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Saturday 6 August 

FAMILY HISTORY MEETING 
11.00am Workshop: Your favourite Family 
History website. 

2.00pm General Meeting followed by 
Skeletons in the Closet, Speaker: Graham 
Lewis. 
Graham Lewis will open his family closet a 
little, rattle a few skeletons from his family tree 
and share tales of philandering, bigamy and 
divorce, liberally sprinkled with old photos, 
portraits, gaiety girls, brick walls, post cards, 
etc. with a bit of speculation. 

 
James Arthur Schott (1831-1888), 

Graham's 2xgreat-grandfather, born at Fort York, Upper 
Canada. Died in Hobart, Tasmania. He was a brilliant 
musician, but a man with a faulty moral compass. 

Afternoon tea will be available. 

Visitors welcome. 

 

Saturday 20 August 

2.00pm ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
followed by General Meeting and then a talk 
by David Wilson, The Votes that split the 
Nation. 
David Wilson, a KHS member and military 
historian has previously given very interesting 
talks to KHS members. 

   
Topical cartoon and picture of Billy Hughes 

In this talk he will address the controversies 
surrounding Prime Minister Billy Hughes' 
attempt to raise more troops for the flagging 
war effort and the ensuing bitterness and 
diverseness of the conscription votes of 1916 
and 1917. 
David will also comment on the then 
outrageous security measures he introduced as 
background to his policies, such as restricting 
press coverage of events etc. - some interesting 
parallels for today. 
Billy Hughes was a sometime Ku-ring-gai 
resident in Nelson Street, Killara. 
David is co-author with Wayne Matthews of 
Fighting Nineteenth, a detailed historical 
account of the 19th Infantry Battalion, which 
was recruited in Sydney, involvement in WWI. 
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Women in Business in the Nineteenth 
Century 
Dr Catherine Bishop from the Australian 
Catholic University is an advocate and 
historian of our pioneer women and the author 
of Minding Her Own Business: Colonial 
Businesswomen in Sydney. (NewSouth Books, 
Sydney, 2015) on which she based her talk at 
our May meeting. 

 
Catherine asked ‘How many monuments are 
there to our pioneer women?’  Very few – and 
all celebrating women as wives and mothers – 
with the exception of course Mary Reiby on 
our $50 note.  Even though Sydney’s 1850 
population was equally divided between men 
and women we still think of 'men as the real 
pioneers  - the women just came along for the 
ride’.  Catherine pointed out that there were 
several pioneer women who continued to 
manage the family farm, as widows, or were 
publicans and school teachers – many noted in 
the society’s publication “Women of Ku-ring-
gai.”  But the ones we remember, it seems did 
what women were apparently expected to do 
back then - keep house, raise the children and 
for some, lunch with the governor's wife! 
But most families had working-class and trade 
backgrounds, and just as today a second wage 
was essential.  Also women who did not have a 
husband or whose husbands were absent, 
intemperate or insolvent, had no choice but to 
work to survive when the dole or government 
relief were unknown. Usually with young 
children, running a small business which they 
could often do from home, was for these 
women the most suitable employment. 
It was these women that Catherine teased out 
from the available sources: Trove, State 
Records 1842-1880, bank archives, Sands 
Directories and insolvency records where the 
typical excuse for going out of business was: 
“my husband died” or “losing husband’s 
support.”  She also came across a wonderful 
resource in the diary of Phoebe Hayman ~1835 
and regretted that more women didn’t keep 
diaries.  One must also remember that whilst in 
earliest times a convict's wife would be given 
the land grant and her  husband would be 

assigned to her, wives of free men, who were 
more common in the  mid-1800s, owned no 
property and couldn’t obtain a bank loan nor 
sign a contract.  All property was in her 
husband’s name - at least until she was 
widowed. 
Then Catherine took us for a “walk” down 
Sydney’s streets (courtesy of the 1857 Sands 
Directory) noting the vast number of 
businesses, shops, hotels etc run by women:  
Mrs Foot bonnet cleaner, Mrs Ann Smith 
dealer, Margaret Rooney pawn broker, Mrs Ma 
Anderson grocer, Mrs Hannah Wiley basket-  

 
Wiley & Sons Basket Makers.  Park St Sydney in 1858.  Mrs 
Hannah Wiley can be seen in the background (State library of 
NSW). 
maker, E Way & Co. draper (really Mrs Emily 
Way rather than her husband Ebenezer Way)  
were just a few of these.  And of course most 
of us remember the immense Anthony Hordern 
and Sons department store (demolished in 
1986) which had its beginnings as Mrs (Ann) 
Hordern’s in King St Sydney in the 1820’s and 
became for a while the world’s largest 
department store.  

 
Milne's Corner in 1900.  Mrs Elizabeth Milne moved to 
Goulburn in 1873 as a “widow” and opened a millinery shop 
which became a department store by the time she retired in 
1929 (Milne Archives). 

Catherine produced many more stories of 
women in business and left us to read her book 
to discover even more.   
Altogether a fascinating talk.       Doug Milne 
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Annual General Meeting 
Our 2016 AGM will be held on Saturday, 20 
August, prior to the General Meeting. 
The notice of meeting contains details of 
nomination procedures. See page 11. 
Names of nominees will be displayed in the 
Research Centre prior to the meeting. 
Nominations close on Friday, August 12. 
New Members 
We welcome  
Brian Fisher & Jennifer Riley  
Susanne and Peter Hledik 
Karen John 
Roger Knight 
as new and re-joining members. 
 
Membership Fees 
The new fees are $35 for a single and $40 for 
household. 
If you have a friend/s who may be interested in 
becoming a member, collect an introductory 
pamphlet and membership application for them 
from the Research Centre. 
 
Family History Meeting, July 2 
11.00am Session 
Jo Harris opened the meeting and welcomed all 
in attendance. The Workshop was “Exploring 
more KHS Intranet Local Resources” – a 
handout showing Local Resources at the KHS 
Research Centre was distributed and Jo opened 
several of those listed.   Also shown were NSW 
Government Gazettes.   Using the computers in 
the Research Centre, click on ‘Local 
Resources’ chevron on lower tool bar to find 
lots of information for research. 
2.00pm Session 
Jo Harris opened the meeting and welcomed 
over 50 members, new members and visitors 
with a special welcome to member Patrick 
Dodd, our Guest Speaker.   Apologies were 
listed in the attendance book. 
On This Day:  .....2nd July 1788:  A Wednesday 
there were “North-east winds, with persistent 
rain.  The temperature was 63 degrees F = 
17.2222222 Celsius.   (“Sydney Cove 1788” by 
John Cobley). 
Jo encouraged members to volunteer in the 
Research Centre.   Please think about it and 

visit the centre especially on the first or third 
Monday of any month, when experienced 
volunteers are on duty.   If Mondays do not suit, 
ring Geoff Little, the Volunteer Co-ordinator, 
on 9449 3131. 
Neil Falconer spoke about the upcoming 
exciting tours that have been organised.   Last 
chance until October 10th for the “Exploring 
Ku-ring-gai”.   A fun one coming up will 
explore your childhood with “Fairground 
Follies" at $60 and give you a chance to ride a 
horse on an authentic Merry Go Round.   This 
is great fun. 
Jo advised all the details re Murrin Transcript 
Service; Family Tree Connections for July 
shows page 14 re Lady Davidson Hospital; 
page 28 “Homeless Photos” (can you identify 
anyone?);  page 41 new website – 
www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/learn/search-
our-collections/city-of-sydney-employees-
1842-1900 -  
Additions to “deceased on line” – additions to 
“FindMypast” many new British Records (also 
available in small IT Room in the Library) – 
Additions to “Ancestry” Dutch records – 100 
million records – BDMs Births 1787-1915;  
Deaths 1795-1965;  Marriages 1795-1950 – 
New CD “Pioneers and Early Settlers of 
Australia”, a Bibliography of Published 
Sources Version 2 by Ralph Reid. 3 New 
Books; Newsletters Publications are regularly 
printed and put into Yellow Folder for one 
month. Several items were accessed 1st July, 
now kept in North East Corner of Main 
Research Room before being placed on the 
shelves. 
Book Reports, Conferences, Exhibitions:   Jo 
Harris spoke about “Garth Trilogy” 1 of 3;  
Elaine Turnidge “I Am Melba” about Dame 
Nellie Melba and her life and career;  Family 
History Conference at Camden in September 8, 
9, 10, 11 – book until 30th July.   Patrick Dodd 
advised about a new exhibition at the State 
Library of 300 photographs taken around Egypt, 
the Middle East and France by WWI soldiers 
and hand coloured. Books on offer for Lucky 
Door prizes were shown and later won by 
Janice Bellette who chose “Colonial NSW 
1853-1894” by Alan Sharpe;  Julia Green chose 
“A Brief History of Transport North of the 
Harbour” by L A Clark;  Audrey Turkington 
chose “Colonial Heritage – Historic Buildings 
of NSW” by Frank and Judith Leary;  Edie 
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MacDonald chose “North Shore Sydney” by 
Les Thorne – from 1788 to today (being 1968), 
and Vicki Williams chose “From Quarantine to 
QStation – Honouring the Past, Securing the 
Future” by Jennifer Cornwall and Simon 
McArthur. 
Jo closed the meeting with a special thanks to 
our Family History Group Committee, to 
Margaret Holland and helpers for afternoon tea, 
to those who vacuum and clean up and those 
who do the recording of meetings and all who 
help in so many ways to make this Group such 
a happy one. 
Jo then introduced Patrick Dodd, our member 
and Guest Speaker.   Before retiring in 2005 
Patrick had five decades of experience in 
education, training, tourism and public 
relations with British Airways, the Snowy 
Mountains Authority, the NSW Education 
Department, National Parks and Wildlife 
Service, the Outward Bound School and, from 
1989, with his own international training 
consultancy running programs in ten different 
countries. 
Patrick is now busier than ever as a volunteer 
guide and public speaker with the State Library 
and as a guide and mentor to six growing 
grandchildren. 
The Sydney Harbour Federation 
Trust 
In 1942 amidst the bombings in London, 
Patrick’s family received a box of goodies 
which included a map of Australia, tins of 
pineapple chunks, photos of Sydney and a 
special book!   In 1956 Patrick, as a £10 Pom, 
sailed on the “Orontes” with that special book 
and came to Sydney.    
Patrick spoke about the Sydney Harbour 
Federation Trust and the sites around Sydney 
Harbour including Cockatoo Island, Snapper 
Island, North Head Sanctuary Manly, Headland 
Park Chowder Bay, Headland Park Georges 
Heights, Headland Park, Middle Head, 
Macquarie Lightstation, Watsons Bay Marina, 
former HMAS Platypus and Woolwich Dock 
and Parklands.    
As these sites were surplus to the Defence 
Department, a Committee in London and Hong 
Kong decided to sell them off.   The Federal 
Government in Canberra decided that the 137 
hectares with 408 heritage buildings on these 
priceless sites around the harbour should be 

kept in public ownership. The Sydney Harbour 
Federation Trust was set up and as a self 
funding agency responsible for vision planning 
and management of sites around Sydney 
Harbour.   The Trust was funded for 10 years 
but now has to be self supporting with rents 
from buildings which include tenants such as 
solicitors and child minding centres.   All sites 
can be visited free of charge.   Patrick 
answered many questions and provided many 
brochures and postcards for the attendees.    
Jo advised that the policy was not to give 
member guest speakers a thank you gift, but 
relented as she knew Patrick wished to have a 
copy of “Sydney Cove 1788” by John Cobley.   
Patrick accepted it with pleasure.   Thank you 
Patrick for giving us a wonderful walk with 
you around these special sites of ours, owned 
by us all, in Sydney Harbour.   We look 
forward to your next talk. 

Notes by Elaine Turnidge. 
If you missed the session with Patrick Dodd 
talking about the Sydney Foreshore Trust, a 
similar talk can found at vimeo.com/49811473. 

General Meeting July 16 
Across Great Divides 
Susan Boyer is a writer who aims to make  
parts of early Australian history more 
accessible to her audience. Her talk 
demonstrated her skills. 
Her talk was built around slides making a 
written account difficult. In the following, 
Graham Lewis gives the essence of the talk. 
She mentioned Joseph Lycett as a convict artist 
who created some of the images that she used. I 
suspect that if you Google that name you'll 
probably recognise one or two of the images 
that she used.  Alternatively, I imagine we got a 
copy of her book and you'd be able to scan 
some from there.   

 
An example of Lycett's style 

The notes below are taken from my notes made 
while listening to Peter's recording.  The 
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approach of the talk and the book was unusual, 
continually challenging the reader/listener to 
put himself/herself in the position of the 
Europeans or natives observing each other and 
pondering the unfamiliar things and activities 
they were seeing.  

 
Susan Boyer 

So although her talk was certainly not fiction, 
the method of presentation encouraged the 
listener to use his/her imagination and I 
certainly found myself more engaged than I 
might have been, had Susan relied on merely 
quoting from the sources she used. 
For instance, the unclothed natives observing 
the clothed Europeans, and not understanding 
whether they were observing men or women. 
Or at least not until some of the natives 
managed to explain their puzzlement to one of 
the European men, who then obligingly 
dropped his trousers, to a mixture of 
amusement and embarrassment! 
Boyer explained that her book [Across Great 
Divides: True Stories of Life at Sydney Cove] 
was based on firsthand contemporaneous 
accounts of the early times in NSW – notably 
the accounts of Watkin Tenc and David 
Collins, but also the accounts of various other 
people on the first Fleet - convicts, mariners 
and others who kept diaries, or who wrote 
letters home to the UK describing what they 
were doing and seeing/hearing. Some of the 
comments attributed to the natives are derived 
from contemporary oral histories. 
Boyer also dealt with Phillip's conscientious 
efforts to engage with the natives, as instructed 
by George III and his senior civil servants in 
London.  Phillip interpreted these instructions 
to mean it was OK to "kidnap" a few natives 
and bring them into the young settlement at 
Sydney Cove, to show them how  Europeans 
lived, cooked and ate, and their various other 
activities.   
Phillip had a garden patch prepared so 
that  Bennelong could be taught to tend land 
and learn how to grow food – something that 

Bennelong could see no purpose in, given that 
he had plenty of food available at hand in the 
harbour, and on its shores.. So Bennelong's 
garden was again a failure. Phillip gave up! 
Their attempts to learn each others' languages 
met with more success. 
In 1789 smallpox began to cut a swathe 
through the native population, which had no 
previous experience or exposure to the disease, 
and therefore had  acquired no resistance to 
it.  Boyer recounted the story of one native 
whom the Europeans attempted to nurse 
through the disease with the help of medicine, 
but, given the state of medical knowledge of 
the time, their efforts were to no 
avail.  However, the native realised they were 
seeking to help him, and permitted their 
ministrations. Phillip also sought to ensure that 
any native children who were orphaned by the 
disease were cared for by European foster 
families.  Captain George Johnston's family 
was one that took such a role. 
Boyer also illustrated her talk with reference to 
stories of particular convicts, such as Henry 
Kable and his family, and young Elizabeth 
Hayward, who was only 13 when she arrived in 
NSW.  At the other end of the age scale, she 
also summarised the story of Dorothy 
Handland, age 82, sentenced for perjury! 
At the end of her talk, Susan fielded questions 
well and was rewarded by a vote of thanks 
proposed by Jenny Joyce and carried by warm 
acclamation.  Susan sold and inscribed  a 
number of books for members keen to 
purchase. 
Susan has recently also been interviewed by the 
ABC’s Richard Fidler.  That makes very 
interesting listening and is available as a 
podcast at 
 http://www.abc.net.au/local/stories/2015/04/23
/4221753.htm 
 
 
Treasurer's Report 
Net income for this financial year was $26,632. 
Our expenses amounted to $30,038 which left 
us with a deficit for the year of $1,408. 
                                                Annet Latham 
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SIGS 
Apple Mac 
The Apple Mac group had its usual meeting on 
4 July. 
Demonstrations of the way in which Family 
Tree Maker and Roots Magic can access 
genealogical records on line were made. FTM 
can access Ancestry.com if the user has a paid 
subscription and Roots Magic can access the 
LDS data base if the user has become a 
subscriber. 

Example of FTM match with existing name 
Next meeting 2.00pm, 1 August. 

 
Irish SIG 
The last meeting was a great success. Having 
learnt from our session about Griffith's 
Valuation, our new member had made some 
discoveries.  
Then we had a session on the history of the 
Plantations of Ireland. 
Next meeting will be on Friday, 12 August at 
1.30pm, when we will learn about Irish 
Newspapers Online. 
 
German SIG 
Twelve members and one visitor attended the 
20th June 2016 meeting of the KHS German 
Special Interest Group. Items discussed were: 
Alan Rost offered to give a presentation to the 
group at the next meeting on his experiences 
researching his German ancestors some 15 
years ago. The offer was enthusiastically 
received. 
A free Webinar on Digging Deeper in German 
Parish Records by Gail Blankenau was 
broadcast on Wednesday 22 June 2016 
(see http://familytreewebinars.com/webinar_de
tails.php?webinar_id=409 for further details. 
Leone reported steady progress with the group 
initiative, German Ancestors of Ku-ring-gai 
Historical Society Members. This is a group 
project whereby we summarize the histories of 
our German ancestors from the perspective of: 

• Why they left Germany 
• why they settled where they did in 

Australia 

• what they did or didn't achieve? 
• how some of their offspring ended up in 

Ku-ring-gai and 
• to what extent have German customs 

and language been preserved over the 
generations.  

Angela brought to our attention a series of 
interesting articles on German Immigrant Ships 
to NSW published by the Burwood and District 
Family History Group. The description of the 
articles can be viewed at:                                  
http://bdfhg.weebly.com/ances-tree-articles-by-
subject.html and scroll down to "GERMAN". 
KHS has paper copies of Parts 10 to 17 of the 
articles mentioned. 
During the round-table discussions: 
Tony described a book he recently acquired 
entitled 1864 by Tom Buk-Swienty describing 
the battle of Dybbol in 1864. Tony also praised 
a map site he used recently while searching for 
historic German maps of 1850 and 1855, 
see http://edmaps.com/  for further details. 
Frank showed a booklet he acquired from the 
Migrant Museum in Melbourne titled 
Australian Migrant Ships 1946-1977 by Peter 
Plowman. Frank also briefed members on his 
experience with obtaining translations / transc-
riptions of hard-to-read German script, and 
reported he got excellent results from a firm 
called Language Professionals.   
See http://langpro.com.au/ for further details. 
Next meeting, 1.30pm,  8 August.   

Peter Stehn 
TOUR DESK 
Reviews 
Mounted Police Unit  
Twenty four KHS members and friends visited 
the NSW Mounted Police unit on Tuesday July 
5. (Originally founded in September 1825 by 
Governor Brisbane.  The unit is the oldest 
continuously operating mounted unit in the 
world [London Mounted Police, 1828; Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police, 1873]. 
By 1830 the main detachment was at the 
Belmore Barracks in Sydney with three country 
divisions at Bathurst, Goulburn and Maitland. 
It moved to its present site in Surry Hills in 
1907 and now consists of stables, an 
undercover ménage, an electronic walker and 
the Mounted Police Museum.  Numbers of 
personnel and horses in the unit has declined 
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from a peak in the early 1900's of 800 and 900 
respectively to the present 36 Officers and 31 
Horses. 
Our tour commenced in the museum where we 
saw many items of police and equestrian 
equipment, saddlery, uniforms for both 
personnel and horses and weapons. On the 
walls were old photos of the mounted police 
performing varying tasks and duties. We  heard 
that in the early days the mounted unit was 
used to chase criminals including bush rangers, 
stock thieves and escaped convicts, as well as 
in ceremonial duties.  
Today the unit is used for ceremonial and 
escort duties, crowd control and operational 
support in public order situations. We learned 
that one mounted officer can be as effective as 
8 to 10 officers on foot in crowd management 
situations.   
Police horses are usually donated or purchased, 
and must meet strict vetting standards for 
temperament, soundness, trainability and stable 
handling.  Horses must stand 16 hands or above 
and may be bay, brown or black. All horses are 
trialed for three months prior to acceptance as a 
police horse. Each horse is exercised daily 
unless they are being spelled on weekend or 
holiday leave on rural properties around the 
state. Each horse is chiefly attached to one 
officer but each officer helps to train, feed and 
groom a few horses. We  enjoyed feeding the 
stabled horses with our gifts of carrots and 
apples. We read their stable notes which 
attested to their individual history, 
temperament, dietary likes and dislikes, areas 
of expertise and special needs. 
The horses are ridden out of the Bourke Street 
gate on Thursday, Friday,  Saturday, Sunday to 
perform street duty as far away as the Opera 
House, and are often used at football stadium 
functions and various other events in the area. 

 
An enjoyable treat 

They are used for escort duty at special 
ceremonial events and parades such as Mardi 
Gras and Anzac Day, and for performance of 

skills and to show their athletic fitness and 
versatility.  
The horses are often trucked to events in 
country regions, sometimes to assist in 
emergency stock retrieval, bushfire evacuation 
management of stock,  missing person searches 
and community events. Members of the 
Mounted Unit perform the Musical Ride at the 
Sydney Royal Easter Show.  
Officers can apply to the unit after a minimum 
of three years on general police duties, and 
following successful demonstration of their 
equestrian skills, medical and physical and 
written examinations and a probationary period 
with the unit. Once they are accepted they 
participate in shift work with a significant 
weekend workload. Currently over 80% of the 
officers are female. Their work duties include 
cleaning stables, maintenance of equipment, 
care of their animal, (including understanding 
of veterinary and farrier procedures) and the 
development of skills in crowd control, 
escorting, equestrian skills and police 
procedures. 
At the end of the tour, the clouds cleared, and 
the tour group was treated to a sunny blue sky 
and some wintry warmth, allowing the group to 
drive to Centennial Park to view the Federation 
Pavilion and picnic near the Vernon Pavilion 
and the Duck Pond where many black swans, 
ibis, gulls and ducks joined us. The magnificent 
Federation Pavilion built in 1988 marks the site 
where on January, 1 1901 the six colonies 
agreed to join together to  form one nation. The 
Centennial Parklands were much admired as 
we drove through the park observing the 
various small picnic areas, tree groves, lakes, 
monuments and buildings. 

 
Keen picnickers 

Susan Holmes 
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Town Hall, Strand Arcade and 
Martin Place 
From the moment the tour group approached 
the Town Hall they were learning from our 
leader Paul Storm. Observing the imposing 
exterior of the building we were shown that the 
lions carved into the Pyrmont sandstone blocks 
all had different faces, one of which is even 
winking at his audience. The etched glass on 
the windows was immediately obvious from 
outside of the building. 
The building whilst built in a very classic style 
celebrates the development of Australia. It was 
designed by John Henry Wilson on the site of 
the Old Sydney Burial Ground.  

 

 
Ushered into the Vestibule we met our guide 
who explained that this was the first stage of 
the building works completed in 1880.  
Standing under a magnificent crystal chandelier 
(which had been converted from gas to 
electricity in 1905).  

 
We observed the detailed plaster work on walls 
and ceilings, recently painted in its original 
colours and beautifully gilded.  
The ceiling featured a large elliptical dome 
decorated with 12 lead light panels, each 
featuring an allegorical figure representing one 
of the four elements, or a female figure 
representing each of the eight virtues. We then 

turned to the eight etched windows each 
containing birds and Australian wild flowers. 
Lucien Henry, a Frenchman who spent only 10 
years in the colony was responsible for the 
design of many of the decorative features 
within the Town Hall such as light fittings, 
etched and stained glass windows, etc.   

 
Then we moved into the Centennial Hall, built 
to celebrate the centenary of the founding of 
the Colony of NSW in1888 but finished a little 
later. This hall featured floors of Tasmanian 
Blackwood, cedar galleries and doors, more of 
Lucien Henry's stained glass windows featuring 
Australia flora and fauna and Wunderlich's 
pressed metal ceilings, huge marbled columns 
and rendered walls. The restrained colour 
scheme was a contrast to that of the Vestibule.  

 
The dominant feature of the hall was the 
imposing William Hill & Sons Organ built in 
London and installed in 1890. It has a 64-foot 
pedal stop and more than 9000 pipes. We were 
lucky enough to hear it being played as we 
crossed through the hall at a later stage.  
In a side foyer we admired marble honour 
boards showing the names of each of Sydney 
Mayors and Lord Mayors (and the dates when 
a Board of Commissioners took charge). A 
floor mosaic showed an early coat of arms  
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flanked by an Aboriginal tribesman and a 
British soldier.  
Venturing upstairs we were shown a huge 
stained glass window of Captain Cook  and 
alongside it hung a restored portrait of Prince 
Alfred (who had laid the foundation stone for 
the Town Hall.) 

 
Captain Cook 

On the opposite side of the Centennial Hall  
another stairway was adorned with a beautiful 
stained glass window featuring Australian 
flora.  
The Council Chamber featured an updated coat 
of arms, new furniture made from recycled iron 
bark timber. The Council of the City of Sydney 
has met in this historic chamber since 1884. 
Walking down the Grand Staircase we 
observed the Waygood & Co electric lift 
installed soon after the commissioning of the 
Pyrmont Power Station in 1906, and believed 
to be the oldest electric lift still operating in 
NSW.  
There was so much more to see and we all 
agreed it would be worth returning. Tours are 
conducted every Tuesday at 10.30am and free 
Lunchtime organ recitals are held regularly.  
Our lunch was at "99 on York", formerly the 
Bowlers Club of NSW, and we all enjoyed a 
buffet meal.   
Lunch was followed by a walk down to see the 
stained glass windows in the Strand Arcade, 
then a visit to the Macquarie Bank foyer ( the 
old Commonwealth Building). After viewing 
some of the Governor Macquarie memorabilia 
we learned about the building. Beautiful marble 
in all colours adorned walls and columns and 
stained glass windows were admired in the 
stairwell. In an adjacent building we visited the 
Commonwealth Bank Vault and it's amazing 

security rolling gate set in a barred high 
security area. We then walked to "350 George"  
a building formerly used for banking and 
insurance, now converted to office suites to see 
more beautiful marble, a stunning staircase and 
a huge stained glass skylight.  

Susan Holmes, Photos: Jenny Joyce 
 

TOURS 
Tour bookings can only be made by visiting the 
Research Centre rooms and completing a 
booking and indemnity forms.  This includes 
an opportunity to identify any dietary 
requirements. 
There are now two separate GREEN 
BOOKING FOLDERS  one for Exploring Ku-
ring-gai Tours, and one for General Tours.  The 
Booking system is the same for each type of 
Tour, but the Exploring Ku-ring-gai Tour 
folder allows you to lodge  your Expressions of 
Interest Form for future Exploring Ku-ring-gai 
Tours.  
When making your tour bookings please bring 
the correct amount or a cheque to cover the 
planned cost. Change is not always available. 
Fairground Follies Tour    
Tuesday, 16th August 
Bookings open 4 July 

This Tour will take us to “ Happiest Music on 
Earth." An experience you will not find 
anywhere else in Australia. 

 
You will be able to interact and reminisce 
amongst the greatest collection of self-playing 
instruments in the Southern Hemisphere. The 
collection includes a 100 year old Steam 
Merry-go-round. Go and enjoy a ride. 
Hidden amongst these treasures you may be 
surprised to find an “African Queen” Steam 
launch. Most exhibits are in working condition. 
Our tour will take two hours.  
Morning tea is included. Lunch will be at your 
own expense at the Petersham RSL. transport 
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will be by Community Transport bus, but if 
numbers increase, the tour may be by coach. 
Cost including Fairground Follies entry fee will 
be $60. 
Sydney Observatory 
Thursday, 29 September 
Afternoon visit to the Sydney Observatory 
following a visit to the Rocks Discovery 
Museum, 
Details will be in the September Newsletter.	
Exploring Ku-ring-gai Tour     
Monday, October 10th, 8.30am. 
Bookings now open. 
Many long term Ku-ring-gai residents have 
enjoyed this tour, led by Jo Harris,  discovering 
places and buildings that they did not know 
exist. The bus tour covers 98 kilometres around 
the district and includes a mystery lunch.  
Cost: $40. 
Exploring Ku-ring-gai Tour Comment 
On July11, for the first time there were more 
males than females on the tour. The tour 
included a visit to the gardens of the du Faur 
house where Freda, who featured in last 
month's Newsletter grew up. 
Lions Award 
As reported in the June Newsletter, Kathie 
Reith has been awarded the  Community 
Service Award for 2016, by the Lions Club of 
Ku-ring-gai in the special category of Services 
to History of WWI. 
The presentation was made on 15 June by 
Minister Paul Fletcher. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mystery Pictures: Where Is? 
 
Last month's test: Farthing Park is situated 
on the corner of Hastings Road and Warrawee 
Ave., Warrawee. 
 
Can anyone identify this building?  
The photo is from the early 1950s 
If you can, tell Jo: jayaitch@optusnet.com.au 

 

 
 

Position as Society’s Secretary 
 

The Annual General Meeting is scheduled 
for August, and we need nominations for 
this position. 
 
The Secretary takes minutes of the 
Management Committee's meetings, which 
are generally held at 2.15pm on the first 
Thursday of the month, and the General 
Meetings which are held at 2.00pm on the 
third Saturday of the month. 
 
If you are interested in becoming the 
Society’s Secretary contact Graham Lewis, 
President, on 9416 5818, before the AGM. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SIG Meetings are held in the KHS Research Centre. 
General Meetings are held in the Library's meeting 
room. Please check group e-mails or contact the group 
leader or Research Centre before attending if uncertain 
of any group going ahead. Room volunteers endeavour 
to update or correct the schedule on the Research Centre 
entry door with the most up-to-date information.  
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KU-RING-GAI	HISTORICAL	SOCIETY	INC.	

	

NOTICE	OF	ANNUAL	GENERAL	MEETING	

	

The	2016	Annual	General	Meeting	of	the	Ku-ring-gai	Historical	Society	will	
be	held	at		

2.00pm	on	Saturday	20	August	2016	

in	Meeting	Room	1,	the	Old	Gordon	School,	799	Pacific	Highway,	Gordon.	

	

Elections	will	be	held	for	the	Committee	and	the	Executive	positions	for	the	
upcoming	year.	Any	financial	member	can	be	nominated	(by	a	financial	member)	
for	a	position	on	the	Executive	or	Committee	if	they	so	wish.	Nominees	must	note	
their	acceptance	of	nomination.	

	

Nomination	forms	will	be	available	from	the	Society's	Rooms.		

	

Nominations	must	be	in	by	close	of	business	on	Friday	12	August.		

	

A	list	of	nominees	will	be	displayed	in	the	rooms	after	nominations	close.	

	

Following	the	elections	for	the	executive	positions,	David	Wilson,	a	member	of	KHS,	
will	give	a	talk	about	"The	Votes	the	Split	the	Nation",	telling	us	about	the	
controversies	surrounding	PM	Billy	Hughes'	attempts	to	introduce	conscription.		

After	his	talk	the	vote	for	the	Committee	positions	will		be	conducted.	

The	form	of	the	election	process	will	be	in	accord	with	the	Society's	Rules.	
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DIARY DATES 
 
August 
Monday 1, 2.00pm Apple Macintosh SIG 
Saturday 6, 11.00am Family History 
Workshop: Your Favourite Family Website. 
Saturday 6, 2.00pm Family History Meeting, 
followed by Skeletons out of the Closet, 
Speaker Graham Lewis. 
Monday 8, 1.30pm German SIG 
Friday 12, 1.30pm, Irish SIG 
Saturday 20, 2.00pm AGM and General 
Meeting followed by The Votes That Split the 
Nation, Speaker David Wilson 
 
September 
Saturday 3, 11.00am Family History 
Workshop: Deciphering Early Handwriting 
with Gail Davis. 
Saturday 3, 2.00pm Family History Meeting, 
followed by Three First Fleet Familes, 
Speakers Three members from the Fellowship 
of First Fleeters, Arthur Phillip Chapter. 
Saturday 17, 2.00pm General Meeting 
followed by Northbridge: Building a New 
Suburb, Speaker Pam Clifford. 
 
October 
Saturday 1, 11.00am Family History 
Workshop: TBA 
Saturday 1, 2.00pm Family History Meeting, 
followed by Land Records, Speaker Carol 
Liston 
Monday 3, Public Holiday 
Saturday 15, 2.00pm General Meeting, 
followed by The Price of a Wife, Speaker Anne 
Cunningham. 
 

Newsletter Deadline 

Please send email copy for publication to editor@khs.org.au as 
early as possible, but no later than 15th of each month.  

Copy is accepted on the basis that Ku-ring-gai Historical 
Society has editing rights and that readers can reproduce it in 
whole or part with acknowledgement.  

Material should be in electronic form if possible, with as little 
formatting as possible, e.g. no bullets, coloured type, indenting 
or styles. 

©  Ku-ring-gai Historical Society Inc. and authors. The 
content may be reproduced as sourced from this 
newsletter with acknowledgment to named authors. 

 
 
 

Administration 
 

President Graham Lewis 9416 5818 
Vice Presidents Jo Harris  9489 4393 
 Jenny Joyce 9440 2131 
Treasurer Annet Latham 9440 3998 
Secretary Vacant 
Immediate Past President  
 Jennifer Harvey 9489 6390 
Committee Members  
 Morrison Hammond 9449 7447 
 Lorraine Henshaw 9988 0522 
 Margaret Holland 9488 5452 
 Jennifer Thredgold 9144 6320 
 John Wilson 8086 1720 
Family History Group 
Leader Jo Harris 9489 4393 
Committee Lorraine Henshaw 9988 0522 
 Margaret Holland 9488 5452 
 Jenny Joyce 9440 2131 
 Yvette Reeve 9987 0904 
 Jean Smith 9498 4468 
 Elaine Turnidge 9899 2635 
Appointees 
Accessions  Jennifer Wallin 9983 1871 
Book Reports Richard Facer 9988 0823 
Book Sales Margaret Holland 9488 5452 
 Kathie Rieth  
Catering  Margaret Holland 9488 5452 
 Vicki Williams 9415 8833 
Computer Systems    Peter Stehn 9489 9488 
Curators Ann Barry  9144 6480 
 Jennifer Harvey  9489 6390 
Historian Editors Jennifer Harvey 9489 6390 

 Lorna Watt 9440 8010 
Indexing Beth Facer 9988 0823 
Membership Secretary  
 Lorraine Henshaw 9988 0522 
Newsletter Editor Morrison Hammond 9449 7447 
Publicity John Wilson 8086 1720 
Public Officer Helen Davies 9416 5825 
Research Team Leader Joan Stebbing 9489 6476 
Tour Contact Yvette Reeve 9987 0904 
Social Media Jill Ball 9653 1888 
Speakers Programme Beverley Dunstan 9419 8526 
Volunteers Coordinator Geoff Little 9449 3131 
Webmaster Andy Joyce 9440 2131 
Welfare Officer Elaine Turnidge 9899 2635 
WW1 Writers & Researchers Group Coordinators 
               Kathie Rieth     frithie@ netdata.com.au 

 David Wilkins                      0411 186752 
	

Research Centre Hours  
The Society’s Research Centre is at 799 Pacific 
Highway, Gordon, adjacent to the Ku-ring-gai 
Library. The Centre is open to the public from 10 
am to 2 pm on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday (except the first Saturday of each 
month when members have a meeting). 

 


