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WELCOME BACK TO A NEW YEAR OF KHS ACTIVITIES
SATURDAY FEBRUARY 4
FAMILY HISTORY MEETING

Peter Stehn
will talk about the new intranet and
Kupedia, and how to search/research.
See page 9 for further information.
FAMILY
HISTORY
2.00pm
MEETING followed by
11.00am

WORKSHOP:

Man Made the Cities, but God made the
Bush.
Speaker: Nathan Tilbury
Nathan, a Hornsby Shire Councillor, (elected
2012), will talk about his book, a detailed
history of early Berowra.
Nathan Tilbury was born in Hornsby and grew
up in Berowra. In his mid-20s he left the area
to reside in South America, returning in 2005.
He brought his family to the Hornsby/Kuring-gai area because of its unique bushland,
proximity to city.

Visitors Welcome
Afternoon Tea will be Available

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 18
GENERAL
MEETING,
2.00pm
followed by Sydney Cemetery Adventures.
Speaker: Lisa Murray. City of Sydney
Historian

Cemeteries, and the way they are planned and
designed, tell us much about attitudes to death
and dying. Within 30 years, the first burial
ground (where the Town Hall now stands)
was full and there followed a history of tussles
between Church and State, as well as interdenominational squabbling over how to deal
with the dead.
Dr Murray heads up the history unit at the
City of Sydney, and is an expert on the topic
of Sydney cemeteries. She is also a member of
the Board for the Dictionary of Sydney. Other
research interests include history in the digital
age, sensory urbanism, history and creative
practice, landscapes and memory.
Copies of the book will be available for
purchase. $35.
Visitors Welcome
Afternoon Tea will be Available
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A CAREFREE WAR
At the November general meeting, we were
entertained by Ann Howard with tales of
Australian children evacuated during WWII.
Ann herself was evacuated from London to
Cornwell (but returned to London), and she
wondered whether children were evacuated in
Australia when the Japanese threat loomed so
large.
An advertisement in the personal column of a
newspaper produced many replies and Ann
was able to interview over a hundred
respondents. Many provided “Box Brownie”
photographs. Their stories, photographs and
her extensive research are presented in her
book A Carefree War. Ann drew on several of
these stories for her talk.
The answer she found was that whilst there
was no formal government program, as in the
UK, there was some degree of privately
arranged evacuation here - perhaps to a
relative in the country for those living on the
vulnerable coast. Many of the children didn't
realise that they were being "evacuated" - for
them it was just a holiday with Grandma. The
only government involvement was the offer of
half-price train fares.
The stay with relatives was generally short,
but for a few children it was years before they
returned home.

Some of the evacuated children

Ann quoted the experience of Peter and
Warren Daley who were sent to live with their
Aunt Eileen for nearly three years. By the end
of the war, Eileen loved the two boys so much
that she wouldn’t return them.

Kerry Packer was evacuated, but his parents
never visited him.
Perhaps the only formal arrangements were
the complete relocation to the country of
boarders from certain Sydney private schools.
The Blue Mountains, Bathurst and Goulburn
were popular relocations with a few schools
establishing more permanent campuses with
day students from these areas.
A fascinating talk, full of personal stories. I
look forward to reading Ann’s book.
Doug Milne.
DECEMBER FAMILY HISTORY
MEETING
2.00 pm Session
Jenny Joyce opened the meeting and
welcomed everyone. She announced that the
members of the Family History Group
Committee would take turns to lead the
meetings until the next election in March.
Sue Holmes then conducted the meeting. She
listed two important anniversaries for 3
December: The Eureka Stockade in Victoria,
and the first heart transplant by Christian
Barnard in South Africa. We were also
informed that Oxford University is older than
the Aztec Empire.
Trivia Quiz
Sue then explained how the Trivia Quiz would
be run. Members were already seated in
groups, but time was allowed to make sure the
groups were of even numbers.
The questions were for different topics and
were read out by a different committee
member each time.
The topics were: - Christmas, Ku-ring-gai
History, Ku-ring-gai Historical Society,
Family History, and Mrs Music.
The last topic, Mrs Music, consisted of Jenny
Joyce playing sections of Christmas carols
and songs that did not contain the title which
then had to be identified.
Much discussion occurred within the groups
(in whispers so other groups couldn’t hear).
After each topic the answers were read out
and points were allocated. The total possible
score was 54 and the winning group scored 42
points. Not surprisingly, that group contained
Jo Harris and also Jan and John Wilson and
Roe Gentle. It was a great effort as the
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questions were very searching but all groups
scored more than 27 points. Congratulations,
too to the committee members who put the
questions together and organised the event.
Raffle.
The KHS Christmas hamper raffle was won
by Morrison Hammond, who was present at
the meeting, was delighted, and took it home.
Family Historian of the Year
The Family Historian of the Year for 2016
was awarded to John Wilson for his book
George Wilson: His Story, a copy of which he
presented to the Society.

Jenny Joyce making presentation to John Wilson

A sumptuous Christmas afternoon tea
followed with masses of delicious food, plus
wine and orange juice. A big thank you to all
the members who ‘brought a plate’ and to
Margaret Holland and her band of helpers
who set it out so beautifully. It was a fitting
finale to the last meeting for 2016.

TOUR DESK
Important – Our tours are becoming more
popular and it is important to make your
booking as early as possible. In cases where
the tour rapidly fills, and the venue has a limit,
please complete the Expression of Interest
form in the tour folder, and if there are
sufficient numbers we can organise another
visit. For those venues that do not have a limit
we can attempt to organise a larger vehicle. In
both cases, we rely on the expression of
interest form.
The Booking process includes a Tour Description sheet for each tour that outlines
timing, any special requirements and the pick
up site.
Tour bookings can only be made by visiting
the Research Centre rooms, and by
completing a booking and a (new Blue - once
only) indemnity form, if you have not

previously completed one. This includes an
opportunity to identify dietary requirements.
There are now two separate GREEN BOOKING FOLDERS: one for Exploring Ku-ringgai Tours, and one for General Tours. The
Booking system is the same for each type of
tour.
When making your tour bookings, please
bring the correct amount or a cheque to cover
the planned cost. Change is not always
available.
ADVANCE NOTICE
Early tours in 2017 include:
Tuesday 28th February.
Temple
Emanuel Synagogue, and Jewish
Museum, Woollahra.
The Sydney Jewish Museum documents the
Holocaust and the history of Judaism in
Australia. At both venues we will have a
guided tour, and at the museum we will meet
a Holocaust survivor.
Cost – Members: $50; Non-members $55.
Cost includes entry fees, and lunch at the
Museum cafe. Travel by bus.
Bookings open Monday 30th January,
Wednesday 15 March, Kamay, Botany
Bay National Park and Cape Solander.
The visitors centre features an art gallery,
theatrette and historical exhibition covering
aspects of European arrival and local
Aboriginal history and of course Captain
Cook’s landing in 1770.
.

Monument marking Capt. Cook's landing
Our tour guides will be local historians.
Picnic lunch included. Travel by bus.
Cost - Members $45; Non-members $50.
Cost includes a picnic lunch and travel by bus.
Bookings open Monday 27 February.
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Friday 21 April, Coal Loader, Balls
Head and Saw Millers Reserve,.
The tour will take us to the centre at Balls
Head which showcases innovation, and
enables hands-on learning about sustainability
in everyday life. The tour will also discuss the
ex-industrial site.
There will be a picnic lunch at Balls Head
Reserve overlooking Sydney Harbour. Travel
by bus.
Cost - Members $40; Non-members $45.
Bookings open: Monday 20 March.

Exploring Ku-ring-gai in 99kms tours
will be on 27 February, 13 March, and 10
April. Get acquainted with your environment.
Tour booking forms are available from
January 30th in the Special Green Tour
Folder. Lunch at a mystery location included.
$40.00 Members; $45.00 Non Members..
TOUR REVIEWS
Garden Island.
On 20 October 2016, a tour for members was
organised for Garden Island. They were met at
The Royal Australian Navy Heritage Centre
and before undertaking the guided tour,
watched a video on the history and use of
Garden Island.
Despite not having available water, a garden
was planted on the island by officers and crew
of the First Fleet vessel HMS Sirius in 1788,
in the first months of European settlement in
Australia, to serve as a kitchen-garden. Hence
its name. The garden was abandoned by
Governor Macquarie.
On the tour, members saw initials carved into
a sandstone rock next to the garden site. These
initials are thought to be the oldest colonial
graffiti in Australia. They comprise the letters
"FM 1788," representing Frederick Meredith
who served as Sirius' steward. Adjacent to the
garden was Australia's first tennis court, built
in 1880, and is still in use today.

The First Australian Grafitti 1788 Photo: Morrison Hammond

On 7 September 1811, ownership of Garden
Island was transferred to the Governor's estate
with produce dedicated for the exclusive use
of Government House. Due to an
administrative error it was not formally
registered, leaving the land in the legal
ownership of the Navy, which successfully
sought its return in 1866.

Going to Garden Island for a Picnic

1922 saw the beginning of a wrangle between
the State and Commonwealth Governments
over who owned Garden Island. The matter
went back and forth through various courts of
appeal up to the Privy Council in London which, in February 1929, ruled that the NSW
Government had right of ownership to Garden
Island. After World War II, the State
Government sold the island outright to the
Commonwealth Government for 638,000
pounds.
In 2015, there was a proposal to revamp the
Garden Island naval base by a $20 billion
makeover involving a holiday resort,
restaurant precinct and homes but Malcolm
Turnbull said it would cost too much to move
the navy out. Future uses of the facility are
outlined in the 2015 Defence White Paper.
Portions of the sandstone fortifications, built
on the island during the 1820s to protect
Sydney from a much-feared Russian attack,
also survive.
The Captain Cook Graving* Dock was built
by the reclamation of 30 acres (12 ha) of land,
connecting Garden Island to the mainland. By
September 1944, work had been completed to
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the stage where initial flooding tests could
occur. It was opened on 2 March 1945.

Captain Cook Graving Dock when flooded

The dock is 1,139 feet 5 inches (347.29 m)
long, with a width of 147 feet 7.5 inches
(44.996 m). The dock is 45 feet (14 m) deep
at Spring tide. The Dock can take two ships,
even large cruise ships e.g. Queen Mary,
tandem style.
The Royal Australian Navy had a tunnel
system under its Garden Island Naval Base,
extending under Potts Point as far as the
Kings Cross area. It contained a power station,
offices, air raid shelters and a command centre.
The Naval Chapel at Garden Island, the oldest
Naval Chapel in Australia, has always had
undoubted charm, is noted and loved for its
dignity and an atmosphere of worship,
reverence and peace. It contains many
beautiful memorial windows. It has existed for
two world wars, and a number of lesser
conflicts.
For the greater part of its history it has served
as the chapel of the base where the ships of
the Australian Fleet have been ported.

attacks on the cities of Sydney and Newcastle
in New South Wales. On the night of 31 May
1942, three Ko-hyoteki-class midget submarines, each with a two-member crew,
entered Sydney Harbour, avoided the partially
constructed Sydney Harbour anti-submarine
boom net, and attempted to sink allied
warships.
Two of the midget submarines were detected
and attacked before they could successfully
engage any allied vessels, and the crews
scuttled their boats and committed suicide.
These submarines were later recovered by the
allies. The third submarine attempted to
torpedo the heavy cruiser USS Chicago, but
instead sank the converted ferry HMAS
Kuttabul, moored at Garden Island, killing 21
sailors. This midget submarine's fate was
unknown until 2006, when amateur scuba
divers discovered the wreck off Sydney's
northern beaches.
Royal
Australian
Navy
Heritage
Centre
Opened in 2002, at the northern end of the
island there is a Public Access Precinct of
Garden Island. It includes several heritage
buildings and structures, historical relics, the
site of the garden and tennis court, and naval
monuments.
The museum's exhibits include the conning
tower from one of the Japanese midget
submarines that attacked Sydney Harbour in
1942. The heritage precinct is isolated from
the mainland by the naval and dockyard
facilities, with public access limited to the
Sydney Ferries service between Circular Quay
and Watsons Bay.
* Reported that "graving" is cleaning and repairing the
hull of a ship.

Photo: Morrison Hammond

The Chapel Of Remembrance nearby reflects
the tradition and atmosphere of the Naval
Chapel and features Memorial Plaques in
memory of those who have served in the
Royal Australian Navy to ensure their service
and devotion are not forgotten.
In late May and early June 1942, during
World War II, submarines belonging to the
Imperial Japanese Navy made a series of

ROUSE HILL AND WINDSOR
24 November 2016 was a great day on which
to go to the country - blue skies, mild
temperature.
Rouse Hill Estate
The buildings and gardens of Rouse Hill
Estate provide a record of the lives of six
generations of the co-related Rouse and Terry
families who lived there from 1813 until the
late twentieth century.
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Photo: Morrison Hammond

This area of NSW gained notoriety in March
1804 when an uprising of escaped Irish
convicts was brutally suppressed by
government troops. The event was known as
the Battle of Vinegar Hill after a similar clash
in Ireland in 1798.
The name was changed to Rouse Hill when a
grant of 450 acres (182 hectares), later
extended to 1,200 acres (486 hectares), was
given to Richard Rouse in October 1816.
Rouse and his wife Elizabeth, née Adams,
arrived in Sydney as free settlers in 1801. He
rose to become Superintendent of Public
Works at Parramatta. He sited his two-storey
solid Georgian house on a prominent ridge
overlooking the Windsor Road as he extended
his pastoral and agricultural holdings in inland
New South Wales.
When Richard Rouse died in 1852, the house
and extensive holdings passed to his second
son Edwin Rouse and Edwin's wife Hannah
(née Hipkins), who had been managing the
family property at Guntawang, west of the
mountains. They updated the house with
fashionable Louis Revival furniture, adding a
canopied verandah, a two-storeyed service
wing, and marble chimney pieces.
Their son Edwin Stephen Rouse was 12 when
he inherited the property. He married heiress
Bessie Buchanan and they refurbished the
house in Art Decoration style, laid out a
pleasure garden, and, in 1876, commissioned
architect John Horbury Hunt to build brick
stables.

The Stables - Photo: Morrison Hammond

Horse Stall - Photo: Morrison Hammond

Two daughters were born – Nina in 1875 and
Kathleen in 1878 – and the family enjoyed the
privileged life of the squattocracy with house
parties, picnic races, and the Sydney season,
until the economic depression of the 1890s
threatened their lifestyle.
Touring the house, the group was able to see
how the family lived, viewing many original
furnishings.

Parlour - Photo: Morrison Hammond
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Dining Room - Photo: Morrison Hammond

Hamilton occupied the house as co-tenants
until Roderick's death in 1980. Foreseeing
problems with 'multiple ownership', Gerald
persuaded the New South Wales government
to resume the property in March 1978. The
Hamiltons appealed against their eviction in
1983 but left their half share of the contents in
situ.
In 1986, the real estate and the government's
half share of the collection (acquired from
Gerald Terry) were transferred to the Historic
Houses Trust of New South Wales. The
Hamiltons' collection was leased from 1987
and purchased in 1994. The family link was
finally broken in 1993 when Gerald Terry
moved to an aged care facility, where he died
on 10 February 1999.
(Adapted from article by Terri McCormack, 2008.)

WINDSOR
One of Macquarie's five towns. "I gave the
name of Windsor to the town intended to be
erected in the district of the green hills in
continuation of the present village from the
similarity of the situation to that of the same
name in England." 6 December 1810.
Reception Room - Photo: Morrison Hammond

In 1895, Nina Rouse married wealthy George
Terry of nearby Box Hill House, where they
brought up six sons. When they returned to
Rouse Hill after Bessie's death in 1924, they
had squandered their joint fortunes and were
bankrupt. Nina's sister Kathleen resented her
spendthrift brother-in-law and intended to sell
Rouse Hill, but was shocked to learn in 1931
that she was not the sole heir. Kathleen
followed a Latvian lover to Manchuria but
was murdered in mysterious circumstances in
Harbin in 1932, after excluding her sister and
nephews from her will.
Until her death at 93 in 1968, Nina Terry lived
on at Rouse Hill. Further family discord led to
her replacement as sole trustee in 1955 by
three of her sons. Subdivision began in 1951
and the property was reduced to 106 acres by
1968. Only 20 acres (13 hectares) of the
homestead block remained when her sons
Gerald and Roderick Terry became tenants-incommon in 1969, and even this was reduced
to 8.15 hectares in a 1974 subdivision.
Gerald Terry, Roderick Terry, Roderick's
daughter Miriam and her husband Ian

Sculpture by Frederick Chepeaux unveiled as part of
Windsor's bicentenary, 1994.- Photo: Morrison Hammond

Following a great picnic lunch at McQuade
Park opposite St Matthews Anglican Church,
and within sight of Macquarie, the group
moved to the Hawkesbury Regional Museum
which was constructed in 2008 on land
acquired by John Howe in Macquarie's time.
The museum contains a representative
collection of items that show the development
of the town and its relationship to the river
and the indigenous peoples.
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Photo: Morrison Hammond

As part of the museum is Howe House, dating
from 1811. Over its life it has had a variety of
uses - from domestic home, to pub and
newspaper office. One room is set up as it
might have been in the nineteenth century. Its
basement is prone to flooding from the
Hawkesbury River.

Howe House c1837 - Photo: Morrison Hammond

Words : Morrison Hammond

NEW MEMBER
Welcome to our latest new member:
Rosemary Gentle, East Lindfield.
SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS
German Special Interest Group
15 members met on Monday 12 December.
Items discussed were:
Leone Stumbaum reported that the latest
version of the group project German
Ancestors of Ku-ring-gai Residents was
emailed shortly before the meeting. This
version (V4) includes the latest input from the
Rost and Kleinschmidt families. Discussion
on the project concluded with the decision to
aim for a publication date of 30 June 2017 for
the initial PDF version on our Intranet only.
Paper versions would be available but limited
to save costs. The project would remain active
after the 30 June with updates dictated by the
volume of input received. Information on the
Berlin Directory for the years 1799 to 1943
was emailed to members on 14 November.

The link to the web site referred to
is http://digital.zlb.de/viewer/cms/82/. Leone
gave a brief overview of the site. A detailed
examination of the site, with examples from
the Grunow family, is planned for the next
meeting.
Tony and Peter briefed the group on the
results of the 23 November tele-meeting of the
German History Alliance Working Group.
This was followed by a demonstration and
explanation
of
the
associated
web
site, German Australian Genealogy and
History Alliance
(URL = http://germanheritage.org.au/). Tony
will maintain contact with the Alliance
members and report on progress at the next
meeting. It is hoped that the initiative evolves
to allow our group to participate
appropriately.
Suggestions for 2017 German SIG initiatives
were discussed.
Two received from Frank were as follows:
Have 1 or 2 members each meeting tell a story
about their German ancestors. No PowerPoint
presentation required. Just a verbal talk for
about 10 minutes relating to something
interesting that they have discovered in their
research and may have included in Leone's
project.
A regular 'show and tell' session. A member
or members could bring in an object of
interest relating to their German ancestry
which they feel other members may be
interested in hearing about.
Both suggestions were endorsed. Christine
Edwards volunteered to tell a story about her
German ancestors at the next meeting and
Tony Karrasch agreed to present a 'show and
tell', also at the next meeting.
Leone raised the subject of a past offer to give
a presentation on understanding German
script. However, nobody at the meeting could
recall the identity of the German script
volunteer. Can anyone recall the name of the
mystery volunteer?
The final item discussed was a congratulations
to Ann Ronfeldt on finally locating a book on
the Ronfeldt clan in South Australia. A
belated reward for patience and persistence
perhaps?
The meeting closed with lots of pre-Christmas
cheer, lots of fruit cake and discussions. The
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next meeting of the German SIG is planned
for Monday 13 February 2017 at 1:30 pm.
Irish Special Interest Group
At the December meeting of the Irish SIG we
learnt about the history of Ireland in the 1880s
and 1890s and how that would have
contributed to our ancestors' decisions to
emigrate. There will be no February meeting
of the Irish group, so the next meeting will be
on Friday 10 March at 1.30pm, where we will
look at the latest resources for Irish research,
and also share our successes and setbacks with
our family history.
Apple Mac Special Interest Group
2.00pm Monday 6 February. This group caters
for users of iPhones, iPads, PowerBooks and
desktop Mac computers in their technological
and genealogical activities. Genealogical
software for these products is reviewed.
VOLUNTEERS' ORIENTATION DAY
There will be an Orientation Day for volunteers on Thursday March 23, commencing
at 10.30am in the Research Centre.
If you are interested in becoming a volunteer,
come along and find out what is involved.
Remember training is given.
WORKSHOP – Intranet Upgrade
Our Intranet and associated applications have
been upgraded over the last months of 2016
and have now replaced the old version. Peter
Stehn will host a one hour workshop to
explain the new application and to cover the
following topics:
• Introduction to our new Intranet
• Introduction to KUPEDIA as a Kuring-gai Historical resource
• Research food for thought – search
versus research
The same workshop will be run in our rooms
on three separate occasions:
1.
Saturday 4th February 11:00 to 12:00 as
part of the Family History Group meeting
2.
Monday 6th February 10:30 to 11:30
3.
Friday 10th February 10:30 to 11:30
Please book your preferred workshop on the
forms in the rooms.

Treasurer’s Report
Our income for this month amounted to
$1,218. Our operating expenses amounted to
$747 leaving us with a surplus of $471.
Currently our funds going forward for this
year are $5,226.
WHERE IS IT?
December Answer:
The milestone – Sydney 9 and Gosford 44 – is
situated near the footpath on the western side
of the Pacific Highway at the southern end of
the shops at Killara.
According to local legend about twenty-five
years ago, when it was the last milestone
between Sydney and Gosford and was about
to be destroyed, a gentleman, local resident,
told the attending demolition workers “I will
sit on it and never get off unless you pull me
off”. After waiting for him to become tired of
his perch, the workers contacted their foreman
who said “don’t worry about it, just allow the
stone to stay”.
Is it correct that this IS the only milestone in
Ku-ring-gai?
This month’s “Where is it?”

Jo Harris
DID YOU KNOW THAT:
A comprehensive collection of over 40,500
photographic records of past and present
housing is held by the Society?
These have been digitised.

Newsletter Deadline
Please send email copy for publication to editor@khs.org.au
as early as possible, but no later than 15th of each month.
Items will only be accepted from members of KHS.
Copy is accepted on the basis that Ku-ring-gai Historical
Society has editing rights and that readers can reproduce it in
whole or part with acknowledgement.

If possible, material should be in electronic form, with as little
formatting as possible, e.g. no bullets, coloured type,
indenting or styles.
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DIARY DATES

2017
February
Saturday 4, 11.00 am Family History
Workshop: Peter Stehn:The new intranet
and Kupedia and how to search/research.
Saturday 4, 2.00pm Family History
Meeting, followed by: Man made the Cities,
but God made the Bush, Speaker: Nathan
Tilbury.
Monday 6, 2.00pm Apple Mac SIG
Monday 13, 1.30pm, German SIG
Saturday 18, 2.00pm General Meeting,
followed by Sydney Cemetery Adventures,
Speaker: Lisa Murray
Monday 27, Tour: Exploring Ku-ring-gai.
Tuesday 28, Tour: Temple Emanuel
Synagogue, Woollara, and Jewish Museum.
March
Saturday 4, 11.00am Family History
Workshop.
Saturday 4, 2.00pm Family History
Meeting, followed by: Can the Royal
Australian Historical Society Collections Help
Your Research? Speaker: Donna Newton.
Friday 10, 1.30pm Irish SIG
Monday 13, Tour :Exploring Ku-ring - gai.
Wednesday 15, Tour: Kamay, Botany Bay
National Park and Cape Solander.
Saturday 18, 2.00pm General Meeting,
followed by Betsy and the Emperor, Speaker:
Anne Whitehead.
Thursday 23, 10.30am Volunteers'
Orientation Day.
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Research Centre Hours
The Society’s Research Centre is at 799 Pacific
Highway, Gordon, adjacent to the Ku-ring-gai
Library. The Centre is open to the public from 10
am to 2 pm on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday,
Friday and Saturday (except the first Saturday of
each month when members have a Family History
meeting).
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