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SATURDAY AUGUST 4
FAMILY HISTORY MEETING
11.00am WORKSHOP: How to use the
Immigration Records in Ancestry
Presenter: Jenny Joyce
Finding out when our immigrant ancestors arrived in
this country, and on what ship, is a goal for Australian
family historians. Ancestry.com has a variety of
immigration records available and we will learn what is
available and how to find them.
2.00pm FAMILY HISTORY MEETING,
followed by Evacuated Children in Wartime - A
personal story
Presenter: Anne Lennard
Anne Lennard was five when
she, along with thousands of
other children, was evacuated
to the US during WWII. She
lived with American families
and did not return to the UK
until she was ten. Her talk
will cover her experiences as
an evacuee.

Children evacuees, Southend, UK 2nd June 1940

Visitors Welcome

Afternoon Tea Available

KUPEDIA Update
KUPEDIA is a web-based application of crossreferenced articles on people, places, events, facts and
figures relevant to the history of the Ku-ring-gai
municipality. It is accessed via a link on the home page
of our Intranet.
KUPEDIA has recently been updated with 45 new
articles added from Historian journals originally
published in 2010 and 2011. There are now 573 articles
in KUPEDIA and 1234 images. Most articles are from
the Historian originally published between June 1972
and October 2011 - 39 years. (Notes: Peter Stehn)

SATURDAY AUGUST 18
2.00pm GENERAL MEETING
Hidden in Plain View: The Aboriginal People of
Coastal Sydney
Presenter: Paul Irish
Aboriginal people and their culture are prominent in
accounts of early colonial Sydney, yet they then seem
to disappear from the historical record, only reemerging in the 20th century, when they were assumed
to be from somewhere else. In this talk Paul discusses
the findings of his ten years of research, which shows
that indigenous people did not disappear from coastal
Sydney, but maintained a strong bond with the coast
and its resources and tried to live on their own terms in
a white settlement that soon grew into a global city.

Paul has been piecing together the Aboriginal history
of coastal Sydney with researchers from the La Perouse
Aboriginal community. This was the subject of his
2015 Ph.D., and the portable 2016 exhibition ‘This Is
Where They Travelled: Historical Aboriginal Lives in
Sydney’
Visitors Welcome

Afternoon Tea Available

TREASURER’S REPORT
There’ll be no report this month as our treasurer is busy
working on annual invoicing and payment needs, as
well as end-of-year closing and other financial
requirements in preparation for the auditors.
WELCOME NEW MEMBER
Harry GRANT from St. Ives
KU-RING-GAI STATISTICS
How well can you describe the boundaries of Ku-ringgai Council area? See official answer on a later page.

For members receiving printed copy who want to access the internet, enter www.khsnx.com/August.htm into
a browser address bar to reach a menu which lists all the embedded electronic links in this Newsletter
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KHS VISIT TO ABC STUDIOS – ULTIMO
Tour 1, Tuesday July 10

We had a very eventful journey to Ultimo on a rather
cold morning, with the North Shore train line closing at
Warrawee because of signal failure. Approximately
half of our tour participants managed to catch the last
train travelling to Sydney, those waiting at Turramurra
having to catch a train to Hornsby, then the Central
Coast train to Central Station. Fortunately, they arrived
at the ABC studios only 15 minutes after the earlier
arrivals.
At the beginning of our one and half hour ‘Back Stage
and Sets ‘tour we were divided into two groups and two
former ABC employee volunteers took us on a very
interesting tour which covered studios, green rooms,
costume and make-up facilities and an amazing array
or cameras and audio-visual equipment including the
Eugene Goossens Hall. We were able to observe
several ‘working’ studios as we passed by. Ann Little’s
group had a face to face with Joe O’Brien the ABC
news announcer from 9am weekdays. Joe recently
filled in for Heather Hewart in a popular Back Roads
episode.

It was interesting to learn the origins of the Australian
Broadcasting Company as it was first known and
originally run by the PMG. Officially opened at 8pm on
1st July 1932 by Prime Minister Joseph Lyons.
Eventually the ABC – now named Australian
Broadcasting Commission – had 26 radio stations
covering a great deal of Australia. The acquisition of
2BL in Sydney just before the start of World War 2 was
critically important in terms of news coverage at this
time.
This most important institution has gone on from
initially a single radio station to become a world
renowned multi platform media service.
After lunch we had a fascinating adventure exploring
the nearby recently repurposed Kensington Street
precinct which is in Chippendale near the site of the old
Kent Brewery. The entire area has been redeveloped
and devoted to eating, drinking and lifestyle with over
25 restaurants, eateries, galleries and shops. This area
could well be placed on a ‘to do’ list.
For more photos see top of next column, and go to
www.khsnx.com/August.htm or click here

Characters from the much loved ABC children’s program
PLAY SCHOOL

FUTURE TOUR DATES
August, Thursday 30, Tour 2, Macquarie University.
Bookings opened July 21
September, Special Centenary Wireless Celebrations
October, Thursday 18, Tour 3, ANSTO. Bookings
open General Meeting Sep 15. ( Original participants of
cancelled tour will receive pre booking opportunity )
GLASGOW STREET NAME CHANGES
Many UK cities were hugely altered by largescale
bombing during WW2, and by the urban renewal that
followed, making it often difficult to find where a place
of birth, marriage or death mentioned on a certificate
actually was. Sometimes whole districts were replanned, with new streets and precincts. Sometimes
nothing much more than a new street name and new
houses to replace those demolished by bombing or fire.
In the case of Glasgow there’s a helpful website to
assist in unravelling what happened to your ancestor’s
address(es). Go to: www.glasgowguide.co.uk (Notes:
Graham Lewis).
[Ed.- This link leads to a very busy but highly
informative website. Click on Info + in the left-hand
column and scroll down to find the articles on street
name changes, or try the following two direct links
http://www.glasgowguide.co.uk/info-gstreets1.html &
http://www.glasgowguide.co.uk/infostreetschanged1.html ]
VOLUNTEERS LUNCH
We would like to invite our wonderful volunteers to
a lunch to be held on Thursday, 16 August at 12
noon. It will be a two course lunch with drinks and
will be held at Meals on Wheels in Turramurra.
Please
RSVP
to
Geoff
Little
at
geofflittle@bigpond.com or 0411 885 870 by
Thursday 9 August.
RECENT LIBRARY ACQUISITIONS – June 2018
The (New) Vale Colliery Lithgow, NSW An
interpretive History of the Mine, and its Workforce by
R.A. Smith 2015; 59 pages with illustrations, no index.
Includes an appendix with list of known Vale Colliery
employees, officials and connected companies. 2790
SMI.
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KHS VISIT TO NSW GOVERNMENT HOUSE
AND STATE LIBRARY Tour 12A Friday 22nd June

JUNE 2018 - WHO WAS THIS RESIDENT?
CORRECTION
Prime Minister William Morris Hughes.
William Morris Hughes lived at No 14 Nelson Road
from 1924 (after his prime ministerial term finished in
1923) until 1938 when he and his wife Mary moved to
Wallbrook, No 43 Nelson Road, Lindfield, where he
resided until his death there in 1952.
The references used for The Historian should read
volumes 35.1 p.64; 41.1 p.80; 44.1 p.50. Original
description is on page 4 July 2018 newsletter.

Luckily, following several days of rain, our tour group
welcomed a bright sunny day. Our path to Government
House, Sydney was via the elevator from below
Circular Quay station to the Cahill Expressway and
then into the Royal Botanic Garden. Enroute, we passed
by a small garden featuring a display of historical
sandstone pieces from earlier buildings at the Rocks.
We were greeted by Allan, our excellent guide who
took us through this most interesting and impressive
historic building, the vice-regal residence and office of
The Governor of New South Wales, currently His
Excellency General The Honourable David Hurley AC,
DSC (Ret’d), the thirty eighth Governor of NSW.
Allan explained the history of the building with its
Gothic revival style - castellated, crenellated, and
turreted and decorated with wonderful oil portraits and
coats of arms of its successive occupants. Additions
have included a front portico in 1873, an eastern
verandah in 1879 and extensions to the ballroom and
Governor’s study in 1901.
The heritage significance of Government House at a
State level is enhanced by the extraordinarily rich and
diverse collection of moveable heritage ranging from
furniture, paintings, ceramics, glassware, textiles and
garden ornaments dating back to the 1820s.
Allan explained the overall history and activities of the
uses of the building including the time from 1996 to
2011 when the then Premier of New South Wales, Bob
Carr, decided that running costs of government could
be reduced by relocating Governors to government
offices and allowing them to remain in their own
homes. Cost savings never materialised and after
significant protests State Governors returned to the
heritage building.
After lunch, at a small café behind the Rum Corp
Hospital (now the Sydney Eye Hospital), we joined
Patrick, KHS member and State Library tour guide, for
a tour of the 61st World Press Photo Exhibition Contest
winners on show at the recently redecorated exhibition
area of the Mitchell Library.
This exhibition featured 150 incredible images selected
from 73,000 entries from over 5,000 photographers
from 125 countries as part of the renowned World Press
Photo Exhibition. The exhibition illustrates the winners
and three runners up from the following key categories:
Long term projects, Spot News (often shot under
extremely difficult circumstances), and Sports, The
Beauty of Nature and a new Environment category.
“The theme of the exhibition suggests photography that
is good and real is not of something; it is about
something. It should matter to people to whom it
visually speaks. The great work in this year’s exhibition
continues to fulfill our purpose: connecting the world
to the stories that matter.” Lars Boering, MD World
Press Photo Foundation.
Patrick’s approach and explanations were very helpful
indeed. Thank you Patrick.
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FAMILY HISTORY MEETINGS Saturday July 7
Twenty-two people attended the 11am Session, when
Lorraine Henshaw showed us some resources for
World War I research. Some very familiar, and others
little known. First, the Australian War Memorial site
(https://www.awm.gov.au/). There are two main areas
in this site to explore: Collections and People. The
former contains the official histories and unit diaries,
and the latter contains all sorts of things, including
some personal diaries. A very important lesson for
using the "People" section, which also applies to many
other web sites, is not to add too much information.
Lorraine also showed us the Standing Orders for the
18th Battalion. These have not been digitised, and have
to be viewed in Canberra, but they are very helpful,
because they not only give background to what was
happening each day, but may also mention individuals
who were moved between sections or sent on training.
The National Archives (http://www.naa.gov.au/) is
well known for holding the WWI service records, but
there are also medical and repatriation records for some
soldiers. These might be quite short, maybe only six
pages, but they might also be 413 pages long. You can
request that these be digitised for a fee, after which they
are available online for everyone at no charge.
We also looked at some of the resources on Trove
(https://trove.nla.gov.au/) under the categories of
Diaries and Journals, some of which relate to
individuals or groups in WWI. The State Library of
NSW (http://www.sl.nsw.gov.au) has finished
digitising its collections of personal diaries from WWI,
which can be accessed under 'Significant Collections'.

"onesie" with a hood, and go to the shelter. Jenny Joyce
told us that on the night the Japanese attacked Sydney,
her grandmother sat up in bed and said "We're being
bombed!". Her grandfather, who had been in the
trenches in WWI, calmly said "No, dear. We're being
shelled."
Gerard Esquilant told us about his father, who was in
Naples and ran into his brother-in-law and ended up
getting an unplanned three-day cruise on the
Mediterranean. Rona Gray, Laurel Cameron's mother,
and her sister went by ferry to Manly and back early in
the night the Kuttabul was sunk in Sydney Harbour, and
she suspects the Japanese subs were under the water
during those ferry trips. Ross Smith's father was a
fellmonger, which was a protected occupation, but
someone put a white feather in the letter box, saying
that he was a coward. When the air raid sirens sounded,
Ross's job was to fetch the cat, and his sister's was to
fetch the school clothes before going to their shelter.
Murray Harper told us that his father was a small child
living in Darwin, and he and his mother were evacuated
to Perth by plane, having to land for refuelling several
times. Murray's mother, Pat, recalled getting a four day
holiday for Victory, and her family went to stay in
Berrima. On the way home they got a flat tyre and had
to wait four days for a new one to come down from
Sydney. Jan Spargo remembered the air raid shelter
under the stairs with the demijohn of water containing
eggs (to preserve them) and the Air Raid safety bags
with gas masks, a rubber bar to bite on, and ear plugs.
It was a very enjoyable afternoon, and brought
memories back for some, and taught others things they
had not known before.

In the afternoon session our members shared their
memories of World War II. There were many
reminiscences, and here are just a few of them. Judy
Hammond had wanted a doll, but none were available
during the war. So when she had to do a craft project in
the last year of primary school, her mother suggested
she make a doll. And so, with her mother's help, Judy
made a papier-mâché head for the doll and used leather
stuffed with newspaper to make it's body. She still has
the doll and brought it along to show us. See next
column.
Elaine Turnidge told us her memories of getting
chewing gum from American soldiers, her mother
making cakes to send to the soldiers, and having to
climb under the bed when the air raid sirens sounded.
Neil Falconer was only two when the war broke out,
but his siblings were much older, and Neil told us about
his brother's experiences in the Navy and his sister's in
the Land Army. Neil also told us about the special
badge given to women who had a husband or son
fighting overseas. Jean Smith's earliest memories were
the air raid sirens, and when the sirens went off they
had to get up and put on a siren suit, which was like a
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GENERAL MEETING JUNE 16
The Great Strike: the story; the film
At our June general meeting members were treated to a
well-researched and entertaining presentation by Laila
Ellmoos, Historian at the City of Sydney.
In late 1917 there was a major strike in much of
Australia. The Great Strike — it was not a General
Strike — was initiated by railway- and tram-workers.
There were many layers and complexities to the action.
The strike had significant effects on coal and food
distribution and there was much public demonstration
and discussion. Laila presented a range of photographs
showing many of these aspects: including ships at
anchor in Sydney Harbour; street meetings and
marches; and addresses in the Domain and elsewhere.
Authorities brought in men to overcome some effects
of the strike. Those men were called, variously,
loyalists, strike breakers and “scabs”. They were
recruited, including from interstate, paid and
accommodated in camps at the Sydney Cricket Ground,
the Zoo and at Dawes Point. There were clashes,
including a shooting which resulted in the death of a
striker in Camperdown. The strike lasted about six
weeks before the Strike Defence Committee at Trades
Hall capitulated.
Complementary to the story of the strike was the work
of Arthur Charles Tinsdale, a vaudeville performer
(male vocalist) and movie maker as a film photographer
and presenter. He had formed a film company with two
others in 1913. In 1917 he had made a film “Coming
Home” on the Eureka story. It was an extensive film but
Laila noted that it is not known whether it was shown
outside Ballarat.
One of the important films that Arthur Tinsdale and his
assistant made was about the Great Strike, which was
originally made in 40 episodes or chapters. Laila and
co-researchers discovered two major portions of the
film in the National Sound and Film Archive. With
some effort, the surviving fragments have been restored
and reconstructed. The surviving film provides an
extensive record of the strike and activities associated
with it. The film received only one showing in Sydney
(October 1917). Authorities were unhappy for the film
to be shown. Laila noted that Walter Wearne MLA said
the film was inflammatory. Its name was changed to
“Recent Industrial Action in New South Wales”, and
the scenes showing the murder of the striker were cut.
The modified film was ready for showing by December
1917, but was not shown until the exhibition at
Carriageworks for the 100th anniversary in 2017.
Laila informed us of a Ku-ring-gai connection with the
film: James Bayne Lawson [cf. volume 3 of “Rallying
the Troops”] of Wahroonga donated 100 pounds to the
film, a considerable sum in 1917.
Considerable effort was put into the restoration of the
film. This was not made easy because the two surviving
reels were not in sequential order. However, the
audience was treated to the 16-minute restoration

The Great Strike (Cont’d)
(from an original one hour). The scenes showed more
than just a record of the strike, with much imagery of
Sydney’s life and times. One noticeable aspect noted by
members and visitors was the standard of dress, with
well-dressed men wearing hats.
A vote of thanks to Laila by Neil Falconer was
enthusiastically endorsed by acclamation, and after the
meeting members were warmed on a wintry afternoon
by a delicious afternoon tea.
Laila has provided a reference for further reading in the
Dictionary of Sydney:
https://dictionaryofsydney.org/entry/great_strike_of_1
917
KU-RING-GAI BOUNDARIES
To read answer below, recipients of electronic
newsletter copy should print this page and invert it, or
in the top menu of the pdf file select View/Rotate
View/Clockwise twice and scroll to page five.

HISTORICAL MOMENTS 1950s

An Arthur Gillott Foden truck parked outside the St.
Ives Post Office in the 1950’s. Gillott’s service station
is behind the truck and is fronted by Atlantic petrol
signage. The weatherboard structure on the right is an
early branch of the Bank of New South Wales.
Image: Museum of Arts and Applied Sciences
(Notes: Dick Whitaker) For greater detail click
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DIARY DATES
AUGUST
Thursday 2
Saturday 4

Committee Meeting
11:00am Family History Workshop: How to
use the Immigration Records in Ancestry
Presenter: Jenny Joyce
Saturday 4 2:00pm Family History Meeting: Evacuated
Children in Wartime - A personal story
Presenter: Anne Lennard
Monday 13 German SIG
Saturday 18 2:00pm General Meeting: Hidden in Plain
View: The Aboriginal People of Coastal
Sydney
Presenter: Paul Irish
Thursday 30 Tour 2: Macquarie University
SEPTEMBER
Saturday 1 11:00am Family History Workshop:
The 1939 Register in Ancestry
Presenter: Jenny Joyce
Saturday 1 2:00pm Family History Meeting:
Irish Orphan Girls
Presenter: Perry McIntyre
Thursday 6 Committee Meeting
Saturday 15 2:00pm General Meeting: Sydney’s Lost
Garden Palace
Presenter: Sarah Morley
Saturday 22 100 year celebration of first wireless
transmission UK to Australia
OCTOBER
Thursday 4 Committee Meeting
Saturday 6 11:00am Family History Workshop:
TBA
Presenter:
Saturday 6 2:00pm Family History Meeting: The
Thompsons of Thompson’s Corner
Presenter: Garry Smith
Thursday 18 Tour 3: ANSTO, Lucas Heights
Saturday 20 2:00pm General Meeting: Colonial brothers
Presenter: Mark Dunn
Newsletter Deadline
Please send email copy for publication to
editor@khs.org.au as early as possible, but no later than
13th of each month. Items will only be accepted from
members of KHS. Copy is accepted on the basis that Kuring-gai Historical Society has editing rights and that
readers can reproduce it in whole or in part with
acknowledgment. If possible, material should be in
electronic form, with as little formatting as possible, e.g.
no bullets, coloured type, indenting or styles.

WHO WAS THIS
KU-RING-GAI
RESIDENT?

ADMINISTRATION
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Jenny Joyce
9440 2131
Morrison Hammond
9449 7447
Jo Harris OAM
0408 439343
Treasurer
Annet Latham
9440 3998
Secretary
Beth Facer
9988 0823
Immediate Past President
Graham Lewis
9416 5818
Committee
Richard Facer
9988 0823
Members
Neil Falconer
9488 7293
Lorna Watt
9440 8010
Helen Whitsed
9416 5825
Evelyn Wyatt
9144 4690
Family History
Lorraine Henshaw,
Group Committee (Leader)
9988 0522
Jenny Joyce
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9440 2131
Yvette Reeve
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Jean Smith
9498 4468
Elaine Turnidge
9899 2635
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Book Sales
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Research Centre Hours
The Society’s Research Centre is at 799 Pacific
Highway, Gordon, adjacent to the Ku-ring-gai
Library. The Centre is open to the public from 10.00
am to 2.00 pm on Monday, Tuesday, Friday and
Saturday (except the first Saturday of each month
when members have a Family History meeting).
 Ku-ring-gai Historical Society Inc. and authors.
The content may be reproduced as sourced from this
newsletter with acknowledgment to named authors.
For members receiving printed copy who want to access
the internet, enter www.khsnx.com/August.htm into a
browser address bar to reach a menu which lists all the
embedded electronic links in the Newsletter
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