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Family
At the time of writing we are still in lockdown.
Even so Committee members and a few other
volunteers have been working behind the scenes to
keep the wheels of the Society turning. The
Newsletter is produced each month, the website
kept up to date, Committee meetings held and, of
course, bills paid. That leads me to thank all those
members who have paid their annual fees and to
remind those who may have overlooked finalising
their payment. Your continued support of your
Society is very much appreciated.
The present restrictions are certainly a challenge for
all of us, our families and for the Society. I am
hopeful that circumstances will improve once we
are all fully vaccinated and all citizens are
complying with the rules. Unfortunately though,
we are presently being out-smarted by something
we cannot see and that doesn’t even have a brain!

History
Group

Here we go again……
Unfortunately due to the extension of Lockdown our
meeting on September 4 has been cancelled. We
remain hopeful that Clare Brown will talk to us at a
later meeting and encourage us with taking steps
towards publication of our family histories. Clare is
an ‘ideas person’ and a true motivator. She accepts
that not everyone wants to write the glossy (and
expensive) family history that will be distributed to
all and sundry - some people are writing down what
they know about their forebears for their children
and grandchildren. Others are trying to write a
history that will tell the story of a family through
many generations and their research has been very
detailed. I am really keen to hear what advice Clare
presents. Hopefully, the extra hours of lockdown
will allow more time for family research and time to
get all those pieces of paper in some sort of order.

I will leave you with this take on an old joke:
Why did the chicken cross the road?

Because the chicken behind it didn’t know
how to socially distance properly!

The virtual Family History Conference organised by
Port Macquarie Family History Group will still be
held on September 11 and I will be updating those
that are attending our Mini Conference very soon.
Private registration is still open at https://
www.trybooking.com/BPPBF
Our meeting on October 2 will be addressed by Judith Dunn on the subject of the Parramatta
Cemeteries.

Stay well.

Take care,

Sue Holmes

Lorna Watt

———————— // ————————

———————— // ————————

For information required by the treasurer

For information on possible meetings

please refer to the Treasurer’s Report on

please refer to DIARY DATES on

page 8.

page 8.

A very Happy Birthday and best wishes to our member

Lois McEvoy
on the occasion of her 100th Birthday!
Congratulations Lois on this amazing milestone!

——————-———–———-————— // —–—————————————————

Inauguration of Friends of Ethel Turner

Ethel as a schoolgirl – before SGHS

Original edition of the book

had an official school uniform.

Ethel Turner was one of the original 39 students who enrolled at Sydney Girls’ High School in 1883, the year
the school was established. In 1893 she wrote the best-selling children’s novel ‘Seven Little Australians’,
which has been in print ever since. Turner wrote many more stories, but ‘Seven Little Australians’ remains
the most famous. The manuscript is included in the Mitchell Library’s ‘100 Treasures’ and is on the World
Heritage Register.

On 8th May 2021, the Friends of Ethel Turner was inaugurated at Woodlands in Killara, where Turner wrote
‘Seven Little Australian’. The President of the Friends is Ms Susannah Fullerton (standing) who is President
of the Jane Austen Society. Also in attendance were the Mayor of Ku-ring-gai Ms Jennifer Anderson (far left)
and historian Ms Tracey Fiertl (2nd from left) who was instrumental in having Woodlands listed on the State
Heritage Register in 2007. Ms Julie Sweeton (far right) represented the State Library of NSW which acquired
the original manuscript of ‘Seven Little Australians’ from Turner’s granddaughter.
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Woodlands is a private home
now owned by Albert Lim and
his wife Eva Yao. When they
bought the property they had
never heard of Ethel Turner.
They now regard themselves as
custodians of the house and are
keen to keep her memory alive.
They renovated and furnished the two front rooms in the period style that
Turner would have been familiar with and kept the original pale blue
walls of the drawing room.
The antique bookcase features a shelf of early editions of her works. An antique rug sets off the furniture.

Annie Biddulph

An enclosed front verandah is set with beautiful china ready for afternoon tea. Much care was lavished on the
garden also. An English formal garden, an English cottage garden and a garden of Australian natives were
planted in honour of Turner who was born in England. Seven conifers, including a baby one, were planted to
symbolise the ‘Seven Little Australians’.

Woodlands was previously named Inglewood when Turner lived there. In her Diary on 29th September 1891,
she wrote:
“I liked the place awfully. It is a pretty square house with a long
balcony and verandah, honeysuckle and white roses creeping up”.
When Ethel Turner died in 1958 the Sydney Girls’ High School Captain
and five prefects attended her funeral and formed a guard of honour. The school cherishes her memory and
named its library ‘The Ethel Turner Memorial Library’.
Gaenor Williams ~ Hon. Archivist, Sydney High School Old Girls’ Union ( Compliments of Jean Smith )

New

Member

We welcome to the Society a new member who joined after publication of our July newsletter.
John DEVLIN

from

Turramurra

We hope you will find your membership rewarding, and look forward to your participation in
the many activities we have to offer once we recover from this current lockdown.
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Hoops Galore

was much terracing to the west of the main building,
which included a croquet lawn.

Croquet In Ku-ring-gai

Also in Wahroonga, was Chasecote in Ku-ring-gai
Avenue. In 1920 when the Ruelberg family moved in,
there was a tennis court, croquet lawn, vegetable
gardens and room for a cow and chickens.

At the end of the 19th century and the beginning
of the 20th, it was common to incorporate a tennis
court and croquet lawn in the development of a
large property. This article is not a definitive
coverage of croquet lawns in the municipality, but
an impression of what was happening.

In 1922, adjacent to Miss Sievers in Locksley Street,
Killara, land was cleared for recreational purposes and
tennis courts and a croquet lawn were constructed
later.
In 1925, the Pymble Land Co. Ltd. was established to
develop, by clearing, draining, establishing and
constructing roadways, parks, golf courses, tennis
courts, croquet lawns, bowling greens and other
recreational grounds.
In 1928, the Metropolitan Water, Sewerage and
Drainage Board gave permission for bowls, tennis and
croquet to be played on the roof of the water reservoir
on the corner of the Pacific Highway and Telegraph
Road, Pymble. From 1948, the space was used by the
Pymble Bowling Club for 50 years.

The Gordon Library (now Lifeline office) was
built on the former croquet lawn of the residence
called Viti, the home of Mr and Mrs Robert
Atkins, which was built 1892-93 in Pearson
Avenue.

In 1933, Maurice Horden, grandson of Anthony
Horden, and his wife Grace, built Oakwood on an acre
of land at 25 Lucinda Avenue, Wahroonga. It had a
croquet lawn in front of the house.

In 1898, Caithness in Caithness Street, Killara, had
extensive grounds that included a croquet lawn, a
coach house and stable.

In 1941, Mahratta, on the corner of Fox Valley Road
and the Pacific Highway, Wahroonga, had a tennis
court and pavilion, two sunken gardens, the ‘Rose
Walk’ and the croquet lawn. For a period, it was a
training college for the Bank of New South Wales. Its
current owner is the School of Philosophy. The croquet
lawn has long gone.

About 1902, Thomas and Anne Pulsford moved
into Fernmount at 33 Greengate Road, Killara. It
had spacious grounds with a croquet lawn and
large orchard.
In September 1907, the official opening of the
Ku-ring-gai Recreation Club in Warrawee was
held. The area occupied 4.5 acres, forming a
cricket pitch, two tennis courts, two croquet lawns
and one six-rink bowling green.
Herbert Varley built Lyncroft, a large house at 4
Averil Place, Lindfield. It had large grounds that
had an unfenced tennis court which was used as a
croquet lawn.
In 1910, there were six tennis courts, a croquet
lawn, a bowling green, and a small club house in
the J. G. Edwards development of Killara.
The Cooinoo Guest House, which was built in
1910 in Kissing Point Road, had in its grounds a
croquet lawn, a tennis court and a grotto. Between
1909-1911, the property was bought by Jean
Murray, who had been the cook at Hillview.

Mahratta

Next door to the home of Dr J. C. Bradfield, at 23
Park Avenue, Gordon, was a croquet lawn in the
grounds of Mr and Mrs Brasnett.

In 1980, the Sisters sold Lourdes Hospital to the
Hibernian Catholic Benefit Society which obtained
approval from Ku-ring-gai Council to build Lourdes
Retirement Village. It included landscaped grounds
which had a rose walk and croquet lawn.

In the development of the Hillview Estate in
Turramurra in 1915, then a private guesthouse,
4

Nessie Twibill, who was awarded a Community Services Medal by the NSW government, helped to set up the
Senior Citizens Centre at Turramurra which offered a range of interests for seniors. One of these, was a small
croquet lawn where she taught and played twice a week. The lawn is still being used and cared for by Council.
In 2021, Ku-ring-gai has only two croquet clubs: the Killara Croquet Club, in Lorne Avenue, Killara and the
Warrawee Croquet Club (in association with the bowling club).

Croquet at Warrawee
Bowling Club

The material used for this article came from Trove, and various editions of The Historian.
Morrison Hammond

————————–——————— // ————————–———————
Hubert Muddle

Can You Help?

If you know any of his descendants or descendants
of any American Civil War veteran, and could put
me in touch with them, I would greatly appreciate it.
You can reach me at jamesmgray@bigpond.com or
by telephone at 07 3801 3400.

My name is James Gray, I am 81 years of age and I
am writing on behalf of the late George Nelson and
other Australian war veterans who have been
buried in unmarked graves in cemeteries
throughout Australia for the last 150 years.

Editor’s note: A quick check reveals that there are at
least 23 women who married a ‘George Nelson’ in NSW
during this period and another 6 in QLD, so perhaps
George did produce offspring and descendants. It sounds
as though a descendant of ANY Civil War veteran would
be a help.
Over to you.

George Nelson was born in 1840 in Sydney, New
South Wales, Australia and later migrated to the
United States. During the American Civil War, 1860
-1865, George Nelson was inducted at Camp
Walton, Florida on 5 April 1861 into Company D
from Tallahassee. He remained in Company D until
1864 when he received a Disability discharge.

{ This article was printed in the June edition of the COSHA
newsletter and is reprinted with their permission. }

———————— // ————————

After the war, George Nelson returned to Australia
and resided in Gympie, Queensland, later moving
to Brisbane. In 1914 George Nelson was working as
a caretaker at Herston House in Brisbane and was
discovered dead in one of the rooms of Herston
House on 5 October 1914. He was at first
understood to be William King, but subsequent
inquiries by police determined his name was in fact
Arford
George Harry
Nelson.
George was buried on 8 October
1914, under the name ‘William King’ in Brisbane’s
Toowong Cemetery in Portion 16, Section 3, Grave
8 of the ‘Paupers Section’ without a headstone.
I am working to acquire a ‘free’ bronze memorial
plaque for George Nelson from the American Veterans’ Administration, but I need a descendant’s
request to acquire the plaque for this Australian
war veteran in an unmarked grave. I am trying to
find a descendant so his grave site can at last be
marked and his life remembered.

Brickwall or Amazing Find?
Do you have a brickwall in your research that you
just can’t break down. Maybe one of our many
members can help you knock a hole in that wall.

Have you had an amazing find recently? Something
you’ve been searching for for ages?
Why don’t you share it with us?
We’d love to hear from you.
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~ A PLEA FROM YOUR EDITOR ~
We Need Help To Keep Our Newsletter Interesting
Especially now when we have no meetings or tours to report on due to COVID, we would be pleased to
receive interesting articles from our members to put in the newsletter to keep us all informed and/or
amused.
I’m sure everyone has a story of their family history or childhood, or an interesting time in their life – even
a poem. Have you read a history book and could give us a summary in up to 14 lines or have you a local
history query that might get an answer if we include it in the newsletter ?
If the subject concerns Ku-ring-gai, all the better but many members have had interesting experiences and
memories at other times in their life so please help keep us together by sharing your stories.

Hangman’s Hill

aka

Gallow’s Hill

Royal Australia Historical Society has placed a plaque
on the wall behind the Four Seasons Hotel
commemorating the spot of the first hanging of a
convict in the Colony of New South Wales. The
plaque reads: THE FIRST EXECUTION Thomas
Barrett a First Fleet convict was hanged near this place on
27 February 1788 for stealing provisions and is buried
nearby. RAHS.

A few months ago, a group of KHS members joined
Judith Dunn for her Wicked Waterfront Walking
Tour – a tour of many places of interest in The
Rocks.

Judith Dunn at the site of Hangman’s Hill

In 1803 Joseph Samuels ‘the man they couldn’t hang’
was found guilty of robbery and the murder of a
constable, along with three other criminals. Three
attempts were made to hang Samuels with the rope
Macquarie
Lighthouse
breaking each time and he
survived.
He was
reprieved by Governor King. In 1806 he and eight
other convicts stole a boat and perished at sea.

One of these was Hangman’s Hill at the corner of
Essex and Harrington Streets, the site of the public
gallows until 1804 when the gallows moved to what
is now the corner of Castlereagh and Park Streets,
returning to Essex Street in 1820 until 1841 when
the gaol was built at Darlinghurst.

If you were lucky enough to find a seat at the
window of the Golden Cob pub in Essex Street, you
had the best seat in the house - to view the hangings.

The first man to be hanged there was First Fleeter,
Thomas Barret who had been found guilty in
England of theft of a silver watch, a chain and some
shirts then for stealing food in the Colony. The

Yvette Reeve
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With local Government elections coming up soon, a poem to reflect on elections, about 130 years ago.

1889 NSW Colonial Election 1st Feb-16th Feb, Winner Sir Henry Parkes, Free Trade Party.
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DIARY DATES

ADMINISTRATION

Please note that both the General and Family
History Meetings for September have been
cancelled. As any future meetings after this

President
Vice President
Treasurer

Lorna Watt
Annet Latham
Marilyn van Eerde

0402 028 034
0431 479 987
0418 269 126

Secretary
Past President
Committee
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Jo Harris OAM
Margaret Holland
Jean Smith
Joan Stebbing
Pam Tout
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time may have to be cancelled or
postponed at short notice;
Family History Group

please check the KHS website

for any changes.

OCTOBER 2021
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Book Sales
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Computer Systems
Curator
Built Heritage Group

Saturday 2 : 2pm - Family History Group meeting
Parramatta Cemeteries
Presenter : Judith Dunn

For correspondence :The Secretary ~

secretary@khs.org.au

Membership

~

membership@khs.org.au

KHS website

~

webmaster@khs.org.au

Treasurer

~

treasurer@khs.org.au

Historian Editor
Indexing
Newsletter Editor
Public Officer
Research Team Leader
Tour Contact
Speakers’ Programme
Web Masters

Treasurer’s Report

Welfare Officer

July was a busy month with Membership payments
coming in and we thank you for your prompt payment
of the invoices. We have received two payments of
$45.00 into our bank account with no details. One
payment was at St Ives on 30 July and the other at
Hornsby East Side on 4 August. If you feel it is your
payment could you please advise.

Jennifer Wallin
Margaret Holland
Vicki Williams
Peter Stehn
Ann Barry
Lorna Watt
Trish Thomson
Lorna Watt
Beth Facer
Geoff Little

9488 7293
0425 303 525
0411 885 870
0414 249 737
0414 255 003
0409 981 605
9489 4393
9488 5452
9498 4468
9489 6476
9488 9807
9983 1871
9488 5452
0401 914 524
9489 9488
9144 6480
0402 028 034
9499 8659
0402 028 034
9988 0823
editor@khs.org.au

Helen Whitsed
9416 5825
Joan Stebbing
9489 6476
Yvette Reeve
0414 249 737
Beverley Dunstan
9419 8526
Peter Stehn
9489 9488
Ralph Davis
webmaster@khs.org.au
Jill Nicholson
9144 6948

Research Centre
Closed until further notice.
For ongoing advice about future openings
please check the KHS website at:

Due to COVID restrictions, our rooms are still closed and
therefore any payments to the Society should be made
through our Bank Account or by mail.

khs.org.au
© Ku-ring-gai Historical Society Inc. and authors. The
content may be reproduced as sourced from this
newsletter with acknowledgment to named authors.

Our bank account details are:

Ku-ring-gai Historical Society

Newsletter Deadline

Westpac Bank

Please send email copy for publication to
editor@khs.org.au as early as possible, but no later than
13th of each month. Copy is accepted on the basis that
Ku-ring-gai Historical Society has editing rights and that
readers can reproduce it in whole or in part with
acknowledgment. If possible, material should be in
electronic form, with typing as WORD docs and photos
as jpeg files and with as little formatting as possible.

BSB: 032-083
Account No: 248971
Please keep safe and well.
Marilyn van Eerde
8

