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Saturday 2 April
FAMILY HISTORY MEETING
11.00am Workshop
Non-Conformist Records, Mostly
Baptist – Stella Sutherland
2.00pm General Meeting, followed by
The Ku-ring-gai Art Society

Corps, a “forgotten army” of 140,000
men sent by the government of China
to work, and sometimes die, in the
Allied cause by freeing soldiers from
much manual labour behind the
trenches.
KU-RING-GAI
COUNCIL AWARDS
On 3 March, Mayoral Certificates were
awarded to KHS volunteers for their
services to KHS.
Gerard Esquilant, Margaret Holland,
Marie Rumsey and Jean Smith.
Congratulations.

Speaker: Rowena Monty, pastpresident and life member of the K.A.S.
will talk about the Society’s Golden
Celebration book which she has
written, and memories of her 30 years
of involvement with the Society.
Afternoon Tea will be available.
Visitors welcome.

Saturday 16 April
2.00pm Chinese Coolies in France
Speaker: Gordon Mar
Gordon Mar returns with a little known
story of WWI and the Chinese Labour

Ku-ring-gai Historical Society was
also presented with a Mayoral
Certificate. That award represents
recognition of the effort put into the
Society by all volunteers and members
Treasurer’s Update.
We sold a variety of books this month.
Gross sales amounted to $251 and net
sales were $132. Copying, membership
fees, donations, research fees and
interest amounted to $217. Our two
tours this month netted us $508. Our
total income for February therefore
amounted to $858. Our total expenses
for the February amounted to $850.
Thus in February we recorded an $8
surplus leaving our current surplus of
over
$7,000
untouched

FEBRUARY MEETING
Frank Hurley - Photographer and
Adventurer.
At our February general meeting Tim
Griffiths, lawyer and arbitrator,
speaking against a backdrop of his
famous photographs, gave us an
insight into the mind of Frank Hurley:
photographer, adventurer, Antarctic
explorer war photographer and film
maker.
Tim is the author of
Endurance, an historical novel in
which Tim attempts to get into the
mind of Frank Hurley to answer
questions which have plagued his
biographers since his death in 1962.

Born in 1885, the third of five
children. The earliest information we
have of Hurley is of him running away
from Glebe Public School and from his
family when he was just 13, an action
that still remains unexplained. He
worked in an iron foundry in Lithgow,
returning home two years later. At
night he studied at technical college
and attended science lectures at nearby
Sydney University.
Developing a
passion for photography, at 20 he
joined Harry Cave in a postcard
business and earned a reputation for
the high quality of his work, often
taking risks to secure the best image.
In 1910 he gave the first exhibition of
his work and the following year he was
appointed photographer on Sir Douglas
Mawson’s Antarctic expedition. This
was followed by other adventures: a
car trip through northern Australia,
filming in Java and a second voyage to
Antarctica
to
rescue
Mawson.

Hurley’s fame grew and in 1914 he
joined Sir Ernest Shackleton on a third
venture into Antarctica, resulting in his
most evocative images - of the their
ship Endurance being destroyed by
pack ice and of the crew’s heroic
struggle for survival, resulting in his
famous film, In the Grip of Polar Ice.
With WWI raging, Hurley joined the
Australian Imperial Force as official
photographer. In France he ran great
risks to film amongst exploding shells,
producing some of the great images of
war, e.g. ‘Morning at Passchendaele’
and ‘The Battle of Zonnebeke’ .

Episode after the Battle of Zonnebeke 1918

But these were composite images,
made by merging several negatives,
which Charles Bean described as
“little short of fake”. Disgusted with
army
administration,
censorship,
criticism and his ‘burning resentment’
of war, Hurley resigned but was sent to
the Middle East. In Cairo he met a
young opera singer and after a ten-day
courtship
they
were
married.
Returning home Hurley exhibited his
photographs, films and lectured, all
with acclaim. Still seeking adventure
he flew with Ross Smith on the last leg
of his flight from the UK - filming
Australia from the air and made two
long filming trips through Torres Strait
and Papua before clashing bitterly with
Sir Hubert Murray, the Papuan
administrator, over alleged bad
publicity presented in his film Pearls
and Savages and in 1925 he was

refused entry to Papua for further
filming. By the 1930’s Hurley was
still filming and seeking adventure but
by now his meticulous style clashed
with the high pressure of contemporary
studio productions and Hurley was not
willing to compromise.
In WWII Hurley again served as
official photographer with the AIF but
the methods used in WWI were no
longer applicable and he clashed with
younger film makers like Damian
Parer, who found him “old-fashioned
and eccentric”. Returning home at 61
he filled his time with journalism. He
published several books of still
photography and lectured. He died at
his Collaroy home in 1962 aged 77.
So how do we sum-up Hurley? This
was the problem addressed by Tim
Griffiths in his first novel Endurance.
Tim found him to be “a strange man”
who didn’t have any real friends. He
clashed with people who wrote history.
Mawson took legal proceedings
against him. Shackleton admits he
was not a nice man.” Was this the
result of the trauma he experienced in
Antarctica and war, “moving from one
terror to another?” Griffiths goes so
_______________________________
MARCH FAMILY HISTORY
MEETING
11.00am Session
18 members attended the morning
session which was called ‘Tackling
Brick Walls’.
Jenny Joyce had prepared a list of 13
things to do when faced with a brick
wall beginning with “Defining the
question”, looking at all your
information and looking at all the
children. One very useful activity was
to construct a timeline and Jo Harris

from his account of the rescue at
Elephant Island. He clashed with Bean
over the composite images. By all
accounts he was not a nice man.” Was
this the result of the trauma he
experienced in Antarctica and war,
“moving from one terror to another?”
Griffiths goes so far as to suggest that
Hurley may have been a victim of
Asperger’s syndrome.
Perhaps we should leave Frank Hurley
as the Australian Dictionary of
Biography saw him. “(he) was always
restless, a self-styled loner who braved
danger in exotic areas to provide
romance and adventure for armchair
travellers. For three decades he
inspired Australian film makers and
photographers and was the most
powerful force to shape Australian
documentary film before World War
II.”
Doug Milne

_______________________________
distributed a sheet to help do this.
After Jenny had explained nine other
strategies, Jo then asked for members
to explain a brick wall and she and
Jenny made suggestions of where to
look. Three members had Australian
brick walls, two had English ones and
one had a Belgian one. One of the
English ones was successfully
‘climbed’ and the other members went
home with very useful suggestions to
follow up.
2.00pm Session
Jo Harris opened the meeting by
welcoming everyone especially our
speakers, Pat O’Brien and Dorothy

Warwick. She then read an excerpt
from Cobley’s book for 5 March, 1788
when the weather was only 23 degrees
Celsius and there was rain and
lightning.
KHS President, Graham Lewis
reported that four members of the
Family History Group had been
presented with Mayoral Certificates at
the Opening of Seniors Week Function
and that Ku-ring-gai Historical Society
received one.

photographs. Pat operated the power
point presentation and Dorothy did
most of the talking. The first
Australian postcard was issued in 1875
in NSW closely followed by Victoria
in 1876. Her oldest postcard was a
shopping list with no picture from
1887 and an Election Day one from
1889. Before 1905, one side of the
postcard was for the address and the
other was for a short message next to
the picture.

Neil Falconer gave details of the tours
that are planned and urged members to
book early.

Some of the topics were:- greeting
cards for special occasions; personal
photographs; animals, cities, both in
Australia and overseas, places of
interest like Taronga Zoo, suburbs,
theatres, World Wars I and II, advertisements, cute children, cars and other
vehicles, sport, actresses, fashion,
whimsical pictures and amusing
messages. Dorothy showed examples
of all of these.

Seminars
Unlock the Past Talks by Judy Russell
and Paul Blake.

Some people collect cards by
particular printers or by artists like
Mabel Lucie Attwell, the latter being
very expensive.

Exhibitions - Reports
Tom Roberts at the Australian
National Gallery.
50th Anniversary of Decimal Currency
at the Mint in Canberra.

There are postcard collecting clubs that
hold fairs at regular intervals and, of
course, there is EBay if you would like
to take up a new hobby when you have
finished your family history.

Jo then listed the events which the
Society is organising in March/April,
details of which are in the Newsletter.
Of special importance is the
Volunteers’ Lunch on Saturday, 16
April.

Family History Group Committee
Graham Lewis conducted the election
for the 2016 Committee. Jo Harris was
elected as leader of the group. Six
committee members were elected as
follows: - Lorraine Henshaw, Margaret
Holland, Jenny Joyce, Yvette Reeve,
Jean Smith and Elaine Turnidge.
Speaker: A Walk Down Memory
Lane with Postcards and Pictures
Jo then introduced the speakers, Pat
O’Brien and Dorothy Warwick from
Holroyd Local History Research
Group who took us on a walk down
Memory Lane with postcards and

John Wilson thanked both ladies and
presented them with a KHS bag and a
book each.
Lucky Door Prizes
These were won by Angela Gapes,
Margaret Robinson and Angela Lind.
Notes by Jean Smith.
© Ku-ring-gai Historical Society Inc. and
authors. The content may be reproduced
as sourced from this newsletter with
acknowledgment to named authors.

VOLUNTEERS’ LUNCH, 16 April
As you can see from the insert, KHS
is holding its Volunteers’ Lunch a
month earlier this year.

Registration of interest by April 16.
Put your name on the registration form
in the KHS Bookings Folder at the
Centre.

Our volunteers are the cheerful force
behind all of our activities as a
thriving Society and the KHS
Committee would like to acknowledge and thank our many wonderful
volunteers who have faithfully
contributed to the Society during the
past year as room volunteers and
researchers,
collecting
and
preserving records and generally
assisting with the numerous duties
required to run our vibrant
organisation.

This revision series is only available to
members who have previously
graduated from Jo’s Family History
classes. It is revision only.

This year a number have received
community awards for their
excellent volunteer work. See list
elsewhere in the Newsletter. We are
justifiably proud of your outstanding
achievements.

If you cannot commit to a tour before
it is full, or if you miss out on a tour,
please put your name on the waiting
list. A place may become vacant, or in
some cases we may hire a larger bus.

Please take the time to attend the
‘Thank you Luncheon’ if you are able
and enjoy some well deserved ‘time
off’ in the company of fellow
volunteers.

Exploring Ku-ring-gai Tours

The Research Centre will be closed
for the day to enable preparations
for the event.
Your RSVP is requested by Friday 8
April to Geoff Little, phone 9449
3131
or
email
geofflittle@bigpond.com
Family History Revision Series
Jo Harris will be conducting a revision
series of Family History Research
lectures beginning in the Research
Centre on Friday 13 May, continuing
on May 27, July 8, July 29, September
2 and September 23. Cost of $50 to
cover photocopying and use of
resources. Payment on May 13.

TOURS
General Information
A tour folder for information and
bookings is in the KHS Research
Centre. Bookings can only be made in
person at the Centre. Pre-payment is
required. No refunds can be made.

These tours (which include lunch)
continue to be very popular as they
reveal very interesting (and some
generally completely unknown to
many) aspects of our area.
Several more of these tours are
planned for coming months and an
‘Expression of interest form’ is
available in the Research Rooms for
those members and friends who would
like to indicate their interest. Details of
future tours will be in later Newsletters.
ANSTO
The upcoming tour on April 5 to the
Australian Nuclear Science and
Technology Organisation (ANSTO) at
Lucas Heights filled up very quickly
(first day) and arrangements were
made to hire a larger coach. We now
have 46 members and friends
participating.

State Records
A visit to the State Records will be
made on Wednesday May 25. If you
want to search, a reader’s ticket can be
obtained online.
Bookings will open on May 7 after the
Family History Meeting. Close May
21. Cost $40 including lunch and
return transport.
Tramway Museum at Loftus
The tour on March 16 was very
interesting indeed.
The volunteer
members of the museum were dressed
as ‘old time’ tram drivers and
conductors, which added to the interest.
After a trip into the Royal National
Park in a 1930s tram we were guided
through the very large on site museum.
The Gaol Tram which was used to
convey convicted felons to Gaol, along
with many other exhibits captured the
interest of many in our group.
We then travelled to the picnic area at
the Audley Weir in the Royal National
Park for lunch. The return trip
followed the foreshore of Botany Bay
via Carr’s Park and Sans Souci.
SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS
Mac Sig
The group generally meets in the
Research Centre on the first Monday
of the month but because of the
Seniors Festival it will meet on April 5
at 2.00pm in the Research Rooms.
Come with information about new
apps, programmes etc. There will be a
Q&A.
Irish Sig
The SIG is participating in the Seniors
Festival Friday 8 April.
See next column.

KU-RING-GAI SENIORS’ FESTIVAL
KHS Events
Saturday 19 March, 2pm, Gordon
Library Meeting Room 1
Brian Fletcher: Anglicanism and
Shaping of 20th Century Australia.
Friday 1 April, 10.30am, Gordon
Library Meeting Room 1
Early Ku-ring-gai. Morning tea.
Bookings essential 9499 4568
Saturday 2 April, 2pm Gordon
Library Meeting Room 1
Rowena Monty – The Ku-ring-gai Art
Society. Afternoon tea.
Monday 4 April, 10.30am. KHS
Research Centre, Old Gordon School
(next to the Library)
Introduction to the Ku-ring-gai
Historical Society. Morning tea.
Bookings essential 9499 4568
Monday 4 April, 1.30pm. KHS
Research Centte, Old Gordon School
(next to the Library.
Recording your memories and family
stories.
Tuesday 5 April, 10.30am. KHS
Research Centre, Old Gordon School
(next to the Library)
How to research your house. Morning
tea. Bookings essential 9499 4568
Friday 8 April, 10.30am. Gordon
Library Meeting Room 1
Introduction to your family history.
Morning tea. Bookings essential
9499 4568
Friday 8 April, 1.30pm KHS
Research Centre, Old Gordon School
(next to the Library)
Irish family history research special
interest group.

17 April Commemoration Walk
BUNGAROO AND THE FIRST
EXPLORATION TO KU-RINGGAI IN APRIL 1788
One of the most interesting things
about what became Australia’s first
official overland exploration from the
15th to 17th April 1788 is this:
“It is most unlikely that anywhere in
the world there could, with certainty,
be located an area of land upon which
the founder of one of the World’s great
civilisations camped while on an
expedition vital to its future. This
however is true of Australia and its
first Governor. Moreover that bit of
God’s earth remains in a complete
state of Nature to this day and humanly
speaking should remain so for all time
save for the erection of a suitable
memorial
to
Phillip’s
great
contribution
to
the
British
Commonwealth of Nations and thereby
to the World.”
Source: Papers of C. Bowes
Thistlethwaite, published in "The
Historian" in 1972 (Volume 1 No.1).
On Sunday 17 April 2016 there will be
a gathering to commemorate the 228th
anniversary, to the day, of the 1788
exploration, led by Captain Arthur
Phillip, the first Governor of NSW,
from Bungaroo into the now Ku-ringgai area.

THIS MONTH’S “ WHERE IS”
Where is this house in Ku-ring-gai ?
Who lived there ?
Answer to last month’s “Where is”:
Bushranger Reserve is on the
Eastern Arterial Road, Killara

At the Hunter Street, St Ives entrance
to the Bungaroo Track (opposite no.72
- "Founders Way”), at 10am, a short
talk will be given by Giles Tabuteau,
of the Ku-ring-gai Preservation Trust
and Friends Of Pymble, about the
importance and significance of this
exploration
into
Ku-ring-gai.
Information will be provided by
members of the Ku-ring-gai Historical
Society and the Arthur Phillip Chapter
of the Fellowship of First Fleeters.
After this Giles will lead a walk to
Bungaroo, the place at the tidal limit of
Middle Harbour Creek where Captain
Phillip's party camped on the night of
16 April 1788, before heading the next
day into the forests of Ku-ring-gai.
Those who would like to participate
should wear solid footwear and a hat,
and bring a snack and a water bottle.
The last part of the walk down to the
Bungaroo site is unmade, steep, and
difficult. The time taken (return) will
be about two and a half hours. If
raining the walk will be postponed.
Those not undertaking the walk may of
course do their own exploration and
learn more about the area, or bring a
folding chair, thermos and snack, then
wait to hear the returning hikers’ tales.
Enquiries: Jo Harris
jayaitch@optusnet.com.au

DIARY DATES

Administration

Saturday 2 April
FAMILY HISTORY MEETING
11.00am Workshop
Non-Conformist Records, Mostly Baptist –
Stella Sutherland
2.00pm General Meeting, followed by The
Ku-ring-gai Art Society
Speaker: Rowena Monty, past-president
and life member of the K.A.S. will talk
about the Society’s Golden Celebration
book, which she has written and memories
of her 30 year’s involvement with the
Society.
Afternoon Tea will be available.
Saturday 16 April General Meeting
2.00pm Chinese Coolies in France
Saturday 7 May
FAMILY HISTORY MEETING
11.00am Workshop TBA
2.00pm General Meeting followed by
Making the Most of Your Visit to State
Records, Kingswood
Speaker: Gail Davis
More information under Tours
Visitors welcome.
New Bookshelves
With Jennifer Thredgold leading the
project, we now have a wall of new and
safer bookshelves in the Research Centre.
The clutter has gone. Thanks go to Jennifer
and her team of helpers.

President
Vice Presidents

Graham Lewis
9416 5818
Jo Harris
9489 4393
Jenny Joyce
9440 2131
Treasurer
Annet Latham
9440 3998
Secretary
Elizabeth Dokulil 9498 4558
Immed. Past President
Jennifer Harvey
9489 6300
Committee Members
Morrison Hammond 9449 7447
Lorraine Henshaw 9988 0522
Margaret Holland 9488 5452
Jennifer Thredgold 9144 6320
John Wilson
8086 1720
Family History Group
Leader
Jo Harris
9489 4393
Committee
Lorraine Henshaw 9988 0522
Margaret Holland 9488 5452
Jenny Joyce
9440 2131
Yvette Reeve
99870904
Jean Smith
9498 4468
Elaine Turnidge
9899 2635
Appointees
Accessions
Jennifer Wallin
9983 1871
Book Reports
Richard Facer
9988 0823
Book Sales
Margaret Holland 9488 5452
Kathie Rieth
Catering
Margaret Holland 9488 5452
Vicki Williams
9415 8833
Computer Systems Peter Stehn
9489 9488
Curators
Ann Barry
9144 6480
Jennifer Harvey
9489 6390
Historian Editors Jennifer Harvey
9489 6390
Lorna Watt
9440 8010
Indexing
Beth Facer
9988 0823
Membership Secretary
Lorraine Henshaw 9988 0522
Newsletter Editor Morrison Hammond 9449 7447
Publicity
John Wilson
8086 1720
Public Officer
Helen Davies
9498 3754
Research Team Leader Joan Stebbing 9489 6476
Social Media
Jill Ball
9653 1888
Speakers Programme Beverley Dunstan 9419 8526
Volunteers Coordinator Geoff Little
9449 3131
Webmaster
Andy Joyce
9440 2131
Welfare Officer Elaine Turnidge
9899 2635
WW1 Writers & Researchers Group Coordinators
Kathie Rieth frithie@ netdata.com.au
David Wilkins
0411 186752
Newsletter Deadline

Please send email copy for
publication to editor@khs.org.au as early as possible,
but no later than 15th of each month. Copy in electronic
form if possible, is accepted on the basis that Ku-ring-gai
Historical Society has editing rights and that readers can
reproduce it in whole or part with acknowledgement.

