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What a lovely day we had for our Annual General 
Meeting on 15 October. It was very pleasing to see 
so many members attend to support the Society 
and to hear Patrick Dodd’s most enjoyable talk 
about The Holtermann Collection, the world’s most 
complete photographic collection of the gold rush 
era. 

AGMs, unfortunately, can be quite formal            
occasions, but they are necessary. We have now 
caught up with our usual schedule following the 
interruptions caused by the Pandemic. 

Our thanks to Chris Edye for his role as Returning 
Officer for the proceedings. 

Following the election, there were a few changes to 
our Committee for 2022/2023. 

The Committee members appointed are: 

 

President:  Lorna Watt 

Vice President: Annet Latham 

Secretary:  Judith Godden 

Treasurer:  Ken Bromley 

Committee: Ralph Davis; Marilyn van Eerde   

                               Morrison Hammond; Geoff Little   

Neil Falconer, Yvette Reeve and Jenny Joyce retired 
from their positions, and Marilyn van Eerde           
re-joined us. One Committee position remains va-
cant and it is hoped that a willing member will be 
found soon to fill that role. 

The Committee looks forward to the next twelve 
months. 

Nothing great was ever achieved without enthusiasm -     

                                               Ralph Waldo Emerson,  

                                                            American  Philosopher  

                Take care, 

                    Lorna  Watt      

                   

                               General  Meeting 

                  2pm   Saturday  20th  November  2022 

                               —    Girt    Nation     — 

                                        David   Hunt 

Another rollicking ride with author David Hunt, as he 

speaks about Girt Nation, the third volume in his  prize

-winning ‘Unauthorised History of Australia’ series. The 

series examines the federation of the Australian       

colonies into the revered nation we are today; and the 

key political, social and economic reforms of late   

nineteenth century Australia. 

David unashamedly tramples tall poppies of the past 

in charting Australia’s transformation from aspiration 

to nation – an epic tale of charlatans and                    

costermongers, of bush bards (and even bushier 

beards!), of workers, and of women who just weren’t 

going to take it anymore! 

Thrill as Jandamarra leads  Bunuba against  Western 

Australia… gasp as Essendon trainer Carl von      

Ledebur injects his charges with crushed dog and goat 

testicles… weep as Scott Morrison’s communist great-

great-aunt Mary Gilmore holds a hose in New       

Australia… and marvel at how Labor, a party that 

spent a quarter of a century infighting over how to 

spell its own name, ever rose to power! 

  David Hunt is an unusually tall 

and handsome man who likes 

writing his own biographical 

notes.  His debut book, Girt: The 

Unauthorised History of Australia, 

won the 2014 Indie Award for 

Non-Fiction and was shortlisted 

for lots of other literary prizes 

awarded by less discerning    

judges. The sequel, True Girt: The 

Unauthorised History of Australia     

Volume 2, continued David’s career as Australia’s most    

successful writer whose titles all include the 

word girt and whose book covers gratuitously depict 

some of Australia’s historical figures being crapped on 

by native birds.   
Girt Nation hit the shelves on 2 November 2021. 
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                   Wahroonga’s Village Stores 

If you go to Coonanbarra Road in Wahroonga, east 
of the railway station and across from Wahroonga 
Park, you will see this building with its distinctive 
central gable. Its height is deceptive from the front: 
it is actually three stories. It was built to house a 
number of shops and was known as Wahroonga’s 
village stores. It is part of the legacy of renowned 
architect (later Sir) John Sulman (1849-1934). 

Building shops to service Wahroonga residents   
became attractive after its population increased 
with the opening of the north shore railway. A line 
between Hornsby and St Leonards opened in 1890; 
three years later it was extended to Milson’s Point. 
With this new access and its own station, and 
backed by eager developers, Wahroonga began its 
transformation from a rural backwater to a thriving 
suburb.  

There was an initial setback to plans to develop the 
area because in the early 1890s Australia endured a 
severe depression. By 1894, the economy was      
recovering and our featured building was erected 
to Sulman’s design. 

The first to move in was McKye’s Bakery. Soon the 
vicinity also had a butcher and general store, 
providing locals with their everyday needs. There 
was even a horse-drawn hansom cab to take people 
to and from the railway station.  

A year after the building opened, the Wahroonga 
Progress Association was formed. It championed 
the ‘garden city’ movement with Coonanbarra 
Road a major focus. The Association fostered well-
maintained roads and footpaths, street lighting and 
street trees. In this environment, Sulman’s building 
was a focus of community pride. It was also ad-
mired outside the local area. In 1904, a similar shop 
building was erected at Menangle near Camden, 
again to Sulman’s design. 

Inevitably, building needs and tastes changed. By 
the 1980s, the building was a forlorn semi-wreck. 
Fortunately, by then there was an increased   
awareness of the value of local heritage, fostered by 
the Ku-ring-gai Historical Society, the National 

Council established a Heritage Conservation Plan, 
restoration of Sulman’s building became feasible. In 
the early 1990s, owner Rod Maclure and architect 
Robert Staas tried as much as possible to faithfully 
restore the building to its original state. The extent to 
which they succeeded can be seen when you visit 
today, down to the street gas lights.  

This building was one of many that John Sulman        
designed. Another on the North Shore was his own 
home, Ingleholme, at Turramurra. He originally built 
it for his parents, but they didn’t like its isolation. He 
built another home for them (Addiscombe) facing Lane 
Cove Road (now the Pacific Highway) which they 
preferred.  Sadly, that home was later demolished.  

For more on Sir John Sulman, read his definitive    
biography by local resident Dr Zeny Edwards, A Life 
of Purpose: A Biography of John Sulman (Longueville 
Media, 2017). And if you are ever in Hay, don’t miss 
his amazing Bishop’s Lodge. Built in 1889 to Bishop 
Linton’s specifications, this Sulman building       
maintains a pleasant temperature even during Hay’s 
punishing summers. An ecological marvel to suit 
modern times! 

                                               Judith Godden 

                              

 

                 Wahroonga  Village  Stores   c 2022 

Photo taken from the recently renovated                                 
Wahroonga  Park 

New Members 

    We extend a warm welcome to the following     

   members who have recently joined the Society. 

   Denis Noonan    from Turramurra 

   Malcolm & Tricia Winn from Gordon 

We hope you will find your membership            

rewarding and look forward to your                    

participation in the many activities                        

we have to offer each year. 
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       Armistice Day, 11 November 1918 

                        

“Tonight we started on the homeward journey leaving 
Homs at 1750. It is a strange sensation after 3 yrs  
pushing north to turn round & start back knowing the 
war is over & it is the turn for home. The Lebanon 
mountains stand out in the sky as we set our heads   
towards them & strike west for Tripoli with joy in 
hearts & song on our lips & to many of us a pang for 
those we leave behind”.  

Major Bertie Lowing MC & Bar, serving with the 
12th Light Horse Regiment in the Middle East, 
wrote these words in his diary on 5 November 
1918. His unit had received news of the Armistice 
with Turkey on 1 November. News of the           
Armistice with Germany was to come on 11       
November when they were camped at Tripoli in 
northern Lebanon. 

“Some of our troops began 
cheering & firing flares, then 
the bells in the village began 
to ring & the boats began to 
fire a ‘honk’. I fired some 
flares … I did not want to 
cheer because so many 
thoughts suddenly flashed 
thro’ my mind of the past & 
what might happen in the 
near future. There is much 
speculation as to how long we 
shall be here & what will     
happen during our wait for 
embarkation. The men are all 
very happy for they can see    
release in the near future”.        

 But it was many months, for some almost a year, 
before they were to see home. For some, never. 

Between November 1918 and January 1919 some 
of the Light Horsemen were dispatched to the  
Dardanelles to monitor the Turks’ compliance with 
the terms of the Armistice, and to visit Anzac 
Cove, recover stores and weapons, and locate and 
identify graves, a heart-rending task. Others, with 
their embarkation for home suspended, were     
ordered to help quell the March 1919 rebellion in 
Egypt, ‘unhappy work’ during which the          
Australians were stationed from the delta to upper 
Egypt. 

Bertie, a Boer War veteran, had been one of the last 
to be evacuated from Gallipoli in December 1915 
and later took part in the Charge at Beersheba. ‘A 
capable and fearless squadron leader’ he had 
served with distinction and was awarded the     
Military Cross and later a Bar. He returned home 
on the Aeneas on 12 July 1919 but he left behind his 
older brother, Sergeant Walter ‘Wally’ Lowing, 

also a Boer War veteran, who died of wounds during 
the Battle of Pozières in France in August 1916. Wally 
Lowing is buried at the Warloy-Baillon Communal 
Cemetery Extension. 

Bertie, but not Wally, is commemorated on the     
Pymble & St Ives Roll of Honour that hangs in the 
hallway of the old Gordon School, outside the KHS 
rooms. 

                                                             Kathie  Reith 

      ———————— //  — ———————      

 

                               ‘Girt  Nation’ 

David Hunt has insisted on narrating the Girt        

audiobooks with critics calling his work ‘Brave’ and 

‘Shit’. Both of his two Scottish accents, Drunk        

Glaswegian  and  Slurry Sean, have been used             

interchangeably for anyone born north of  Hadrian’s 

Wall, and his other offensive stereotypes were        

developed after watching all three Austin Powers 

films and reruns of ‘Allo Allo’. 

In 2016, David surprised the 

world by writing a book  

without the word girt in it. 

David maintains that his    

debut picture book,  The Nose 

Pixies, addresses important 

themes and is about so much 

more than mining nose gold 

from the nostrils of small 

boys. 

Girt Nation also introduces   

Alfred Deakin – the Liberal necromancer whose 

dead advisors made Australia a better place to       

live in; Sir Henry Parkes – Australia’s greatest              

lothario; Banjo Paterson – the jihadist who called on 

God and the Prophet to drive the Australian infidels 

from the Sudan:    … plus a cast of Australian women  

who  made  Australia  a  better  place  for     everyone! 

  My Real Friend, David’s second picture book, was 

published in 2019. It’s the story of Rupert, an          

imaginary monster who wishes he had more of a say 

in his relationship with  his  real  friend,  William. 

And most of all, Rupert wishes he was real. 

Yes, you’ll meet a colourful cast of characters from 

the formative period of Australia’s nationhood, and 

guess what – books will be available to purchase! $20 

for Girt and True Girt; $25 for Girt Nation; and $15 for 

Hunt’s kids’ picture books. 

. . . Find out more, if you dare, at David Hunt’s website . . . 
 

  Major Bertie Lowing 

https://davidhuntwriter.com/book/girt-nation-the-unauthorised-history-of-australia-volume-3/


444 

Annie Biddulph 

  4 

Method 

• Sauté the onion for a few minutes until soft 

• Add the chicken and continue to sauté for a 
few minutes until evenly coloured 

• Add the stock powder and ginger and stir to 
coat 

• Add just enough hot water to cover, and start 
to simmer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• After 20 minutes add the carrots, potatoes and 
apricots 

• Add some boiling water (but not too much) and 
continue to simmer for a further 45 minutes 

• Don't stir too much or the ingredients won't stay 
whole (if you use a covered non-stick pot, no stir-
ring should be required) 

• If it reduces too much during cooking, add a little 
boiling water to top up 

• Thicken with a cornflour slurry, and simmer for a 
further 10 minutes, adding a little more boiling 
water if required. 

————————— //  — ——————— —                                                  

German  Special  Interest  Group 

Our German SIG met on 10th October with 17     
enthusiasts present. Tony Karrasch provided a 
handout which included Brisbane German Week 
and related activities, including tips for tracing your 
elusive German emigrant. 

There may be scope for online participation in the 
IGGP conference in Indiana in June. Tony Karrasch 
and Sue Moore will monitor for developments. 

Christine Edwards gave a comprehensive and     
fascinating presentation: The Dietrich Bonhoeffer    
Story. Bonhoeffer was a German pastor, theologian, 
anti-Nazi dissident and martyr. Few members were 
aware of the courageous role he played in Germany 
in the 1930s-40s. Leone Stumbaum proposed we  
update our group project, 'German Ancestors of 
KHS Members', published in June 2017. Christine 
Edwards and Helen Matheson volunteered to      
assume responsibility. The next meeting is planned 
for Monday 12th December at 1:30 pm. Visitors are 
welcome and will be treated to a generous            
afternoon tea! For more information, see 
www.khs.org.au/german-sig             

                                                            Peter Stehn 

     

                   

 

 

 

Welcome to our very first                                    
‘Stirring Up Memories’ column! 

Hopefully it will not be 'our first and last' – but that 
very much depends on you, because we are now  
calling for regular submissions on this mouth-
watering topic! 

What we're looking for are those nostalgic recipes 
that are special to you, having been passed down 
from someone close – a parent, grandparent, aunt, 
uncle or close friend, etc.  

While not essential, it would also be wonderful if 
you could write a few lines about why your recipe 
has such a special significance to you. 

Also not essential, but do feel free to add photos of 
the dish and/or of the special person you remember 
whenever cooking it. 

If we get enough contributions, we may eventually 
combine them into a PDF – wouldn't that be great? 

To get us started, here is my mother's Apricot  
Chicken recipe – but it's not the 'same-old, same-old' 
one you might remember from the 1970s – no apricot 
nectar or French onion packet soup in this recipe! 
Instead, dried apricots are used, which almost     
completely 'dissolve' throughout the cooking        
process. 

By the way, my mother's other specialities were 
Hungarian goulash and chicken paprika, both from 
her native central Europe; and meatloaf, which she 
no doubt picked up after emigrating to Australia. 

                                                           Ralph Davis 

 

Trudy's Apricot Chicken 

     Cooking time: about 90 minutes         Serves: 4 

                       

                          Ingredients 

     Butter/olive oil for sautéing 

     1 red onion, coarsely sliced or chopped 

     750g chicken thigh fillets, cubed 

     2 tsp chicken stock powder 

     1 tbsp ground ginger 

     Hot water 

     3 small potatoes, unpeeled, cubed 

     2 carrots, peeled, chopped into 2cm pieces 

     30 Turkish dried apricots, cut in half 

     10g cornflour 

 

     Trudy  and  the finished  Apricot  Chicken 

https://www.khs.org.au/german-sig
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Ian Burnet  

‘The Tasman Map – the Dutch East India Company  

and the first Dutch discoveries of Australia’.  

At the September general meeting, Ian Burnet gave 

an illustrated talk about the State Library of NSW’s 

marble Tasman map. His talk drew on his book  The 

Tasman Map: the biography of a map (Rosenberg    

Publishing, 2019). He explained how the beautiful 

Tasman map records knowledge acquired during 

16 Dutch voyages to Australia, some accidental, 

during 1606-44. He gave details of some of these 

voyages, covering such things as: the spice trade; 

the Company of Far Distant Lands; voyages where 

the outcomes varied from two-thirds of the crew 

dying to one that made around 400 per cent profit; 

and revelations about the fate of ship-wrecked crew 

based on DNA findings. He also paid tribute to the 

marble map’s creators, the three Melocco brothers. 

Questions and comments from the audience        

indicated that the talk was enjoyed.   

                                          Judith Godden 

      ———————— //  — ———————                                                                                                 

                The Holtermann Collection 

At our meeting in October, Patrick Dodd, a member 
of our Society, gave a most fascinating talk on The 
Holtermann Collection which is located in the State 
Library of NSW.  

The Collection is a series of photographs depicting 
life in Australian country towns in the 19th century.  
These photos were taken by Beaufoy Merlin and his 
offsider Charles Bayliss who formed the American 
and Australasian Photographic Company.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Merlin then went to Hill End in NSW to photograph 
the goldfields.  

 At Hill End, Merlin met Bernhardt Holtermann, a 
wealthy German immigrant, who wanted to promote 
Australia. Merlin died in 1873 and Charles Bayliss took 
over, photographing for Holtermann’s Exposition. 

In 1951,  3,500 wet glass plate negatives were found in 
a shed in the yard of Bernhardt Holtermann’s Daugh-
ter-in-Law in Chatswood.  They had been undisturbed 
for 80 years.  These negatives were then donated to the 
State Library of NSW.  

The State Library took years to produce photos from 
these negatives as it is a very long and intricate pro-
cess.  The   photos can be blown up with no distortion 
at all.  All 3,500 photos have now been digitalized and 
can be seen on the Library Website. 

Patrick related so much more about these photos and 
we thank him for a wonderful and enlightening talk. 

                                                  Marilyn van Eerde 

 

                                    The  Ku-ring-gai  Historical  Society  Inc  Committee   -  2022-2023. 

         ( L to R)       Judith  Godden,  Annet  Latham,  Ken  Bromley,  Ralph  Davis,  Lorna Watt,    

                                     Marilyn van Eerde, Morrison, Hammond, Geoff Little.     

                         

         Miners with gold at Hill End      Photo :  State Library 

https://books.google.com.au/books?id=dkLADwAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover&dq=Ian+Burnet&hl=en&newbks=1&newbks_redir=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjT-L6R9p36AhVk7XMBHV53Du0Q6AF6BAgJEAI
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                     ~~~~   WANTED   ~~~~ 
            KHS   Tour   Group   Leader 
 
Over the years the KHS Tour Team has organised 
80+ tours in and around Sydney and environs. 
During the early stages of COVID the tour team 
had to cancel a number of tours, thus tour     
numbers decreased. It seems that the time is now 
with us to reinvigorate the tour schedule for the 
benefit and interest of members. 
 
The tour team has had a very enjoyable time 
planning and arranging tours, often pre-visiting 
venues. Various types of transport are readily 
available and generally cost efficient. Over the 
years they have used: the Hornsby Ku-ring-gai 
Community Transport service; 40 seater private 
buses; On Course Tours’ smaller buses; as well as 
suburban trains, particularly to the many city 
venues. Following is a very small example of 
some of those venues:   many covered by Sydney 
Living Museums;  regional areas such as the         
Japanese Gardens at Gosford;  Hawkesbury, Port 
Hacking and Sydney Harbour cruises; NSW State 
Archives in Kingswood and ANSTO - the nuclear 
site at Menai. For many sites, it is now time to 
revisit. 
 
The members of the team are now following   
other ventures and KHS is seeking a new team to 
continue this successful and appreciated offering 
to KHS members. 
  
A vast array of venue details and contacts is 
available which the current team is eager to 
share. 
      
           For more information please contact :- 
                       secretary@khs.org.au  

                     The old Quarantine Station 

Edogawa  Gardens                    

at  Gosford 

           Cadmans  Cottage  at The Rocks 

  Historical Aircraft Restoration Society  -  Albion  Park 

 
            Some of the fabulous places of interest that the Tour Group visited over the last few years. 

The  Bahai  Temple 

The Conservatorium 

of  music 

mailto:secretary@KHS.org.au
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Ku-ring-gai...                

                                               Then...  and  Now                         by    Dick Whitaker 

Then: 

Gordon Road, Gordon, c 1910. 

The street on the left is Park Avenue, and the street on the right (hidden behind the dressmaker) is Dumaresq 
Street. Despite the photo saying 'Main Street Gordon' it was never actually known as Main Street but it was 
likely colloquially referred to as 'the main street'. 

It was subsequently renamed Lane Cove Road; and then finally Pacific Highway in 1932. 

The building occupied by the chemist, and built c. 1905, was demolished after the land was acquired in 1923 to 
extend the Gordon Public School  site.   

The furthest house on the left with the return verandas was owned by the Macintosh family, local pioneers. 

The building on the right, where the Gordon Centre is today, is Smeising's Bakery. 

Photographer: Charles Kerry 

Now: 

The same view of the Gordon shopping centre in recent times. The roadway has been widened considerably 
over the years. 

Photo: Google Street View.  

Do you have any ‘Then & Now’ photos of Ku-ring-gai? We'd love you to share them with us! 

Send them to editor@khs.org.au along with their descriptions. If possible, please also tell us where the photos 
came from, so that we can attribute them to the appropriate photographer or source.   

                                                                                                                                Highly   Recommended!  

Want to get more bang for your membership 
buck?  I highly recommend Peter Stehn’s one-
on-one training session, Introduction to the 
KHS Intranet. In 30 minutes, Peter covers the 
essentials of what’s on our updated Intranet. 
The session involves a short introduction, then 
is hands-on, so you learn by doing.                
Participants also get a very helpful handout – 
the diagram is an example from it. Even long-
term members may be surprised what           
resources the KHS has! The Intranet’s            

resources are free for members to access on Tuesdays and Fridays (10am-2pm).  

                             If you want an introduction to, or a refresher course on, KHS Intranet resources,   

                                                        contact Peter Stehn on 0423 096 609.   

                                                                                                                                                          Judith    Godden                                                                                                          
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ADMINISTRATION  

President Lorna Watt 0402  028  034   

Vice President Annet  Latham 0431  479  987   

Treasurer Ken  Bromley  0414  419  456   

Secretary Judith Godden  0408  967  937    

     

Committee Ralph  Davis    

 Marilyn van Eerde 0418  269  126   

 Morrison  Hammond 0425  303  525   

 Geoff  Little 0411  885  870   

     

Appointees     

Accessions Jennifer  Wallin 9983  1871   

Book Sales Margaret Holland 9488  5452   

Catering Vicki Williams 0401  914  524   

Computer Systems Peter Stehn 9489  9488   

Curator Ann Barry 9144  6480   

Built Heritage Group Lorna  Watt 0402  028  034   

     

Historian Editor Lorna Watt 0402  028  034   

Indexing  Beth Facer 9988  0823   

Newsletter Editor  Geoff  Little editor@khs.org.au                                          

Public Officer Marilyn van Eerde 0418  269  126    

Research  (Fam Hist.) Leone Stumbaum    

Tour Contact Yvette Reeve 0414 249 737   

Speakers’ Programme Beverley Dunstan  9419  8526   

Web  Masters  Peter  Stehn 9489  9488   

                                                 Ralph  Davis          webmaster@khs.org.au  

Welfare  Officer Jill  Nicholson                         9144  6948 

     

     

                          
     

     

 

     

     

DIARY   DATES 

NOVEMBER  2022     

 Saturday   19   :   2pm - General Meeting   

           Girt  Nation    

                                Presenter   :  David  Hunt  

Thursday  24    :    Tour - West of the Sydney Harbour  

                                 Bridge cruise 

 

                     ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

                                          2023 

JANUARY   2023     

 Saturday   21   :   2pm - General Meeting   

           Enjoying the past through Postcards   

                                Presenter   :  Jeff  FitzGerald    

FEBRUARY   2023     

 Saturday   18   :   2pm - General Meeting   

           Peter Finch : Australia’s Player King   

                                Presenter: Em. Prof. John  Ramsland    

                    ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

                              The  Research  Rooms 

The research rooms are open every                                     

Tuesday and every Friday from                                     

10am to 2pm for research                                            

and general enquiries.   

                                 

                 The KHS committee meets on the first    

                      Thursday of every month in the  

                                     research room.                           
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Newsletter Details  

© Ku-ring-gai Historical Society Inc. and authors.              
The content may be reproduced as sourced from this 
newsletter with acknowledgment to named authors. 

Copy for publication should be sent as early as       
possible to editor@khs.org.au but no later than 13th of 
each month. Copy is accepted on the basis that         
Ku-ring-gai Historical Society has editing rights and 
that readers can reproduce it in whole or in part with 
acknowledgment to the authors. Articles should be 
WORD docs and photos as jpeg files. The views and 
opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of   
Ku-ring-gai Historical Society. 

                        For correspondence :- 

    
   Secretary           ~        secretary@khs.org.au  

   Membership      ~       membership@khs.org.au  

   KHS website     ~        webmaster@khs.org.au  

   Treasurer          ~       treasurer@khs.org.au                                                               

                                            Courtesy: Clevelandseniors.com 


