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New Society Publication
You’ve been hearing about the WWI book for over a
year now and many of you have contributed through
researching, writing, providing photographs, and more.
Volume 1 is at the printers and will be launched on
Saturday 26 July at 2.00 pm. See page 3 for details. We
hope you can come along.
We are thrilled that Dr Brendan Nelson, Director of the
Australian War Memorial, agreed to not only write the
Foreword but also to launch Volume 1 for us.

JH Cardew
and sons.
TL Cardew
(RHS) was
killed July
1916.

This is no ordinary WWI reference book.
The skilled researchers of the Ku-ring-gai Historical
Society and the Family History Group have delved deep into
the records of local soldiers and nurses to tell the story of
their lives that many of them never lived to tell.
It became a passion, as we took pride in ‘our’ soldiers’
or nurses’ achievements, and felt great sorrow at the tragic
loss of young lives.
Over 1300 men and women who enlisted in the Great
War had links to the municipality of Ku-ring-gai in northern
Sydney.
But we found soldiers and nurses on our local memorials
who appeared to have no links to the municipality – they
were born, resided or enlisted in other regions of Australia,
and even overseas. We found others who had lived or worked
here much of their lives, but were not listed on any memorial.
And there are some who remain unidentified – perhaps you
can help.
We trust we have done justice to them – their stories
deserve to be heard.
At the moment of death, they became beyond time.
The price for this book is not yet set. There will be a
special launch price announced shortly. Please check our
website and blog kuringgai.blogspot.com.au for this in early
July, or register your interest in this offer by emailing Kathie
on
frithie@netdata.com.au
or
Jackie
on
jackievb@optusnet.com.au.

General Meeting
Saturday 19 July 2.00 pm
“James Barnet:
Architect of 1000 Public Buildings”

Speaker: Don Napper
At least one of Barnet’s classically inspired
buildings can be found in most of NSW’s
population centres.
Afternoon Tea will be available.
Visitors welcome.

Family History Meeting
Saturday 5 July
11.00 am General Session .
2.00 pm General Meeting followed by:
“Joseph Banks” Paul Brunton OAM FAHA
Paul Brunton is Emeritus
Curator, State Library of
New South Wales and an
Honorary Associate of
the School of
Philosophical and
Historical Inquiry,
University of Sydney. He
was Senior Curator,
Mitchell Library, State
Library of New South
Wales.

Afternoon Tea will be available.
Visitors welcome.
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Our book of KHS History
Ku-ring-gai Historical Society – the first 50 years is
an interesting account
of the beginnings and
stages of evolution of
our Society, written by
our member, Helen
Davies.
Copies are still
available at $20 each.
If you would like it
posted please send an
extra $5.
Our image below
shows an opening
from the 1963 timeslice, marking the
foundation of Ku-ringgai Historical Society. Read it and find out why we’re
proud of our history, and of our place in Ku-ring-gai!

Special Interest Groups
Mac Users Group
Our next meeting will be held on Monday 7 July at
2.00 pm in the Research Centre. Following on from the
June meeting that covered genealogy programs, we’ll talk a
bit about iPhoto and inserting images into the various software programs.
If you have any specific questions, please email them in
advance so they can be circulated to the group for answers.
(jackievb@optusnet.com.au).
No need to book, just turn up. Bring your laptop or iPad if
you like.
Jackie van Bergen

German Research SIG
See report on p. 4.

Irish Research SIG
Twelve members of the Irish SIG gathered for a most
interesting presentation by Alan Jones on research material
recently released by the Irish Genealogical Research Society
and the Clare Library.
The next meeting will be on Friday 15 August at
1.30 pm.
Rod Gillespie

Technology SIG

Quiz Answers (see p. 8 for Questions)
1. b) Alfred Arthur Shoebridge, born 14 January 1894, died
13 December 1970 at Killara.
2. a & b. a) Aircraft manufacturer Sir John Stanley Storey,
born 1896, died 1955. b) Surveyor-General Wallace
Vernon Fyfe, born 1894, died 1982.
3. d) John Maxwell Freeland, born 11 July 1920 at Trevallyn,
Tasmania.
4. a) Entrepreneur, journalist and industrial relations
consultant Sir Gerald Mussen was born 17 October 1872,
died 21 March 1960, married Florence Elizabeth Gordon
at Roseville 21 November 1900.
5. c) Solicitor and Army Officer Sir Norman Lethbridge
Cowper born 15 September 1896 at Roseville, died 9
September 1987. Lived at ‘Wivenhoe’, Wahroonga for
sixty-two years. Married Dorothea Huntly (1925), who
was one of Ethel Anderson’s Turramurra Wall Painters.
6. a, b, c & d. a) Businessman and politician Sir Philip
Henry Goldfinch, born 13 April 1884, died 7 April 1943. b)
Artist Grace Cossington Smith, born 20 April 1892, died
20 December 1984. c) Radio pioneer and businessman
Sir Ernest Fisk, born 8 August 1886, died 8 July 1965. d)
Bibliographer and judge Sir John Alexander Ferguson, born
15 December 1881, died 7 May 1969 at his Roseville home.
President of RAHS 1922 and again in 1940. Trustee and
President of the Public Library of NSW.
For information about the people mentioned in this quiz
refer to Australian Dictionary of Biography.
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The next meeting of this group will be held in the Society
rooms on Thursday July 10 at 1.30 pm. Among items
for discussion are The Discovery Catalogue at The National
Archives in Kew, RAHS and SAG online learning
opportunities, and backing up your family history data. For
enquiries please email Jill Ball jillballau@gmail.com.
Jill Ball

WWI Researchers and Writers
The WWI researchers and writers group meet every 4th
Saturday from 2.00 to 4.00 pm.
There will be no July meeting as the 4th Saturday is
26 July and the date of the book launch. See p. 3 for details.
We hope you can all come.
If you would like to join us researching and/or writing,
please contact Kathie Rieth on frithie@netdata.com.au.
We have some great resources and an eager team to
help you too.
Kathie Rieth

Copy for Newsletter
General copy for publication should be lodged with the
Editor, Bob Barry (bob_barry@optusnet.com.au), as
early as possible but no later than the 15th of the month
(except November and December), unless otherwise
arranged. Copy is accepted on the basis that the Society
has editing rights and that readers can reproduce it
in whole or in part with acknowledgement. Material
should be in electronic form if possible.
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KU-RING-GAI HISTORICAL SOCIETY
is pleased to invite members to the book launch of

RALLYING THE TROOPS
A World War I Commemoration
Volume I
To be launched by Dr Brendan Nelson
Director of the Australian War Memorial and former Member for Bradfield

at Lindfield Seniors Centre
259 Pacific Highway, Lindfield
Saturday 26 July 2014 from 2.00 pm
Refreshments will be served.
RSVP by 19 July 2014
to Ku-ring-gai Historical Society
02 9499 4568
khs@khs.org.au
PO Box 109 Gordon 2072
July 2014
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Touring Australia’s History

German Research SIG

The time passed all too quickly at our May meeting, as
we listened to Richard White’s exploration of the beginnings
of “historic” tourism in Australia, and our nation’s fascination
with the more notorious figures in our history. Richard,
recently retired Associate Professor of History, University
of Sydney, gave a most interesting and entertaining illustrated
talk on the type of tourism which has visiting the past as its
main object. As interest in touring Australia’s past developed,
the strong popular focus on what Richard termed the “less
respectable” aspects of our history emerged – a feature of
historic tourism here. From early times people found convicts
entertaining, even though Australian governments tried to
suppress the convict story. The first four feature films made
in Australia were about convicts, bushrangers and the
Eureka Stockade.
Port Arthur became the first really significant tourist site,
being a popular destination by the 1880s – almost as soon as
it closed as a prison (1877). In 1880 the Tasmanian
Government wanted it sold, on condition it was demolished.
However, buyers realised it would be best not to demolish it
all. Ex-convicts started to work as guides and hotel facilities
were set up. In 1884 the church burnt down in a bushfire.
Due to its Gothic-style architecture, this made the church
look like a medieval ruin, enhancing its popular appeal. JW
Beattie took many photos illustrating the horrors of the
convict system. An industry developed selling mock convict
“memorabilia”, and art works illustrated convict floggings
and other horrors.
Bushrangers were the next major fascination, with
postcards of the Kelly gang circulated even while they were
still at large. Today Glenrowan, Jerilderie, Thunderbolt’s
rock at Uralla and various bushrangers’ graves are popular
tourist stops. By the 1920s Ballarat was making the most of
tourism, with a new inscription on the Eureka monument
demonstrating the move to reconcile the motivations of
miners and soldiers. The former are acknowledged as
defending their liberty, with the latter doing their duty.
Another theme has been aboriginal tourism, with interest
shown in the 18th and 19th centuries in watching corroborees.
This was encouraged at some of the aboriginal reserves,
and at La Perouse the aboriginal people developed their own
industry making souvenirs such as boomerangs.
Interest in Captain Cook included preserving the remains
of the tree Endeavour was supposedly tied up to, and a
substantial monument to La Perouse was erected by
Bougainville in 1826. Official commemoration of explorers
developed, with various monuments erected and significant
sites and trees marked to celebrate explorers, including Burke
and Wills; Blaxland, Lawson and Wentworth; and Hume
and Hovell.
These latter developments were part of “more
respectable tourism”, as was the interest which arose in the
1900s in the “old bush hut”, old barns, homesteads and
shearing sheds; historic buildings such as Experiment Farm
Cottage, Hyde Park Barracks and Dingley Dell – Adam
Lindsay Gordon’s home; ruins such as Boydtown and those
above the Goyder Line in SA; and early towns like Camden.
Such sites were represented in artworks by, e.g., Sydney
Ure Smith, Eireen Mort, Hardy Wilson and Lionel Lindsay.
Richard concluded with Gundagai’s story and the
humorous true facts behind the “dog on the tuckerbox”.
Beth Facer

Our meeting of Monday 16 June 2014 was well attended
with 14 members and one visitor present.
David briefed us on a book by Dr Kathrine M. Reynolds
on German migration history, entitled “Romanticism, Culture
and Migration”. Kathrine is a Councillor and Treasurer of
the Royal Australian Historical Society and a former pupil
of Gordon Public School. She offered to address our German
SIG and David agreed to arrange a suitable date for her
presentation. The 13 October 2014 meeting was tentatively
suggested for planning purposes.
Leone entertained and informed us all with her
introductory presentation on German place name
pronunciation. This was the first of a series of presentations
on pronunciation and the composition of German words and
phrases. Leone’s joke on getting lost in multiple streets named
“einebahnstrasse” (one-way street) was much appreciated
(but definitely an “in” joke). Also, be wary of streets named
“umleitung” (detour) as they can easily lead you astray!
The latter part of the meeting was the normal round-thetable reports on progress (or lack thereof) with the highlight
being Elaine proudly showing her album on the Gehrig/
Stassen families from Albury, and the coincidence of the
complementary photographs.
The next meeting of the German SIG is planned for
Monday 11 August 2014 at 1.30 pm in our rooms.
Peter Stehn
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National Family History Month
National Family History Month (NFHM) is an initiative
of AFFHO (Australasian Federation of Family History
Organisations) which has received broad support from some
of Australia’s leading government and non-government
organisations since its introduction in 2006. Originally only
a week in August, it was expanded in 2013 to include the
whole month.
Many libraries, societies and organisations such as
Familysearch are hosting events around Australia during
the month of August. Details of these events, many of which
are free and open to all, can be found at the NFHM website,
http://www.familyhistoryweek.org.au/. If you are unable to
attend an event in person, consider marking the month by
organising your family photos, writing your life story,
interviewing and recording a family member’s life story, or
visiting areas of family significance.
Shauna Hicks, voluntary co-ordinator for NFHM, has
shared a long list of activities for genealogy and family history
researchers designed to suggest new avenues of research
and progress your family history. This file can be downloaded
from http://www.shaunahicks.com.au/wp-content/uploads/
2013/07/31-Genealogy-Activities-for-Researchers-DuringNational-Family-History-Month-August-2013.pdf.

WANTED WANTED WANTED
Can you help us find a photograph of the Oratory of the
Sisters of Mercy at Mt St Bernard School at Pymble?
Perhaps a photo of a small tabernacle made from a cedar
press for the Sisters of Mercy? If you have any other photos
of the school your help would be appreciated. Your reply
should be to the Society at khs@khs.org.au for the attention
of Bruce Robinson, Research Team
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Recent Acquisitions

Ku-ring-gai Heroes of World War I

The following is a selection of recent acquisitions. Please
check the fireplace shelf. If they have already been sorted
into the reference library you will need to use the sort code
to locate the book that interests you e.g. CEM/2315 – filed
under Cemeteries and then 2315, the postcode of the
cemetery. If a locality interests you, then obtain the postcode
and search the catalogue e.g. 2031/CUR – in this case it is
filed under Sydney Places. It is also wise to check nearby
postcodes in your search as only the postcode most suited
to the book is allocated.
“FitzRoy Beyond The Rumours Tenth governor of
New South Wales, First governor-general of Australia” by
Lyn M. Fergusson and published in 2013 by Pilar Publishing
ISBN: 9780646912714 (hardback). The book has 248 pages
with a number of illustrations, and describes a turbulent
period of history through gold discovery and establishing
the first governor general of Australia. John Fitzroy donated
this book. BIO/FIT
“GONE BUSH in New South Wales” by Garry Reynolds
was published in 1984, ISBN: 0 9593059 2 0. It has 108
pages with a good range of sepia photographs illustrating
past days in the bush; there is a detailed index. 2000/REY
“W. Folster’s Articles The Writings of William (Bill)
Folster Compiled by his Grandson Paul William
Weathersten” was published in 1988 ISBN: 0 7316 45162.
The book deals with the early days of the Western Area
with some emphasis on the Orange district. Personalities
and events are well described, but the lack of an index makes
information hard to find. 2800/FOL
“Millthorpe Days Gone By” by Mary Kingham Nesbitt
was published in 1988 ISBN: 0 9588517 1 9. The book has
70 pages and there is an index of surnames. Kerrin Cook
donated this book. 2798/NES
“Sunny Corner A Silver Town of the 1880s” by Vicki
Powys was published in 1989 ISBN: 1 86333 004 6 and has
232 pages. Normally towns around Bathurst are associated
with gold but Sunny Corner silver mine became the first
place in Australia to successfully smelt silver. The book
includes a number of photographs and a detailed index.
Kerrin Cook donated this book. 2795/POW
“The Family Historian’s Enquire Within” (Fifth Edition)
1995 by Pauline Saul, published by the Federation of Family
History Societies (Publications) Ltd with 287 pages.
Arranged alphabetically, the book contains bibliographies,
addresses, definitions, explanations, dates and maps on every
conceivable topic the family historian may need. Helen
Cassidy donated this book. HOW/SAUL
Graeme Shedden Adam donated “The Pen and the
Plough” which is about the Adam/s family (BIO/ADA).
Bruce Robinson

Major General Sir Charles Rosenthal,
KCB CMG DSO VD

Community Barbeque
The Turramurra Community Bank is holding a community
barbeque to raise money for the Starlight Foundation on
Saturday 19 July between 10.00 am and 1.00 pm in the
Turramurra Lookout Community Garden, just opposite the
branch. It is a great opportunity to have a look at the
community garden and they would love to see as many people
as possible on the day supporting this worthwhile cause.
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In the short space of 4
years, crammed full of
command and combat
action, Charles Rosenthal
rose from the rank of
Major to Major-General
with a knighthood to
follow in 1919. “Rosie” as
he was affectionately
known by his troops,
served in Gallipoli, France
and Flanders, was 5 times
wounded and 7 times
mentioned in despatches.
He was appointed Companion of the Order of the Bath (CB),
Companion of the Order of St Michael and St George
(CMG), awarded the Distinguished Service Order (DSO),
the Belgian Croix de Guerre, French Croix de Guerre avec
Palms and French Legions d’Honneur. His CB was
upgraded to Knight Commander of the Bath (KCB).
Immensely popular with his troops, Rosenthal was a big man
when he enlisted on 18 August 1918 at just under 6 feet
(182 cm) and weighing 16 stone (102 kg), later to be
described by his architect profession as energy personified
with the physique of a gladiator and the heart of a lion.
With his wife and young sons living with her sister and
brother-in-law in Edward St, Gordon while he was away,
Rosenthal sailed with the first AIF convoy as commander
of the 3rd Field Artillery Brigade, having been promoted to
Lieutenant Colonel a few days before embarking. He was
at the ANZAC landing of 25 April 1915 but within days was
wounded from shrapnel to the head and gunshots to his arm,
knee and back. He returned to duty to be wounded again in
July, this time with a bullet to the leg. For his service at
Gallipoli he was mentioned in despatches and awarded the
CB. In February 1916 he was promoted to Colonel and
immediately to Temporary Brigadier to take command of
the 4th Division Artillery and later that year for short periods
to be acting commander of the 4th Australian Division. And
he was a commander who led from the front, being heavily
involved in the fighting on the Somme, at Pozieres, Mouquet
Farm, at Ypres in Belgium, and again wounded in December
1916 from a bullet to his other leg. In August 1917 he was
appointed to command the 9th Infantry Brigade and did so
with conspicuous success, especially at Passchendaele in
October 1917. For this and other actions he was awarded
the DSO. That month he was again wounded when severely
gassed. In May 1918 he was further promoted to MajorGeneral and placed in command of the 2nd Australian
Division. But that did not keep him from front line action, as
he was again wounded from gunshots to his forearm and
both hands on 19 July 1918. This highly decorated and popular
man, who died on 11 May 1954, will be the subject of a
more detailed biography in Volume 3 of Rallying the Troops.
David Wilkins
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FAMILY MATTERS
June Family History Meeting
11.00 am Session
This was held in the meeting room and over 20 people
were present.
The topics were ‘Wills’ and ‘Shipping’ and a handout
was given to all present. Jo Harris demonstrated how to
find English Wills up to 1858 by using The National Archives
website. She also explained how to download a will once it
was found, and showed two of her ancestors’ wills, from
1590 and 1778. Beverly Robinson then explained how to
use the resources on Ancestry to find ancestors who arrived
in Australia in the 19th and 20th centuries.
Two visitors from Turramurra Computer Pals were at
the session and Jo showed how to find their ancestors using
DOS for the NSW BDMs. The session was both informative
and interesting for all participants.
2.00 pm Session
Jo Harris opened the meeting and welcomed everyone,
especially the speaker, Sheila Allan. ‘Family Tree
Connections’, available in the rooms, has details of
Miscellaneous Records 1829–1961 that have been put on
the Family Search Website. She also showed an old medallion
that FTC is trying to identify.
‘RAHS Journal’ also has an interesting article about
Admiral Arthur Phillip.
Next month’s speaker will be Paul Brunton talking about
Sir Joseph Banks.
Speaker Jo introduced the speaker, Sheila Allan, who was
born in Malaysia and whose life had been plunged into a
nightmare when, at the age of 17, she became a prisoner of
the Japanese and spent the next three and a half years in
Changi Prison.
On 15 February Sheila Allan was a boarder in her last
year at school when Singapore fell to the Japanese. Her
father was an Australian mining engineer and her mother
was Malaysian-Chinese. Her parents had separated much
earlier so she was sent to boarding school and spent the
Christmas holidays each year with her father. Her father
set her homework each day of two pages of an English
dictionary to learn and to put the words into sentences. She
also kept a diary and wanted to write a book. Her father
planned to send her to Melbourne University to study
engineering, which was not where her talents lay. Instead
she spent those years interned at Changi. During the air
raids before the Fall of Singapore she was sheltering in an
air raid shelter and, after the raid, discovered a huge piece
of shrapnel on the pillow in her bedroom (She still has the
shrapnel and passed it round for everyone to feel its weight).
She did eventually get to write a book about her experiences
in the camp and about the three Changi quilts that the women
made.
There were over 2000 men, women and children
incarcerated in a prison designed for 600, so there was no
privacy. They were told to look after themselves between
roll calls and spot checks. One day they were allowed to
leave the camp for a swim and, as they walked past the
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Australians working outside, they received a chorus of ‘wolf
whistles’ in spite of their bedraggled appearance and that
was a huge morale booster to all the women. They organised
themselves within the camp; the nurses set up a hospital
(20 babies were born there), the teachers started a school
and the Girl Guide Leaders set up the Girl Guides group for
girls 8–13. Most girls had a white dress so that became the
uniform. As a birthday gift to their leader the guides made
a quilt of hexagons with each one’s name in the centre.
The leader of the Red Cross group in the camp decided to
get the ladies to make a quilt too, using squares from flour
and sugar bags. Each woman embroidered her square with
something that was of importance to her and signed it. Sheila
did a map of Australia on hers but left off Tasmania as her
father had never mentioned that state. Three quilts of 66
squares were made for the Red Cross to give to the wounded
soldiers: one for the Australians, one for the British and one
for the Japanese. Because they were doubtful about
whether the Japanese guards would allow the quilts to be
given to the Red Cross they showed them the Japanese one
first and, when it was received so well, they showed the
others and all 3 were allowed to be taken away. To the
women the quilts represented the love and hope that was in
the camp and portrayed the strength of this mixed group of
women in adversity. The quilts survive to this day with the
Australian one on display at the Australian War Memorial
in Canberra, the British one at the Red Cross Headquarters
in London, and the Japanese one at the Imperial War
Museum in London.
When Singapore was liberated everyone returned to their
own country except the Eurasians like Sheila. She remained
in Singapore, her father having died shortly after the
liberation, and wondered what the future held. His death
was reported by the Red Cross to his sister in Melbourne
and she asked the Red Cross to find and offer Sheila a
home with her. Sheila came to Australia in November 1945,
studied nursing and midwifery, married and had two children
and two grandchildren.
During her ordeal her faith was sorely tested and she
didn’t talk about her experiences for fifty years until her
daughter-in-law found the diary she had kept.
She has since been back to Singapore, written her books
and learnt to understand and forgive but, as she said, ‘It is
hard to forget.’
She finished by reading the prayer, ‘God grant me the
serenity…..’ and a poem that began with the words ‘The
World is a Beautiful Place’.
Present in the audience was Vic Hubbard, a POW from
Changi Prison, and Sheila was delighted to meet him and
hear what he had to say. (He had read about the meeting in
the local paper.)
When she finished speaking she was given a standing
ovation, something that has never happened at KHS before.
Ray Holland moved a very sincere vote of thanks to Sheila
for her inspiring presentation.
Afternoon tea followed and the two Lucky Door prizes
were won by John Harper and Audrey Turkington.
Jean Smith
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Lifelink
Wonderful news for our family historians!
Lifelink, a brand new Family History web application
for NSW Births, Deaths & Marriages (www.bdm.nsw
.gov.au) will be launched on Monday 23 June.
Some of the changes included in the new application are:
* ability to execute searches from a single search screen
* an improved layout with dynamic field behaviour making
the search simpler to complete
* provision for delivery of certificates via email as PDF
files, or by post
* delivery of an improved confirmation email after
ordering (containing relevant information that can be used
to assist with any follow-up)
* online help.
In addition, the ‘open register period’ refreshes daily
instead of annually.

Ancestry.com
During recent weeks several online sites have been
compromised. Ancestry.com was taken down by a
distributed denial-of-service (DDOS) attack.
Many family historians use the Ancestry site to store
and share their family details. While Ancestry.com has
assured customers that their data are safe, it is prudent to
have your data backed up elsewhere.

Genies Downunder
Associate Professor Maria Northcote, who has a day
job in the Education Faculty at Avondale College, is an avid
family historian. Over the past three years Maria has
contributed greatly to genealogy in Australia through her
Genies Down Under podcast series, http://geniesdownunder
.com.au/podcasts.html. Each month Maria records an hourlong program on a genealogy-related topic. These are
uploaded to the internet, as are the associated shownotes.
Maria says “By listening to this podcast, you’ll save
yourself time and money, gather up some handy advice and
get some help to make headway in finding out about your
own family’s interesting past. And one more important
thing… rather than just collecting names and dates during
your family history research, this podcast will focus on some
nifty little techniques that can help you to get to know your
ancestors a little better, by reading between the lines of old
documents and looking beyond the faces in old photographs.”
You can listen to Maria’s podcasts on your computer by
following the link to the podcasts from the site http://
geniesdownunder.com.au/podcasts.htm. If you are an iPad
user you can download the programs to your device via
iTunes. Android users can use the Doggcatcher app to
download the podcast recordings to their devices. These
podcasts are a wonderful resource for all genealogists.

Well done, Janet
The May edition of Descent from The Society of
Australian Genealogists offers congratulations to our member
Janet Turner for successful completion of the Diploma in
Family Historical Studies course.
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BUILT HERITAGE
Borrisbrook/Minnamora

A demolished house

10-12 Fiddens Wharf Road, Killara
S y d n e y
solicitor Walter
Uther Smyth King
purchased from
Charles Cook, on
15
December
1892, land of one
acre on the corner
of Fiddens Wharf
and Grassmere Roads, Lindfield (now Killara). This was
Lot 1, Section B of the Grandview Estate and was part of
land granted to Joseph Fidden on 5 April 1821.
By 1897, Walter King, his wife Florence and children
Ronald and Marjorie were living in their newly-built home,
which they named Borrisbrook. A third child, Philip Walter,
was born there in October 1897. On 31 December 1898,
Walter King extended his land by purchasing Lot 2 from
Thomas Cook. This comprised just over half an acre to the
south of his original one acre.
By 1921 the house was described as a seven room
double-fronted cottage of brick on stone foundations with a
slate roof. There was a separate weatherboard laundry with
an iron roof to the rear of the house, and a tennis court to the
side front. Below a beautiful garden and the tennis court,
there was a large orchard.
The King family moved from Borrisbrook about 1919,
and by 1925 were living at Neutral Bay. Walter King died
on 19 June 1929. In 1919 the house was leased to Palmer
Kent and his wife Nellie, with baby daughter, Nancye. During
their stay at Borrisbrook, another daughter, Pauline, was
born in October 1920. Nancye Kent (1918–2011) became
a noted entomologist, and in 1957 married Warren Perry.
In 1920, Walter King subdivided his land and transferred
Borrisbrook on 20 June 1921 to Elizabeth Jane Hoskins,
the wife of engineer George Hoskins. King transferred the
adjoining lot on 1 September 1922 to his son, Philip Walter
Smyth King, who had a house constructed and which he
named Borrisbrook (now No 14 Fiddens Wharf Road). By
1930 the family had hyphenated the surname to Smyth-King.
George and Elizabeth Hoskins needed a new name for
their property and it became Minnamora. George Hoskins
(1847–1926) was the founder of the engineering firm of G
& C Hoskins Ltd at Ultimo, and subsequently at Rhodes
and Lithgow. He died in 1926. His wife remained at
Minnamora until her death (1941). On 28 August 1942, the
property was transferred to Phillis Lillian Emily Davies, wife
of Ernest James Laidlaw Davies of Lindfield Productions.
Following the death of Phillis Davies in 1970, the property
was transferred in early 1972 to AMK Constructions Pty
Limited. Shortly afterwards, this gracious old home was
demolished. Nancye Kent Perry visited the site during the
demolition and obtained a piece of the slate roof as a
memento. The land was re-subdivided and now contains
two houses, Nos 10 and 12 Fiddens Wharf Road.
Trish Thomson
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Diary Dates

New Members
We extend a warm welcome to members who have
recently joined the Society.
Louise Allison
Alan Ashhurst
John Hackett
Wendy Hancock
Anne Keeling
Harvey Little
Susan Marks
David Miller
Gretel Perlstone
Dorothy & Paul Soper
David & Susan Wilson
Lyn Wilson

Turramurra
West Pymble
Gordon
North Ryde
Wahroonga
Pymble
Turramurra
Lindfield
Wollstonecraft
Wahroonga
Killara
St Ives Chase

We hope you find your membership rewarding, and look
forward to your participation in our activities.

“Roseville” Quiz (Answers on p. 2)
1. Who was the Commissioner for Government Transport,
a member of the Roseville Golf Club and a President of
the Roseville Returned Servicemen’s Memorial Club?
a) Alfred Michael Nicholas? b) Alfred Arthur Shoebridge?
c) Alfred Pickmore Bussell? d) Alfred Plumley Derham?
2. Who trained at the Engineer Officers’ Training School
at Roseville?
a) Sir John Stanley Storey? b) Wallace Vernon Fyfe?
c) William Wallace Anderson? d) Sir John Robertson?
3. Who was an air force officer, awarded the Distinguished
Flying Cross, later appointed associate-professor in the
School of Architecture and Building at NSW University of
Technology (University of NSW), who died 7 September
1983 at his Roseville home?
a) Henry Beaufoy Merlin ? b) Max Henry? c) John Henry
Maxwell? d) John Maxwell Freeland?
4. Which of these married at Roseville?
a) Sir Gerald Mussen? b) Gerald Alleyne Roberts? c) Sir
Alfred Roberts? d) Alfred Wunderlich?
5. Which of these was born at Roseville?
a) Robert Lethbridge King? b) Norman Joseph King?
c) Sir Norman Lethbridge Cowper? d) Sir Norman
Lindfield Nock?
6. Which of these died at Roseville?
a) Sir Philip Henry Goldfinch? b) Grace Cossington Smith?
c) Sir Ernest Fisk? d) Sir John Alexander Ferguson?
Jo Harris

Research Centre Hours
The Society’s Research Centre is at 799 Pacific Highway,
Gordon, adjacent to the Ku-ring-gai Library.
The Centre is open to the public from 10.00 am to 2.00 pm
on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday (except
the 1st Saturday of each month when members have a meeting).
It is closed over the Christmas period and on public holidays.
© Ku-ring-gai Historical Society Inc. and authors.
The content may be reproduced as sourced from this
Newsletter and with acknowledgement to named authors.
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Sat 5 July

Family History Meeting
11.00 am Computer questions + intra/
internet sites.
2.00 pm General Meeting followed by
“Joseph Banks” Speaker: Paul
Brunton OAM FAHA
Sat 19 July 2.00 pm Society General Meeting
“James Barnet: Architect of 1000
Public Buildings” At least one of
Barnet’s classically inspired buildings
can be found in most NSW population
centres. Speaker Don Napper
Sat 2 Aug Family History Meeting
11.00 am TBA.
2.00 pm General Meeting followed by
“One Hundred and eighty-eight years
in the Colony of NSW”. Speaker:
Aubrey MacKnowles, a life-long
resident of Ku-ring-gai.
Sat 16 Aug 2.00 pm Society General Meeting
“Starting a War in Australia – JulyAugust 1914 “(tbc). A thoughtprovoking talk from the former Deputy
Director of the Australian War Memorial
on the occasion of the war’s centenary.
Speaker: Michael McKernan
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