to construct 
the retaining walls. Plantings of cold climate trees 
such as magnolias, rhododendrons, camellias and  
ornamental exotics were Arthur’s preference. 

A plaque on one of the two bridges located within the 
gardens reads:  

The bridge is constructed of stone taken from the Tank  
Stream during excavations for Mr Swain’s city store. 

Upon his death in 1973 Arthur Swain bequeathed 
his garden to the National Trust. Neglected for a 
number of years, many of the plants were lost or 
damaged by vandals and the gardens became 
grossly overgrown with weeds before being    
transferred to Ku-ring-gai Council in 1980. A team 
of willing garden club volunteers and a dedicated 
community assisted Council over the years to     
reclaim the gardens to their former glory. The    
gardens are now managed as community land by 
the Council and supported by ‘Friends of Swain 
Gardens’, a group of dedicated volunteers. 

Home to a variety of unique plant species, Swain 
Gardens are open daily and entry is free. 

 While we are restricted by the COVID-19 situation, 
why not spend an hour or two strolling in this hid-
den treasure enjoying the beautiful spring flowers 
and lovely sheltered walks? 

                                                       Lorna  Watt
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                ELECTRONIC     PERFECTION 

 

The ‘spell check’ feature of computers is a boon to  

people who are sometimes in too much of a hurry to 

check their spelling. The following offers a warning to 

all of us: 

                  Eye have a spelling chequer 

                  It came with my pea sea 

                  It plainly marques four my revue 

                  Miss steaks eye kin knot sea. 

 

                  Eye strike a quay and type a word 

                  And weight four it two say 

                  Weather eye am wrong or write, 

                  It shows me strait aweigh. 

 

                  As soon as a mist ache is maid 

                  It nose bee fore two long 

                  And eye can put the error rite 

                  Its rare lea ever wrong. 

 

                  Eye have run this poem threw it 

                  I am shore your pleased two no 

                  Its letter perfect awl the weigh 

                  My chequer tolled me sew. 

                                                            Lawna   Wot 

            ————————  //  ————————      

 

We might have become a ‘Bunyip Aristocracy’! 
 

This is a review of Peter Cochrane’s  book Colonial  
Ambitions: The Foundations of Australian Democracy    
(MUP 2006). 

It is the story of how the eminent landholders of NSW 
plotted to transfer power from Downing Street to 
themselves, only to see it usurped by their enemies - 
the artisans, shopkeepers and renegade gentry of   
Sydney. This is political history as human drama. 

This could be a deadly dull subject but Peter has 
worked out how to write the book so that it is not only 
historically accurate but entertaining to a wide         
audience at the same time. Very few people now get a 
sense of history from books as most people today learn 
their history from television. With publishers thinking 4 

                                   

        Our Mr Fixit 

 

Since joining KHS in 1990 Peter Bidencope has  
worked behind the scenes quietly, reliably and 
efficiently. He is possibly best known to many as 
the person who, for many years, operated the    
microphones and recordings at our meetings. 

Amongst his many other talents, he has an        
extremely practical mind when it comes to 
‘things’ as well as capable hands that can make 
‘things’ work when they break down, skills     
possibly learnt during his ‘working life’ in       
electronics and building materials. 

Being a practical hands-on person, Peter has, up 
until recently, been Mr Fixit for the Society   
whenever ‘fixing’ of furniture or anything else 
was needed. Over the years he also constructed 
special items and refurbished display cases. 

He has also volunteered his time to the Society in 
other areas, including serving for a period on the 
Committee. 

We have received notification from Peter that he 
has sold his home of 62 years at St Ives and 
moved to Avalon to be nearer his son and has 
therefore resigned as a member of KHS. 

Peter has asked us to pass on his kind regards and 
best wishes to everyone. Of course, we also wish 
him all the best for his ‘sea change’. 

 

AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE  

FROM THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 

Thank you to all members who have paid their 

fees during these difficult times. 

Your fees enable the Society to keep functioning,  

because even in lockdown we still have many 

fixed overheads including rent payable to Ku-

ring-gai   Municipal Council. At present my con-

cern is 3 deposits made by members directly 

through their Westpac branches without supply-

ing any accompanying identifying information 

and therefore the payments cannot be allocated 

to their KHS account.  

The details of these deposits are as follows: 

  July -             $45 at the St Ives branch 

 August –       $30 at the Crows Nest branch 

 September – $35 also at the Crows Nest branch 

                               Is this you?  

Please contact me on 0431-479-987 or 9440-3998 

if you made any of these deposits. 
 

                 Thank you,     Annet   Latham 
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only of sales figures, historical scholars have a hard 
time finding a sympathetic publisher - thank     
goodness for MUP. 

Wrestling self-government from our colonial     
masters in the second half of the nineteenth century 
involved no fields of battle, no blood-letting, no 
treason trials and nothing was swept away in a   
political whirlwind. How can this be made           
interesting? Peter’s answer is a character driven  
biographical narrative. “You don’t need blood or 
mud” he says “You just need great characters and it 
is historians, not novelists, who have the best    
characters”.   

There are indeed some great characters in this book 
but William Charles Wentworth is central to the 
story and looms large. Peter speaks warmly of him. 
Wentworth was immensely talented, ferociously 
driven and  deeply flawed - an ‘angry, arrogant, 

vindictive visionary - one of the 
great characters of Australian 
history’. His family papers and 
records in the Mitchell were a 
rich source of material for the 
book and the story is a double 
helix - the political history   
turning around the biographical 
thread of Wentworth and his 
family. 

  Wentworth is the great anti-hero 
of this story, the great opponent of democracy who 
fails, but he was also the greatest politician to have 
fought for independence from the 1830s. His public 
and private lives were equally complex. We can  
only imagine his torment at being one of the great    
landholders and Sydney identities yet, because he 
and his wife had some traces of convict ancestry, 
they were not invited into the houses of their 
‘equals’.  

What must he have felt when the husband of his 
much loved daughter, Thomasina, forbade her to 
have any contact with her parents because of this 
supposed ‘tainted blood’? Her parents’ letters show 
their constant consternation and pain and        
Wentworth was always looking for revenge. ‘I’ll 
defeat my colonial oppressors’ he wrote - meaning 
both those in England and Australia. 

Wentworth, defeated, went back to England in 1880 
and it was ‘the humanity of the lived life’ of this 
complex man which caused Peter to choose the   
biographical narrative for the book - to our, and  
history’s, good fortune. 

In contrast to Wentworth’s privileged life another 
‘larger than life’ character of this story, Henry 
Parkes, ‘did it hard’ for many years in a                
bewildering variety of occupations. Eventually he 
opened a toy shop at 25 Lower Hunter St, Sydney 

and this became the meeting place for many of those 
artisans, shopkeepers and renegade gentry who also 
wanted independence from England. However, they 
wanted a true democracy and not the ‘bunyip          
aristocracy’ being promoted by Wentworth and his 
fellow landholders. In simple terms it was property 
versus the lack of it. 

In the back of the toy shop 
they practised their oratory 
and       debating which was 
to stand them in such good 
stead on the     hustings in 
the years ahead. Parkes was        
pre-eminent in his    ability 
to ‘hold a crowd’ and whip 
up their   enthusiasm. This 
was all viewed with horror 

by the great landholders 
and there was paranoia 

about ‘the mob’ going wild around town. Democracy 
in the 1880s was like communism here in the 50s - 
greatly feared. 

Politics in mid 19th century NSW can be seen as a    
desperate and passionate conflict for power and      
resources, becoming more desperate and passionate as 
the moment for self-government in 1856 approached. 
It is a matter of history that the liberal constituents 
won - not the great landholders and quite remarkable 
in that nobody lost their heads. Peter tellingly puts 
this down to ‘our essential Britishness’. 

This book is an essential read - not only for those who 
are fascinated by our past but for those who seek to 
understand why we are what we are today. It is not a 
boring chronology of dates, times and places but a 
lively story which sees the drama resident in the     
record and brings it all to life. It is a tour de force. 

                                                                 Patrick Dodd 

————————  //  ————————    

                        

                                 Tales  from  the  Past 

He [Thomas Jones] was found guilty of perjury and        

sentenced to stand in the pillory for one hour; his ears 

to be nailed thereto and afterwards to be transported 

for 7 years.  

           However , Governor Bligh intervened. 

Yesterday morning Thomas Jones was placed in the 

pillory, which was erected near the parade; pursuant 

to his sentence; HIS EXCELLENTCY having been 

pleased to remit that part requiring the ears of the de-

linquent to be nailed thereto. 

          

                                                           5  April  1807 

 

     W  C  Wentworth 

             Sir  Henry  Parkes 
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Macquarie  Lighthouse 

         Family  
                    History    
                                                  Group 
The NSW and ACT Association of Family History 

Societies Inc. Annual Conference was held on   

Saturday 11 September. Due to COVID the host 

society for 2021, Port Macquarie and District   

Family History Society, decided to try a virtual 

conference and invited other groups of NSW and 

ACT Association of Family History Societies to 

hold mini conferences in their own rooms.  

Once again, our own lockdown circumstances  

intervened and our mini conference was cancelled 

(as were those of the entire state) and so members 

who had booked to attend our gathering were  

only able to watch the conference (relayed by 

YouTube and Zoom) in their own homes. Whilst 

we all missed the camaraderie of being together 

and being able to discuss the presentations (and of 

course the planned lunch and teas), we all enjoyed 

the talks and felt we had learned something from 

the experience. Speakers of note included Martyn 

Killion from NSW State Records and Archives, Dr 

Penny Walters on the ‘Ethical Dilemmas in        

Genealogy’, Clive Smith on ‘Finding the 1821   

Volunteers for the Port Macquarie Penal        

Settlement’, Michelle Patient on ‘Finding Cousins’ 

and Jason Reeve from Ancestry. There were many 

handouts and internet links which I look forward 

to sharing with you at future meetings, workshops 

etc. One point consistently made at the Conference 

was the need to confirm ‘Beyond Reasonable 

Doubt’ all our research conclusions. The use of 

DNA technology was emphasised and I think 

some of us need to explore and understand more 

fully this technology. 

The following day I attended the Annual General 

Meeting and Forum of the NSW and ACT          

Association of Family History Societies on Zoom. 

Once again there was plenty of discussion (and a 

great deal of praise) about the previous day’s   

conference. This led to discussion on the Zoom 

platform and many societies reported that they 

were using Zoom to hold their meetings. Others 
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had tried it and decided against using it.  Many 
agreed that virtual meetings are an alternative to real 
meetings, not a total replacement.   For many of our 
members the Saturday afternoon meetings provide a 
social interaction and friendship but face-to-face  
meetings are not available in this time of lockdown.  

This leads me to discussion of our October and       
November meetings of the Family History Group. It is 
apparent that the meeting room will still be closed on 
2 October.  Judith Dunn prefers to deliver her talks to 
a face-to-face meeting so we have postponed her talk 
until 2022.  

The general meeting of 16 October will be by Zoom. I 
apologise to all our family historians for the series of 
‘on again, off again’ meeting arrangements but we 
have to adhere to health regulations as set out by 
NSW Government. 

On the subject of COVID 19 and lockdowns, it is     
interesting to note that this is not the only time we 
have been locked down during a pandemic. During 
the Spanish Influenza epidemic of 1919 Abbotsholme 
College, a school in Killara known as ‘The Open Air 
School’ was the only school exempted from closure. 
Whilst tightly quarantined, the students were allowed 
no visitors, ‘letters were fumigated and gauze masks 
worn’. You can read the story of this amazing school 
written by John Lanser in 2012 and reprinted in The 
Historian Vol 41 No 1, November 2012. The principal 
and proprietor, Captain John Fitz-Maurice, was      
buried in the St John’s Cemetery, Gordon, in a grave 
that was ‘unmarked until 2005 when members of 
KHS, Masonic brethren and parishioners gathered to 
dedicate a headstone newly placed on the plot’. 

If you have not had experience with Zoom             
technology, I suggest you talk to your sons and 
daughters, neighbours etc who will, no doubt, have 
used it.  Ask for their advice and assistance on using 
and downloading it and then you will be ready when 
the membership secretary sends you the link to join 
the meeting.            

                                                                          Sue Holmes  

————————  //  ————————    

A  Case  of  Misadventure  on  

the Australian  Coast 

My wife’s grandfather, Robert McMurray, was an  
entrepreneur who tried his hand at many things from 
flax milling to introducing asbestos to the building 
industry in New Zealand. This is the story of one of 
his adventures with an Australian link. 

In 1898 there was excitement in the local New        
Zealand mercantile world with the news that there 
would be a new steamer on New Zealand's coastal 
trade. 

NSW & ACT Association of Family History                                         
Societies Annual  Conference  2021 
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 part of South Africa) had been purchased by a New 
Zealand firm for use on the coastal trade. Its               
adventures from then would be exciting, dramatic as 
well as mundane. 

                                       

The Wanganui Herald was also interested in the ship, 
reporting that it was not  decided as to which trade SS 
Gertie, was to be placed.  

Within days of the optimistic reporting, the             
Wanganui Herald had the heading ‘Wreck of the SS 
Gertie’ and regretfully reported that the ship had been 
wrecked near Albany, Western Australia. The news 
changed, as a few days later when it was reported in a 
cable on August 11 that their steamer Gertie, had been 
towed safely into Albany. 

A week later the Evening Post reported that the crew  
deserted the vessel after they were almost starved. 

An owner was able to give an account of the matter. He 
claimed that after leaving Natal on June 21 it was  the 
engineers who were inexperienced, as was     evident 
by the fact that the boiler was priming for the first ten 
or twelve days, and in place of five tons of coal being 
used per day, about nine tons were consumed.        
Consequently, before reaching the Australian coast, the 
supply of coal ran out, despite being put on half speed. 

The SS Gertie was put in under Rocky Head, near     
Albany, about the middle of July for the purpose of 
procuring provisions and firing. A landing was made 
but there were no inhabitants within 60 miles and no 
firewood could be found within seven miles of the 
coast. The wind became strong and a heavy rolling sea 
made the position of the vessel very dangerous. The 
flooring of the forward hold was used to get up steam 
and the SS Gertie moved out to sea. 

The same day, finding it impossible to make King 
George's Sound under canvas, the captain decided to 
put into Wilson's Inlet, as according to the chart there 
was railway communication with Albany to the  Inlet. 
Too late it was discovered that the Inlet was a lagoon 
with its entrance blocked by a sand ridge 3ft above 
high water mark and 300 yards wide.  

The captain went ashore at daylight and at 3.00pm 
found a farmhouse 15 miles from the ship. He was  

directed to a railway siding from where he caught a 
train to Denmark, arriving about 7.30pm. He       
continued to Albany by train, reaching that town at 
8.30am the following morning. There he arranged 
for a tug to take coal around to the Gertie, but before 
that could be done a heavy south-easter sprang up, 
preventing the tug going to the assistance of the 
steamer.  

The result was that in the evening the Gertie dragged 
both anchors and went ashore on a sandy ridge.   
After being aground for a fortnight she was          
successfully floated and towed around to Albany. 
Temporary repairs were effected and the SS Gertie 
left for Sydney where she was docked for a complete 
overhaul. When they were completed, the steamer 
went to Newcastle to take on coal. Having two large 
holds and two steam winches, capable of lifting five 
tons each, she was considered ideal for this work. 

In October 1898, soon after arriving in Wanganui, 
sensational statements were in circulation as to the 
alleged unseaworthy condition of a coastal steamer. 
The Evening Post (Wellington) pointed out that they 
were generally known to have reference to the SS 
Gertie. When the vessel arrived in Wellington in  ear-
ly October for a general overhaul, curiosity was 
aroused as to what might be the results when the 
Chief Inspector of Machinery had finished his      
survey. The inspector spent the whole of Saturday in 
thoroughly examining every nook and corner of the 
vessel from stem to stern, and both inside and out. 

The work to be carried out was very much less than 
he expected to find necessary after such statements 
had gone abroad. Some 18ft of sheathing were   
needed on the starboard bow plates and three plates 
at the sea level. Some three dozen rivets required 
renewal, and nine reverse frames had to be put in 
the stokehole under the boiler, besides slight repairs 
to the fore peak tank, a new cross-head pin and    
repairs to the port intermediate shaft. 

 Having been brought up to the required standards, 
SS Gertie went into service taking coal from the west 
coast of the South Island to Foxton and Wanganui in 
the North Island, doing so for many years.  

Because of her speed, she was frequently used by the 
New Zealand Government as a search and rescue 
vessel, particularly between New Zealand and the 
Chatham Islands 800 kilometres east off the South 
Island. She ended her life as a coal hulk in Welling-
ton harbour in 1915. 

 

Based on material from                                                                   
Papers Past (NZ equivalent of Trove)                                              
and NZ Archives.                                  

                                                               Morrison  Hammond 

                                                            

                SS  Gertie  of the Mosquito Class 
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Newsletter Deadline 

Please send email copy for publication to 
editor@khs.org.au as early as possible, but no later than 
13th of each month.  Copy is accepted on the basis that  
Ku-ring-gai Historical Society has editing rights and that 
readers can reproduce it in whole or in part with 
acknowledgment. If possible, material should be in 
electronic form, with typing as WORD docs and photos 
as jpeg files and with as little formatting as possible. 

© Ku-ring-gai Historical Society Inc. and authors. The 
content may be reproduced as sourced from this 
newsletter with acknowledgment to named authors. 

Research Centre  

   Closed until further notice.  

For ongoing advice about future openings  

please check the KHS website at:   

khs.org.au    

ADMINISTRATION  

President Lorna Watt 0402  028  034 

Vice President Annet  Latham 0431  479  987 

Treasurer Marilyn van Eerde 0418  269  126 

Secretary Judith Godden  0408  967  937  

Past President Jenny Joyce 0404  473  767 

Committee Ralph  Davis  

 Neil Falconer 9488 7293 

 Morrison  Hammond 0425  303  525 

 Geoff  Little 0411  885  870 

 Yvette  Reeve 0414  249  737 

Family History Group  Sue Holmes, Convenor 0414  255  003 

 Susan Alder 0409  981  605  

 Jo Harris  OAM 9489  4393 

 Margaret Holland 9488 5452 

 Jean Smith 9498 4468 

 Joan Stebbing 9489 6476 

 Pam Tout 9488 9807 

Appointees   

Accessions Jennifer  Wallin 9983  1871 

Book Sales Margaret Holland 9488  5452 

Catering Vicki Williams 0401  914  524 

Computer Systems Peter Stehn 9489  9488 

Curator Ann Barry 9144  6480 

Built Heritage Group Lorna  Watt 0402  028  034 

 Trish Thomson 9499  8659 

Historian Editor Lorna Watt 0402  028  034 

Indexing  Beth Facer 9988  0823 

Newsletter Editor Geoff  Little                editor@khs.org.au    

Public Officer Helen Whitsed 9416  5825 

Research  (Fam Hist.) Joan Stebbing 9489  6476 

Tour Contact Yvette Reeve 0414 249 737 

Speakers’ Programme Beverley Dunstan  9419  8526 

Web  Masters  Peter  Stehn 9489  9488 

Ralph  Davis            webmaster@khs.org.au          

Welfare  Officer Jill  Nicholson 9144  6948 

   

DIARY   DATES 

OCTOBER  2021                                                      

 Saturday  16   :  2pm - General Meeting  -  By  Zoom             

       Alfred Wright’s Autograph  Book 

                  Presenter  :   Chris  Edye       

NOVEMBER  2021                                                      

Saturday  6   :  2pm - Family History Meeting            

       An Achievable Way to Compile and  

                            Print your Family History                    

        Presenter  :   Clare Brown     

                

  Saturday  20   :  2pm - General Meeting  -  By  Zoom    

                   Untold stories : women transported from   

                              Britain to New South Wales                    

         Presenter  :   Carol  Liston  AO     

                                        

                                              Note 

   As meetings may have to be cancelled or          

postponed at short notice; please check                     

the KHS website for any changes.   

                          Treasurer’s   Report 

 

Our income for August was strong from 
Membership Fees, Research (both Family History 
and Built Heritage) and Book Sales, however, our 
big expense was payment to Ku-ring-gai Municipal 
Council for the annual rent of our Research Rooms. 

Due to COVID restrictions, our rooms are still 
closed and therefore any payments to the Society 
should be made through our Bank Account or by 
mail. 

Our bank account details are: 

          Ku-ring-gai Historical Society   

          Westpac Bank       

          BSB:  032-083        

          Account No:   248971 

                                                 Please keep safe and well. 

                                                               Marilyn van Eerde 

  

      8 

                         For correspondence :- 

    
   The Secretary    ~        secretary@khs.org.au  

   Membership      ~       membership@khs.org.au  

   KHS website     ~        webmaster@khs.org.au  

   Treasurer          ~        treasurer@khs.org.au                                                                


