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SATURDAY MARCH 3 

FAMILY HISTORY MEETING 

11.00am WORKSHOP: Webinar – Probate records 
NSW State Archives collection of probate packets and 

related records – definitions, contents, value, legal status, 

and estate records from 1790 to 1989 along with Will 

books will be discussed, including how to research these 

records. 
 

2.00pm FAMILY HISTORY MEETING,  

followed by  

Captain Moonlite – Australian Bushranger 1879 

Presenter: Peter Headley 
From good to bad, as in very bad!  Andrew George Scott, 

born in Ireland in 1845, was raised in a religious home, 

his father being an Anglican clergyman. The family 

moved to Auckland in 1861, but Andrew moved on to 

Melbourne in 1868 where he was appointed stipendiary 

lay reader of the Church of Holy Trinity, Bacchus Marsh. 

Come hear how this man turned rogue, committed 

numerous crimes, some even against friends. After 

escaping from gaol twice, he became known as Captain 

Moonlight/Moonlite and turned into a violent bushranger 

forming a gang in the bush. After his team held up  the 

Wantabadgery homestead he was hunted by the police 

and finally killed. He was finally reinterred at Gundagai 

near the burial spots of other team members.  

 

Peter Headley has had a lifelong interest in history and 

cultures. He has degrees in Economics, Accounting, and 

Food Technology, as well as post graduate studies in 

econometrics, economic development, and operations 

research. A Masters Degree in International Management 

tops things off with post retirement studies in archaeology 
and history. His presentation includes first hand accounts  

from his great grandfather. 
 

Visitors Welcome                  Afternoon Tea Available 

 

 SATURDAY MARCH 17 

2.00pm GENERAL MEETING 

Scorched Earth  

Presenter: Sue Rosen  

In early 1942 the imminent threat of Japanese invasion 

hung over Australia. With the army fighting overseas 

Prime Minister Curtin ordered state governments to 

prepare for total war. A “scorched earth” strategy was 

hurriedly prepared with the goal of denying resources to 

the potential invaders and to prevent them from capturing 

Australians as slaves, as they had done with the 

populations in Malaya and other parts of Asia. 

Hidden for 75 years these top-secret government 

documents outlining preparations in the event of a 

Japanese invasion of Australia in 1942 represent a 

completely unexpected, once-in-a-lifetime “find”. 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Dr. Sue Rosen is a heritage consultant and historian, and 

author of five major publications. She has previously 

spoken to us on the history of Government House, 

Parramatta. 

Visitors Welcome                  Afternoon Tea Available 
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JANUARY GENERAL MEETING 

Sydney as a British Garrison Town 

 

JANUARY GENERAL MEETING (cont’d) 

Note: Craig has graciously supplied a recommended 

reading list as follows: 

Michael McKernan and Margaret Browne eds, 

Australia: Two Centuries of War and Peace, Canberra 

1988, chaps 2 and 3 

Peter Stanley, The Remote Garrison, Sydney 1986 

Rae Sexton, The Deserters: A Complete Record of 

Military and Naval Deserters in Australia and New 

Zealand 1800-65, Adelaide 1984 

Charlotte Macdonald and Rebecca Lenihan eds, 

'Imperial Soldiers in NZ’ database at Soldiersofempire.nz 

Nancy Taylor ed., The Journal of Ensign Best, 
Wellington NZ 1966  

Major [George] de Winton, Soldiering Fifty Years Ago, 

London 1898 

State Records of NSW, series 985 NSW Colonial 

Secretary letters to naval and military officers 1832-1900 

National Archives (former Public Record Office), bundle 

WO28/287 NSW garrison orders 1841-48 (available in 

major libraries through the Australian Joint Copying 

Project) 

 

 

 

  In the 1840s Victoria Barracks at Paddington (see 

above) was built. At that time it was well out of the main 

part of Sydney. Moving the soldiers out to the new 

barracks freed up the old military zone for commercial 

redevelopment, but it also isolated the military which 

therefore became less central to Sydney in the 1850s 

and 1860s. 

  A little known fact is that part of the Sydney Garrison 

force was sent to the Bay of Islands in New Zealand in 

1845-46 to fight in the Northern War. Most of the 

soldiers subsequently returned to Australia. Apart from 

this there was very little fighting for the British troops 

in Australia. There were a few skirmishes with the 

indigenous people along the Hawkesbury River in the 

1790s, and in the same period there was an expedition 

down to Botany Bay to punish the Eora people for 

killing Governor Phillip's gamekeeper. Of course, there 

was the uprising at Vinegar Hill in 1804, but that was 

put down very quickly and was the only one of its type 

in Australia. 

  In 1870 British troops were finally withdrawn from 

Australia. The remnants of their stay in Sydney 

comprise Wynyard park and the Wynyard area, Barrack 

Street and the Victoria Barracks. The old musketry 

range became Moore Park. (Notes - Jenny Joyce) 

 

   

The Barracks were located right in the centre of the 

town, on York Street between what is now Barrack and 

Margaret streets, and extending back to Clarence Street. 

The site is above what is now Wynyard Station. 

Wynyard Park is the last vestige of the parade ground, 

which used to stretch from the barracks building down 

to George Street. A military zone grew up around the 

barracks, but there was no clear demarcation between 

the civil and military buildings. The area included a 

dedicated military windmill and a military hospital 

located on Observatory Hill, and of course the battery 

at Dawes Point. 

  The population of Sydney was very accustomed to 

watching parades, and every Tuesday there were band 

concerts at the Domain which anyone could attend. 

These were more than entertainment: they were a very 

visual reminder of England's authority over the colony. 

  At our first meeting for 2018, Craig Wilcox gave a talk 

on the above topic. We all have a strong image in our 

minds of the marines who accompanied the First Fleet 

to Sydney, and the NSW Corps (more commonly 

known as the Rum Corps) who came with the Second 

Fleet to replace the marines. But most people cease 

thinking about the British military in Sydney after the 

NSW Corps was recalled in 1810 following the Rum 

Rebellion. When Governor Macquarie arrived he 

brought with him the 73rd Regiment of Foot, who were 

the first of a series of regiments that were stationed in 

Sydney until 1870. Each regiment typically stayed only 

about five years, hoping that the soldiers wouldn't "go 

native" and engage in profiteering as the Rum Corps 

had done. 

  For many years soldiers and the military were a very 

visible part of Sydney life. Partly because their red 

uniforms made them stand out, but also because until 

the wave of immigration during the gold rushes, they 

comprised a very large percentage of our population. A 

certain number of soldiers and officers were able to 

bring out their wives and families, and many chose to 

stay on in Sydney after their period of service. The 

unmarried soldiers were considered a good catch, and 

the officers an even better one. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://soldiersofempire.nz/
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Russell Linwood has done us proud again with his 

combined review of Rallying the Troops Volumes II & 

III . You can find a link to the review  on our website 

http://www.khs.org.au/rallying_the_troops.html 

immediately above the heading “Volume IV is planned for 

release by November 2018.”  Many thanks Russell. 

 
 

   

RALLYING THE TROOPS 
Justly deserved recognition 

and new review of Vols. II & III 
 

GENEALOGY CORNER -  an infrequent offering of tips, issues, and new findings for amateur family history sleuths  

Consumer DNA Testing Kits 

One of the latest pursuits of amateur genealogists is learning about their health and ancestry through DNA testing. 

The number of firms offering testing services is growing rapidly as the popularity of learning new personal 

information increases. Several distinct DNA tests are available, providing different types of output. Some are better 

for learning where ancestors came from, others are better at indicating potential health issues. Prices range from 

around $50 upwards to $350, and require either a donation of saliva or a swab from inside one’s cheek. Results can 

take up to 3 months to be received. Since the industry is nascent it’s well worth doing a little research before you 

embark on purchasing a testing service either for yourself or others. Lots of information is on the Internet to check. 

The following sites list companies in the business, the type of tests they perform, and describe the various findings 

possible, https://www.top10bestdnatesting.com/ and https://dna-testing.thetop10sites.com/dna-testing.html? Note, 

these tests can reveal unexpected information about familial relationships — specifically that the person someone 

believes to be their biological father actually is not. For adoptees trying to find biological parents a test may find 

several family member links who may have no interest in pursuing a relationship. It’s also possible to find a religious 

background that conflicts with current knowledge. The tests can be fun and rewarding. Just make sure you pick the 

right one for your specific needs. – Ed. 

TOUR THIS MONTH – REMINDER 

Tour 09, Friday March 23. 

Female Orphan School at the Western Sydney 

University Parramatta. 

The school, built in 1813 is one of the most significant 

heritage sites in NSW. It predates Hyde Park Barracks 

and the Female Factory in Parramatta and was the first 

three story brick building erected in Australia. We have 

arranged for a guided tour ‘The Secrets of the Orphan 

School’, which explores the architectural, 

archaeological, and historical secrets of this fascinating 

building.  

Two static exhibitions are available afterwards. 

‘Changing Australia –The Time of Gough Whitlam’ and 

the ‘Liberation Prison Project’. 
 

 
 

Travel will be by bus, and our outing will include a 

picnic lunch. Cost: $65 members, $75 non-members 

covers venue entry, morning tea, lunch, and transport. 

 

FUTURE TOUR DATES 

May, Wednesday 18. 

ANSTO, Lucas Heights. Bookings open March 19. 

June, Tuesday 15. 

Quarantine Station, North Head. Bookings open April 9. 

July, Friday 22. 

NSW Government House. Bookings open 21 May. 
 

http://www.khs.org.au/rallying_the_troops.html
https://www.top10bestdnatesting.com/
https://dna-testing.thetop10sites.com/dna-testing.html?%20
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TOUR IN APRIL 

Tour 10, Tuesday April 17. (Please note date change) 

ANSTO (Australian Nuclear Science and Technology 

Organisation), LUCAS HEIGHTS 

We toured in April 2016. Now it is time to revisit. This 

time our guide will commence with the Centre for 

Accelerating Science (CAS), the Research Hub for 

Environmental Science, carbon dating being an important 

aspect of its activity. CAS forms a major part of the 

National Research Infrastructure (NCRIS) for Australia 

allowing Australian and international researchers to 

address the world’s most pressing issues, including energy 

and resource security, environmental sustainability and 

economic productivity. For our visit ANSTO will also 

open the High Flux Australian Reactor (HIFAR), 

Australia’s first nuclear reactor. Opened in 1958, HIFAR 

ran for 50 years and contributed enormously to the 

advancement of scientific knowledge and nuclear 

medicine. Stepping through a special airlock, visitors will 

be transported back in time to see the equipment and 

control room used by research scientists to run HIFAR. 

Visitors will then visit the Open Pool Australian 

Lightwater (OPAL) reactor, ANSTO’s currently 

operating nuclear research reactor, and compare old with 

new. Just as OPAL does now, HIFAR manufactured 

millions of patient doses of nuclear medicine, irradiated 

silicon for an international market and provided neutron 

beams for studying the structure of materials. HIFAR was 

one of six nuclear research reactors built in the 50s, the 

others in Dounreay Scotland, Denmark, Germany and two 

in Harwell UK. HIFAR was run at 10MW rather than 

20MW and so ran the longest, right up until 2007. Now it 

is in a care and maintenance phase prior to its 

decommission, scheduled for later this decade. Our 

experienced and helpful guide will help us understand the 

world-leading science undertaken at this facility. 

 

 

This will be a very popular excursion and at the time of 

booking requires details of participants as follows: Full 

Name, Residential Address, Date of Birth, Photo 

Identification (state or country of issue including an ID 

number). Driver’s License, Passport, Australian Proof of 

Age or Australian Pension card is also acceptable. The 

actual ID listed must be on your person when you visit 

ANSTO. Transport will be by bus or coach from 

Bannockburn Road leaving at 7.45am, with return around 
4.30pm. COST:  Members $45, Nonmembers $55 

(includes lunch at Audley Dance Hall Cafe) 

 

 

 

WHO IS THIS?  FEBRUARY 2018 

EBEN GOWRIE WATERHOUSE 
 

Eben Gowrie Waterhouse (1881-1977), linguist and 

camellia expert, was born on 29 April 1881 at Waverley, 

Sydney, second son of native-born parents Gustavus 

John Waterhouse, mercantile clerk, and his wife Mary 

Jane, daughter of  Ebenezer Vickery. Like his 

brother Gustavus Athol Waterhouse, Gowrie was known 

by his second name. He was educated at Waverley Public 

School, Sydney Grammar School and the University of 

Sydney (B.A., 1903; M.A., 1919), gaining first-class 

honours in English, French and German in his bachelor’s 

degree. His house “Eryldene”, photo below, in McIntosh 

St., Gordon, was acquired in 1980 by the Eryldene Trust 

which was established with the support of the Ku-ring-

gai Municipal Council.  

See http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/waterhouse-eben-

gowrie-8991 

 

                 
 

IRISH SIG UPDATE 
There will be no Irish SIG meeting in March, so the next 

meeting will be on Friday 13 April at 1.30pm in the 

Research Centre, when we will look at the Registry of 
Deeds in Dublin. All welcome, no bookings necessary. 

 

 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
Thomas & Diana Williams from Gordon – December 

Margaret Adams from Umina Beach - January 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
January was a quiet month and our income amounted to 

just $285 including fees from 1 new member. We have 

sold 64 copies of Volume III of Rallying the Troops 

since its release in October. Volume III is available from 

the Rooms at $50 or you can purchase online on our 

website. Unfortunately, our expenses for the month 

amounted to $4,882. This included the payment of our 

annual subscription with Ancestry, access to which is 

available in the Rooms on our computers. Due to this 

payment (and others) we were left with a deficit for the 

month of $4,597 and a cumulative surplus of $6,081 to 

cover costs for the rest of the year. 

http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/waterhouse-eben-gowrie-8991
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/waterhouse-eben-gowrie-8991
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GERMAN SIG UPDATE 

 
The German Special Interest Group (SIG) met on Monday 

12 February 2018 with 15 members present.  

Items discussed were: 

 

GAGHA Activities – Tony Karrasch updated members 

on German Australian Genealogy and History Alliance 

(GAGHA) activities including their plans for the August 

2018 GAGHA conference in Adelaide. He provided an 

extensive report. See notice next column.  

German research reports – Sandra and Leone reported 

on their research results over the holiday period. Leone 

located valuable results during her recent five-month visit 

to Germany. Jan and Tony, in particular, are the fortunate 

recipients of much of Leone’s investigative digging. 

 

German SIG Activities for 2018 – In addition to the 

proposed activities, voiced at the December 2017 meeting 

and included in the last notes, Les suggested that we 

explore the recording of the oral history of senior Ku-ring-

gai citizens of German origin. This proposal was 

discussed at length with the conclusion that the SIG 

currently lacked uncommitted expertise to edit and 

transcribe the resultant audio files. 

 

Proposal to establish a research sources working party 

– The proposal was to investigate and publish to SIG 

members new and changed German family history data 

sources (Internet and publications) and update other 

members on the findings at each meeting. During 

discussions it was concluded that much of the extra 

valuable detail recorded by Tony Karrasch in his report 

would come under this category and should be added to 

the existing publication “German Family History 

Research Sources and References”, which has not been 

undated since February 2017. The German glossary, 

currently being compiled by Leone, would also 

complement the reference document. 

 

Show and Tell – Several members gave brief 

presentations on their “object of interest”. Peter explained 

the background to the photograph of his fourteen 

unidentified relatives. Les described his German song-

bird seller statuette and Christine shared her saw-set tool 

from her carpentry ancestor. Sue showed off the 

lederhosen outfit purchased for her grandson. 

 

Next Meeting – Monday 09 April 2018. Sue volunteered 
to give a presentation then on her trip to Berlin, including 

the Berlin wall. (Notes – Peter Stehn) 

 

 

GAGHA Conference 2018 – Adelaide 

 
The inaugural GAGHA Conference will be held on the 

weekend of 17-19th August 2018 at the University of 

Adelaide. The organising committee is now finalising 

presentations and details of the streaming and once that is 

done registrations will open for attendees during February 

2018. We are very proud to announce our own German 

(SIG) member Frank Olivier has been accepted and will 

present “Nine Serendipitous Meetings - a family story”. 

Other presenters are regularly listed by GAGHA on their 

Conference website and in Facebook Posts. On Thursday 

evening (16/8) before the opening reception GAGHA has 

announced The South Australian Genealogy and Heraldry 

Society (SAGHS) will be hosting Diana von der Borch-

Garden (Life Coach & Author of The Second Son). 

The opening reception on Friday night (17/8) will be at the 

Migration Museum.  

Registration and Conference details are available on the 

GAGHA website at www.germanheritage.org.au  
 

HISTORICAL MOMENTS 
 

WAHROONGA 1906 
There is a considerable stir at Wahroonga, on the North 

Sydney line, with reference to the proposed building of a 

new railway station. Many of the residents are opposed to 

the closing of Coonanbarra Road, and hope some scheme 

will be devised to obviate the necessity. 

Evening News, 30 Jul 1906, p5 (Notes – Jenny Joyce) 

 

LINDFIELD 1964 

 

Image courtesy Roads and Maritime Services Archives. 
 

A view  outside Lindfield Station, looking towards 

Killara, along the Pacific Highway. Several of the old 

buildings on the left still exist today, including Duval’s. 

A “red rattler” train is approaching Lindfield Station 

(out of view to the right) and below the push-button 

pedestrian crossing light on the right sits a newspaper 

stand. For the car buffs, we have, approaching the 

camera from nearest to furthest: AP5 Valiant, FE 

Holden, EH Holden, 48 Bedford truck and a Reo bus.  

On the other side of the road we see an FJ Holden Ute 

and a Volkswagen. (Notes – Dick Whitaker) 

 

 

http://www.germanheritage.org.au/
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FAMILY HISTORY MEETINGS FEBRUARY 3 

 

11:00am WORKSHOP: Hornsby Shire Recollections 

Website 

Presenter:  Jenny Joyce 

Lorraine Henshaw opened the meeting with 22 members 

present. She reported that the 2018 Congress at Darling 

Harbour is now full with 600 delegates. Jenny Joyce 

announced that ‘Family Finder’ tickets for Friday March 

9 are available for the Congress and can be booked online; 

that the PDF trials for England and BMDs for Wales have 

been extended for another six months; that FindMyPast 

now has Suffragette records online; and Ancestry has 

Wiltshire Wills. Sue Holmes gave information about the 

State Archives trip and Jo Harris tabled books about The 

Garrison, Land Grants and Ku-ring-gai Catholic Burials 

for members to browse. 

 

There will be the election for the Family History Group 

Committee at the March meeting. 

 

Jenny presented the Hornsby Shire Recollects Website 

www.hornsbyshirerecollects.com.au which has been 

sponsored by Hornsby Shire Council and was launched by 

Philip Ruddock. It is free to view and includes a name 

search, photos, family histories, videos, subdivisions, 

early Gregory’s Directories, bus time tables, newspaper 

reports, old shops etc. More data will be added as time 

goes by. 

 

2:00pm FAMILY HISTORY MEETING 

Lorraine Henshaw opened the meeting, our first for 2018, 

and welcomed members and visitors. She repeated 

messages from the morning session. 
 

Jo Harris explained that the early Catholic “Lane Cove 

Burial Ground” on the North Shore was in Chatswood but 

the cemetery is now under the playground of St Pius X 

College in Anderson Street. Lorraine read out an 

interesting piece about the first strike anywhere in the 

World. It was BC in Ancient Egypt and the strikers were 

given the increased wages they were seeking. Jenny Joyce 

repeated the morning announcements and Neil Falconer 

reported on the future outings, details of which are in the 

Newsletter. 
 

Nutcote Presenter: Dick Gall 

Lorraine then introduced the speaker, Dick Gall, who has 

worked at ’Nutcote’ in Neutral Bay for 15 years and who, 

in 2012, was awarded a Citizen of the Year award for his 

volunteer work there by North Sydney Council. He 

brought a variety of brochures for members to take. 

Nutcote is the house which the renowned Australian 

children’s author and illustrator May Gibbs lived in for 44 

years. It is now open to the public in Kurraba Point, 

Sydney – www.maygibbs.com.au. May Gibbs had no 

children so she left her home, ‘Nutcote’ to UNICEF which 

sold it to an investor. (She also left a block of land at 

Blackheath to RSPCA.) The money from the sale of 
‘Nutcote” was shared between the Spastic Centre and a 

local school. 

Originals of her books and drawings are in the Mitchell 

Library. May was born in 1877 in Kent, England. Her 

parents were Herbert Gibbs who was a draftsman and 

amateur artist and Cecilia Rogers who was involved with 

producing Gilbert and Sullivan shows and was also an 

amateur artist. (May appeared in the Gondoliers in 1893.) 

May became interested in art when living in South 

Australia and began drawing what she observed. (All the 

drawings in her books are botanically accurate). 
 

At the age of 23 she went to England for formal art 

training and tried to establish herself there but publishers 

didn’t think her work set in the Australian bush would sell. 

She rewrote her first book, ‘About Us’ which featured a 

Scottie dog, in an English setting. In 1900 she was 

diagnosed with TB and was told to go to a warmer climate 

so she returned to Australia. In 1913 she wrote and drew 

‘Snugglepot and Cuddlepie’ which was successfully 

published. In 1919 she married an Irish mining surveyor 

named J. O. Kelly and he took over all household duties 

while she pursued her career. (However, she did not allow 

him to deal with her publishers and she drove a hard 

bargain with them.) Her husband died in 1939. During 

WW2 she designed postcards for the troops which were 

put in Red Cross parcels. She also illustrated a Maternity 

and Baby Welfare booklet for the NSW Department of 

Health. Over the years she designed textile art, worked for 

the Daily Mail, drew thousands of Bib and Bub comics for 

the Sunday papers, and illustrated calendars. Her last book 

in 1953 was ‘Prince Dande Lion’ but it didn’t do very 

well, as  tastes  had changed. 
 

‘Nutcote’ was designed in 1924 by B J Waterhouse who 

originally planned a grand Arts and Crafts style house but 

May insisted on a simple three-bedroom house. She 

developed the garden with the help of a gardener. She then 

bought a Dodge car in which she and her husband made 

many camping trips. She was an erratic driver and 

eventually gave the old Dodge to her gardener in lieu of 

wages. May Gibbs died in 1969. 
 

In 1993 North Sydney Council bought ‘Nutcote’ which 

was badly in need of repair. A caretaker was employed 

and restoration began. The garden was restored to its 

original design and the house and garden were opened to 

the public in 1994. The Stanton Library now has a 

wonderful collection of May Gibbs’ original material.  
 

After questions Sue Holmes proposed a vote of thanks to 

the speaker. 

http://www.hornsbyshirerecollects.com.au/
http://www.maygibbs.com.au/
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                               Simulated Award Certificate  

 

 

AN HONOUR AWARDED TO VERY FEW 

OUR NEWEST LIFE MEMBER: 

JO HARRIS OAM 

Jo Harris was born in Killara and schooled at 

Ravenswood. She studied a variety of courses in design 

and costume at East Sydney Technical College, and 

enjoyed a year as a ‘governess/jillaroo’ in Moree NSW. 

Many years later when she joined the KHS in 1999, Jo 

was already accomplished in various fields, in addition 

to being a wife and mother.  

• Through her proficiency with short wave radio, 

she became Historian of the Wireless Institute of 

Australia (NSW), which led to her untiring 

promotion of the anniversary each September 22 

of the first uninterrupted wireless message to cross 

the world (in 1918, from Wales to Wahroonga). 

The centenary of this local historical event will 

take place this year, in Ku-ring-gai and in Wales. 

• Early on, her own and other people’s genealogy, 

fascinated her and she became great at it.  

 

 

Jo Harris became a member of KHS in 1999   

She has undertaken many Society tasks since then, 

contributing enormously to the vigour and variety of our 

organisation and enlarging the lives of many Society 

members along the way. As a local historian, 

genealogist, database compiler and researcher, Jo has 

few equals. Some of her involvements over the years 

include 

• Vice President 2001- present  

• Acting President 2002-03  

• KHS Historian of the Year 2005 

• KMC Citizen of the Year 2008  

• RAHS Certificate of Achievement 2009 

• Family History Group Leader 2001/02 - Nov 2016 

• Tours Convenor from 2001 by coach within NSW, 

two days away exploring an area and its pioneers, 

with notes, and relevant original onboard Quiz to 

occupy coaching time. Presently Member of the 

Volunteers & Tours Committee 

 

JO HARRIS OAM – LIFE MEMBER (cont’d) 

• Originator of the highly successful Exploring Ku-

ring-gai Tour, of which 40 have taken place (to Jan 

2018). There have also been two “tabletop” tours for 

people unable to undertake the bus tour 

• Published Federation Forefathers of Ku-ring-gai 

1901-1903 in 2001 as a Federation Year project 

• Published several electronic searchable databases 

(assisted by husband John) 

• Leader of genealogy training courses (usually 8-10 

weeks of lectures with homework to be marked, and 

handouts). These courses ran on the same weekday 

over consecutive weeks, familiarising new and older 

members with our collection, and have been a 

significant source of new members and volunteers  

• Does large amounts of outreach, giving talks with 

powerpoint presentations to all kinds of community 

groups, including schools, on topics ranging from 

general to specific local history, and genealogy 

“how to…” 

• Local walks leader 

• On-site genealogy research, Q & A and book 

sales at shopping centres & fair stalls 

• Recruiter of volunteers 

• With President Kevin Callinan, Jo was a main 

driver of the formation of the Headmasters’ 

Office Museum in the old Gordon Public School, 

formally opened by Mayor Malicki in late 2005   

• Continuous liaison officer for KHS with Ku-ring-

gai Council over many years 

 

Ref: Women of Ku-ring-gai p94, KHS 1999, 

        KHS: the First 50 Years, KHS 2013 
 

 
Congratulations Jo from your many friends 

throughout the Society. We’re all very proud of you.  
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DIARY DATES 

 

WHO IS THIS KU-RING-GAI RESIDENT?  

MARCH 2018 

 
 

 

ADMINISTRATION 
President                  Jenny Joyce              9440 2131 

Vice Presidents       Morrison Hammond      9449 7447 

                   Jo Harris OAM          0408 439343 

Treasurer     Annet Latham              9440 3998 

Secretary     Beth Facer                    9988 0823 

Immediate Past President 

                   Graham Lewis              9416 5818 

Committee Members 

                    Richard Facer               9988 0823 

                    Neil Falconer              9488 7293 

                    Lorna Watt                   9440 8010 

                    Helen Whitsed             9416 5825 

                    Evelyn Wyatt               9144 4690 

Family History Group Committee    

                                 Lorraine Henshaw,  

                    (Leader)              9988 0522 

                    Margaret Holland         9488 5452 

                    Sue Holmes                  9144 6354 

                    Jenny Joyce  

                    (ex officio)              9440 2131 

                    Yvette Reeve              9987 0904 

                    Jean Smith              9498 4468 

                    Elaine Turnidge           9899 2635 

Appointees   

Accessions     Jennifer Wallin             9983 1871 

Book Reports     Richard Facer              9988 0823 

Book Sales     Margaret Holland         9488 5452 

                    Kathie Rieth 

Catering      Margaret Holland         9488 5452 

                   Vicki Williams              9415 8833 

Computer Systems   Peter Stehn              9489 9488 

Curators                    Ann Barry               9144 6480 

                    Jennifer Harvey            9489 6390 

Heritage and  

Historian Editor     Lorna Watt         9440 8010 

Indexing     Beth Facer         9988 0823 

Newsletter Editor    Warren Dent      editor@khs.org.au 

Media Liaison     Neil Falconer         9488 7293 

Public Officer     Helen Whitsed         9416 5825 

Research Team Leader Joan Stebbing          9489 6476 

Tour Contact     Yvette Reeve         9987 0904 

Speakers Programme Beverley Dunstan      9419 8526 

Volunteers Coordinator Geoff Little         9449 3131 

Webmaster     Andy Joyce         9440 2131 

Welfare Officer       Elaine Turnidge         9899 2635 

WW1 Writers & Researchers Group Coordinators 
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                           Newsletter Deadline 

Please send email copy for publication to 

editor@khs.org.au as early as possible, but no later than 

13th of each month. Items will only be accepted from 

members of KHS. Copy is accepted on the basis that Ku-

ring-gai Historical Society has editing rights and that 

readers can reproduce it in whole or in part with 

acknowledgment. If possible, material should be in 

electronic form, with as little formatting as possible, e.g. no 

bullets, coloured type, indenting or styles. 
Research Centre Hours 

The Society’s Research Centre is at 799 Pacific Highway, 

Gordon, adjacent to the Ku-ring-gai Library. The Centre is 

open to the public from 10.00 am to 2.00 pm on Monday, 

Tuesday, Friday and Saturday (except the first Saturday of 

each month when members have a Family History 

meeting). 

 Ku-ring-gai Historical Society Inc. and authors. The 

content may be reproduced as sourced from this newsletter 

with acknowledgment to named authors. 

March 
Thursday 1 2:15pm Committee Meeting 

Saturday 3 11:00am Family History Workshop: 

Webinar – Probate   

Saturday 3 2:00pm Family History Meeting: 

Captain Moonlight – Australian 

Bushranger 1879 Presenter: Peter Headley 

Saturday 17 2:00pm General Meeting: Scorched Earth 

Presenter: Sue Rosen 

Friday 23 Tour: Female Orphan School 

 

April 
Thursday 5 2:15pm Committee Meeting 

Saturday 7 11:00am Family History Workshop: 

History of Non-Conformism in England 

and Wales, Presenter: Jenny Joyce 

Saturday 7 2:00pm Family History Meeting: 

Pompey Elliott (1878-1931) 

Presenter: Ross McMullen 

Monday 9 German SIG meeting 

Friday 13 1:30pm Irish SIG 

Tuesday 17 Tour: ANSTO, Lucas Heights 

Saturday 21 2:00pm General Meeting:  Lose Amiens 

and Lose the War – the Battles for Villers-

Bretonneux Presenter: David Wilkins 

 

May 
Thursday 3 2:15pm Committee Meeting 

Saturday 5 11:00am Family History Workshop: 

Save Your Story & Collaboration 

Presenter: Carey Furze  

Saturday 5 2:00pm Family History Meeting: 

Namings, Marriage Vow Renewals and 

Commitments, Presenter: Wendy Bull  

Tuesday 15 Tour: Quarantine Station, North Head 

Saturday 19 2:00pm General Meeting:  Memories of the 

1960s and 70s, Presenter: Russell Workman 


