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Sydney Harbour
At our February 2010 General Meeting, we were led
through a very interesting presentation by North Sydney
Council historian, Ian Hoskins, author of recently published
Sydney Harbour: A History, UNSW Press, 2009. Rather
than a prepared speech, Ian used a series of images
reproduced from the book as a set of prompts, touching on a
wide range of subjects.
The harbour started life as a river valley, but was drowned
by rising sea levels, probably around 6,000 years ago. When
white settlement began there were many aboriginal rock
carvings to be seen, but many quickly disappeared as new
buildings were built around the harbour. Many of these
carvings show images recording or celebrating a salt water
environment, rather than a fresh water one. No doubt many
other carvings disappeared under the rising sea, along with
middens and other traces of aboriginal occupation.
Hoskins described how Phillip and Bennelong pursued
their separate political objectives in the early years of white
settlement, with Bennelong suspected of orchestrating
Phillip’s spearing at Manly in order to advantage the clans
on the southern side of the harbour.
The early years of white settlement were marked by
hunger, as the settlers struggled to cope with unfamiliar soils
and weather. They clearly didn’t understand the ecology
and the opportunities for making better use of the harbour
and sea. That said, many of the clashes with aboriginals
arose from competition for fishing spots, such as Kirribilli.
And by 1865 fishing stocks in the harbour had fallen to such
an extent that various species were declared protected.
Whaling was the basis of much economic activity in the
harbour – in the 1830s and 40s employing more people than
activities centred on sheep – including building ships for
whaling. Thomas Mort and others established dry docks.
Garden Island was established in 1859, but it took the
visit of the American “Great White Fleet” of 16 battleships
in 1908 to trigger the establishment of an Australian Navy.
The visit attracted huge interest – more than at any time
until the Federation celebrations, with 80,000 said to have
watched the fleet’s arrival from South Head.
Some harbour headlands were reserved for defence;
others such as Bradley’s Head were protected from early
coal-mining proposals. However, it wasn’t until the 1850s
that steps were taken to prevent the alienation of the 100
feet nearest the water.
Arthur Streeton and his fellow artists produced many
paintings of the harbour, but hardly ventured west of
McMahon’s Point. Other well-known names who have had
a significant impact on the harbour, or played their part in
describing it, are Utzon, Seidler, Lawson and Trollope.
Based on notes by Graham Lewis

Coming Meetings
(Gordon Library Meeting Room)

Next Society General Meeting
Saturday 17 April at 2 pm
MAJOR GENERAL “TUBBY” ALLEN
Architect of Victory on the Kokoda Trail

STUART BRAGA tells the story of Major-General
“Tubby” Allen, commander of the 7th Division
forces responsible for the break through which
secured victory in the toughest campaign in which
Australian soldiers ever had to fight. Yet in his hour
of triumph Allen was relieved of his command.
Stuart Braga, historian and former teacher, is the
author of a number of military history books as well
as a history of Barker College.
Afternoon Tea will be available.
Visitors welcome.

Next Family History Meeting
Saturday 3 April
11 am War Service Research - especially
your Gallipoli relatives. Kim Phillips
will assist with this morning session.
2 pm Kim Phillips “Spirits of Gallipoli”
(for more details see page 6)
Afternoon Tea will be available.
Visitors welcome.
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Calling all Mac/Apple users

2010 Historian

If you are interested in a workshop or discussion group
in May or June to help Mac users choose and use a family
tree program, please contact Jackie van Bergen on 9403
3044.

Research for the next Historian is well under way. The
focus is the area east of the highway from Ku-ring-gai
Avenue, Turramurra to Grandview Street, Pymble.
Some of the team are collecting information on listed
houses and the families who lived in them. Streets include
Alma, Bobbin Head, Graham, Grandview, Merrivale, Station,
Taunton, and Telegraph (all these are in Pymble) and Kuring-gai Avenue, Boomerang, Turuga, and Warrangi Streets
in Turramurra
If readers have helpful information, or photographs of
the houses or people who lived in them, could you please
leave a note at the rooms or contact: Jennifer Harvey, phone
9489 6390, jenniferharvey@optusnet.com.au, or Kathie Rieth
on frithie@netdata.com.au.

Concerned about the environment?
Then please consider receiving your KHS newsletter by
email. If you are interested in this, please phone the rooms
on 9499 4568 or email: khsinc@tpg.com.au

Society Workshops
• Thursday 8 April 10.15 to 11.15 am FREE NLA
Searches to Fill out the Stories - How to use the NLA
digitised newspapers and the NLA’s amazing new search
engine Trove to learn more about how your ancestors lived
and what they got up to, including photos - Jackie van
Bergen
• “ANCESTRY”
Cost: $5
Time: 10.15 to 11.45 am (note new time)
Peter Stehn is running two introductory courses:
Friday 9 April
Friday 16 April
Jenny Joyce will run an advanced Ancestry Course
“Getting the most out of the UK censuses”
Thursday 29 April
Please note that the above workshops are strictly limited
to one person per computer so everyone gets a chance for
hands on experience.
• Family History Workshop
Saturday 24 April 10.30 - 12.30: Jo Harris is running
Family Tree Maker Q & A Session. The cost for this session
will be $5 and includes morning tea.
Bookings for all Workshops are essential by emailing
khsinc@tpg.com.au, phoning the rooms or dropping in to fill
out the sheet with your name and contact number.
If you have expertise in a certain area of history,
genealogy, or use of Ancestry, we would love to hear from
you to help us run more workshops.

Society Tour
Thursday 20 May to the Quarantine Station at North Head.
The bus will leave Bannockburn Oval at 9 am SHARP
for a 10.30 am tour of the Quarantine Station. The guided
tour will take 2 hours, after which we will return by bus to
Bannockburn Oval, arriving approximately 1.30 pm.
Food and drinks will not be available.
You MUST wear solid comfortable walking shoes with
closed in toe, as there is a reasonable amount of walking
including up hills and stairs.
Cost will be $45 each (plus extra $10 for non-concession
or non-seniors cards), and is payable at the time of booking.
This cost is refundable only if you find a replacement person.
The tour is limited to 24 people.
Booking is by completing the form in the rooms (in the
Workshops Folder) and placing your money in the Secretary’s
folder.
Enquiries to Jackie van Bergen.
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Open Day at Tulkiyan, Gordon
Take a guided tour through Tulkiyan, Ku-ring-gai’s State
heritage listed, Arts and Crafts style house museum, during
the National Trust Heritage Festival in April 2010.
Uninterrupted occupation by the Donaldson family from
1913-1993 has preserved the property’s original structure
and furnishing style. Retained family artefacts inform visitors
of the family’s life throughout eighty years.
Date: Sunday, 18 April, 2010
Address: Tulkiyan, 707 Pacific Highway, Gordon 2072
(south of Gordon shops).
The house can only be seen by guided tour, of about one
hour.
First tour: 10am. Last tour: 3pm.
Tours throughout the day.
No bookings taken.
No disabled access.
Entry fee - Adult $10, Conc $8 - includes refreshments.
Enquiries to Friends of Tulkiyan volunteers: 9498 3754
or friendsoftulkiyan@kmc.nsw.gov.au

Real Estate Newspaper Clippings
Wendy Ermert and Estelle Howell have been clipping
for a number of years, but due to ill health have now retired.
Many thanks for the great job you have done.
We now require a couple of volunteers to continue this
project. The clippings are mainly from the North Shore
Times and these can be cut out at home.
If you are able to help, please email Ann Barry on
a.barry@optusnet.com.au or call 9144 6480.

Room Volunteers
Many thanks to the individuals who responded to our
request for room volunteers!

Our Website
Have you checked our website for useful links? It’s
www.khs.org.au
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Coming events of interest
• Inside Out – Backstage Tours of the State Library
Behind-the-scenes walking tour, includes the ONE
HUNDRED exhibition and ‘goodies’ bag.
Numerous dates from 16 Mar to 8 June – see
www.sl.nsw.gov.au
Bookings necessary - $20, ph: 9273 1770
• ONE HUNDRED - exhibition
Marking centenary of Mitchell Library – showcasing 100
extraordinary objects, most previously unseen. Exhibition:
9 Mar to 16 Jun, Guided tours (free) – numerous times,
see website www.onehundred.sl.nsw.gov.au
Free; bookings not necessary, meet in Macquarie St foyer.
• Inspiration & Influence – The Mitchell LIbrary
Series of talks on the history, influence & inspiration of
the Mitchell Library.
5 Tuesdays from 20 Apr to 18 May.
Free, bookings essential: 9273 1770.
• Out of the Vaults
Viewing of some of the Library’s most iconic and
intriguing items with their stories. Limited to 20 people.
1st Thurs of the month from Mar to June. $25 incl
drinks and canapés. Bookings essential: 9273 1770
• The Floating Brothel - movie
Three women uncover the tale of their ancestors on The
Lady Juliana arriving in Sydney in 1789. Thu 1 Apr at
12.10 pm.
Free, bookings not required. Metcalfe auditorium,
Macquarie St entrance, State Library.
• The Hunt for HMAS Sydney - movie
Eyewitness account of the quest to find HMAS Sydney.
Thu 29 Apr at 12.10 pm. Free. Bookings not required.
Metcalfe auditorium, Macquarie St entrance, State Library.
• Preserving your Family History
Emphasis on archival storage. Bring 1 or 2 items of
memorabilia to discuss care. Thu 29 Apr 9.30 am-12.30
pm, Mitchell Library. Bookings essential: $40, ph: 9273 1770.
• Unvaulted – Inaugural exhibition in the newly
refurbished Lower Town Hall.
Many items are civic memorials & official gifts.
6 Mar – 26 Apr 10 am to 4 pm. Free.
• Gore Hill Memorial Cemetery Tour
Need good walking shoes for this tour incl the initial burial
site of Mary MacKillop.
Sun 11 Apr 11am $25 ($20 for Nat Trust members).
Bookings essential: John May 9906 5106.
• Guided walks of North Sydney
15 & 18 Apr 9.45 am – 12.30 pm: Faces & Places of
Federation in North Sydney.
19 & 24 Apr 9.45 am – 12.30 pm: North Sydney: A
Premier Place to Live.
Free. Bookings essential: ph 9936 8400
Please look at the National Trust Heritage Festival booklet
in the rooms. This runs from 9-24 April and there are
many interesting events around Sydney.
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Member Profile - Angela Lind
I was born in
Adelaide,
South
Australia, then 18
months later my father,
who was in the Bank
of New South Wales
(now West-pac), was
transferred to Broken
Hill.
My first
memories are of the 2
years spent there,
experiencing
the
arrival of a sister, dust
storms, and games
with father, who also
used to show me the
“pot star” (which I
didn’t recognise until
years later!).
We, 4 of us, left Broken Hill in an A Model Ford laden to
the hilt as War in the Pacific ended, for Dad’s transfer to
Junee, where I started school.
Next transfer for Dad was to Sydney Office and we
came to live with his parents in Wahroonga, where I went to
the one-roomed infants’ “Bush School”. For 3rd class I
attended Waitara Primary, then came back to “The Bush
School”, which had become that year a primary school,
until gaining a place at Hornsby Girls’ High for 5 years.
I worked in a Chartered Accountant’s firm for a year,
then joined the Bank of New South Wales in the hope that
I could do some country service, but only went as far as
Canberra (Civic, whilst there was open, empty ground across
the road!).
Wanderlust was building however and after a trip to
Tasmania with 2 friends, I set my sights on the World and
with a friend “set sail” in Jan 1964 on the “Guglielmo
Marconi” for Naples, where our overland adventures beganthrough Austria, Yugoslavia, Turkey, the Holy Land, back
through Europe to Britain before sailing from Tilbury
(London) via the Panama Canal for the west coast of
America - transferring to another P&O ship to Sydney via
Japan, Hong Kong, Philippines, 15 months later. It took about
a year to settle back to work in the Bank after those
roamings.
I married in Jan 1968 and from unit life at Neutral Bay,
Fred and I came back to Ku-ring-gai, and have had some
interesting trips since: 3 to the Himalayas, and numerous
ones to Europe. My interest in family history led to my
being interviewed for “Scotland’s Story” which showed on
Scottish TV, participation in the First Fleet Re-enactment,
sailing from St Katherine’s Dock to Portsmouth in 1987,
and discovering new places and family (albeit distant).
An eclectic mix of volunteer work has been my
occupation since 1970 - genealogy the prime passion, Braille
transcription, coaching for Riding for the Disabled, and
Bushcare/regeneration being the main ones.
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HISTORY NOTES

Researchers study many maps. Most are prepared by
surveyors or estate agents for purely utilitarian purposes with
no artistic pretensions.
It was therefore a delight to find this one – a lithograph
by Frank Hinder, a noted artist who in the decades following
WW2 lived with his equally illustrious sculptor wife, Margel
Hinder, in a battle-axe block at 36 Nelson St, Gordon.
The map is a bird’s eye view of Gordon, Ku-ring-gai’s
“capital suburb”, dated 1947, and shows charming details of
daily life.
The schoolboy being caned, perhaps not so charmingly,
at the Gordon School contrasts with the jolly girl at
Ravenswood.
One wonders if those running down St Johns Avenue
were in time to catch the train, and whether the lovers in the
Park next to the Empire picture theatre were destined to tie
the marital knot.
Cutting firewood, mowing lawns, tending and watering
gardens, collecting eggs, playing tennis, hanging out washing
and dozing in the sun are just some of the activities pictured.
“The Primrose” on the corner of Werona Avenue and
Robert Street had us mystified for a time, until told it was
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Max Farley

the name of a popular refreshments shop on the corner.
The flower it sprouts is confirmation. The shop remains
today as a newsagent.
(The map is reproduced in “Frank Hinder
Lithographs” in the Ku-ring-gai Library. It was
published in 1978 by Odana Editions Pty Ltd)

Sydney In 1816
Browsing through a 1916 copy of the Royal Australian
Historical Society Journal we found much to tickle our fancy
in an article by J P McGuanne, FRAHS, titled A Hundred
Years Ago.
Some of the many snippets we were pleased to add to
our Trivia Store were that slab buildings were painted blue
and had fences of a darker blue, though we were not told
why.
We also learnt that poor citizens suffered from
“rheumatiz” and “brownchitis”, but on Sundays enjoyed the
luxury of “rheubar pie”, pumpkin pie, or wholemeal bread
baked in “drippin”.
That is what was said anyway. Our lives are now much
the richer for knowing these things.
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HISTORY NOTES
An Illustrious Historian
- Sir John Alexander Ferguson
Few in Ku-ring-gai would today recognise the name Sir
John Ferguson who lived for almost 30 years in Roseville.
His still-existing home was on the southern corner of Archbold
Rd and 81 Clanville Rd from the mid 1940s until his 1969
death. As an historical society we have particular reasons
for remembering him because of his outstanding work in
furthering knowledge of Australian history.
Born in New Zealand in 1881, he was the eldest son of
Rev John Ferguson who from 1894 until 1925 officiated with
distinction at St Stephens Presbyterian Church, then in Phillip
Street. Although his younger brother, Ernest, chose to follow
his father’s calling, John Jnr was attracted to law where he
conducted cases before the High Court and Privy Council.
In 1934 he was the first lecturer in Industrial Relations law
at the University of Sydney. This led to his appointment to
the Industrial Commission of NSW in 1936 where he served
until retiring in 1951. Though always courteous when on
the Bench, he demanded reasoned, “to-the-point” argument
from those who appeared before him.
However, it was as an historian that he perhaps made
his greatest mark. Early in life he became interested in
Australian history and this became a major passion. He
began collecting books, documents, periodicals and pamphlets
on the subject and continued to do so for the remainder of
his life. In this he had a particular advantage because his
first wife, Bessie, was the daughter of the publisher and

Recent acquisitions
• ‘Register Personal Notices’ Volumes 1-3 and Amended
Index for Volume 3, which should be used instead of the
index in Volume 3. The volumes cover the periods 18361859, 1860-1865 and 1866-1870. Edited by Reg Butler and
Alan Phillips and published over 1989 to 1993, with nearly
1400 pages. The “Register” is a South Australian newspaper
and the details predominantly relate to S.A. events. It covers
all birth, marriage, death and other personal notices appearing
in the Register from its commencement in 1836. It is not a
comprehensive list - other newspapers existed in S.A. at the
time or an event may have been overlooked - but is significant
as the indexes relate to over 110,000 entries from the text.
• ‘St Matthews Church of England Windsor NSW
Parish Registers 1901 to 1950’. Published by Lake
Macquarie Family History Group Inc 2006 (411 pages).
• ‘St Matthews Church of England Windsor NSW
Baptisms and Burials 1951 to 2000’. Part 1 Published by
Lake Macquarie Family History Group Inc 2009 (411 pages).
• ‘St Matthews Church of England Windsor NSW
Marriages 1951 to 2000’. Part 2 Published by Lake
Macquarie Family History Group Inc 2009 (416 pages).
• ‘Sydney Harbour A History’ by Ian Hoskins. Published
2009 (359 pages).
• ‘The Hidden Thread - Huguenot Families in Australia’.
Published by the Huguenot Society of Australia Inc 2009
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Max Farley

bookseller George Robertson. Though Australian history
was his foremost interest, his collection extended to religion,
military history, the languages of Pacific Islands and, not
surprisingly, aspects of the law. His book collection grew so
large it is said he had to move to larger homes, from
Greenwich to Hunters Hill, to Roseville, to accommodate it.
He wrote and published books on several of his favoured
topics but his outstanding and best remembered work was
the seven-volume Bibliography of Australia (1784-1900).
He aimed to include in it a description of everything published
about Australia. The first volume appeared in 1941 and the
last in the year of his death. Librarians and bibliographers
simply refer to it as “Ferguson”.
Sir John also gave much of his time to the Royal Australian
Historical Society with which our own Society is affiliated.
He was President of the RAHS in 1922 and then in 194042. He saw the acquisition of the Society’s current home,
History House, in Macquarie St. Beyond this, he was a
Trustee and President of the Public Library of NSW and
served on its governing body until he died.
The Ferguson Collection of books and other items of
Australiana, numbering over 34000, is now in the Ferguson
Room at the National Library in Canberra. In further
recognition of his importance, the RAHS from time to time
arranges for a prominent person to present the John
Alexander Ferguson Memorial Lecture on Australian
history, bibliography or literature. Of recent times this has
been held in the Hall at St Stephens.
and edited by Robert Nash (263 pages).
• ‘The Beginnings of the Hills District’ Published by
Hills District Historical Society Inc 1987 (81 pages). An
indication of the area covered – Castle Hill, Baulkham Hills,
Kellyville, Annangrove, Glenhaven, Dural.
• ‘Pioneers of Newcastle N.S.W.’ by James McClelland
and published 1985 (56 pages). Includes copies of the
Governors’ despatches for 1800 and the Electoral Roll for
the District of Newcastle – 1880 (unfortunately males only).
The last half of the book is a list of Pioneers and Civic Leaders
of Newcastle with mainly one or two lines per entry. The
pioneers apparently includes businesses and services.
Bruce Robinson

Newsletter contributions invited
If you have any short item of general interest to share,
please send it to the editor (bob_barry@optusnet.com.au).
What about some great success you’ve had in tracking
down that elusive relative? Or interesting information about
an early Ku-ring-gai house? Or perhaps an anecdote about
the problematic building caveats in your street or subdivision?
Why not share it with members?
On the other hand, maybe you’d like to comment about
the Society or the Newsletter, or have found something you’d
just like to gripe about. If you have anything that might be
of general interest, just send a Note to the Editor. If space
permits, it will be printed in the next issue.
Bob Barry
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FAMILY MATTERS
Family History Meeting 6 March
11 am Session
Jo Harris welcomed 22 members including 2 visitors who
later joined the Society. No resources were demonstrated;
instead it was Q&A. First question was about illegitimacy.
Many questions – some helpful advice – much fun and many
digressions, as we do on such occasions.
2 pm Session
38 members and visitors attended the meeting chaired
by Jo Harris.
Next Family History Group meeting on Easter Saturday
3 April will be related to War Research – Kim Phillips will
be attending, then in the afternoon will speak about her project
“Spirits of Gallipoli”.
Family Tree Magazine lists new resources available–
remember publications each month from other Historical
Societies are in our rooms
Shoalhaven Family History Conference to be held FridaySunday 17-19 September at Bomaderry Bowling Club – book
early, especially for accommodation.
Book Reports/Visits/Tours/Advice etc
• Joy Walker “Colonial Ladies, Lovely, Lively & Lamentably
Loose” by Judith Dunn
• Max Farley - Dexter Taylor, Freemasons book had an
interesting article on Macquarie
• Jo Harris “Forgotten Australians” about non Anglo/Celts
• Julie Werner advised Tour of Sydney Town Hall 15 April
• Shirley Morley walked some of Macquarie’s Sydney
including Sydney Hospital
• Angela Lind advised History Week to visit Macquarie
Towns
• Joy Walker visited Miss Traill’s home and garden.
• Jo and Yvette Reeve visited four South Coast Cemeteries
and the Illawarra Family History Group Meeting
• Max visited Sutton Forest’s “Hillview” country residence
of some NSW Governors
• there is to be a celebration of Huguenots at St Swithuns
on 21 March.
• Jo advised Use Google More – check Commonwealth
War Graves site for people killed in the war – she found
information about her own grandparents in London killed by
a bomb – pages and pages from Australian Red Cross links
Civilians lost in the war and Missing and Wounded – the
Gordon Library has SMH microfilm 1831-1961complete,
1954-1955 limited on line, 1961-1977 microfilm —Remember
too if there are any resources you want please ask.
Jo then called on Max to conduct an election for the
Family History Group – all positions became vacant – Leader
Jo Harris, nominated by everyone in the room and
unanimously elected!!! Committee Jenny Joyce, Stella Green,
Beverly Robinson, Elaine Turnidge and Trevor Whitehead –
all indicated their willingness to stand, Stella in absentia, these
names to be sent to the Society for ratification (Lyn Done
did not stand).
Raffle was won by Margaret Scott, a visitor friend of
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Wendy Ermert; she chose “History of the North Shore” by
Les Thorne, and is now a member.
Q&A – Important to list the family name – Margaret Scott
“Naymeth” 1865 Northumberland – Jan Cook “Corrie”, also
Gilbert Islands – Carol Field “Katherine Cole” – Julie Werner
“McKay” 1850 Scotland
“Random Acts of Kindness” website mentioned, also
“Shipping” – that elusive needle in the haystack – check
Mariners and Ships in Australian Waters website http://
mariners.records.nsw.gov.au you may have a lucky find.
From notes by Elaine Turnidge

The Spirits of Gallipoli project
For the past 9 years, Kim Phillips has spent her spare
time on the Spirits of Gallipoli project, trying to find as
much information as possible about the men of the first AIF
(our First Anzacs), who are either buried, or commemorated
at Gallipoli. Details about the project can be found at
www.spirits-of-gallipoli.com
In late May 2010, Kim and 11 other self-funded
enthusiasts made their way to Gallipoli, to photograph all the
headstones, memorials and cemeteries. These photos now
form part of the large amount of information held by the
project, on the men. The presentation will give a brief history
of the Gallipoli Campaign along with details of the project.
If anyone has any information, Gallipoli-based items, or
relatives who are buried at Gallipoli, please bring it all along
to the presentation (Saturday 3 April, 2 pm).
Kim has served on the Committee of the Australian
Jewish Genealogical Society (AJGS) since 1998 and has
given presentations in 2006 at the NSW & ACT Association
of Family History Societies Annual Conference, 2004 at the
24th International Association of Jewish Genealogical
Societies in Jerusalem, 1999 and 2001 Society of Australian
Genealogists Annual Conferences, and many more. She
has led workshops at the Society of Australian Genealogists
and Central Coast Genealogical Society.

Memories of West Pymble
West Pymble Public School will hold a Fair in September
and wishes to include a display of the history of the area.
KHS will organise a display of local, family and school
history. Do you have any photos/documents about West
Pymble? If you have any material, we will scan/photocopy
them, and return the originals to you. Please contact Ann
Barry at a.barry@optusnet.com.au or 9144 6480.

Family History Course - 8 weeks
Starting 10.30 Monday 17 May. Each week you will
learn “how to use” various resources.
There will be a talk, printed notes and assignments weekly.
Come along and learn so much more about the resources at
our “Research Centre”, on the intranet, and the internet.
Society Members $125 - non-members $150.
Anyone interested in doing this 8 week course should
contact Jo on 9489 4393.
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Writing Family Histories
Many will recall Carol Baxter of St Ives, who spoke to
our Society a while ago about two Sydney scandals she had
featured in two of her books. The prime perpetrators were
Jane New, a convict, and John Stephen Jnr, the Registrar of
the Supreme Court. Carol proved to be just as lively as a
speaker as she was an author.
Towards the end of last year it was mentioned she has
now put out a short book, Writing Interesting Family
Histories. In it she encouraged family researchers to include
in their family histories such information as they can unearth
about the personalities of the people involved, the events
with which they were connected, the economic, social and
political life of their times and why they moved to and lived
where they did.
Our member, Kathie Rieth emphasised this same point
in a Workshop she led in our Rooms during February. By
humanising family histories it is much more likely they will
be read and treasured by future generations rather than
abandoned in a bottom drawer or left sitting on a computer
file probably unreadable after a few years. If they were
kept at all. One has to admit that pure genealogy centring
on dates and places carries little reader appeal.
Carol’s book gives a lot of hints on what might be included
and where to find the information. It does not aim at turning
all its readers into professional authors but just to include
background information, perhaps even opinions, that turns
dry facts into a readable story offering their future generations
both knowledge and enjoyment.
The Society has arranged for members to have copies of her
book. It normally sells at $22 but members can have it through
the Society for $17. For copies, contact Max Farley on 9499
7113. Orders close on 3 April.

Automated Document Scanner
The Society has a new automated document scanner. It
can scan a pile of printed paper documents, and then “read”
the writing and convert it to a Word document.
The Word documents then need to be checked and
corrected if the scanner has mis-read any words.
We need volunteers to learn to operate the machine, and
use it to process some of our paper-based records (such as
our vertical files – it cannot scan anything bound as a book).
If you would be interested in volunteering, please contact
Jenny Joyce 9440 2131, or Jackie van Bergen 9403 3044.

Note to the Editor
There is a nice lady called Jo
Who is full of get up and go
She organised trips
Without any blips
Because research was her M.O.
Lynn Vigo
b. (2) Gordon & St Ives
a. Burley Griffin
c. 1906
c. Sacred Heart Catholic Church
d. Storekeeper at Gordon
a. June 1972
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1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Answers to Quiz
(see P. 8)

BUILT HERITAGE

Our last newsletter noted two recent acquisitions:
Margaret Coleman’s books on PLC, one about the Chapel
and the other Dorothy Knox. Coincidentally I have on loan
from the library her previous book, This is Pymble College
1916-1991, looking for information on the first buildings
erected for PLC. This is to do with a current Historian
project, researching listed houses in Telegraph Road. No.
37 was the family home of William Allison Grant, Master
Builder, of John Grant & Sons Ltd who in September 1914
won the contract for PLC from architects McCredie &
Anderson.
PLC Council had bought the land in August 1913 and in
December Dr Marden announced “a college for young ladies
will be built on the most modern lines. The idea is to have
an administrative block, consisting of 24 schoolrooms, a large
school-hall, a large dining-room and kitchen, a library and
museum, a very large and modern drawing-room, and
numerous other rooms. The boarders will be housed in single
houses, standing quite apart from each other, not more than
20 in each building.”
By November 1915 the “cluster of fine buildings” was
nearing completion. And by this time William Grant and his
new wife Winifred Crane had been living in their new home
Carinya, No. 37 Telegraph Road, for nearly two years.
William had bought his land in April 1913, well before
Marden announced PLC was to be established. I wonder
why the Grants chose Pymble? Their families lived in
Ashfield, some distance away: for newlyweds, starting their
own family; this could have been difficult. Why did the firm
tender for PLC? As far as I can tell this was the only school
they built and at this time the firm’s projects were all in the
city. Possibly William’s residence in Pymble was a factor:
he could provide constant supervision and in fact may have
been the partner in sole charge of the project.
By this stage Grants had a very sound reputation but I
do believe an extra consideration was their recently
completed work for McCredie & Anderson, a pile of buildings
for Mark Foy Ltd – a furniture warehouse and ironmongery
block on the corner of Elizabeth and Liverpool Streets (now
long gone). John Grant & Sons Pty Ltd were to build again
for McCredie & Anderson: the Killara Methodist Church in
Springdale Road (also long gone). Happily many of their
buildings still stand and would be familiar to anyone who
visits the city. It is impossible to walk along Market Street
without passing four: the two David Jones stores, the State
Shopping Block and Gowings Bros. Three of their buildings
won the Sulman Prize: in 1932 Science House at 157
Gloucester Street, in 1943 the Orient Line Building at 2-6
Spring Street, and in 1951 the Swedish Legation in Canberra.
Kathie Rieth
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Diary Dates

Copy for Newsletter
General copy for publication should be lodged with the
Editor, Bob Barry (bob_barry@optusnet.com.au), as
early as possible but no later than the 7th of the month
(except November and December), unless otherwise
arranged. Copy lodged before that date will receive
preference, all things being equal. Copy is to be
submitted on the understanding that the Society has
editing rights and that readers can reproduce it in whole
or part with acknowledgement. Material should
preferably be in electronic form.

New Members
We are very pleased to welcome to membership:
Helen Norton
St Ives
Fay Byron
Hornsby
Stanley & Lynette Willmot
Pymble
Graham & Susan Allan
Turramurra
Lorna Watt
St Ives
Margaret Scott
Galston
Katy Joscelyne
Glenorie
We know they will enjoy their time with the Society, and
that membership will open the door to many friends and
activities of interest.

QUIZ (answers on P. 7)
1. How many Ku-ring-gai suburbs do not contain a street
bearing their own name?
a. (1) b. (2) c. (3) d. (4)
2. Who designed the only Ku-ring-gai incinerator in 1929?
a. Burley Griffin b. John Bradfield c. B J Edwards
d. Edmund Blacket
3. Ku-ring-gai was proclaimed as a shire in ?
a. 1886 b. 1896 c. 1906 d. 1916
4. Ku-ring-gai Town Hall was formerly?
a. Robert Pymble’s home b. South West Observatory
Look-out c. Sacred Heart Catholic Church d. Spanish
Mission to Aborigines
5. In the early 1900s in Ku-ring-gai, Ah Chong was a?
a. market gardener b. checkers player c. junk owner
d. storekeeper
6. The first edition of Ku-ring-gai Historical Society’s
journal “The Historian” was published in?
a. June 1972 b. July 1974 c. August 1976
d. September 1978

Are you able to assist?
From time to time we receive requests for guided tours
of the Ku-ring-gai area.
An example is that on the 27 April Bankstown Historical
Society would like us to take them on a tour of Gordon.
If you can assist please contact Ann Barry.

Research Centre Hours
The Society’s Research Centre is at 799 Pacific Highway,
Gordon, adjacent to the Ku-ring-gai Library.
The Centre is open to the public from 10 am to 2 pm on
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday (except the
first Saturday of each month when members have a meeting).
It is closed over the Christmas period and on public holidays.
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Sat 3 Apr

Family History Meeting
11 am War Service Research - especially
your Gallipoli relatives.
2 pm Kim Phillips “Spirits of Gallipoli”
Sat 17 Apr 2 pm Society General Meeting
Stuart Braga, “Maj. Gen. ‘Tubby’Allen Architect of Victory on the Kokoda Trail”
Sat 1 May Family History Meeting
11 am Convict Women & Ships of Arrival
2 pm Ray Thorburn (Kiama Family
Research Centre): new research titled
‘The Girls of the Palambam arriving 1831’
Sat 15 May 2 pm Society General Meeting
KHS member David Wilkins will recount
some of his experiences with the
Australian Army in remote areas of PNG
in the 1960s.

Administration
President
Vice Presidents
Treasurer
Secretary
Immed. Past President
Committee members

Ann Barry
Jo Harris
Jennifer Harvey
Doug Milne
Jackie van Bergen
Kevin Callinan
Helen Davies
Jenny Joyce
Graham Lewis
Peter Stehn
Trevor Whitehead

9144 6480
9489 4393
9489 6390
9487 2853
9403 3044
9983 1525
9498 3754
9440 2131
9416 5818
9489 9488
9449 6426

Appointees
Accessions
Book Sales
Catering Supplies
Computer Systems Manager
Curator
Family History Leader:
Family History Committee:

Jennifer Wallin
9983 1871
Carol Rodgers
9488 8789
Glynn McGregor
9983 1124
Peter Stehn
9489 9488
Jennifer Harvey, Ann Barry
Jo Harris
9489 4393
Stella Green
9449 4388
Jenny Joyce
9440 2131
Beverly Robinson
9988 3775
Elaine Turnidge
9899 2635
Trevor Whitehead
9449 6426
Historian Editors
c/- Jennifer Harvey
9489 6390
with Kathie Rieth, John King, Bob Ross
Newsletter - Editor
Bob Barry
9144 6480
Newsletter - Local History
Max Farley
9499 7113
Publicity
Sue Dunston
9498 8720
Public Officer
Helen Davies
9498 3754
Research Team
Kevin Callinan, Lyn Done, Max Farley, Jo
Harris, Jennifer Harvey, Beverly Robinson,
Trish Thomson, Trevor Whitehead
Speakers Programme
Beverley Dunstan
9419 8526
Volunteers Roster
Heather Davidson
9144 1844
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