
    

                           

                           General  Meeting 

             2pm   Saturday   18th   February   2023 

       —  Peter  Finch:  Australia’s  Player  King —                                         

                       Em.  Prof.  John  Ramsland  

Our guest speaker will be John Ramsland, OAM, 

FACE, Emeritus Professor of History at the          

University of Newcastle. 

John’s latest research    

examines Peter Finch’s      

troubled formative years 

living in Mosman and         

also at Greenwich Point,          

followed by his rapid rise 

to fame in  radio drama, 

on stage and in feature films, and his later career as 

an international star. Finch served in WWII in the 

middle east in 1941 and, interestingly, was given 

leave to act in radio as well as theatre and film.  

  

About  John  Ramsland 

John was born in Manly in 1942 and educated at 

Manly Boys’ High 

School, Bathurst Teach-

ers’        College, and the 

Universities of New 

England,    Sydney and  

Newcastle.  

He is the author of many 

historical books, book   

chapters, journal articles, 

conference   papers and press  features. In 2003, he 

became Emeritus         Professor of History at the 

University of Newcastle after    serving there as 

Dean of the Faculty of        Education and later, Dean 

of the Faculty of Arts. 

 

          Peter  Finch 

 

 

 

 

Happy New Year everyone! Hopefully you have all 

enjoyed the break over the Christmas/New Year  

holiday period. 

We have now begun our Diamond Jubilee Year. The              

Ku-ring-gai Historical Society began at a public 

meeting held on 7 November 1963, initiated by      

Ku-ring-gai  Municipal Council and chaired by the 

Mayor, Alderman George R Nicol. At the meeting a 

committee was elected, a Constitution was agreed 

to, and the Aims articulated: 

To stimulate an interest in the history of Ku-ring-gai; to 

encourage and undertake research into, and the collection, 

preservation and recording of local historical material and 

information.  

Sixty years of continuous activity is a huge    

achievement for a voluntary community group. Let 

us all take some time to consider the journey       

travelled, goals attained, and the many members 

whose energy and commitment have enabled us to 

reach such a milestone. 

So that we can continue this great legacy and look 

towards the future, I encourage you to take an active 

role in volunteering. Your skills, talents, and        

contributions, no matter how big or small, will not 

only make a real difference to our Society, but you 

will also gain new skills and friends.  

 Volunteers don’t get paid, not because they’re 
worthless, but because they’re priceless. 

                                                (Sherry Anderson) 

 Looking forward to seeing you soon, 

                                                           Lorna Watt  
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2022 END OF YEAR CRUISE 

 WEST OF THE SYDNEY HARBOUR BRIDGE 

On June 1st last year, we had a very interesting 
and enjoyable cruise with the Naval Historical 
Society of Australia to mark the 80th anniversary 
of the Japanese midget submarine attack on    
Sydney Harbour. During that trip the naval    
people told us that they also ran regular cruises to 
explain naval related history of a number of     
islands west of the harbour bridge.  

Our tour group thought such an event would 
make an excellent end of year function and asked 
if we could make a booking, only to be told all 
remaining cruises for that year were fully booked.  
Not to be defeated so easily, we asked if we could 
have an extra cruise made available just for KHS. 
This was agreed to, provided we could guarantee 
70 passengers so, in early July, an email was     
distributed to all members asking for expressions 
of interest for a cruise in November.  

The response was remarkable. We received over 
90 registrations for members and their friends! 
The Naval Historical Society agreed to take 80 
passengers,    members paid by mid September 
and the cruise was confirmed for Thursday 24th 
November.  

As we neared this date uncertainties arose, firstly 
it looked like the trains might not be running then 
the weather turned ugly with gale force winds in 
Sydney, but our prayers were answered.  The 
winds abated and Thursday 24th November 2022 
turned out to be a beautiful, sunny, calm day, the 
trains were running to normal timetables and 
were free of charge! And so MV Bennelong 
pulled away from King Street wharf at 10am with 
eager passengers from KHS aboard, spread over 
three decks. Everyone had a good view 
(including of the lovely jacaranda trees along the     
harbour shores), they could hear the commentary 
and watch the presentations on large monitors.     

The cruise took in Goat Island, once a gunpowder 
store; HMAS Waterhen, the support base for our 
mine sweepers; Mort Bay, which was opposite 
Goat Island, (during WWII Mort’s Dock built  14    
minesweepers and 4 frigates). We then circled 
Spectacle Island which had a long history of  
making gunpowder and storing ammunition. It is 
now the home of the Navy’s Heritage Collection. 
Next was a look at Snapper Island, no longer in 
use but with a proud history of training sea      
cadets, many of whom later joined the full-time 
navy. The major destination was Cockatoo Island 
which has a fascinating history – too long to  
summarise in this report – where ships were 
built, war damaged vessels were repaired and 
our submarines were refitted, carried out by a        

workforce of, at one time, over 4,000. The MV   
Bennelong nosed into what once were dry docks at 
Cockatoo Island and, as a bonus, we were able to 
view the stage, lighting and props that had been set 
up for the opera Carmen being staged on the      
island. A delightful morning tea was served during 
the cruise and we returned to King Street wharf for 
a 1pm finish. 

This cruise is run monthly and for anyone who was 
unable to join us and who is interested in this 
cruise as well as a number of others offered by the 
Naval Historical Society, all can be found on their  
the website which is www.navyhistory.org.au .  

                                                          Tour Team  

     ———————— //  — ———————   

          

              MEMORIES OF SNAPPER ISLAND 

In late November 2022 I joined the Naval Historical 
Society of Australia’s ‘West of Sydney Harbour 
Bridge’ cruise, organised by the tour group of       
Ku-ring-gai Historical Society, which brought back 
memories of Snapper Island in my youth. 

When I was at high 
school, I considered  
joining the school army 
cadets. I  mentioned this 
to Lindsay  McDonald, a 
boy who lived nearby 
who told me about the 
naval cadets he had 
joined based on Snapper   
Island. He described the 
sailing lessons and the 
weekends spent on    
actual navy ships. This 
seemed more exciting 
than marching around 
the school parade-
ground so I joined up 

and spent a couple of years with them. 

        West of the bridge  -   (Goat Island in the middle of the photo) 

Sea  Cadet  Graeme  Collins 

http://www.navyhistory.org.au
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Snapper Island was run by Commander Forsyth. 
He was not a serving naval officer but was very 
well supported by the navy a with a number of 
serving and reserve officers volunteering as       
instructors. 

We were all given genuine navy uniforms            
including caps but our ‘tally bands’, the ribbon 
that goes around the hat and says which ship you 
are from, e.g., HMAS Sydney had STD   Snapper Is. 
on it.  STD stood for Sydney Training Depot, not                                                                  

the more embarrassing modern usage. To get to 
the island we took a tram to Balmain and walked 
down to the Elliot Street Wharf where a launch 
would pick us up at set times. I think the launch 
was provided by the  Navy.  

The island was laid out somewhat like a ship with 
a building at one end known as the ‘bridge’. There 
was a large compass from a scrapped warship and 
if you were on bridge duty you had to note and 
log the weather regularly, run up signal flags, etc. 
We had parades on Wednesday nights as well as 
on Saturdays with sleepovers until Sunday, once a 
month.   

On weekends we were able to take the sailing   
dinghies out and bumble around the harbour. Of 
course we were shown how to tie knots, read maps 
etc. On a number of occasions we had overnight 
stays on some of the mothballed navy ships that 
were moored near Clifton Gardens. One          
memorable excursion was to HMAS Albatross the 
naval air station at Nowra – we were taken by   
navy bus and allowed to sit in aircraft - but only 
on the ground. 

The Navy gave great support to Commander    
Forsyth. I recall one Saturday parade, being in-
spected by Admiral Showers, a full-time serving 
officer. I think this level of support was because   
many cadets joined the full-time Navy when old 
enough; Lindsay McDonald did – I almost did, but 
went on to other things. 

                                                                Graeme Collins 

 

 

 German Special Interest Group 

Our German SIG met on 12 December 2022 with 10 
devotees present, who opened the meeting with a 
light-hearted rendition of the opening lines of Stille 
Nacht, heilige Nacht to set the mood of the season. 

Tony Karrasch briefed members on German family 
history activity on the web over the past two months 
and provided updates on IGGP Conference planned 
activities – also see www.iggp.org 

Our revived group initiative, 'German Ancestors of 
Ku-ring-gai Historical Society Members', was        
discussed at length.  (see below)   

Deb Dietz treated us to a very interesting and        
informative presentation on her recent European  
ancestor hunt. Members were most impressed with 
the unfolding story of her ancestors and were       
encouraged by the obvious success of her quest. 

The meeting closed with a festive afternoon tea 
which combined the usual excessive quantity with 
delicious quality. 

The next meeting will be held at 1.30 pm on Monday 
13 February 2023. Visitors welcome! 

                                                                  Peter Stehn 

                      

              Ancestors of KHS Members  

        from German-speaking Communities 

 

Would you like to research, discuss or write the     
story about the migration of your German-speaking 
ancestors to Australia? If so, the KHS German      
Special Interest Group is now working on the next     
version of 'German Ancestors of Ku-ring-gai        
Historical Society Members'. 

We can help you research and write the story of your 
German-speaking ancestors, and enhance it with 
source references, maps and images. Your ancestor 
story could be included in an in-house booklet, plus 
an electronic version made available on our Intranet. 

If you are interested, come along to a KHS German 
SIG meeting – the next meeting is at 1.30 pm on 
Monday 13 February 2023 or send an email to 
khsysadmin@tpg.com.au with the subject line:     
German SIG Ancestors. Your interest will be         
forwarded to our experienced team for action. 

                        ——— //  — —— 

         

   

    

   Snapper  Island  ~ c1960s        Image: City of Sydney Archives    
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   A modern day aerial photo of St Ives showground 

           

                  Vale  ELAINE TURNIDGE                   

                      27.10.1934 ~ 19.11.2022 

Elaine joined KHS in 2003, and soon became        
involved in various Society groups, including the 
Family History Group. Through her activities with 
the Society, Elaine made many lifelong friends. 

Born Elaine Quigley, Elaine grew up in Roseville, 
attending Roseville Public School and Hornsby 
Girls’ High School followed by Business College. 
She was a regular room volunteer as well as    
working weekly with the preservation group in the 
KHS research room transcribing handwritten      
historical documents and local history records. In 
2012,  Elaine was appointed our first Welfare 
Officer. 

At the May 2015 General Meeting, Elaine was     
presented with the inaugural Hazel Perdriau     
Volunteer of the Year Award for outstanding       
service to Ku-ring-gai Historical Society. 

                  Members Forum, 19th March  

                           the ‘OMG’ factor  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember finding out  something during your     
history research or reading and thinking OMG: oh 
my gosh, how amazing!  Or hearing about others’ 
unexpected discoveries which surprised you as well? 
Now is your chance to tell others about one of these 
‘oh my gosh’ moments, as well as to share in others’ 
OMG moments.  

Members will have 5 minutes to tell us about      
something you discovered that made it an OMG    
moment. If you wish, bring along a few illustrations 
on a USB stick or an item you want to talk about. The 
aim is for a short, relaxed chat about things of        
historical interest among friends. If it’s relevant to 
local Ku-ring-gai history, all the better! 

To take part, email Judith at Secretary@khs.org.au 
from 1st March giving the title of your presentation.  
You can volunteer to talk on the day, but times will 
be allocated on a first in first served basis.  

   ————————— //  — ——————— —  

     Photographing difficult headstones 

Kim Phillips, President of the Ryde District Historical 
Society, has kindly passed on the following tips for 
anyone attempting the often-difficult task of         
photographing old family headstones. 

1. Use a reflective car window sun-shade (as in  
photo) to aim light onto the headstone.     

The reflected light can help to make the        
headstone more readable and easier to           
photograph. This process can be used on any 
headstone regardless of what they are made 
from. 
You can get an idea of the difference the  

  Elaine Turnidge receiving the award from Graham Lewis 

                            New  Members 

We extend a warm welcome to the following new 

members who recently joined the society.  

         Elliot  Lindsay     from     Darlinghurst  

            Lyn  Payne        from      Beaumaris,  Victoria 

    Margaret  Morris     from      Killara 

We hope you will find your membership             

rewarding and look forward to your participation 

in the many activities we have to offer each year. 

 

mailto:Secretary@khs.org.au
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                          Family   History    

                          
There has been a lot of work happening behind the 

scenes in the society to help get the Family History 

Group up and running in 2023.   

Two ‘Introduction to Family History’ courses were    

organised; the first was held in September 2022 and 

the next is due in February 2023.   

The September ’Introduction to Family History’ 

course had 12 participants and was very successful.  

The February course, due to start on 16 February, 

will have the same number of participants and    

follow the same format as the September course.  

Joy and Allan Murrin will again be leading this 

course. 

 

On Saturday 11 February 2023, 10.30am to 12.30pm, 

at Ku-ring-gai Historical Society’s Research Room, 

Jenny Joyce will be giving a talk on ‘Beginning 

Scottish Research’.   

SYNOPSIS - 
You might be wondering how to do Scottish  Research. 

Do you just go to the Scotland’s People website and start 

searching?  The short answer is no. You need to          

understand the many upheavals in the Scottish Churches 

over time and the unique Scottish legal system.           

Unsurprisingly, not all the important records are on that 

website.  Learn about the unique skills and strategies 

that will help you undertake successful Scottish research. 

 

There are some new things in the pipeline for     

Family History, so stay tuned. 
                                                    Lorraine  Henshaw 

SPECIAL  NOTICE 

PLEASE NOTE:                                    
Family History Workshops will now             

be held on the second Saturday of the 

month. 

reflected  light makes in the following photos – 
when enlarged, the photo on the right allows 
you to read the writing: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Marble headstones, like the one in the photos 

above, can be particularly hard to read.   The 
following process can be used ONLY on marble: 

 
    You will need: • powdered chalk • a small      

container • a small paintbrush • water • a    
stirrer • a soft cloth.  

  Method: 
Make a paste of the chalk and water OR buy a 

bottle of dust-off REMOVABLE marking 
chalk (be VERY sure that it is removable as 
many are indelible).  

Paint all of the words on the headstone then  
allow the paste to dry. 

Use a soft cloth to wipe off the excess chalk, 
then let the remainder dry fully. When dry, 
the words and other details can be seen 
clearly.   

The chalk can be easily washed off with water 
when you are finished.  

 
   The following photo with, in this case, purple 

chalk gives an idea how the chalk allows the 
words and symbol to be easily read.  

 

 

     Tour  Team  Leader 

Over many years, KHS    
members and friends have 
been on lots of great  tours. 
As the tour leader position is 
now vacant, the committee is 
looking for someone to fill 
the position.   Anyone    ? 

            ( See  page  6 ) 
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                                                         ~~~      remembering     KHS     tours      ~~~~ 
Tours around Sydney and some to country areas have allowed KHS members and friends to see many of the 
attractions of our great city.  The Tour Team pre-visited some of these locations to make sure that the day out 
would  run smoothly. Most of the trips have been highly successful and now the Tour Team have decided to  
retire from the organisational side of tours.  
 
The Maritime Museum, the Police Museum, the Historic Aircraft Restoration Society (HARS) and the Anzac 
Memorial in Hyde Park were among the memorable days that the KHS members and friends remember.   
 
Now KHS is seeking some  members who are interested in tours to lead a new team to carry on with the       
organisation of tours for the benefit of KHS members and friends. Comprehensive details of most of the       
previous tours are available.   
                           For more information please contact :            secretary@khs.org.au  

 

                   HARS  at  Albion  Park 

      Kakoda Memorial at Wahroonga   

 
        Bea  Miles grave,  Rookwood 

      The  Riverboat  Postman,  Hawkesbury  River 

           Wisemans  Ferry 

     Anzac Memorial , Hyde  Park 

North Head Quarantine Station 

     HMAS Vampire , Sydney Maritime Museum 

Sydney Cricket Ground 

   Justice and Police Museum, Circular Quay 

 6 

mailto:secretary@KHS.org.au
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      Ku-ring-gai...              Then...  and  Now          

                                                                                                                                   by    Dick Whitaker  

                                      Image: Ku-ring-gai Historical  Society                                                                             Image: Google  StreetView 

Then: 

Gordon Rd, Lindfield (now Pacific Highway) opposite the railway station, 25 November 1914. The damage was the   
result of a tornadic thunderstorm that swept across the area.  

 Now:  

A similar view today. The buildings and their facades have changed a great deal in 108 years.  

The yellow and red dots indicate structures common to both images. 

                 Do you have any 'Then & Now' photos of Ku-ring-gai? We'd love you to share them with us! 

                 Send them to editor@khs.org.au along with their descriptions. If possible, please tell us where                                   

                 the photos came from, so that we can attribute them to the appropriate photographer or source. 

     ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~//~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~            

 David  Hunt's  third  volume  -  'Girt Nation' 
 

On Saturday 19 November David Hunt spoke to 
the Ku-ring-gai Historical Society on the third    
volume of his Australian historical series           
centred around the title 'Girt’.   This word we sing 
together when lifting up our voices with the         
National Anthem and wonder at it. 
David lives in Ku-ring-gai, so to have him speak to 
the society gave us a chance to revel in his  
achievement of writing and publishing three     
volumes of history. 
Each book covers a different period in our history 
with a personage depicted on each one important 
to that period, but not necessarily the most         
important one.   Volume three has Alfred Deakin 
on the cover.  The photo shows a serious, bearded 
gentleman with a magpie on his head, a splatter by 
his feet.  It gives one the knowledge that this      
history does not fit the normal mould. 
David took us on a fast paced, witty, racy,        
boisterous, rather irreverent ride of life, beginning 
with Deakin. This man, who was to be elected           
Australia's Prime Minister three times, was rather 
an anomaly, for although a Christian, he         
championed Spiritualism. In the lead-up to       
Federation in 1901 he became active in the         
Theosophical Society but took pains to obscure 

 
 
his spiritual leanings from the public. This was a wide
-ranging speech.  Words tumbled fast and furious.  
At a cracking pace David spoke about Banjo Patterson, 
Henry Lawson, the Sudanese and Boer Wars,           
economic protectionism, how the Labor Party spent 25 
years arguing about policy, the Immigration             
Restriction Act of 1901, the Disenfranchise Act of 
1902, establishment of Compulsory Military Service, 
to then switch to Catherine Spencer Walker, the first 
woman candidate to stand for parliament. 
This led to David speaking on the 'rights' or ‘lack of 
rights’ for women.  He peppered it  with some fun 
facts.  For example there was the National Women's 
Dress Movement.  It appears women often caught fire 
under their voluminous crinolines so it was deemed 
essential they wear  bloomers or trousers to cover 
their nether regions.  Did they wear nothing below 
then, I wondered. 
This volume 'Girt Nation' is well worth reading.  It 
complements the previous two and would make a 
wonderful gift to a history teacher who wishes to    
impart Australian history without tears or fears. 
David, it was a wacky window you gave us.  It was 
most invigorating and enlightening. I thoroughly    
enjoyed it.  
                                                            Elizabeth  Dokulil 
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ADMINISTRATION  

President Lorna Watt 0402  028  034   

Vice President Annet  Latham 0431  479  987   

Treasurer Ken  Bromley  0414  419  456   

Secretary Judith Godden  0408  967  937    

     

Committee Ralph  Davis    

 Marilyn van Eerde 0418  269  126   

 Morrison  Hammond 0425  303  525   

 Geoff  Little 0411  885  870   

     

Appointees     

Accessions Jennifer  Wallin 9983  1871   

Book Sales Margaret Holland 9488  5452   

Catering Vicki Williams 0401  914  524   

Computer Systems Peter Stehn 9489  9488   

Curator Ann Barry 9144  6480   

Built Heritage Group Lorna  Watt 0402  028  034   

     

Historian Editor Lorna Watt 0402  028  034   

Indexing  Beth Facer 9988  0823   

Newsletter Editor  Geoff  Little editor@khs.org.au                                          

Public Officer Marilyn van Eerde 0418  269  126    

Research  (Fam Hist.) Leone Stumbaum    

Tour Contact     

Speakers’ Programme Beverley Dunstan  9419  8526   

Web  Masters  Peter  Stehn 9489  9488   

                                                 Ralph  Davis          webmaster@khs.org.au  

Welfare  Officer Jill  Nicholson                         9144  6948 

     

     

                          
     

     

 

     

     

DIARY   DATES 

 FEBRUARY   2023     

Saturday    11   :   10.30am Family History Workshop  

           Beginning  Scottish  Research  

           Presenter:  Jenny  Joyce  

Monday     13   :   1.30pm – German SIG Meeting  

Thursday   16   :   2nd  Family History Course begins  

 Saturday   18   :   2pm - General Meeting   

           Peter Finch : Australia’s Player King   

                                Presenter: Em. Prof. John  Ramsland    

MARCH   2023    

Saturday    11   :   10.30am Family History Workshop 

                                The Major Changes at the NSW State  

                                Archives 

 Saturday   18   :   2pm - General Meeting   

           Members’  forum   

APRIL    2023     

 Saturday   15   :   2pm - General Meeting   

           The  Mighty  Sunderland   

                                Presenter   :  Denis  Smith     

MAY    2023     

 Saturday   20   :   2pm - General Meeting   

           Sydney’s Planning  History    

                                Presenter   :  Prof. Paul Ashton      

                  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The  Research  Rooms 

The research rooms are open every Tuesday and 
every Friday from 10am to 2pm for research and 
general enquiries.              

 The KHS committee meets on the first Thursday of 
every month in the Research Room.                              

                KHS bank details are as follows:-        

                            BSB            …      032-083 

                            A/c  No.     ...     248971                        
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Newsletter Details  

© Ku-ring-gai Historical Society Inc. and authors.              
The content may be reproduced as sourced from this 
newsletter with acknowledgment to named authors. 

Copy for publication should be sent as early as       
possible to editor@khs.org.au but no later than 13th of 
each month. Copy is accepted on the basis that         
Ku-ring-gai Historical Society has editing rights and 
that readers can reproduce it in whole or in part with 
acknowledgment to the authors. Articles should be 
WORD docs and photos as jpeg files. The views and 
opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of   
Ku-ring-gai Historical Society. 

                        For correspondence :- 

    
   Secretary           ~        secretary@khs.org.au  

   Membership      ~       membership@khs.org.au  

   KHS website     ~        webmaster@khs.org.au  

   Treasurer          ~       treasurer@khs.org.au                                                               

 


