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SATURDAY AUGUST 5
FAM ILY HISTORY M EETING
11.00am, W ORKSHOP: Benefits of SAG
Membership. Presenter: Heather Garnsey.

2.00pm, FAM ILY HISTORY M EETING
200 Years of St Matthews Church, Windsor.
Presenter: Ian Jack
St Matthew's Anglican Church has quite rightly
been called one of the most beautiful buildings in
Australia. Designed by Francis Greenway, under
instruction from Governor Macquarie, the building
is a landmark. The graveyard also makes for
fascinating viewing, with graves of several people
who came out with the First Fleet.

St Matthews Church

Louise, a forensic archaeologist and criminologist,
and her husband, photographer Gerald Stedinger,
AIPP, M.Herit.Cons, M.Build.Dip, ICOMOS, are
involved in investigating and recording the
hundreds of burials of immigrants who, while they
never made it to Sydney from the confines of the
Quarantine Station, have their headstones facing
south towards the city’s skyline.

Dr Ian Jack (RAHS)

Ian Jack is Senior Fellow at St Andrew’s College in the
University of Sydney. He has retired from the Department of
History in that university, where he was a co-founder of
Historical Archaeology in 1974. He was President of the
Royal Australian Historical Society from 2003 until 2010. His
six-year stint on the Heritage Council of NSW ended in 2005.
He is currently a member of the History Advisory Panel of
the Heritage Council; History and Archaeology; and many
articles on heritage and local history.

Visitors Welcome

SATURDAY AUGUST 19
2.00pm, GENERAL M EETING, followed by
the AGM . After which
The Archaeology of North Head Cemetery,
Presented by Associate Professor Louise Stedinger,
PhD, B.A.Hons, ICOMOS, AACAI, ANZFSS, of
Stedinger Associates.

Afternoon Tea Available

She is author of:
Death on Night Watch (2016); Forensics and Police through
Time. Australia in Context (19thC) (2016);
Manual for Forensic Archaeology (forthcoming)

Visitors Welcome

Afternoon Tea Available

KHS ANNUAL GENERAL M EETING
Following the General M eeting
August 19
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JULY FAM ILY HISTORY M EETING
11.00am SESSION
19 members attended the morning session which
was chaired by Lorraine Henshaw.
She reminded members that the 2018 Congress is
being held in Sydney and that early bird
registrations are now open. The NSW/ACT
Conference in September is in Orange but early
bird registration has now closed. Unlock the Past
is running two all day seminars in Parramatta in
August, one on European research and the other
on UK research, both being led by overseas
speakers.
Lorraine then handed over to Jenny Joyce who
gave a detailed presentation on the History of the
Calendar in Europe. Six different calendars have
been used since record keeping began. They are
the Roman, the Julian, the Gregorian, Regnal
Years, Dating by Saints Days and Quaker Dates.
As astronomers learned more about the movement
of the earth round the sun they revised the number
of days they thought it took and changed the
number of months there should be in each year.
She gave an excellent and detailed powerpoint
presentation explaining how and when changes
were made and how these changes affect our
understanding of the dates we read when doing
family history research.

Jo Harris showing how to locate microfilm

Jo Harris then took everyone into the Gordon
Library, where she and Susan Alder showed how
to use the microfilms there for baptisms, marriages
and deaths up to 1856, when Civil Registration
began in NSW, thus saving the cost of a
transcription.

Susan Alder demonstrating use of microfilm reader

2.00pm. SESSION
Lorraine Henshaw opened the meeting by
welcoming everyone. She then mentioned several
historical events that had happened on 1 July
including: - 1200, sunglasses were invented
in China; 1837, Civil Registration began in Eng-

land & Wales, and in 1851, Victoria separated
from NSW.
Neil Falconer spoke about the upcoming program
of tours, details of which are in the Newsletter.
PANEL
Members had been asked to bring along examples
of how they presented their family history findings
so there were several speakers.
Yvette Reeve was unable to attend but had sent
her example of an A3 folder containing family
trees for the Reeve Family from 1857, plus photos
and letters relating to these.
Sue Robinson brought along an A3 book in the
form of a calendar that her friend in Canada, Pam
Fulton, had put together. It was set out month by
month with an important event listed for each day
of the month.
Sue Holmes showed ‘The Cadells of Banton,
Grange, Tranent and Cockenzie 1668 – 1890’
which contained hand-drawn family trees. She
also had a computerised A4 update of the Australian Cadells from 1890 – 2002 in a ring binder.
Jo Harris brought along 3 of the 16 folders she has
compiled of her ancestors dating from the 1500s.
Each 4 ring folder contains family trees, photos,
certificates, maps, etc in plastic sleeves.
Jenny Joyce showed A4 books she has compiled
for clients, which she produced on the computer
and had printed and bound at Officeworks. These
included detailed script interspersed with family
trees, maps, certificates etc. She also showed
examples of family trees that can be produced on
iPad or Android, or even by using Reunion on an
iPhone. She also showed a book produced from a
WW1 diary where each page was scanned, with a
transcription on the opposite page, and details of
the battle from official documents.
Morrison Hammond is working on a Power Point
presentation, including pictures and narration,
which he will put on a DVD and give to the
members of his family.
After questions there was time to examine the
varied presentations before afternoon tea.
The raffle was drawn and was again won by the
Spargos who generously ordered a redraw. The
pre-loved books were won by Sandra Simpson and
Jill Nicholson.
RESEARCHING ABROAD - Finding
European and British Isles Ancestors
An Unlock the Past on this theme will be held at
the Parramatta RSL on 15-16 August.
Jenny thinks that Chris Paton who is covering the
British Isles stream is a good presenter.
Details at:
www.unlockthepast.com.au/researching-abroad
https://youtu.be/Hb3gWczlbBc
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JUNE GENERAL M EETING
2.00pm SESSION
LIFE IN SUBM ARINES
Presenter: Doug Edwards
Doug Edwards left school at age 15, and did four
years training as a trade apprentice at HMAS
Nirimba at Quakers Hill. During those four years,
he only went to sea for 3 very sea sick days discovering later in submarine service that he was
a chronic sea sickness sufferer.
Galley

Oberon Class Submarine

He did not volunteer, but was drafted to
submarines. He spent six months with the Royal
Navy Submarine Service in Portsmouth UK, and
then a total of five years in the Royal Australian
Navy’s Submarine Squadron. The Oberon Class
submarines in which Doug served, are 15 feet
diameter and 250 feet long. A crew of 62 officers
and ratings lived and worked in the upper half,
which is just 7'6” high at most – they quickly
learnt not to bump their heads!

Over 2/3 of applicants for submariners were
rejected. However, rather than not being
claustrophobic, the essential selection criterion
seemed to be the ability to get on with others. The
systems in the submarine were highly complex,
with double redundancy in those critical to the
ship’s operation and survival. All of the crew had
to know how to operate everything. If a failure
occurred when at sea, and being 1960s technology
this happened frequently, the normal 2 hour on, 4
hour off shift meant nothing – they worked until it
was fixed. The crew, therefore, often had
inadequate sleep. On one trip, Doug averaged only
4 hours’ sleep per day for a week.

Tight Sleeping Quarters

Engine Control System

Control Room

Even in peacetime, submarines are dangerous
because other ships never know where they are.
Moreover, because star sighting was the only way
to navigate submarines of that era, often the
submariners didn’t know either! Doug described
the circumstances of the 3 deaths that occurred in
Australia’s O Class submarines. He also talked
about how his own submarine almost foundered
when the fore planes jammed and it plunged to
depths and at inclinations far beyond the accepted
recovery limits.
The escape system of the submarine would not
have worked at normal operating depths, let alone
those during this incident. Fear was ever-present
and unavoidable, for all who served in submarines.
However, being men, the crew never talked about
it, and its consequences often lasted for years.
After he left the Navy, Doug had nightmares that
only went away decades later when he started to
show visitors through the submarine at the Sydney
Maritime Museum. In addition to making the
internal environment of the submarine extremely
dirty, the submarine’s diesel engines caused large
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variations in the internal air pressure of the vessel.
This resulted in all of the children fathered by the
crew being girls. The same thing also happens
with deep sea divers and male aircrew.
Doug said that submarines taught him 4 things: to
improvise, to get on with everybody, to put up
with any environment, and never to take a warm
wife and a big bed for granted. He encouraged
everyone to visit the submarine at the Australian
Maritime Museum.
Notes by Doug Edwards

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
AUGUST 19, following the General Meeting
MEETING ROOM 1, GORDON LIBRARY
Consider being a candidate for election to the
Committee. Some existing members will be
retiring from the Committee, so we are
looking for new candidates. Nomination forms
are available at the Resource Centre.
THINK ABOUT IT; call Jenny Joyce for
information: 9440 2131.

W ELCOM E TO NEW M EM BERS
A warm welcome is extended to:
Robin Darling, Turramurra
Neville Saville, Turramurra
Joan Schreijaeg-Gilmour, Mt Ku-ring-gai
TREASURER'S REPORT
Our income for the last financial year (July 2016
to June 2017) amounted to $27,286.
Our
expenses for the year amounted to $26,338,
leaving us with a surplus for the year of $948.
Membership fees are now due and payable.
TOUR DESK
IM PORTANT CHANGES RE KHS TOUR
BOOKINGS.
As of July 1 we have changed the way of booking
and paying for tours conducted by Ku-ring-gai
Historical Society Inc. This new process should
make life easier for participants, room volunteers,
and the tour organisers, including our treasurer.
All tours will now have a designated tour number.
Bookings will open on the date as set out in the
Newsletter when tour organisers will be in the
rooms and take bookings on a first in, first served
basis. Participants will be able to pay by cheque or
cash on this day, and the green booking form will
need to be completed. You will then be issued
with a tour information sheet with tour starting
point and timetable.
The following day, the tour will be open to
members and non members paying by
electronically transferred funds (EFT).
KHS ELECTRONIC FUNDS TRANSFER
(EFT): BSB 032-083, Account Number 248971.

If you choose to pay this way, please make
sure that you identify your payment with
your surname and designated tour number,
and then send an email to Yvette Reeve
yreeve@optusnet.com.au , notifying her that you
wish to join the tour and have paid. Yvette will
acknowledge your payment by email and send you
a Tour Information Sheet. She may need to
forward you other documents to be completed and
returned to her by email.
If you have paid by EFT and the tour is
overbooked, Yvette will notify you and arrange a
refund of your payment.
Bookings (with cash or cheque payment) may also
be made at the Tour Desk, which will be open at
each KHS and Family History general meeting
until the tour is filled.
There will be an extra charge of $10 per tour for
non-members who are always most welcome.
Your tour organisers are keen to be fair to all, and
to accept bookings in priority of their receipt. If
the tour fills quickly we will endeavour to secure a
second bus. We would like to trial this system and
will modify it as necessary for future tours as
required.
Tour team.
TOUR PROGRAM M E
Exploring Ku-ring-gai
These very informative and interesting Exploring
Ku-ring-gai tours (99.6 km around Ku-ring-gai)
are conducted regularly by Vice President Jo
Harris. An expressions of interest sheet is
available in our Research Rooms.
TOUR 02 Royal Botanic Garden, Sydney
( Celebrating 200 years )
Tuesday September 12.
Bookings open Monday 7 August in the rooms.

Our world renowned Royal Botanic Garden was
proclaimed by Governor Macquarie in 1816, after
he banished settlers who had encroached on what
he called 'The Desmene'. Because of poor soil, the
first farm created there in 1788 failed. Had
growing conditions been ideal, the demand for
market gardening on the site may have overruled
Governor Phillip's original vision of parklands. As
J.H. Maiden, the Director of the Garden from
1896 to 1926, said 'In no other part of the world
can we stand on a spot and say - here is the site of
the beginning of the horticulture and agriculture of
a continent'.
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Our tour of the garden will concentrate on that
early history as well as some of the remarkable
plants and trees. It is all level walking on bitumen
pathways.
Cost: $45 for members and $55 for Non members
who are always most welcome.
Transport will be by Community Bus. A picnic
lunch in the Botanic Garden is included.
TOUR 03 Pemberton M angrove M ountain
(near Gosford)
Thursday September 28.
Bookings open Monday August 21 in the rooms.
Pemberton is the former South Mangrove Post
Office alongside the Hawkesbury River .
This delightful timber cottage was built around
1900, and has a wonderful view. The owner Ron
Hattersley, a history buff and collector, has repurposed the cottage in an English cottage style.
Ron will be providing a BBQ on a wide verandah,
overlooking his wild life, including 7 donkeys,
peacocks and geese, meantime discussing with us
early life in the area, and his very interesting
collection.
Cost: $50 for members and $60 Non Members
Transport will be by Community Bus travelling
via Wisemans Ferry for morning tea.

Wisemans Ferry

SEARCHING TIP
Do you have any ancestors who lived in France,
Canada, Italy, Spain, Greece, Malaysia, Korea or
Chile?
Did you know that when a female married in one
of these countries, she retained her maiden name?
I didn’t until only recently. This will make a
difference to some of my searches.
Carol Field
GERM AN SIG
The KHS German Special Interest Group met on
Monday 19 June, with 19 members present. Items
discussed were:
Book Launch – Edition 1 of the group project
German Ancestors of Ku-ring-gai Historical
Society Members, is now ready for production.
The completed book was passed around for all to
see the results of their labours.The members
endorsed the sale of the printed book at $10 per
copy to recover costs, and with a small donation to
the Society included. The next step was to call for

firm orders by email, and for volunteers to print
and bind the book.
GAGHA Progress – Tony Karrasch updated
members on progress with the German Australian
Genealogy and History Alliance (GAGHA). Our
SIG has now joined as an ordinary member to
share research. Members were encouraged to keep
informed by accessing the GAGHA website
(http://germanheritage.org.au/), which has recently
been revamped and updated. Tony also made the
point that GAGHA is interacting with other
German genealogy groups through Facebook, such
as German Genealogy and Prussian Genealogy.
Tony provided notes for the meeting.
Show and Tell – Les Jeckeln gave an excellent
and entertaining presentation on his ancestors, and
the interesting artefacts he has inherited, including
old photographs, signet rings and a valuable
family book.
Reading German Handwritten Records – At the
February 2017 meeting members agreed to trial an
online course on reading German script. Lesson 2,
Making
Words
in
Kurrent
(https://familysearch.org/ask/learningViewer/39)
was run in outline, to show members what is
available, and how to navigate the Family Search
facility. The lesson was too long to complete in
full at the meeting, and interested members were
encouraged to go through the lesson in detail at
home.
Next meeting: M onday 14th August.
Peter Roennfeldt will give a presentation, with
stories of his German ancestors, and Frank Olivier
will give a Show and Tell presentation.
IRISH SIG
At the last Irish SIG meeting we looked at the
Irish resources on the KHS computers, and the
books in our library for Irish research. Our next
meeting will be on Friday 11 August at
1.30pm in the Research Centre. All welcome.
ON PYM BLE HILL
One of the more obvious topographic features of
Ku-ring-gai is Pymble Hill, notable for its
elevation - but also for its connection with the
early motoring history of Sydney.
The first petrol-powered car in Sydney was a 3.5
horsepower de Dion-Bouton that arrived from
France on May 12 1900. It was purchased by a
CBD bicycle dealer, W. J. Elliot, who drove it
around for a little more than a year before putting
it up for sale. A prospective buyer said he was
interested but put a condition on the sale that the
car would have to climb Pymble Hill before the
deal was finalised.
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Pymble Hill c 1910 (Image: Ku-ring-gai Historical Society)

The Sydney Morning Herald of 10th July 1923
recalled the event:
The test attracted widespread attention, and a crowd
assembled on the hill to witness the demonstration, people
coming from far and wide on bicycles, and by every other
means of locomotion, and lined the sides of the road, while
the little De Dion panted valiantly over the hill, which today
would hardly trouble the lowest-powered motor cycle in
Sydney, the test was successful, and the sale was made, amid
great enthusiasm".

Thereafter Pymble Hill became something of an
automotive yardstick that was mentioned in
several advertisements. Clement Bayard Motor
Cars placed one such advertisement in the Sydney
Morning Herald on 8th October 1910 that stated:
Do you know that the 4-cylinder Clement Bayard Motor Car,
with double phaeton side-entrance body, with detachable
back seat, will carry you 102 miles on 3s worth of motor
spirit? That it simply romps up Pymble Hill on the 2nd
gear?.......

Today Pymble Hill is a well-surfaced moderate
incline and presents no problem for any modern
car.
But around the early years of the twentieth century
it was an unsealed grade with some tricky bends
near the railway end and thereby earned itself a
special place in Sydney’s automotive history.
Richard Whitaker
A RANKING OF GENEALOGY
COM PUTER SOFTW ARE
(extracted from site identified later in piece)

Selecting Genealogy Software
Genealogy software's job is to store, organize and
chart the family history you have. It should be
ranked on features that make the job easier. Before
you purchase any genealogy software, it is best to
consider what you already know about your
family.
If you're just beginning to research your family,
look for software that connects to online
databases. On the other hand, if you already know
a significant amount about your family, or just
want to digitize your records, look for strong
reporting and citation options. Following are other
aspects to consider as you choose which
genealogy software to buy.

Storage & Speed
When you add generations of names, images, facts
about individuals, sources and other data,
genealogy databases grow quickly. It is common
to have thousands of individuals listed. The best
genealogy software is speedy and social, with
plenty of in-program storage to record important
data for each individual family member.
The best programs are more than genealogical
databases. They double as research tools. For
example, Legacy Family Tree has features that
connect to popular genealogy searches, sync with
online tree makers, and import any sources you
find online. When you are conducting research on
hundreds of people at once, speed is important.
Web Capabilities
According to the professional genealogists, web
enablement, and easy sourcing features, are high
on the list of priorities. More and more, internet
connectivity is becoming crucial to genealogy.
These features allow you to research quickly,
import what you find, and attach it to the correct
person.
While most programs, such as Family Tree
Heritage, let you search online databases (such as
Ancestry.com and FamilySearch) from within the
program, they are limited in how you can transfer
the information into the family tree software. Most
of the time, you must manually enter this
information, or copy and paste it into the required
fields. However, the FamilySearch-certified
programs, including Ancestral Quest, let you sync
and import this information directly from the web
search page.
Easy sourcing features like auto-formatting allow
you to keep correctly formatted citations of all the
materials you gather for your database. Correct
formatting is important for organizing giant
batches of data, and it helps professionals share
their sources within the correct guidelines.
Import Accuracy
Besides verifying the features included with each
program, we paid special attention to how accurate
each program was when importing GEDCOM
files. GEDCOM files are created within most
family tree programs, and saved on your desktop.
These files can be shared, imported and opened, in
genealogy programs that are compatible with
GEDCOM files, which all the programs in our
genealogy software are. To test each program’s
accuracy, we created a GEDCOM file that
included information for 68 different individuals,
all connected as a family unit and attempted to
open the file with each genealogy program we
reviewed. The accuracy score reflects how often
the program misread the data and required us to
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re-enter the correct information into the correct
fields. The higher the score, the fewer mistakes the
software made.
Some programs, such as Legacy, gave us an error
message that some of the fields of the GEDCOM
file were not compatible with the fields of its
program. It generated a report of which
information didn't import properly, and allowed us
to manually correct, or enter this information.
However, it automatically populated the
information that was successfully imported into
the correct data fields.
On a recent Top Ten ranking, the three best were:
Legacy, Family Historian (demonstrated by
Gerard Esquilant at the May Family History
Workshop), and Family Tree Maker. If you are
considering purchasing computer software to
manage your family tree, go to this site for
comparative rankings:
http://www.toptenreviews.com/software/home/bes
t-genealogy-software/
The best genealogy software provides tools for
research, charting and organising your family tree.
Some software provides links to Family Search
and Ancestry.com . This feature combines your
research and mapping in a few steps.
A new version of Family Tree Maker will be
launched soon.
DID YOUR PARENTS PARTICIPATE?

and Lieutenant A.R. Culter, recently returned from
the Middle East, were the president of the Miners'
Federation and the Waterside Workers' Federation.
From Australians at Home, by Michael McKernan.

GORDON SITS W ELL
The 2016 Census has revealed that Gordon is the
second least disadvantaged suburb in Australia.
Peppermint Grove in Perth is the least.
W HERE IS IT?
JULY ANSW ER
“The NSW Governor, Her Excellency Marie
Bashir, will unveil a Memorial Stone to
Wahroonga historian, and our late member, Ian
Ramage in Wahroonga Park on Saturday 22
November at 2.15pm. Ian, who died last year,
made a huge contribution to recording the history
of Ku-ring-gai and particularly of Wahroonga.

His best known works were three books –
“Wahroonga Our Home”, “One Hundred Years
Ago - Life on Sydney’s Upper North Shore” and
“We Still Call Wahroonga Home”. Beyond this,
he wrote a number of articles, gave numerous
talks and conducted many Walking Tours. He was
never a member of the Society’s committee,
despite many requests to become one – he claimed
that he had spent much of his life working with
committees and wanted to follow a different
course in his retirement. Ian was nevertheless a
dedicated supporter of the Society and acted as
honorary auditor for a number of years. This
Memorial to him for his contribution to advancing
knowledge of our local history is gratifying to see
and well earned.”
Source: KHS Newsletter November / December 2008
Vol.26 No.10

AUGUST TASK - WHERE IS IT?

Figures indicated an impressive acceptance of the
People's Army in Ku-ring-gai, where the troops
consisted of 1,000 enthusiasts, including 300
women, drawing in members from Pymble,
Gordon, Killara, Lindfield and St Ives. A
coordinating committee was appointed which
showed the range of people attracted. Alongside
Lieutenant-Colonel Hyman, president of the RSL
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DIARY DATES
August
Thursday 3, 2.15pm, Committee Meeting
Saturday 5, 11.00am, Family History
W orkshop: Benefits of SAG Membership,
Presenter: Heather Garnsey.
Saturday 5, 2.00pm, Family History M eeting:
Two Hundred Years of St Matthew's Anglican
Church, Windsor. Presenter: Ian Jack.
Friday 11, 1.30pm Irish SIG
M onday 14, 1.30pm, German SIG
Saturday 19, 2.00pm, General Meeting followed
by AGM, then The Archaeology of North Head
Cemetery.
Presenter: Louise Stedinger.
Monday 28, Tour: Capitol Theatre. (Fully booked)
September
Saturday 2, 11.00am, Family History
W orkshop. Webinar: Convicts.
Saturday 2, 2.00pm, Family History M eeting:
Sir John Jamison - Cultural Pioneer. Presenter
Dr Warren Dent
Thursday 7, 2.15pm Committee Meeting.
Tuesday 12, Tour: Royal Botanic Garden.
Saturday 16, 2.00pm, General M eeting,
followed by A Nobel Prizewinner's Shame.
Presenter: Don Napper.
Thursday 28, Tour: Pemberton Mangrove
Mountain.
October
Thursday 5, 2.15pm, Committee Meeting.
Saturday 7, 11.00am, Family History Workshop,
Changes to the AWM. Presenter: David Wilkins.
Saturday 7, 2.00pm, Family History Meeting.
Celebrant Ceremonies. Presenter:Wendy Bull.
Saturday 21, 2.00pm, General Meeting, followed
by Palace of Tears. Presenter: Julian Leatherdale.
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indenting or styles.
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9416 5818
Committee Members
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9488 7293
Lorraine Henshaw 9988 0522
Margaret Holland 9488 5452
Yvette Reeve
9987 0904
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Lorraine Henshaw,
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9988 0522
Margaret Holland 9488 5452
Sue Holmes
Jenny Joyce
(ex officio)
9440 2131
Yvette Reeve
9987 0904
Jean Smith
9498 4468
Elaine Turnidge
9899 2635
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Jennifer Wallin
9983 1871
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Richard Facer
9988 0823
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Kathie Rieth
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9489 9488
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9489 6390
Heritage and
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9489 6390
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Beth Facer
9988 0823
Membership Secretary
Lorraine Henshaw 9988 0522
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Neil Falconer
9488 7293
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Research Team Leader Joan Stebbing 9489 6476
Tour Contact
Yvette Reeve
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Andy Joyce
9440 2131
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9899 2635
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Kathie Rieth frithie@ netdata.com.au
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0411 186752

Research Centre Hours
The Society’s Research Centre is at 799 Pacific
Highway, Gordon, adjacent to the Ku-ring-gai
Library. The Centre is open to the public from
10.00 am to 2.00 pm on Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday, Friday and Saturday (except the first
Saturday of each month when members have a
Family History meeting).

8

